SACRAMENTAL 
MEDITATIONS and ADVICES, . 

C GROUNDED Spo 
SCRIPTURE TEXTS, 
PROPER FOR 5 


* 


c oMMUNICANTsS, 
FE 


Prepare their He anxTs, Excite their ArFEcT1oNns, Quick- 
en their Gzaces, and Enliven their Devotions, 
on SacRA MENTAL OCCASIONS. 


And likewiſe Uſeful 


To promote Gracious DrsPosiTIONS and RESOLUTIONS in 


CHRISTIANS, at all times, upon the Remembrance of a 
Crucified Jesvs. | 


Together with a Short | 
CHRISTIAN DIRECTORY. 


Conſiſting of 


Forty Sani TURE Dragcrrons, proper for all CRRTSsTtAE32 
intending HE aven: And a variety of SCRI?2TURE SONGS 
for Ztox's TRAVELLERS in their way tuither. 


To which are added, by way of APPENDIX 


E A LzcTurxt concerning the Inſtitution of t 
PER, on 1 Cor. xi. 17. to the end. 


H. A PrxEPARATION SERMON from Job. iii 


By the Rev. Mr JOHN WILLISON, late Miniſter 


F* ©? * 1 
785 4 "oof 


KF £E L $0: 
- FXWWTED AT THE Union Profs, v I. AMA 


* 4 Anne 17 8 7. | 


. * A 4 


/ 


willn 

In t 
Cod n 
be dee 
to it 
diflere 
near t 
Lens 
dimm 
7 CCON 
Ade ei 
when 
that \ 

Or 
many 
love, 
of * 
we ſh 
ſands 
ing It 

Mo 
pered 
Lord 
the 
quak: 
and e 
is a i 
reſt t 
6 blo 
der a 
© can 
6 gui 


aud 


oo Wy 


HE eternal Son of God, when tzking his leave of an un- 

grateful world, inflitured the ſacxament of the Supper, as 

a lively reſemblance and memorial of his bloody ſufferings and 

death in the room of his people; and alſo to be a bright and laſt- 

ing evidence of the amazing love of God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, to periſhing ſinners. : 

As God.once ſept his Sen into the world in a lowly habit, cloth- 
ed with human fleſh, to ſave ſinners, ſo now be ſends lim in a. 
homely drefs, clothed with the clements of bread and wine, to aſ- 
ſure us of his love, and to engage us to come te him. Kings ex- 
pea that tlie ir children will be re ſpected, though their officers he ne. 
glected. Surely (faith God) * They will reverence ry Son; they 
will! make him weleome, and kearken to him 

In this moſt auguſt orGinance of the New Teſtament the Great 
Cod approaches very near to us, and we to hin. and yet it is to 
be deeply regretted, that many who profeis to believe this, come 
to it with fo li:tle* thought and preparation, 2nel with fo much in- 
diflerency and carelefinefs of ſpirit. Ob, mall we venture ſo 
near the Great God, who is infinitely holy, in whoſe tight the kea- 
Lens ze not pure,. and in uloie preſence the {tun aud lars are 
dimmed, and the brightcl feraphims do gather iu tl ew wings, and 
„ ccount themſelves as little fires before him! ave ſnall we, who 
te creatures ſo, mean and ſo vile, be carcie!5 and yiconcerneds 
when we make the neareſt approach to this great aud koly Gud, 
that we can make on this ſide heaven. 

Ovght we not to go bluſhing, amamed, ave deeply hun led on 
many accounts, and particularly for our ingtatitude tor redeeming 
love, that © love which paſleth knowledge,” aud for our contempt 
cf * God's unſpeakable gift,” the greateſt ſn in the world; yea, 
we ſhould go wondering that we ere out oi hell, tor many thous 
ſiants awe burnirg there who have not tinned fo kemoully, in mak- 
ing light of precious Chriſt, as we have dene. 

Moreover, Reader, conſidet if you go to this ordinence unpre- 
pered?», or with inudifterence, you not only make light of the: 
Lord Jefus Chrift, but you are * guilty of the body and blood of 
* the Lord,” 1 Cor. xi. 27. Surely that word may cauſe you to 
quake and tremble ; bluod-guiltineſs of any ſort is a dreadful fin, 
and eſpecially to be guilty of the“ blood of the Lord.“ Murder 
Is a ſim that cries fo vengeance on the actor, and gives God no 
reſt till he punith it, Gen. iv. 10. The voice of thy brother's 
* blood ciieth to me from the eurth.“ If it be a crying fin do mur- 
der a common perſon, what muſt it be to murder a king? * Who 
* can ftretch forth his band againſt the Lord's anointed, and be 
+ guiltleſs?“ 1 Sam. xxvi.9.. O then, what a crime mutt it be to 
Murder the eternal Son of God, who is thy cxaltec King, thy 2 
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laſtikg Father, thy dear Redeemer, and thy God who gave the 
a being. Child murder is a heinous crime, but what Chriſt mur- 
der is, no tongue can tel]! If on himthat flew Cain (that wicked 
man) vengeance ſhould be taken ſevenfold, what vengeance 
will be taken on bim that crucifies afreſh the Lord of Glory Z 
This confideration ſhould make all of us afraid of careleſs and 
unworthy communicating. x 

If we could communicate wot thily, we muſt be earneſt, not 
only for the life of grace, but atſo for the livelineſs of grace 3 
not only for the truth and fincerity of grace, but likewiſe for the 
activity and vigorous exerciſe of grace. So that a believer him- 
ſelf doth not eat and drink worthily,. unleſs the grace that is in 
him be excited and exercifed at this ordinance: There muſt be 
not only faith in the truth of it, but there muſt be faith realizing,. 


applying, appropriating, and making uſe of Chriſt's death and 


-purebaſe in this ordinance; Not only muſt there be a diſpoſition 
of ſoul to be hnmbled-for fir, but there muſt be actual monrning 
and melting of heart for ſir, and for particular fins, when we look 

on him we have piereed by them. Not only muſt there be a prin. 

ciple of love to Chriſt, but alſo an exciting of love to flame out 

to Chriſt, who loved us and gave bimfſelf for us. y 

Worthy communicating being a work of ſuch importance,. the” 
following Script oral Meditations and Advices are humbly offer- 
ed to Chriſtians, as an help in their preparation for it. Reading 
and thinking much on the ſubjects here propoſed, may thro? God 
bleſſing be uſeful to promote their babitual preparation for the 
holy ſuppe r. Chriſt's body and blood herein exhibited” are pure 
and holy things, and ſhould be received in prepared and cleanſed- 
hearts. His body never ſaw corruption in the grave, nor will be 

mixed with it in hearts where corruption is allewed. It lay in a 

virgin's womb, and in a virgin ſepulchre, and will ſtül be enter- 
tained in virgin ſouls and aſfections; in hearts purified and con- 

 ſecrated to God. In theſe Chriſt chuſes to reſide, and. not in thoſe 
where fin and the world, with the lufts- thereof are barboured.. 

Oh, had we grace to maintain and cheriſh the fear of God, and 
the love of Chriſt babitually in our ſouls, we migkt, without 

much pains, be prepared for coming ta him at his table. 

Did we always bear in our minds, that ſacramental occaſions 
are ſulemm appointments, and Bethel meetings with God, for re- 
ne wing covenant, and entertaining fellowſhip aud communion 
with him, we would guard more agaiaft formality greeping in up- 
on us in our preparations for, aud in our attendance upon this 

ordinance; then, alas, we de. Oh, ſuch formality will provoke 

_ the maſter of our ſolemn feaſts to withdraw from them, and 


then what poor, dry, melancholy, aud lifeleſs things will they be? 


What are ſacraments without Chriſt's preſence in them? O let us 
never be ſatisfied with communion ſabbaths, without communion 
with Chriſt in them. 

On the other hand, if we would keep up communion with 
Curiſt in theſe ordinances, let us beware of relying on our pre- 
vious pains or preparations, either for our right performing of 
our duty, or for our acceptance init: For we are never moro 


ready to miſcarry, and tv be diſapyointed, than when we are gu me 
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PREFACE. * 


of this reſting. Sundry go to the Lord's table with great humilia- 
tion for fin, and yet come away without comfort: Why? becauſe 
they make a Chriſt of their forrow, O what worth can we ſee 
in our beſt preparations, confeſſions, prayers, tears, humiliations, 
&c. if we compare them with the law of God? We have more 
cauſe to be aſhamed of them, than to lay any fireſs on them. 
Could we renounce all ſelf-confidenee, and difclaim all our pro- 
viſion in point of dependence, and caſt ourſelves wholly on Chriſt . 
for ſtrength, throngh-bearing,” and acceptance, we would have 
better ſucceſs at the Lord's table, than commonly we have. 

We ate never more ' fit for-this holy table, than when we are 
moſt humbled, and moſt aſhamed of ourſelves, becauſe of our un- 
fitneſs for this ſolemn approach; and we are never lefs fit, than 
when we think burſelves moſt fit and prepared for the duty. A 
holy deniedneſs to all felf-ſifficiency, and a deep ſenſe of unwor- 
thinefs and unfitneſs, is the beſt preparation we can attain to ſor 
this ſolemn ordinance.” Let us make holy David our pattern, 
when going to partake, Pſa], 1Ixxii. 16. * I will go ih the ſtrength 
© of the Lord God: Iwill make mention of tby righteouſneſs, 
even of thine only,” And let us pray with the Spouſe, Cant. 
iv. 16. * Awake O north wind, and come thay Touth, blow upon 
my garden, that the ſpices thereof may flow out.” Amen. 
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MEDITATION I. 


From Hb. xi. 7. 
By Faith Noah prepared an Ark ts the ſaving of his 


euſe, 


HOUGH the flood that drowned the old world was at 
many years diſtance, yet Noah was moved with fear 
at God's warning him of it, and prepat- d an Ark for his 
ſafety : and ſhall not unconverted unbelieving ſinners, who 
have a far more terrible flood threatened againſt rhem, 
and may only be a few days diſtant, take warning, and 
provide with all ſpeed for their ſafety ?!—Oh! ſhall I, a 
wretehed puilty ſinner, take reſt, while I am within the 
flood-mark of God's wrath, and not aride in time to pro- 
vide an Ark to flee for my ſafety ?—But, O good news! 
I have not the Ark to provide, it is prepared to my hand: 
God, ia bis infinite witdom and pity, hath made ready an 
Ark long ago ſor loſt ſinners of Adam's race to flee to; and 
now it is completely furniſhed and finiſhed, and all things 
228 fo that I have nothing to do but go and take 
eſſion. 

O what had become of me, and other periſhing ſinners, 
had we the Ark to build for ourſelves? Nay, the whole 
creation had nat been able or ſufficient for this puryoſe. 
How ſoon would the raging flood of divine wrath ſwee 
away all the arks of men or angels building! But thanks 
be unto God for ever, fur the excellent well-built Ark of 
God's de viſing, for the 2 ſpacious rooms and ſafe 


3 | lodging; 
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2 SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 


lodging-places within it, for the ſuitable accommodation 
and plentiful proviſion laid up therein, and for the door 
opened in the £de thereof for periil.ing fouls to enter by. 
The falvation of {inners by a crucified Chrilt, is a well-or- 
de red {cheme, a beautiful contrivance! Blefled be the inf.- 
nitely wwe contriver for it. I ſce all thirgs in Chr 
crucified necellury tor me: He is made of God to wen, 
* witdom, righteouſneſs, ſanct ificatiop, and redempricn,” 
There is in lim infinite wildem to guide me, a {fatleis 
rightecuſnels to cover me, precious blood to wach we, the 
Holy Spirit to ſanctiſy me, bis good word to Girect me, 
his juſt laws to govern me, and his infinite fulucis to Ups 
ply all wy needs: Safe and happy then would I be, were 
I found in him. O that, upon trial by Scripture marks, I 
. could conchide my ſelf to be within the Ark, to wir, a 
Crecified Jeſus ! 

Can I ſay, I have been warned of God, and moved with 
fear, to fly to this Ark? Have I diſcovered my fiiclterlets 
ſtate by nature, the waves and billows of wrath riſing and 
rolling againit me? Have I ſeen my own inability ro pra- 
vide an Ark for my elf, and the excellency and fitneis of 
the Ark of God's providing? Have 1 been made willing to 
abandon all falſe arks, and earneſtly inquiſitive how iv get 
into the true Ark.? Have I been made willing to uſe all 
appointed means for this end, to read, bear, meditate, pray, 
repent, believe, cflav to climb up the ſides of the Ark, and 

preſs to get in at the door the ot? Have I been willing to 
venture my all in the Ark, like Noah, nutwithſtandivg of 
the diſcouragemerts, ſcoffs, and hatred of the world for 
fo doing? Have I willingly acquieſced, ſheltered, and 
lodged my foul in Cui's Alk, and been made to fax, 
This is my reſt for ever, here will I cu el!:* Come what 
floods will, Chriſt hall be my Ark, his righteuutnels alone 
my refuge ud hiding; lace, 

Alas! ur on impartial tearch, have I nat cauſe to ſear, 
that 1 have not yet fled to the Ark, but am till expuled to 
the devouring flood ? ard can } be caly or quiet in ſuch a 
caſe? Can I t;bear crying. Wrat il all I do to get into 
the Ark Chriſt? Nay, What weuld | rot do to get imo 
it? Lord, what wovul'ft ton have me to do? Wuuleit 
thou have me to humble walett, conjeis, mourn, Fartwih 
fin, cloſe with Chriſt in Ius clices? Prifetibe, Lord, 


u hat thou wilt, I "wii not fſerupie whaith es coins me, 


am rejc!:yed vr on it, 


but obey thee without rcicive, 
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SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 3 


whatever it coſt me, that the ſolicitations of the fleſh, the 
temptations of Satan, the ſcoffs, reproaches, or perſecu- 
tions of the world, ſhall not ſtop me from flying to the 
Ark; I would break through all theſe to be found in it. 
Lord, increaſe and ſtrengthen my ſaith for that end, and 
help my unbelief. 

O how ſuitable is the Ark Chriſt to my deſtitute and 
miſerable condition: In myſelf J want all things, but I fee 
ſupply for all my wants in the Ark. I am poor, but I ſce 
gold in the Ark to make me rich: I am wounded by fin, 
but I ſee balm in the Ark to heal my wounds: I am blir?, 
but there is eye-ſalve in the Ark to make me flee: I am 
periſhing with hunger, but I fee bread in the Ark to fa- 
tisfy me: I am naked, but in the Ark there is white rai- 
ment to clothe me: I am polluted, but in the Ark there 
is a fountain to waſh me: I am expoled to more terrible 
floods than Noah was, but I fee the Ark Chriſt c n fave 
me from them all: Noah's Ark ſaved him only from a 
flood of water, but the Ark Chriſt ſaves from a flood of the 


| curſes of the law, and the wrath of God, which will {weep 


away all the unbelieving world, This flood role, ſwell: d 
high, and daſked furiouſly againſt our Ark; but the Ark 
was prof againit it, and ſheltered all the elect world from 
the flood, fo that not one drop did light on them. O how 
excellent is this Ark ! for it can ſave me from being o- 
verwhelined or carried away with any flacd, and particu» 
larly, it can fave me from being carried away with a flood 
of Satan's tempt«tivns which ſweeps away many, or with 
a flaod of indwelling corruption, with a flood of error, 
with a flood of profanity, or with a flood of neutrality and 
inditerency about ſpiritual concerns; by which floods, 
multitudes are deſtroyed. Let me then by faith fly to this 


| blefſed Ark, where all believers are preferved from theſe 


deſtroying floods. Behold, I run, I ily : May Jeſus draw 
me, and help me in! 

Bleſſed for ever be the God of heaven, for providing ſuch 
an Ark tur fallen ſinners upon earth. I defice to count all 
things but luis and dung, that I may be found in this Ark, 
among the preſerved in Chriſt [clus, whom no flood can 
reach. However this Ark be lighted by the world, I'll 
prize it above all things, and count them for ever happy 
who get into it, ſeeing God declares it, that there is no 
condemnation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, The 
Aik was flighted by the old world, aud Noah ridiculed 

N. for 
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for preparing it for himfelf and his houfe ; but it ſoon ap- 
peared that Noah was the wiſeſt man that then lived upon 
the earth. Few there were who entered with Noah 
into the Ark, and no doubt were reproached and mocked 
for their ſingularity ; but ſoon was the world perſuaded 
that they were the only wiſe and happy men in it. Bet» 


ter ſurely it was to have followed the eight perſons that 


went into the Ark, than to have joined eight millions of 
thoſe who were drowned in the flood. Should I be ſo fool- 
1 as to follow the old world in undervaluing the Ark, I 
mutt lay my account to be ſhut out and periſh with them 
too: Wherciore I will not fear the reproach of men for 
being ſingular in my eſteem of glorious Chriſt. May 
] be numbered among that happy coingany (however few 
the hy who love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in fincerity, and 
will bleſs Goa eternally for providing this Ark for drown- 


ing men! May I be one that will ever bleſs my lovely and 
loving Jeſus, that pitied me and took me in, when others 


were Waſhed off from the fides of the Ark, as adherin 
only to it by a dead and forma} profeſſion! May I be one 
that will ever ling to his praile, O amazing free love! 
that pitied and diſtinguuhed me, when the flood came; 
that poems drew and determined me in ſuch a manner, 
that 1 got into the Ark and was ſafe, when many others 
were walhcn off and periſhed for ever! 


— — — — — 


MEDITATION II. 
From 2 Peter ii. 4. 


Tod ſpared not the Augels that ſinued, but e:ff them deu 
to Hell. 


OW admirable, free, and diſtinguiſhing is the love 

of God to mankind lines, in pitying them in their 
low and loft eſtate! O how different is the caſe of fallen 
men upon the earth, from the caſe of fallen angels in 
hell, and that of damned fouls there! Manna is rained 
down upon us, While an eternal ſhower of fire and brim- 
one falls down upon them. They are bound in chains 
of datkneis, whilſt thou, Lord, art drawing us with 
cords of love. Thou didit not ſpare angels, nor take on 
their nature; but thou haft ned ws married our nature, 


and exalted it to the heavcus. 
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hope under the deluge of God's wrath, while the plea- 
ſaut Rainbow of the {acrament appears to us, as a tuken 
of God's covenant of grace, and of his willingneſs to ſe- 
cure us from that overtiowing flood, by tlie interpoſition 
of his dear fon in our nature. O huw welcome ſhuuld we 
make that guſpel Rainbow ! | 

Lord, thy wrath foon broke out againſt the angels that 
fell; thou didit puniſh them immediately upon their fn» 
ning againſt thee, Thou didſt not wait for their repen- 
tance, nor make any ofler of mercy to them; but, pre- 
ſently upon their firſt offence, didſt condemn them to ever - 
laſting chains of darkneſs. O how far different is thy man- 
ner of dealing with us! Long haſt thou waited upon ns 
aſter we have linned; yea, thou baſt followed us with 
thy mercy after many refufſals of it, and even after our 
trampling the precious blood of Chriſt under our feet! 
Marvellous and peculiar is thy mercy to fallen men in re- 
ſpect of falien angels! Glory to (avereign free mercy, that 
thou didit not caſt us off for ever without a parley, as thou 
didit them; but waits to be gracious to us, long ſtretching 
out thy hand, and caliing us to repeutance, ſaying, Turn 
ye, turn ye; why will you die ? 

Againſt the {inning angels God was fo provoked, that 
he reſolved within himſelf, and hath kept his reſolution 
ever lince the beginning of the world, and will keep it 10 
all eteruity, that he will not ſo much as enter into a par- 
ley with theſe creatures, however glorious they once were, 
nur be reconciled to them upon any terms; yea, that lie 
will hear of nu terms, but will revenge himſelf upon them 
to all eternity.-May not then the hearing of this cauſe 
us to quake and tremble? for why might not the Lord. 
have dealt with us in the fame manner, who were far 
more wretched and miſerable creatures than angels? Sure- 
ly if a king be ſo angry with an offending nobleman, that 
was once his ſpecial favourite, as to baniſh him from courr, 
aud afrerwards hear of no terms of reconciliaticn with 
bim; would not a footman, or mean ſervant, that had 
offended, when hearing of this, begin to dread, and ſay, 
O what will become of me a poor man, when the king 
treats his peers lo feverely ? I may ſurely deſpair of re- 


miſſion or reconciliation with him. So, in like manner, we 


poor clay worms, upon hearing of God's ſeverity ts fallen 
angels, might have been overwhelmed with fear, if the 


Bible had nat d ns, oy the lon of God his © delights 


2 3 Vere 
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© were with the ſons of men; that verily he took not on 
© him the nature of angels, but he took on him the ſeed 
© of Abraham, Heb. ii. 16. and that he gave himſelf to 
be a ſin - offering and ſacrifice for men! Altoniſhing news! 
Glory to God for thele glad tidings of great joy 

O admirable love to Adam's rebellious oft.pring! Haſt 
thou, Lord, paſt by angels, and remembered us in our low 
eſtate! and in thy infinite compaſſion become our ſurety, 
to appeale divine juſtice for our heinous ſins, when no o- 
ther ſacrifice could do it! O what ſhall we render to thee 
for this diſtinguiſhing love! Sarely our condition in Adam 
was no better than that cf the augels who left their firſt 
eſtate. By nature we were in a molt dreadful cale, lying, 
like Iſaac, bound on rhe altar, to be a ſacrifice to the jul- 
tice of God, and the {word of juſtice lift up to give the 
kill og blow, until the Son of God diſcovered himſelf as 
the ram caught in the thickets, and calling to juſtice, 
hold thy hand, looſe them, and bind me in theie 
room; I'll be the ſacrifice ſor them. In chooſing ſal» 
len men, and not angels, Gad gare an amazing inſtance 
of the ſovereignty of his grace, that he would be 
merciful to whom he would be merciul ; would paſs by 
the ſuperior nature, and chooſe the inferior; preſer veilels 
of clay to veſſels of gold! What can we ſay? Nothing, 
but wonder at God's free grace! —Unipeakable love! 
Lord, it had been much if thon hadit provided an angel to 
mitigate our ſuſſeriags in lel!, by giving us drops ot Ma- 
ter to cool our tengne ; but that thou thould!t have condes» 
ſcended to come and change roms with us, lie in hell for 
vs, and infter the very paius aud agonics due to us, is love 
that paſſeth knowledge. 

Lord, when I contider thy diſtigguiſhing pity, and luw- 
ſtoop, to pur chaſe and recover ſach clods of earth and 
fin with thy blood and agonics, I am amazed at thy love, 
confounded at my own ingratitude, and aſhamed at the 
voldueſs and hardneſs of my heart! Oh! was Chriſt wil- 
ling to change rooms with the like of me, and ſhall nor I 
be willing to change rooms with him, and at his demand 
to part with the filthy rags of my fins, and take on the 
robe of his righteouſneſs? O ſhall not this amazing love 
of Chriſt conitrain me to love him again, and live to him 
that died for me ? ſhall it not conſtrain me to think on 
him? conſtrain me to cloſe with and truſt in him? cons 
ſtrain me to commend him? conſraia me to hate and 
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avoid his enemy, fin ? conſtrain me to adhere to Chriſt's 
truths and ways? to perſevere in prayer, fraile, and holy 
walking ? 

Are fallen angels left, and fallen men pitched upon to be 
the monuments of free grace, to fill up the vacant rooms 
which angels tell from? What ſhall I fay to this, but, 
© even fo, father, for ſo it plealed thee ;“ let thy ſove- 
reign free grace be the eternal ſong of both men and an- 


gels. Not unto us, not unto us, but unto thy name be 


© the glory.“ Bleſled be God, that I hear this joy ful 
ſound of reconciliation with fallen men, and of a treaty 
of peace carried on with them : The devils never heard, 
and never ſhall hear ſuch news.— But Oh, if I come not 
in, and accept of the terms and offers made to me in the 
goſpel, I'll put myſelf in a worſe cafe than the devils : 
For it cannot be charged upon fallen angels, as ou fallen 
men, that God was willing to be reconciled to them, and 
they would not. Now then, when the golpel treaty is 
proclaimed, God forbid J be found guity of refuling his 
terms, ſcorning bis offers, and def ing bis threatenings. 
O how fhall 1 efcape, it I negicct { great” and wonder» 
ful * ſalvation” as is tencered to me? Neglect it, Lord, I 
dare not, I will not. Lo, I come, I accept, I ewbrace, 
I take hold of thy covenart, and the teal of it tendered to 
me: I renounce the old covenant, I break league this day 
with all thy enemies, I proclaim war againſt them: I clcte 
with Chriſt Jeſus, both as my rightecuine & and ttrengzth : 
I make a full and free ſurrender and reiipration of my» 
felf unto the Lord, to be his and his Gul, in all Jam, and 
in all I enjoy, to be ordered and difpeled of for his glory 
and fervice. Lord, I am ihme; 1 will nat be my own, 
I wil! not be the world's, tur 174% be thine, thine only, 
and thine wholly ; thine to love thee, terve and obe y 
thee without reſerve; ſince thou wouldit have no nature 
but mine, I will have no will but thine. I renounce my 
own will, and take thine for my ruſe. Lord, I am thine, 

la ve thou re; and | will rumpct ſorth the piailes of 
fice grace and redeeming love for cyer. Amen, 


MEDI 
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MEDITATION III. 


From { falm cxlviis 20. 
He hath not dealt ſo with any nation. . 

HE nation of Ifrael was lingulariy privileged aboy 
others; they were taken into covenant with God, 
they had God's word and ordinances, the means of convers 
lion and (alvation; they had the guipel revelation, the 
knowledge and promiſes of the Mefliat.—But we under 
New-Tettameut times, and in Britain, are yet more pecu- 
liarly privileged with ciearer light and diſcoveries of the 
Mefſtial than the nation of Ifrael had. They lived under 
a darker and harſher diſpenſation of the covenant of grace 
by Moſes, Whole firit miracle was the turning of water 
into blood ; but we hve under the clearer and ſweeter 
diſpenſation ot it by Chriit himſelf, whoſe firit miracle 
was the turning water into wine, that cheers the heart. 
Tue nation of Icael were called a people near umto God; 
but in goſhel times we are allowed yet nearer acceſs to God 
than they had. — The children of Iſrael were not allowed 
ſo much as to touch the mount en which the Lord came 
down ; the men of Bethſhemiſu had not liberty to look 
into the ark, the place of his reſidence: — But, behold, we 
are allowed to take a near view and ſteady louk of a cruci- 
fied Jeſus in the ſacrament, who is tae image of the in- 
© vilible God, the brighinels of his father's glory, and the ex- 
* preſs image of his periun ;* yea, we have liberty not only 
to look to him, but allo to touch him, handle his wounds, 
embrace his perſon, and lodge him in our hearts. 

The advantage of a clear revelation of a crucified 
Chriſt in the gufpel ordinances, aud particularly in the 
Lord's ſupper, is an invaluable privilege. If the royal 
Pſalmiſt admired the divine geodneſs in caufing the fun, 


moon, and ſtars to ſhine ia the firmament for man's be- 


hoof, and therefore cries, * what is wan that God is thus 
© mindful of him?“ How far greater cauſe have we to fay 
ſo, when we obſerve how God cauſes the Sun of Righteous 
ne{ ſhine ſo brightly in the firma ment of goſpel ordinances, 
and © the day ſpring from on high to viſit us“ with the 


light of laving knowledge, and of eternal ſalvat ion through * 


him ?—Again, if the Pialmiſt exalts God's goodnels fo 
much in his giving the beaſts of the field, fouls of the air, 
and fihes of tlie lea, to be food for man; what ground 
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have we to admire and praiſe God's infinite merey, in 


giving us the fleſh and blood of his on dear ſon to pre- 
ſerve the lives of our fouls! O what rare goſpel-fealts are 
theſe which God allows us in the land wherein we dwell ? 
and O how wonderfully are they preſerved and continued 
with us, from time to time, by the miraculous working of 
God's mercy and power i while others are viſited with 
cleanneſs of teeth, and a famine of the word of God. He 
hath not dealt with every nation as with ns, 

And, Lord, how diſtiaguiiting is thy goodneſs unto 
me a moſt unworthy creature! By thy mercy I was born 
in a valley of viſion; and I dwell in a lighiſome Goſhen, 
when multitudes of others, in pa and pupiſh nations, 
are covered with Egyptian darknels, and fit in the region 
of the ſhadow of death. I hear beaven's free market-days 
of grace prockimed, when others bave ſilent Sabbaths; 
I am invited to a rich banqueting-houſe, when uthers are 
ſtarving for want of the bread of life. O that I could vas 
lue my mercies aright ! Ic is a great privilege that I 
am allowed to ſpeak to the great God in prayer, and to 
hear him ſpeak to me in his word! But ſtill he puts a 
greater honour upon me, by calling me to enjoy intimatg 
communion and fellowſhip with himſelf, yea, inviting me 
to fit dowa with bim at his rable, and feat upon the fruits 
of Chriſt's death, and benefits of his purchaſe — Oh, I 
am not worthy of the leaſt crewb that falls from rhe chil» 
dren's table, and far leſs of being fet down at the table 
with the children to eat Fü bread, and ſnare of the 
da inties provided for them by their heavenly father ;'if 
Peter, after having ſeen Chriſt's glory and his own vile- 
neſs, judged himſelf unworthy to be in the ſame ſhip with 
CErift, and therefore cried, * depart from nie, for l am a 
# ſinful man; bow ſhould I, the chief of ſinners, adven- 
ture to fit at the ſame tabie with him, and feed upon his 
fleſh and bloud ? Amazing condeſcenſion! 

O what diſtinction doth God make among nations, in 
ſending the goſpel ro them, with clear views and pre ſſiug 
offers of a crucified Jeſus to periſhing ſouls! And what 
cauſe have we in theſe nations of admiring the diſtinguiſh» 
ing goodneſs of God to us in this reſpc beyond others! 
Would we not admire his goodneſs, if he cauſed the fun 
to nine only in our horizon, as he did on Goſhen, when 
other nations were covered with darkneſs, as the land cf 
Egypt was ? yet ſurely the goſpel ſun is by far a greater 
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mercy.— The goſpel is indeed a joyſul ſound, Pſalm Ixxxix. 


15. ſo called, with alluſion to the filver trumpets made 
ule of under the law to call the people to the ſolemn aflem- 
blies, and to intimate tothem the feait of the paſſover, which 
repreſented the love and ſufferings of the Meſſiah. A joy- 
ful ſound the goſpel is indeed, if we compare it with the. 
ſound of the law's curſes and threatnings thundered from 
mount Sinai againſt ſinners. But, behold, this joyful ſound, 
bringing ſalvation, comes from heaven,even to heayen dar- 
ing ſinners, who had openly rebelled againſt the God of Hea- 
ven! Glad news! Bleſſed are they who know this joyful ſound; 
know it ſo as to believe it, admire it, entertain it, and compl 
with it, fo as to receive Chriſt offered therein to loſt ſinners. 
Lord, I make this joyful found welcome; it is mulic to my 


ear, and a cordial to my heart, I reckon their feet beautiful 


who bring ſuch glad tidings to my foul. O how welcome 
would men make them, who ſhould bring them an invention 
that would ſecure their eſtates from conſuming, their houſ- 
es from burning, or their bodies from dying !—but here we 
have the ſure news cf an iovention that doth much more 
for us than all this, even a device that ſecures us from hell, 
and enſures vs of heaven. Ovught I not then chearſully to 
comply with this joyful ſound, and fall in with the call there- 
of? God forbid that I ſnould fivp my ears at it; it had been 
better for we then never to have heard uf it at all: How 
dreadful would my cate be at the judgment-day! How 
wauld devils, Turks, heathens, and my own conſcience, 
upbraid me in hell ro all cternity for my folly in ſhghting 
this joytul ſound! ſurely Gad may flight the mournſul found 


of their prayers in time of diſtre{s, who flight the joyful 


ſound of his goipel in time of health.——But, Lord, I bleſs 
thee for it, I love it, I receive it, I wekcome it, I fall hear- 
tily in with it, and will admire it tor ever. 


5 % 
' 


MEDITATION IV. 


From 1 77 ili. t. 
B:h:14 what manner of Love the Father hath beſtowed 


upon us 7 


N the amazing work of our redemption, we are called 
to behold and admire both the love of the Father, and 
the love of the Sun. Uuſpeakable love of the Father! that 
| contrived 
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contrived our redemption, pitched upon and gave the Re- 
dee mer. O how readily accepted he of the Son's * ta 
ſuffer and latisty infinite juitice for ſin in cur room! Upon 
our fail, he might juſtly have faid, No, the foul that ſins 
ſhall die perionally, I' admit of uu furcty. But, glory to 
the blefled Father, ſuch was his love to us, that when the 
dear Son aid, Father, I will be ſurety for the ſinners of 
mankind, let my blood be ſhed for rbeirs, let the biow light 
on me, let: me die in their room; ſuch was the love and 
pity- of the Father to us, that he preſently accepted the 
offer, held our Redeemer at his word, ſaying, Be it as thou 
haſt faid : © Awake, O {word azainſt the Man that is my 
Fellow: ſmite the Shepherd, and fpare the ſheep. III 
glorify my jutlice upon my own dear Son, rather than up- 
on them. Amen, laid the blefled Sun of God: 1 will de 
the facritice, 

O love unſpeakable, both in the Father and the Son! 
Human love, angelical love, is nothing to is! O what is 
the love of creatures one o another, to this love of God 
to man! Aſtoniſhing lose! that the eternal Son of God, 
intreated by no man, but hated of al! men, mould in bis 
love and pity iatreat jor men; Yea, undertake and die 
for them, when enemies to Cod and all that is good! O 
* the breadth, O the length, O the depth, O the height 
© of this love of Chriſt, which pafſeth knowledge I may 
poſſibly feel it, but 1 cauudt fathom it. The love of crea- 
tures is nothing to rhe love of Chriſt. It was great love 
that Jacob bare to Rachel, that he endured the heat of 
ſummer, and froſts of winter, tor her: Brit all that was 
nothing to the winter form ich Chriſt tuſtercd for us. 
It way extraordinary, lve that Jouathan had to David, 
that he would pci vu his lite to avert bis father's wrath from 
him: But what was that ro Ciniit's love, that took on 
his ctergal Father's wrath, which was ipfinitely greater 
than Saui's, and actually laid down his hte to avert that 
drt ad I tform of a rath fm us! hat love was :: that 
made lum ſtand before the month of bell jurnace, and fuf- 
fer himlelf to be frorched witl it, in the melt terrible man- 
per, that ke might figp the flame from breaking gut on us! 
Behold him receiving the {word of jultice i: te his bowels, 
to prevent its being meathed into our hearts! Behold, when 
the {ea of God's wrath raged and u as rempeſtious, threats 


eving to {wailow vs all up; Chriſt came, aud faid, like 


Jouah, Sparc thelc poor ſinners; take me up, aud caſt me 
11ts 
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into the ſea in their ſtead, that the ſtorm may be appeaſed 
againſt them! Chriſt was willing to be caſt into the ſea of 
wrath, to be a bleſſed plank of mercy for ſhipwrecked 
ſouls to grip to, and be ſaved. 

Admirable love of the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who would give his dearly beloved Son, out of free love 
and pity to man, to die and ſuffer wrath for him! and 
would chuſe rather to ſee his dear Son agonizing and ſtrug- 
gling under infinite wrath for a time, than to fe an cle 
world ſtruggling in hell among devils for ever! O who can 
utter the mighty acts of the Lord! who can ſhew forth all 
his praiſe! O Father of raercies, from all eternity thou 
foreſaw our fall and miſery, and, in thy wiſdom and love, 
didſt contrive a noble remedy for us: Thou even didſt pro- 
vide a ſurety for man before the debt was contracted, a 


ſavionr for him before he was loſt; and by this glorious 


ſurety thou haſt found out a noble way to ſatisfy both the 
demands of juſtice and intreaties of mercy, and glorify 
both thoſe divine perfect ions at once, By this, Lord, we 
know thou loveſt us, that thou haſt not with- held thy Son, 
thine only Son from us, to be facrificed in our room; and 
graciouſly calleſt us to commemorate thy love, in provid- 

ing this ſacrifice, at thy holy table. -loftead of this, 
thou mighteſt juſtly have called multitudes of us together, 
to make us a ſacrifice to thy juſtice for our heinous ſins and 
rebellions againſt heaven. But behold, thou calleſt us toge- 
ther to thy Table upon a quite other deſign, even to in- 
timate to us a facrifice of thy own providing, ſufficient for 
us all; and actually ro behold the bleediog victim of the 
innocent Lamb of God, who willingly, at bis Father's 
call, gave himſelf to be ſlain to take away the lias of the 
world! Lord, what didſt thou ſee in ſuch creatures, to 
make thee love us after this manner? Nothing, but much 
to make thee lothe us; yet the time when we were molt 
lothiome thon mad'it it the time of love! Surely * thy 
thoughts are not as our thoughts, nor thy ways as our 
© ways” How aſtoniſhing was thy conduct in redeeming 
us when loft? And worfe are we than devils, if we be not 
raviched with the love of the Father in projecting our re- 
demption, and with the love of his eternal Son that made 
him leave his glory in heaven, and even wade through hell 
to fave the dregs of the creation. 

O what manner of love is this, that the Father did give 
his eternal Son, to die for thoſe who deſerved eternal wrath 


for 
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for their rebelliun and treaſon againſt himſelf! When no- 
tice was firſt given in this lower world, that the Son of 
God was coming down to it from heaven; what could 
have been expected, but that his buſineſs here would be to 
condemn the world, and haſten the execution of thoſe he 
found in arms againſt him? But O!: who can think, and 
not wonder, that he ſhould have {ent him to ſuffer and die 
for ſuch as forfeited their lives, and deſerved to be flaur; 
ea, for ſuch as were alienated from the life of God, and 
full of enmity againſt him, unworthy of any place of a- 
bode upon earth, and by their wickedneſs fully prepared 
for hell! O how ſurpriſing it is, that God would, in 
this our miſerable ſtate, ſend the fon of his love to die 
for us, to reſcue us from deſerved wrath, and purchaſe a 
new title for us to life and glory! Behold what manner of 
love this is, that the juſt ſhould ſuffer for the unjuſt, the 
juſt prince for the unjuſt rebels that were in arms againſt 
him, the King of Glory for the children of diſobedience, 
tne obedient Son for mortal enemies? O this is ſuch a 
manner of loving, that the bigheſt tranſport of wondering 
cannot reach: For ſcarcely for a righreous man will one 
© dare to die; but God cominends his love to us, in that, 
© while we were yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us.“ Rom. v. 
8. | 
Oh how am I able to hear, ſpeak, or think of this love, 
and my heart not burn with an admiring ſenle of the free- 
neſs and riches of God's grace; and with a vebement ha- 
tred and indignation againſt my fins, which contributed to 
Pierce and crucify my glorious Redeemer! Can I be but 
raviſhed with iove to him, -when le comes to communi- 
cate his love to cue at his table, and lay, Behold how T1 
have loved you, and given myſelf tor you! I was © cut off, 
© bat notfor myſclt; I was wounded for your tranſgreſſions, 
© and bruiſed for your iniquities.“ It was for you I was 
betrayed, reviled, condemned, and crucified ; for you my 
hands and feet were nailed to the tree, my head crowned 
with thorns, and my ſide pierced with a ſpear: And all 
this I ſuffered, that you might be ſaved from hell, and get 
ſin forgiven, and God reco:ciled to you for ever. 
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MEDITATION v. 


From /d. viii. 4. 
IF hat is Nan, that than art mindful of him! 


HEN David beheld the heaven, with its glorious 
luminaries, the fun, moon, and ſtars, and the 
mighty works of Gd in the creation, and conlidered what 
a mean figure man made amongſt them; he admires God's 
condeſcenſion and goodneſs in his concern and pains about 
him, in his works of providence and redemption. Lord, 


1 


- what is man, fallen man, that thou ſhouldſt notice him fo 


much ? a poor, vile, ſinful worm! And yet how lingular- 
ly minded and honoured is he, in God the Son his under- 
taking to be his cautioner and ranſom ! Had he done it for 
angels, it had not been fo marvellous; but what is man, 
that God ſhould viſit him in this manner ? ſhould pay him 
a homely viſit in human nature, to fee what ailed him, to 
hear his complaints, and know feelingly his wants and mi- 
ſeries, tbat he might the better {ympathize with him, re- 
lieve and ſupply him. 

But who is this that comes to pay this viſit to man? E- 
ven he that is King ot kings, and Lord of lords, who is 
infinite in majeſty and power, in tiches and glory. How 
awful are the deſcriptions given us of him in the Bible ? 
* Great is our Lord, and ot great power, his under ſtand- 
«© ing is infinite. He calls the ſtars by their names. What» 


© ſceyer he pleaſeth, that doth he in heaven and in earth, in 


© the ſeas and all deep places.“ And it is laid of his comin 

to judgment, Dan. vii. 10. © A hery ſtream iſſued forth 
from betare him, thouland thoulands miniſtred unto him, 
© and ten thonſand times ten thouſand ftcod befure him.“ 
And yet this almighty perſon, the great God, condeſcends 
to clothe himſelf with our nature, and ſtoops to the very 
ground, in the moit luwly manner, to pay a kind vilit to 
his rebelliovs creature, man, even man that is a worm; 
and when he gets nor acceſs to him at firft, he continues 
to ſtand and knock at his Cour, O how marvellous is this, 
thatehe who is omnipotent, that could by a word have 
annihilated fallen man, and cre«ted a more amiable crea» 
ture in all reſpects in his room, {ould ftoop fo low to him! 
that he who is omniſcient, and perfectly knew man's 
| unworth- 
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unworthineſs, his enmity, his ingratitude, and what un- 
kind returns he would make for the greateſt kindneſs, 
ſhould court him ſo earneſtly ! that the Judge of heaven 
ſhould come down from the bench, and put on the pannelt's 
clothes, that he might anſwer and fatisfy the law for him ! 
that the great General of the armies of heaven ſhould put 
himſelf in the room of a poor condemned deſerter, to ſuf- 
fer for him! that the Creator ſhould ſtoop to die for the 
creature, even the great God for a worm, man, is love 
that {wallows up our thoughts and language! What can 
we think, what can we ſay of it! It is love that paſſeth 
knowledge! the moſt penetrating angel cannot fathom. its 
height, its depth, its breadth, or its length! Why?! for 
its heiglit, it is infinitely higher than the higheſt heavens, 
For its depth, none can fee its bottom, for it made him 
ſtoop as low as hell. For its breadth, it is as broad as the 
whole earth, and the whole heavens too; it comprehends 
all his people, even the pooreſt outcaſt on earth, as well 
as the higheſt ſaint in heayen. For its length, it never 
ends, but continues without interruption, notwithſtanding 
of provocations ; nay, it is drawn out parallel with the 
lonzeſt line of eternity. 

Lord, what is man that thon ſhouldſt have minded him, 
viſited him, and loved him fo! a creature moſt unlovely, 
ugly, and black as hell; that had got the image of God 
razed out, and the image of Satan pictured in its room.— 
A creature lame and impotent, that could not riſe hut as 
Chriſt lifted him, could not ſtand bit as he upheld him, 
could not walk but as he led him, nor move bur ꝛs he drew 
him.—A rebel that was in league with hell, that hated 
his Sovereign, and was plotting wich the devil to pull the 
crown off his head, —A creature made lothſome by fin in 
God's ſight, yea more lothſome than a new born infant 
wallowing in its blood, than Job when full of boils, than 
Lazarus full of ſores, or a dead «carcaſe crawling with 
worms.—A creature that was undeſirous of God's viſit or 
help, and unwilling to accept of it; that (aid to him, De- 
part from us, we deſire not the knowledge of thy ways.“ 
A creature that cantemned his love, rejected his offers, and 
trampled his blood. —Who would have pitied ſuch a crea» 
ture? one ſo poor, fo vile, fo miſcrable! It had becn much 
to have given him an alms; but for the Son of God to give 
his life for him, may ſtrike men and angels with aſtoniſh- 
ing ſurprite for ever. Lord, what is man!” a poor 

: B 2 | feeble 
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feeble crawlirg worm, that thou ſhouldſt be mindſul of 
„ him* after this manner? And what are we, that we 
ſhould ſtill have the oifers ef this love continued to us? Oh, 
ſhall we ever make liglit of this love any more? I be- 
* lieve, Lord, help my ur belief.“ 

There is a parallel text, Pial. cxliv. 3. Lord, what is 
man that thuu takeſt knuw ledge of bim? or the fon of 
mau that thou makeft acce unt of him?“ What a poor 
liitle thing is wan, that theu ſhuuldſt make ſo great account 
of him, put fuch reſpect upon him above all other creatures, 
fo as to condeſcend to ſtand in a nearer relation to him, 
than to any other, as that of a father, a brother, a buſband, 
a friend, &c. yea mere, thou haſt dignified this poor 
thing, man, fo much as to aſiime his nature into an ineffa- 
ble perſonal union with ihe ſecond per fon of the ever glo- 
ricus Trinity, whereby the nature of man is exalted above 
all the angels cf heaven. Ir is not the angelical, but the 
human nature which God hath choſen to tabernacle in; 
and now it is honoured fo far, as to be fect on the right 
hand of the Majeſty on high.— The great acccunt God hath 
of this little thing, man, appears further in the great coſt 
he hath laid cut for him. Why? God not only gives his 
creatures to die fur man, to yield him food, but he alſo 
gives his Chriſt to die for him, to precure him eternal life. 
Again, how great is the goodneſs which God hath laid up 
fur him hereaftcr ? Eye hath not ſeen it, ear hath not heard 
it, nor hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive 
how great it is! OV hat a favourite of heaven muſt this 
little creature, man, be ! 

Lord, who can but wonder at the horour thou haſt al- 
ready put upon man, and at the favours thou ſtill defgrs 
for him! Great things haft rh:ou laid out, and great things 
haſt thou laid up for man. 1 admire thy low Hoop in the 
viſit thou madeft man, in the incarcation of thy dear Son, 
and in thy viſit in the goſpel proclamation, and cffer of 
pardon through him! but let me ftill plead for another 
viſit in the eſfeſion of thy Holy Spirit: This other viſit 
thou knoweſt is neceſſary te make the former eſtæctual to 
my ſalvation. May then thy Holy Spirit work faith in 
me, to fall in with thy glorious device for the redempt ion 
of man in all points, to accept of thy love offers, and reſt 
upon thy free promiſes ef ſalvation through Jeſus Chriſt, 
and his moſt perfect righteouſneſs. Amen. 8 
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MEDITATION VI, 


From 1 Cor. x. 4. 
And that Rock was Chrift, 


OW uſeful was that rock in the wilderneſs to the If-- 
raclires ſojourning there, after it was {mitten dy 
Moſes's rod: When they were ready to periſh in that dry 
deſert, the rock lent forth ſtreams of water to them in 
reat abundance ; ſtreams that followed them up hill and 
down hill, in all their turnings and windings, marches 
and countermarches through that weary land, That rock 


Y 


was to them a lively type of Chriſt, who being ſmitten by 


the rod of the law's curſes, whoſe miniſter Moſes was, 
ſends forth plentiful ſupplies to his people, while travelling 
in the wilderneſs of this world. There are two princi- 
pal ſtreams of bleſſings which he ſends forth, moſt ufeful 
to us, to wit, a {tream of blood for our juſtification, and a 


ſtream of the ſpirit for our ſanctification. The channel 


or conduit pipes, for conveying theſe ſtreams to us, are 
the ordinances and promiſes of the goſpel ; and through 
thele pipes theſe bleſſed ſtreams run freely to all true be- 
lievers, from the Rock Chriſt, which was broached for 
them. 

Oh, how coſtly was our redemption to our dear kinſ- 
man Jeſus Chriſt ? dear did our ſouls coſt him! The Rock 
of our ſalvation was cleaved aſunder, rent aud pierced to 
the very heart, to let out the waters of life to us, by which 
only we can be prelerved frum eternal death, and obtain 
eternal life. How coſtly and precious are the ſtreams of 
Chrilt's blood and ſpirit, his mercy and grace, which flow 
from the ſmitten Rock, and follow us thrcugh the wilder- 
neſs in the free offers of the goſpel! They are lite-giving 
ftreams, fire-quenching, hear t-ſoftning, ſoul-cleanſing, heal- 
ing and fructiſy ing ſtreams: Welcome then ſhould we make 
theſe ſtreams io bur fouls in this dry and thirſty land.— 
Likewiſe the rock was to the Iſtaelites a ſhadow from the 
heat, and a covert from tempeſts and ſtorms: So Chriit, 
our Rock, ſcreens us from the ſcorching heat of vindictive 
Juſtice, and from the waves and billows of God's wrath. 
— Row neceſſary and uſeful is the Rock Chriſt to the f 


of fallen men! Ob, let me never, Jeſhurun-like, Vghtls 
B 3 eltcem 
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eſteem this Rock of our ſalvation. 


lieve, Lord, help my unbeliet. 


O how much ſhould my heart be aſſected at thy holy ta- 
ble, when I ice the Rock of my ſalvation ſmitten by the 
rod of juſtice, and behuld the bloody ſpear pierce into his 
heart! O Rock of ages, what made thee to rend and cleave 
fo! O Brigianeſs of thy Fatlicr's glory, who has disfigur- 

? O River of life, clear as cryſtal, who hath 
troubled thee ſv? Oh, it was my fins, my pride, my paſ- 
ion, my unbelicf, my worldiinefs, my hardnets, impeni- 
Thete were the cauſe of my Redeemer's ſuf- 
teriags. The iniquities of ſiatul men were laid upon bim. 
When he was pierced, it was I that ſhould ha ve been ſmit- 
When be groaned and {wate blood, I ſhould have 


is my 


ed thee 1o 


rence, &c. 


ten. 


howled and roared in hell. Harder than the rock 


O let me never go to 
falſe rocks, or falſe ſtreams, for ſhelter or ſupply in ſtraits, 
when the true Rock is ſo near, and the ſaving ſtreams run 
cloſe by my door ; yea, follow me daily in the channel of 
the word and ſacraments: Streams appointed by Hea ven 
to anſwer all the caſes and ailments of loſt ſinners.—0 
mall God in his tender mercy provide ſuch a wonde: ful re- 
me dy, ſet the Rock a-broach for me, and cauſe its ſtreams 
to follow me; and ſhall I be fo fooliſh as turn my back up- 
on them, and retuſe to apply or make uſe of them? O 
ſave me from ſuch curſed ingratitude and madneſs; I be- 


heart, if I can tee my dear S«viour ſmitten and pierced, 


and not mourn. O can] tec his fide and heart ſtreaming 


out blood, and mine eyes not pour out tears! Can I behold 


the Keck faiitten for the fins of men, and not adore the 


holineſs and juttice of God manifeſted therein? Can I ſee 
my innocent Saviour wounded and flain for my fins, and 


my foul not hate them; yea, {h.ll I not be filled with bor- . 


ror and trembling at temptarions to fin ? 


Let me, at my Saviour's call, approach to his table, and 


come near to the Rock of my ſalvation, and hearken 


to the 


raging billows of infinite wrath, dathing againſt the Rock 
for my fins, and even making the Rock to groan, ſweat, 
and tremble under the preſſure. O what a dreadful burri- 


cane of wrath did he endure, to keep the ſu elling ocean of 


divine wrath from overflowing gnilty men! Surely my glo- 
rious Emmanuel's groaning ard iweating blood under the 


ſtrokes of God's Vengeance, is a greuter evidence 


the 


implacable wrath and indignation of God againſt tin, than 


if he bad hurled all the recks of the creation in: 


o the 


midſt 
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midſt of the fea, yea, or a thouſand worlds of men and 
angels into hell. O that, while I am beholding this fight, 
I may tremble at fin, come by faith under the ſhadow of 
this Rock, and run into the clefts of it for ſatety. Here I 
would be out of the reach of the law's curſes, and threat» 
nings of wrath ; and though I hear the roarings and daſh- 
ings of the ſca upon the Rock, yet a drop of it could not 
touch me. 

O that I could imitate Moſes, when I am at the table, 
and {mite the Rock by the rod of faith, that the ſtreams 
of Chriſt's blood and ſpirit may flow out to me. What 
was his error will be my wiſdom, to {mite the Rock oftner 
than once, to put forth many acts of taith on jeſus Chriſt, 
ſuch as the diſcerning, aſſenting, appruy ing, deriviug, re- 
ceiving, cloling, embracing, truſting, pleading, applying, 
and appropriating acts of true faith. May I, like Iirgel 
of old, Deut. xxXii. 13. be helped by fanh to ſuck honey 
out of the Rock, and oi] cut ot the flinty Rack: Honey 
and oil, {weetneſs and fatnets, quickeving and comtort. 
How ſhall I come at this honey and vil? Only by ſucking : 
And how {hall I fuck, but by the mouth of faith ? There 
is no ſucking without it. Neither can I ſuck by faith, un- 
leſs God make me do it; for it is faid, Dent. XxXXII. He 
made them to fuck honey out of the Rock.“ It is God 
that muſt give me both a mouth and ſtrength to fuck, 
faith in the habit, and faith in exerciſe, It is only the 
blau ings cf the north and fourth Winds cn the garden, 
that make the ſpices to flow out. * Awake, O north wind, 
* come thou ſouth, blow upon my garden ;* bring faith to 
life, that I may fuck honcy from Chriſt in tte facrament, 
Chriſt's breaſts are now full; O let not faith be wanting, 
for it it be wanting, I can fuck nothing: Blefſed be God, 
Jeſus Chriſt, my Redeemer, is the authcr of tanth. Lord, 
increaſe my faith, that I may fuck horey from the Rock, 
But whar honey may I expect from it? Auf. The ho- 
ney of pardon of fin, O how ſweet is this honey — The 
huney of peace and recunciliatten with God ;—the honey 
of a law-biding righteuutiets z the honey of accels io, 
and communion with God ;—the honey of enlargement 
of heart, and leofing of bands, &c. O let me ever luck 
from this Rock, the Reck that anſwers all my neecs, and 
richly fupplics all my Wants. — Let me alto, under all my 

ſtraus, ſupport myle'f with the Pfalmitt's cordial, Plal. 
xvili. 46. The Lord liveth, and bleiled be my 135 
; y 
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Why ſhould believers in Chriſt droop in any condition, or 
look like dead men, while their Lord liveth, and weir 
Rock ſtandeth? Blefſed be God, my Rock is a living and 
lafting Rock; my hopes may die, my comforts die, my 
frames die, my gitts, my wealth, and my relations they 
may all die; but I rejvice in the news, that my Lond will 
not die, nor my Rock fall. He once died for me, but he 
is rilen again; coud news! Now he is alive, and will die 


no more. 


MEDITATION VII. 


From Zech. xii. 10. 
They ſhall lock upon e whine thy have pierced, 


aNG r,. 


HIS promiſe hath a reſpect, not only to the Jews 
when converted, but to all fizners when brought to 
repentance. We have all pierced Chriſt, in as much as 
our ius were the cauie ot his death; * He was wounded 
© for dur tranſg eſllons.“ Now, a believing light of a pier- 
ced Saviour, is the beſt ſpring of torrow tor tin; it is taith's 
look ro a crucitied Chriſt. that will ſet us a mourning after 
a godly fort. O that this promiſe may be made good to 
me at this time, that I may be helped to look believingly 
upon Chriſt as pierced for my fins, my pride, my paſſion 
my uavelect, my carnality, my diſobedience, my impeni- 
rence, mv fins of the heart, of the tongue, and of the 
life, that I may confeſs and bewail them, mourn and wee 
over them before the Lord. Oh! when ſhall I mourn and 
weep it not now, when I am called to lwok upon my 
dear Lord and ſurety at his table, all red with blood for 
my red and ſcarlet - coloured fins ? I will not now ſtand afar 
off, and look to my Saviour on the crols, as theſe women 
who followed him from Galilee, Luke xxiii. 49. No, I 
will come cloſs to bim, take a near look, and a narrow 
view of his wounds and piercings by my {:ns, that I may 
ſ:e how wide and deep they are, that my eye may affect 
my heart with godly ſorrow for ſin. 
When I look on him, I'll conſider the dignity of the 
perſon pierced by and tor me; he is the Almisity Creator, 
the glorious Emmancs), the Plant oi renown, the Prince 
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of the kings of the earth, that is pierced and nailed to a 
croſs. Jeremiah laments in the captivity, that princes 
were hanged up by the hands, Lam. v. 12. But what 
were the princes of Iſrael to the Prince of Peace, the 
King of Glory, whom I ſee hanging nailed through the 
hands on the croſs, and his blood poured out like water 
upon the earth! O it is royal blcod, the bicod of God, 
that I ſee running dowu to ſatisfy juſtice for my fins; and 
will not ſuch a fight cauſe me to mourn for them? Canl 
look on my lovely Redeemer, ſtript naked, mounted up, 
and fixed with nails to a turmenting crols ? Can I lee his 
kead pierced with thorns, his back pierced with ſcour- 
gings, bis hands and feet pierced with big nails, his fide 
pierced with a ſpear, and his heart pierced with ſorrows 
tor my fins, and my heart not mourn for them? Yet all 
the piercings and wounds of his ſacred body were but 
ſmall, to the piercings and agonies of bis ſou], when be 
drank the cup of his father's wrath for we, which made 
him cry out, My foul is excecding {orrow ſul even unto 
* death; my God, my God, why Laſt thou forſaken me?“ 
Can I behold this loving Jetus, ſtanding in my roum, bear- 
ing the wrath of a Deity for me, and my heart not bleed? 
Can I fee him, when the {word-ot juſtice was drawn to 
ſmite me, opening his breaſt to receive e ſtroke into his 
heart, and my heart not melt within we? Lord, grant 
me ſuch a ſight by faith, of a wounded bleeding Saviour, 
as to make me a melting and mournit g ſinner. 

How can I leave this ſubject until my heart be more af- 
feed ? Had I been pgerſorally at Mount Calvary, and with 
my bodily eyes had ſeen my dear Redeemer racked and 
nailed to the tree? Had I ſeen kim litted vp berween hea- 
ven and earth, that the nations might behold him, with 
bis arms ſtretched out to en:brace finners? Had I beheld 
his dying looks, and kcard lis dyivg greans ? Had I teen 
his precious blood for many heurs tun from his wounded 
hands and feet to the earth? Cetld I bave ficod by with 
dry eyes, ot an unconcerned heart, efpecially when I had 
thought he was ſuffering all this out of love to we, for my 
ſins, and in my room? My then ſhould I not be as much 
concerned, when I come to his table ta celebrate the me 
morial of that fe arſul tragedy, and louk upon the cutward 
ſigns which repreſent the fame! Lord, give me faitl.'s eye 
to behold the things ſignified thereby, even the bleeding 


and dying of the glorivus Emmanuel. — And what kind ef 
6 blood 


** 
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blood is it I ſee running down ? Ir is innocent blond ! pre- 
cious blood! royal blood ! heart blood ! Nay, the blood 
af the eternal Son of God, one drop whereof is worth an 
ocean of our blood, and is of infinite value ; and yet be- 
hold all this blood is ſhed for ſuch worms as I am! O can 
I think long upon this ſubject, and not find my heart pain- 

ed with love, and be ready with Joſeph, to ſeek a ſecret 
place to weep in? Had an ordinary man been executed for 
my crime, it would have affected me all my days; how 
much ſhuuld it touch me to ſee the Son of God put to 
death for me! The ſun fainted, the heavens mourned in 
black, the earth quaked, and the rocks rent, when this 
black tragedy was acted; how much mcure ſhould my her 
rend and mourn at the repreſentation of it before my eyes! 
Surely my mourning ſhuuld be great, deep, and bitter 
mourning, as in the text, like the mourning ef a parent 
for the death of an only ſon ; or like the mourning of 
Hadadiimmon in the valley of Megiddo! O what was 
the death of King Joſiah to the death of King Jeſus, the 
eternal Son of God! O my dear flain Lamb, fhall I not 
mourn and weep over thee ! ; 

Oh! can I ſee his blood run down in ſtreams, and my 
eyes not pour out {ume Crops! Did Chriſt ſweat blood, and 
weep blood for my fins, aud ſhall not I weep tears for them! 
Shall I not give drops of water for ſtreams of blocd! A- 
las! I am more ſparing of my tears for Chriſt, than Chriſt 
was of his blood for me! How faſt did the blood trickle 
down Chriſt's cheeks in the day he wore the crown of 
thorns for me? But how flowly do the tears fall from my 
eyes when I commemorate his dying love? Can I ſhed 
tears in plenty for a dead clijd! and have IT re ſerved none 
for a ſlain Saviour? Yea fhin by my fins! How fad is it 

to ſee ſo many weeping eyes at a ſuneral, and ſo many dry 
eyes at a communion table? Alas! this is a ſad ſign of few 
looking by faith to him we lave pierced ! few ene of 
the evil of their fins, that were the hammers which drove 
in the nails into his bady. O for a realizing act of faith, 
repreſenting all that the Lamb of God ſuffered, in the 
greateſt certainty and cleareit evidence, that it is no de- 
viſed fable. O for an applying and appropriating act of 


faith, to bring all home to mylelf, and ſay, © He loved 


me, and gave himſelf for me!“ 
What a hard heart js this I have beyond others! Can I 
ſee others weeping and mourning over a ſain Saviour, that 


ſe at 
lame 
come 
pour 
into ( 
hear! 
Viou! 
mou 
caſio 
ing 
this 
now 


look 


ee 
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ſe at the ſame table, eat the ſame bread, and drink the 


lame cup with me, and cannot I get one tear! Is God 
come with his bottle waiting for my rears? Do others 
pour into it plentifully, and have I not one tear to drop 
into God's bottle? Lord, what means the hardneſs of my 
heart, and the dryneſs of my eyes, at the ſight of my Sa- 
viour's bleeding and dying for my ſins? When ſhould I 
mourn and weep, if not now! Was there ever ſuch an oc- 
caſion for tears! Oh! doth God intend to relerve bas 
ing for me in hell, where tears ſhall never be dried up! 
this is wharlI deſerve, if I be bard-hearted and dry-eyed 
now. But, Lord, pity my hardneſs, and give me ſuch a 
look as thou gaveſt Peter, that may cauſe me weep, wt, 
weep bitterly, at the rememurance ef my ſins which pier» 
ced tice. 


MEDITATION VIII, 


From Luke xxii. 61, 62. 


The: Lord looks 2d upon Peter— Aud Peter went out and 
wet bitterly. 


1 ſince my looks to thee are ſo flight, fo waver- 
ing and inconftant, that they make little or no im- 
preſſion upon my hard heart, do thou vouchlale to look 
upon me with pity and with power; fur thy louks are 
eflicacious, and melt down the hardeſt heart. O give me 
ſuch a look as thou gavelt Peter, when be denied thee, 

and began to curſe and {wear : A look that may bring me 


to myleif, and cauſe me to weep, and weep bitterly at the 
remembrance of my tins, my unbelief, nus pride, my pal 
ſion, my ditobedience, which vierced thee, my deareſt 
Lord and Saviour. * Look thou upon me, and be merciful 
© unto me, Ptalm cxix. 122. Chriſt's look to backſliding 
Peter was werchlal, and full of compaliion 3 bis bowels 
yearved for his puor dilciple, when ready to fall into the 
devil's arms by total and final backfliding, and prevents 
him ſpeedily. He would not let him lie long in that dif- 
mal ſtate he fell into, as it were on the very brink of hell, 
but prefently plucks him back, and recovers him. In like 
manner, Lord, look on we, and recover me {peedily when 
J fail into Gn, Jett my next flep be into hell. 

Chriſt's 


24 SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 


Chriſt's look to Peter was a preventing look; he look- 
ed on Peter before Peter luoked to his Saviour for mercy, 
and before he looked on himſelf, or upon his fin, and the 
danger he was expoled to by it, Glory to my Redeemer 
that watches over his people, fees and minds their danger, 
when they themſelves are little thinking upon it; he is 
more careful of them tian they are of themſelves. How 
marvellous was Chriſt's l-ve, that would be ſo concerned 
about Peter at ſuch a time, when he himſelf was amidſt 
his bloo-ly enemies, and upon trial for his life? Even then, 
as it were, he forgets his own danger,-and takes notice 
of the danger of his ſervant: He, being * the great Shep- 
© herd of the ſheep,* ventures all to reſcue one of his 
flock out of the mouth of the lion,” and © from the 
© paws of the bear.” O who wonld not defire to belong 
to the flock of lauch a faithful, loving, and compaſſionate 
Shepherd ! 


The look Chriſt gave Peter was a convincing look; it 


laid open his fin to him with all its aggravations, which 
made it very bitter to him. It ſpoke ſuch language to 
him as this; © O Peter, what haſt thou done! Hatt thou 
© caſt off thy Saviour! And haſt thou ſaid, thou knoweſt 
© not me, who knew thee from the womb, and am going 
© to die for thee ? Doſt thou not know me that called thee 
from thy nets, chat empowered thee to preach the goſ- 
© pel, and work miracles; that kept thee from ſinking in 
c 


the waters? Am not I he thou ſaweſt ſhining on Mount 


© Tabor? Even he thou ſaidſt thou v. could rather die than 
deny?“ O for ſuch a convincing lock from Chriſt, that 
would picrce and melt my heart, and make me weep bit- 
terly both now and at his table, for my bale ingratitude, 
in difowning and piercing my dear Redeemer ! | 

Chritt's look to Peter wis a powertul and overcoming 
look ; it conquered his will, looled him trom the world 
and fin, and made him yield preſently ro Chriſt: he was 
not able to hold out a moment Jon ger, but, like Joſeph, ſeeks 
a ſecret place to weep in. Q how powerful is a look 
from Chriſt! It is ſufficient to bow the molt ſtubborn will, 
and melt the hardeſt heard; it can turn “ the rock imo 
6. ſtanding water,” and * the flint into a teuntain of water,“ 
Plaim cxiv. 8. How powerful was the lo6k he give to 
poor Jerutalem, when lying in their blood; a look that 
cauſed them to live, Ezek. xvi. 6. How powerful was 


the look he gave to Zaccheus on the ſycamore tree, Luke 
| xix. 
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XiK-.5, O for ſuch a look as would bring me preſently 
down, in like manner, from the Sycamore of my ſelf- con- 
ceit and ſelf-righteouſneſs, and from my beſt beloved ins 
and idols, and cauſe me receive Chriſt joyfully into my 
heart, and go with chearfulneſs to his table, and receive 
the ſeal of his covenant, ſaying, © my Lord, and my God!“ 
Chriſt's look to Peter was a peculiar and diſtinguiſhin 


look; the power and grace of God went alongſt with it 


io change Peter's heart, and bring bim to his right mind. 
Chriſt looked on many thouſands that were never the bet - 
ter of it, He looked on Judas after he betrayed him, and 
when he preſumed to kils him, and reproved him too for 
his baſe treachery : But neither that look nor reproof melt - 
ed his heart. As the beams of the {ame very ſun hardens 
clay and ſoftens frozen earth; fo a look from the ſame je- 
ſus, © the Sun of Righteouſnefs,” left Judas hard and im- 
penitent, whilſt it ſoftened Peter's heart. The one went 
on in his villainy, whilſt the other relented, and melted 
into tears. Why? he looked but on the face of Judas, but 
he looked on the heart of Peter. He looked upon the one 
with a frowning judicial look, but looked upon the other 
with a recovering and drawing look. Chriſt's look to Pe- 
ter was accompanied with the inward influences of his ſpi- 
rit on his heart, otherways it had been ineffectual. Ob, 
if he would vouchſafe fuch a gracious look to my trozen 
heart, and ſoften it? I would fain bring my hard heart 
and lay it before this bleſſed ſun, and wait until he draw 
by the cloud, look through and ſhine upon it. Lord 1 
tremble to go to thy table with this hard heart, leſt thou 
ſhouldſt look on me with anger, as thou didſt upon theſe, 
Mark iii. 5. upon account of the hardneſs of their hearts. 
Lord, I deſire to be grieved for my heart-hardneſs and 
to look to thee whom I have pierced by it. Gire ſuch a 
look to my heart as thou gave to Peter's, melt it down 
into penitential tears, and caule me to go alide and weep 
bitterly. ; 
Chriſt's look cauſed Peter to remember and think upon 
Chrilt's words to him. It is in and by his word that he 
works upon ſinners hearts. O if the ſpirit weuld bring 
the word to my mind, ſet it powertully home upon my 
conſcience, and fo give the happy turn to my foul. Lord, 
help me to Ly up thy words, and ponder them in my 
heart: and O bring them always ſeaſonably to my view, 
that when J fall I gay not Eu long uuder fin, nor con- 


unue 
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tinue in a ſtate of backſliding from thee. May I have 
ſuch a look from thee, as mall look all my idols out of 
countenance, and look my wandering heart into a right 
frame for covenanting and communicating work: A look 
that ſhall put new life in all my drooping graces, and 
kindle ſuch a flame of love to Chriſt in my heart, and of 
indignation agaiuſt fin, as all the devils in hell ſhall never 
be able to quench. A look that ſhall make me weep, 
while I live, for piercing Chriſt the Lamb. 

Oh, ſhall others ſhed tears in plenty for ſin, and my 
eyes remain dry ? Shall others get their kcarts broker, and 
mine continue hard! Lord, thy grace is free; O how ca» 
ſy were it for thee to melt my heart, and moiſten my eyes: 
One touch of thy hand, nay one look of thy countenance, 
one caſt of thine eye, is ſufficient to do it, O turn unto 
me, and give me one mercitul lock : for thy ordinance 
will be lifeleſs, and loſt unto me, if thou look not on me. 
How can I go to the table to behold Jeſus, my ſurety, all 
red with blood for my red and ſcarlet · coloured fins, while 
my heart doth not mourn, nor my eyes run down ? Sure- 
ly the ſtreams of my Saviour's od deſerve to be la- 
mented with tears of blood, and all IT not do it, at leait 
with tears of water? Was he we led for my tranſgreſſi- 
ons, and ſhall not my heart bleed, nd eyes weep, for his 
wounds given him by my fins? 


* > © 


MEDITATION E. 


From AIlattbh. xv. 27. 
And fhe ſaid, Truth, Lerd, yet the degs eat of the crumbs, 


HIS woman was a Canaanite, and lived among hea- 

thens, yet ſhe had greater knowledge and faith of 

the Meſſiah than the moſt af the Jews. Her faith, humi- 

lity, patience, and reſolution, amidit the greate{t diſcou- 

ragements, are bere recorded for a pattern aud encourages 
ment to deſponding believers in all ages. * 

This woman was fy ienfivle of her miſery, that flie ad- 
dreſles Chriſt with great earneftoels for help: She bath net 
ſpeak calmly or coldly to Chriſt, but the cried unto him, 
and followed bim with her crics, ver. 22. 23. Su elv, if 
I were duly affected with my {piritual wants and mile ries, 
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I would ſpeak to God in no other language than that of 
cries and tears. O what canſe have I to bewail my cold- 
neſs and indifferency in prayer, and the little ſenſe I have 
of my dangers and neceſſities, which are great beyond ex- 
preſſion! - 

This woman, notwithſtanding her great earneſtneſs and 
ſtrong faith, met with very great trials and diſcouragc- 
ments in her addreſſes to Chriſt. 

1. Her firſt trial is Chriſt's filence to her, when crying 
to him for mercy, ver. 23. He anſwered her not a word.” 
Strange! not a word from a meck and merciful Saviour, 
that never put a poor ſinner, ſeeking mercy, away from 
him before ; but ſtill invited all to come to him for it. 
That is a fore temptation, Lam. ii. 8. When I cry and 
© ſhout, he ſhutteth out my prayer. Believers are apt to 
think that God ſhuts out their prayers in wrath, when it 
is not fo, Chriſt heard this woman, accepred her, was 
pleaſed with her, and ſtrengthened ber to hold on in pray- 
er, though he did not immediately anſwer her. He en- 
tertained her with ſilence to draw her on to be more im- 
portunate, and to try her faith, patience, and perſeverance, 
and thereby to teach us to be follywers of thoſe who thro? 
faith and patience do now inherit the promiſes. Chriſt 
keeps the door bolted for a time, that we may knock the 
harder, Matth. vii. 7. © Aſk, ſeek, knock.” The choice ſt 
mercies come to us aſter the greateſt wreſtlings. Like- 
wile I fce here, that there is love in Chriſt's heart to 
wreſtling ſouls, even when frowns appear in his looks; 
wherefore let metake encouragement from him, though he 
flay me, yet to truſt in him. 

2. Another fore triad the woman met with, was the an- 
ſwer Chriſt gave his diſciples when interceding for her, 
whereby he {cems to exclude her out of his commillion, 
ver. 24. I am not ſent but ro the luſt ſheep of the bouſe 
© of Ifrael.“ The Jews were called ſheep, but the Gentiles, 
dogs. The Jews were indeed to have the firſt offer of 
Chriſt's grace and purchaſe. Though the woman might 
have taken Chriſt's words as a plain repulle, yet ſhe ſtudies 
to put the beſt ſenſe un them ſhe can, and continues her 
importunity. Which teaches us never to leave the Throne 
vt Grace for any diſcouragement. 


3. She gets a repulſe yet more ſharp than the two for- £6 


mer, even after ſhe had come clole vp tv him, and fallen 
down at his feet, ſaying, * Lord, help me.“ Then it is 
| CS: Chritt 
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Chriſt ranks her among the dogs, theſe that were without 
the covenant, profane and unclean, Now, one might 
think (he is cut off by that word, and will inſiſt no more 
after it. Nay, ſhe takes hold of that word of reproach, 
and pleads upon it in the text, © Truth, Lord, I am a dog,” 
vile and unworthy ; yet let me humbly aſk the dogs room 
and privilege, even to creep beneath the children's table, 
and gather lome crumbs of mercy. O how much is con- 
tained here for our inſtruction and imitation ! 

1, What cauſe have we, © Lord, to bleſs thy good- 
neſs, that we Gentiles, of dogs are now become children, 
and allowed to come to thy table! And, at the ſame time 


to fear thy juſtice, ſince the Jews, of children, are now be- 


come dogs, and ſhut out as unclean! If they were cut off 
who crucified thee in thy low cftate, what may we ex- 
pett, if by our ſins, we crucify thee in thy glory? Let us 
not be high minded but fear. 

adly, Chriſt puts the ſtrongeſt faith of his people upon 
the ſharpeſt trials: He thinks fit, for bis own glory, 

where he gives much grace tvtry grace much. 
3dly, Thoſe who are eminent in faith are moſt humble; 
this woman was ſo. O how humbly did ſhe plead with 
Chriſt ? She threw herſelf on the ground, lay low at his 
feet, and from the duſt, cried for help; fie claimed no- 
2 only begged for mercy. And when Chr iſt ſpurned 
her from his feet, calling her a dog, ſhe doth not murmur 
nor complain of his harſh carriage, but humbly takes with 
the charge; Truth, Lord,” thou doſt not miſcal me, nor 
call me fo bad as lam; I am a dog, a molt vile and 
uoworthy creature, and have no right to the children's 
dread, and mult ſtarve if thou haſt not mercy upon me. 
She can bear any thing, the worlt frown or chaſtiſement 
from Chriſt, only ſhe can't bear being excleded from his 
mercy and grace; {he would have fume token of it, tho” 
never fo (mall: She claims not a Benjamin's meal, nor a 
Tthild's portion, only let her have a dog's crumb. Lord, I 
take patiently the ſtripe from thee; give me but a crumb 
after it, and I'll go away ſatisfied. Surely the more hum- 
ble any ſupplicant is at a throne of Grace, he comes ſtill 
the better ſpeed; for the © Lord reſiſts the proud, but 

ives grace to the humble. | 

4thly, God's uſual method of diſpenſing his mercy and 
grace to ſinners, is firſt to caſt them down before he raiſe 
them up ; he firſt humbles and lays them low in a ſenſe of 
their 
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their unworthineſs and vileneſs, before he advances them to 
his favour. We muſt firſt fee ourſelves to be as dogs, * lefs 
© than the leaſt of all God's mercies,” before we ate fit to 
be dignified with the privileges of children. 

5thly, When unbelief draws diſmal concluſions from 
every thing, and tempts us to quit our grips and hopes, 
upon any dark diſpenſation, and to ſay with that wicked 
king, 2 Kings vi. 33. © This evil is of the Lord : What 
* ſhould I wait for the Lord any longer!“ Behold, faith 18 
a valiant and impor tunate grace, it puts the beſt conſtrue- 
tions upon all Chritt's actions; it is ſharp ſighted, to ſee 
and take hold of all adyantages to ſtrengthen itſelf, and finds 
encouragement even in that which 1s diſcouraging; That 
which ſeemed to cut off this believing woman's hope, ſhe 
improves it as a ground of hope, and an argument in pray- 
er, Truth, Lord, yet the dogs eat, &c.“ q. d. Even the 
worthleſs dogs belong to the family, and though they may 
not feaſt with children at the table, they may creep under 
it and gather crumbs, theſe off-fallings that weuld be ſwept 
to the door ; this will not wrong the children, Let me 
ſtand in relation to Chriſt, though in the meaneſt (tation, 
even that of his dog; I'll be thankful for it, or for any 
thing, if he do not turn me out of the houſe, 
 Gthly, When our dilcouragements are greateſt, we 
mould learn from this woman, never to give over the ex- 
erciſe of faith and prayer; but to look on all our diſar- 
pointments in the ſucceſs of prayer, as excirements to 

reater earneſtneſs in prayer. Faith will nat ſer limits to 


the Holy One; though ſpeedy anſwers be not given to our 


prayer, it becomes us to wait God's time, who is the 
beſt judge of rhe fiiteſt ſeaſon: © He that believeth wilt 


not make haſte;* Why ? he knows his extremity is God's 
fit opportunity. 

7thly, A reſolute adhering to Chriſt by faith under trials, 
is moſt pleaſing and acceptable to him; as when we per- 
ſevere in the ule of means when ſucceſs is ſmall, when we 
depend upon his promiſe, and look to his power; when. 
under the darkeſt difpenſations we watch over our hearts 
and ſteps, that they do not decline from his ways, as theſe 
in Pſal. xliv. 17. 18. And glory to him that gives us fuch 


encouragement for this reſolute adherence to him, as the 


mercitulneſs of his nature, and his faithfulneſs, which at- 
fure us, there is more good-will in his heart, than is viſi- 
lie in his dealings; and that his providence will never 

C 3 give 
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give his word the lie. He gives in ſceret ſtrength to hu a 1 
people to adhere to him, when he ſeems moſt oppoſite ty bea 
them, as he did to this woman, He loves to bring about dee 
Bis people's mercies by means improbable and contrary, ta _ 
glorify his wiſdom. He delights to bring light out of thit 
darkneſs. | | kin 
Sthly, Great will the reward at laſt be of the believer's Wo! 
faith, humility, and perſeverance in prayer; for, faith | fore 
Enriſt at length, v. 23. C woman, great is thy faith; be | of 1 
© It unto thee even as thou wilt.” pier 
ton 

| | triu 

MEDITATION X. 4 0 

18 
From 1 Cor. ii. 24. | 0 | 
This do in Remembrance of me. : tl 
n 
0 My ſoul, here is a folemn ordinance inſtituted far C 
keeping up the remembrance gt. a crucified Jeſus; for 

and behold it was appoimed by bhimſelt, when he was juſt it a 
a-gving to do more for us than all the angels in heaven ret. 
could have done, even to make atonement for our lins by me 
his death and ſufferings; and he twice repeats his dying . hav 
charge to us, v. 24. and 23. This do, this do ye.“ Men = vill 
ule ty regard the commands ef their dying friends, aud Wit 
perform tl.cir wills religivully ; and ſhall nut | with plea» | lov 
fure obey the will and command of a dying Redeemer, har 
when the thing is ſo eaſy and agreeable, to eat and drink = to7 
at bis table in remembrance of him? U I forget thee, O Thi 
friend of ſinners, let my right hand forget its cunning, &c. Io e 
Our loving Redeemer well kiew the treachery of our acly 
memories, the worldlineſs of our hearts, and inconſtancy tha 
of our aſtections, that we would be ready to let his deatlr ta 
and love lip out of our thoughts, and therefore he would Sav 
have the ſigus of his ſufferings frequently preſented to our bad 
eyes. Alas! for the curled ingratitude of my heart, that Li 
is fo apt to forget him that remembered me when there me 
was none to pity me; but glory to him that takes ſuch Civ 
* pains to cure my forgetfulnels, by ſerting forth Chriit cru- tab 
cified ſo evidently before my eyes in the broken bread and 1101 
poured out wine in the ſacrament.— I look upon this ordi- [ 
nance 43 a viſible repreſentation aud commemoration of :ny tha 
Savicur's death and ſufferings for his people, which he will as | 
have continued till he come again to judgment. It is like al. 


4 
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a marble pillar ſet vp upon his grave, with an inſcription 
bearing account of his glorjous atchievements and mighty 
deeds, his giorious ſufferings, conflicts, and victories, fur 
his people. — Wherefore, as oft as he calls me, I will go 
thither, and put all the honour and reſpect I can upon my 
kind benefactor : I will remember his love, proclaim his 
worth, and publiſh his prailes. I'll hereby own my ſelf be- 
fore the world to be one of. his diſciples, and a follower 
of the Lamb. I 'll declare my abherreuce of (in that 
pierced him, and my gratitude to the Lamb for the a- 
toning ſacrifice he offered up for me upon the croſs. I'll 
triumph in this as the only ground of my hope. I'll pus 
tie cruwn on his head, aud caſt all wy crewns down at 
lis fect, and cry, Worthy is the Laub that was flin, 
and has redeemed me from my ties by his blood; wore 
* thy is he to receive all honour, power, glory, and dumi- 


nion, for ever and ever.” 


Glory to my dear Saviour, that ſeeks no greater return 
for all his labour of love, than a thankiul remembrance of 
it at his table. Oh, ſhouid I grudge to give ſuch a ſmall 
return to him that ſatfered the pains of death and hell for 
me! Had he bid me ſacrifice my tuft born, and give all I - 
have to the poor, or go in pigrimage to the Holy Land to 
viſit his ſepulchre, or go tv the top ct Mount Calvary 


whuaere the crols ficod, as a token of thanktulneſs for bis 


love, could I ha ve refuled it? But he pus ne to no itch 
hard taſk.— Lord, thou bids me nut go to a bloody ſcaffold 
to remember thee, but to a well-cuvered table to do It. 
Thou bids me not go there to biecd or buin for thee, but 
to eat and drink; not the bread coi aff..ctivu, or Mater of 
adverſity, but bread that ſtrengthens te heart, aud wine 
that cheers the drooping {piric, bread and wine which 
thau haft ſanct ified and bleſled ivr me.— Surely, O dear 


Saviour, I owe my lite tothe, nay a tuculznd lives it 
bad them; but it is pot my lite, but wy Wenur y and thoughts 


I 


tou art calling for; i is not to die tor thee, but to re- 
member thee. Didit thou ink the cup of wrath on the 
ciols for me, and will not I drink 4 cup cf bleſhug at tlie 
table for thee, nay fur niyic!!, and fur my eternal ſalva- 


$ion ? 


Let me go then to this holy table, with faith, love, and 
thanktuinels, tio remember Chriſt aud bis dying love, 
as he commands me. And while I remember him, let me 


alo receive aud embrage lim, as my bieccing High Prie 


it, 
in 


2 —SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 


in the arms of my faith, and at the lame time throw my 
guilty ſoul into his wounded arms, for ſaving me from 
wrath —Let me go and remember the woundings and 
piercings of my Redeemer, with a pierced and wounded 
cart for thcie curicd ſins which nailed ard killed the 
Prince of Life. Let me kencetorth be the death of fin, 
which was the death of my dear Savicur. Oh, fhall I 
ſuffer ſin to live any longer in me, that would not ſuffar 
my Redeemer to live in the world? 

But let me conſider my High Prieſt before-hand, and 
what of his ſufferings I ſhuwuld remember at bis table.— 
I'll remember Low the glorious heir of all things denuded 
himſelf cf his riches and glory, how he left his throne of 
Majeſty to lodge in a virgin's womb ; yea, to be born a- 
mong beaſts, and..cradled in a manger, for ſuch a worm 
as mc ! I'll remember how he was attacked by the devil, 
contradicted by linners, and reproached by rhe world fer 
my ſake l- lil remember how er row ful his foul was in 
the garden, when the bitter cup was put in his hand; and 
how he ſwate, how he prayed, how he fell to the ground, 
till he was quite overwhelmed with wrath, and covered 
with his owa blood for my fake!—T'i] remen.ber how Le 
was fold for a {mall price, and baſely betrayed by Judas ; 
how he was taken by the {oldiers, tied as a malefactor with 
cords, denied by Peter, forſaken by all his diſciples, and 
leſt alone among his cruel and inſulting enemies.—T 'l] re- 
member how he was blindfulded, mocked, ſpit upon, buf- 
feted and affronted by ruthans a whole night, and patiently 
ſuffered all for my ſuke.—I'll remember how his lovely 
countenance was dichgured with blows, and the plucking 
the hair off his cheeks; and low the ſweeteſt face ever 
the ſun ſaw, was all beliceared with blood and {j.itting for 
my fake.— I'll remember how he that clothes the lilies of 
the field, was himſelt flripped naked, brund to a pillar, and 
cruelly ſcourged, till the pavement of Pilate's judgment- 
hall was all be deu ed with his precious blood, — I'll remem- 
ber how the crown of thorns was plaited with the ſharp 
points turned inward, put upon his head, and driven into 
his temples with a reed, tik they pierced his fkull in ma- 
ny places, anda new ſhower of blood run down his bleſſed 
neck.—-I'll remember ho the heavy croſs-tree was laid 
upon his ſcourged and bleeding ſhoulders, and he made to 


carry ii through the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, forth of the gates, 


and up mount Calvary, to the place of execution, until 
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his ſtrength was ſpent, and he fonndered under the burden. 
Ie remember how the crofs-tree was laid down and 
my Saviour itripped naked and ſtretched out upon it as a 
rack; and how he was faſtened to it with four big iron 
nails through his hands and feet, and the croſs lifted up 
and let fall into a deep hole digged for the foot of it, to 
the violent rending and widening of bis ſacred wounds, by 
which he hang, until all his blood ſtreamed forth at them, 
and he expired amidſt the moſt exquilite tortures. 

I'll remember ally the ſufferings of his ſour at that time, 
when the Lord ran upon him as a giant, and made his 
ſoul the butt ot his envenomed arrows, the poiſon whereof 
drank up his ſpirits, until his ſtrength was dried up like a 
potſherd.— I'll remember how bis ſoul was troubled and 
nonpluſſed at the diſtant proſpect of this cup; and how 
fore amazed he was {con after when it was put into his 
hand. — I' remember how the taſting of it caſt him into a 
bloody ſweat and agony, which dyed his garments red, 
and bedewed the ground where he lay.—1'll remember 
how he was broken with breach upon breach, till all the 
ſea billows of divine vengeance went over him, and the 
Lion'of the tribe of Judah was made to roar under the 
ſtrokes and bruiſes cf the flaming ſword, Pal. xxii. .— 
I'll remember the dgeadſu] hidings of God's face he lay 
under, until he was made to cry, © My God, my God, 
* why haſt thou for faken mc ?*—I*ll remember the inex- 
orableneſs of divine jultice, that would nut ſpare him one 
(tripe, bate him one farthing of the debt, nor one drop of 
the cup; ſo that he Crank till he cried, It is finiſhed,” 
and gave up the ghoſt. Glory to him for bis love in finiſh- 
ing the werk. 


MEDITATION XI. 


From TIII p. i. 23. 


For Jam in @ ſtrait betwixt tuo. 


the Apolile was in a ſtrait whether to chuſe to 


S 
| A die or to live, ſo am I in a ſtrait whether to go to 


the Lord's table, or to ſtay back. Now, thou calleſt me, 
Lord, to cclebrate the memorial cf thy death, yea, to 


tealt wih thee at thy holy table, and I know not what 
| to 
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to chuſe; Iam in a ſtrait betwixt two. My heart is fo 
unholy, and my unworthinels ſo great, I tremble to go 
forward to feaſt with a God ſo holy, and whole purity is 
infinite; and yet my wants are ſo many, and my neceſſi- 
ties ſo great, that my caſe is hopeleſs if I ſtay back: Lord 
I can go to none elſe in all the world to ſupply my needs, 
bat to thyſelf alore.—But oh, when I think of going ſor · 
ward, my guilt ſtups my mouth, and fills me with bluſhing, 
Lord, if the holy angels, thefe pure and unſpotted feraphims 
who burn in zeal tor thy ſervice, muſt even cover their 
faces before thee ; how ſhall I venture into thy preſence, 
I whoſe zeal is ſo languiſhing, whole love is fo cold, whoſe 
mind is ſo earthly, and prayers ſo dull? Shall I approach 
ſo near a holy God in ſuch a caſe? But what then ſhall I 
do! Shall I join with theſe worldlings who were bidden 
to the feaſt of the great King, refuſe, and make my ex- 
cule ? Then I fear the King will be angry, declare me un- 
worthy to taite of his ſupper, yea, {wear in his wrath 
that I ſhail never enter into his reſt. 

Lord, I abbor myſelf for my unworthineſs and vileneſs, 
my guiit and pollution; but where ſhall I go to get help 
and remedy for it, but unto thee alone? Hait thou not 
bidden me come, theugh my fins be red as crimſon ? Have 
not many ſuch come to thee, and found relief and help ? 
Surely, O Lord, thy goodneſs is greater than my fiuful- 
neſs, and thy mercy furpaileth my miſery ; for though my 
fins reach even to the clouds, yet thy mercy is above the 
heavens. O merciful Father, extend thy free, boundleſs 
mercy to a miſerable, helpleſs ſinner: Surely miſery is the 
proper objet of mercy. Holy God, if thou help me not 
for the fake of my mileries which I have deſerved, yet 
help me for the fake of thy mercies which thou haſt pro- 
miſed ig Chriſt, thy dear Son. Wherefore I plead for 
Chriſt's fake, that thou wilt hear the cry of my miſeries, 
and not the cry of my fins. + O doth not his precious blood 
cry louder for pardon, than my fins for puniſkment ? Lord, 
hear the cry of that blood, and let it not be as water ſpilt 
upon the ground. For the fake cf that prevalent blood, 
pity, pardon, and accept a poor unwerthy creature, that 
delires to obey thy call, and prepare his heart to {eek thee, 
though he be not cleanſed according to the purification of 
the lanctuary. | 

O Lord, though I may be aſhamed to come to thee, my 
needs are lo preſſing and pinching that I cannot ſtay a- 
Way. 
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way. © To whom ſhall I go bot nnto thee, for thou haſt 
© the words of cternal life?” The whole creation cannot 
ſupply my wants. Thou only art my ſtim, from whoſe 
beams J muſt receive ſaving light: Thou art my head, 
from whom I mu{t get ſpiritual life ; thou art the root, 
from which I muſt receive ſap and growth; Thou art the 
fountain, from which I mutt draw living water: Thou art 
the treaſure, from Which I mutt obtain the ri- hes of grace. 
So that without thee I am nothing, I have nothing. I can 
do nothing.— To thee then wulf! go for all my ſupplies, 
and out of thy fulnels receive grace for grace.— Lord, 
thou haſt encugh ro ſupply many worlds of needy touls ; 
for the ſun is not fo full of light, nor the fea fo full of 
water, as thou art full of grace and mercy to needy creas 
tures: And as thou art full, ſo Jam affured thod art free, 
and willing to communicate thy tulngis. In [pite then of 
all objections and difficulties, forward to thee | will go, 
and caſt myſelf down at thy feet; If I periſh, I periſh.“ 
Oh! did ever any periſh at mercy's door ? 

Lord, I have heard of thy mercy to the very chief of 
ſinners, and cannot this mercy reach the like of me ? Sure» 
ly the viler ſinner I am, thou haſt the fairer opportunity 
to ſhew the riches of thy wercy, the freenels of thy love, 
and the efficacy of thy blood; and it I be allowed ro ſhare 
thercin, the ſweeter and louder will the eternal balelujalis 
be, that will be ſung to the Lamb cf God on my account, 
O that he would glorify his mercy, his love, and blood, 
in my relief. O where ſhall a poor heavy laden fnner 
go, but to him that can free him of his burden? Where ſhall 
I go with a multitude of fins ard miferies, but to thee who 
halt a multitude of tender mercie:? Where ſhall I go with 
my deep and heinous guilt, but to thee who haft a deep 
fourtain to waſh it away? Behuld one depth calicth to 
another, the depth of my milery to the dep:hiuf thy 
mercy! My wound is great, but thy balm is excellent} 
My fore is broad, but thy plaifter is anfuerable! O Lord 
« te mercitul uuto me, heal my foul, for I have finned a- 
© againſt thee,? 

Lord, is not the goſpel-feaſt I am invited to a ſcaſt of 
charity, to which thon calleſ! rot the rich, but the poor, 
maimed, halr, and blind, who cannut make apy return tor 
thy bounty? Ard may not ſuch a miſerable object as I am 
take encouragement from ſuch a free extenſive vi 

uke 
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Luke xiv. 21.—My bleſſed Redeemer, while he was on 
earth, did not diſdain to eat with publicans and ſinners, 
nor to dine with Simon a leper. And though he 15 now 


exalted in the higheſt heavens, yet he ſtill retains the 


bowels of a man, and all the pity and charity to periſhing 
ſinners, he had while here in this ſtate of humiliation. 
Wherefore, ſenſible of my unworthineſs, loathing myſelf 
for my vileneſs, and truſting to my Saviour's compaſſion 
to the miſerable, I deſire to go forward to his holy table: 
O that he would direct and ſtrengthen me to go about 
ſuch a weighty work! Le: not that ordinance, which God 
hath inſtiruted for a bleſſing, be made a curſe to me through 
my unworthy partaking. Lord, rebuke all unſea ſonable 
thoughts and wanderings that would mar the duty; excite 
and actuare in me every proper grace, and enable me te 
manage ſo, that I may not dilhonour, but glorify thee ; I 
may not iacreaſe my guilt, but augment my grace; I may 
not bring more hardneſs, but ſoftneſs into my heart. Lord, 
deſcend thou into my heart by the influences of thy Spirit, 
that I may aſcend up to thee by the actings of grace; and 
when the King fits at his table, let my ſpikenard fend 
forth the tmell thereof, Lord, I look to thee for ſtrength, 
conduct, and throngh-bea1 ing, in every ſtrait. I truit not 
in my preparations, but in thy tree mercy, for acceptance ; 
I truſt not in my faith, but in thy faithfulneſs, who haſt 
promiled to give power tothe faint; I truſt not in my re- 
pentance, but in thy free pardoning mercy; I truſt not in 
my doings, but in Chriſt's doings. O take away my filthy 
garments, and clothe me with the bett robe, The Lorp 
our RICUTEOUSN ESS. © | wil go in the ſtrength of 
rhe Lord God, I will make mention of thy righteouſneſs, 
even of thine only. Awake, Q north wind, and come 
thou forth, blow upon my garden, that the tpices may 
flow out. If thy preſence go not with me, carry me 
not up hence. | 7 
The Lord made a breach upon the Ifraclites, for net 
ſeeking him aſter the due order, 1 Chron, xv. 12.—He 
{more 50,000 of the Bethhemites for an irceverent look 
into the Ark, which rypilied Chriſt; and what cauſe then 
have I to tear a ſtroke, thovld I refhly touch the ſymbols 
of his body and blond ?.—Sccing this ordinance is intended 


Ga 0 


for doing honour to the King of Zion, O fave me from 


doing indignity to him, by 3 him with a kiſs, or 
by throwing his picture, or great ſeal, into a puddle.— 


May 


May 
it m. 
and 
my 4 


our; 
Chri 
anite 
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May 1 fo prepare for this feaſt, that the bleſſed maſter of 
it may ſee I am watchful of his eye, tender of his honour, 
and fearful of his anger. Lord, awake my heart, ſtir up 


my graces, and prepare me for a meeting with my Savi- 


our ; and let not my ſoul, whoſe only hope is to be ſaved by 
Chriſt's blood, be ſent away from his table with the guilt, 
iullead of the benefit, of that blood upon r. 


MEDITATION XII. 
From Philip. iv. 19. 


But my Cod ſhall ſupply all your need, according to his riches 
in glory, by Chriſt Jeſus. 


EAVENLY Father, out of thy rich bounty thou waſt 
pleaſed once to lay up a great ſtock for me in my 
progenitors hands, but they very {uon ſquandered it all a- 
way, ſo that I am become extremely poor and needy. 
Oh! what can I do in this i-digent condition, but come 
back to thee for pity and new ſupplies? — For ever bleſſed 
be thy name, for the reviving news thou haſt publiſhed in 
the goſpel ; that thou haſt now laid up a new ſtock for 
bankrupt ſinners ia the hands of a ſurety that cart.'.ot fail, 
and haft erected a throne of grace for ſuch as I am to 
come to in time of need, where Chriſt Jeius my ſure y ſits, 
as commiſſioned by thee, with glorious riches to ſupply 
my wants.—Many are the needs which thou thinks fit to 
leave upon me, that I might have the more errands unto 
this throne, and that thou mayeſt the oftener hear my voice. 
O pour out upon me a ſpirit of grace and ſupplication, 
and cauſe me to delight in approaching io thee, and pour- 
ing out my wants before thee. 

Behold, Lord, a needy creature, an object of pity, ap- 
proaching to a liberal Saviour, whoſe fulnefs is jahnire ! 
O how {uitable is it to my wants, which are great and in- 
numerable! I am ſtarving, and have no bread ; I am na- 
ked, and have no clothing ; I am wounded, and have no 
cure; I am in debt, and have no money ; I am polluted, 
and have no fountain; I am burdened, and have to reſt; 
I have deſtroyed mylelf, and can find no help in myſelf. — 
But yet there is help for me elſewhere : I have heard of 
the mercy gf the King of Iſraen, and of the remedy be 

LE hath 
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hath provided for thoſe who are helplcls, loſt, aud mifcra- 
ble. Wheretore, though be pour, Jill not dl; air, 
for thou art the Lord of the whole world, aud haſt open— 
ed thy treaſures to the needy : Though I be poliuted, I 
will not deſpend, for then haſt the fondtain of falvation : 
Though I be naked, I will not with Adam rin from thee 
and hide myſelf; nay I will run to thee to cover me with 
the wool and fleece of the Lamb of God, even the fpotlels 
righteouſneſs and innocerce of my Saviour : Though I be 
hungry and ſtarving, I 'il take encouragement from the 
glad ridings thou hait prociaimed in the goſpel of a rich 
teaſt for the poor and needy.—Lord, I cowe to thee as the 
hungry to be ſed, as the naked to be clothed, as the 
wourded to be healed, as the cold {tarving creature to the 
fire, as the unclean to be walked in the fountain that is 
opened not to the honle of David only, bit even to the 
pooreſt inhabitant in Jeruſalem. Gr to God, that it is 
ſo free and open o the poor and needy, 


Lord, I come not to thy table becauſe I am werthy ; 


but becauſe thou art rich in mercy, and dolt promiſe that 
© the needy ſhall not he forgotten, and the expectation of 
© the poor ſhall not periſh: And that when the purr aud 
* needy ſeek water, and there is nonc, and their tongue 
6 faileth for thirſt, thou the Lord wilt hear them, aud open 
6 rivers ia the wilderncts, and fountains in the m:id{t of the 
* valleys.” O come, do as thou. haſt ſaid, pity a poor, 
needy, periſhing creature, and fill my narrow veſſel out of 


the ocean of thy mercy, where it will not be miſled. — 


Come to the feaſt of thine own appointment, and diſplay 
thy fulneſs and liberality, Caft open the doors of thy 
treaſures, and allow me accels to Chriſt's untearchable 
riches. "Thy word, Lord, doth aſſure me, that in all ages 
thou haſt beſtowed theſe riches upon the poor and dy, 
without money, and without price. And this doth war- 
rant me to plead with thee to come to thy houſe, where 
many needy beggars are gathered, and ſcatter thy Bounty 
among them, and admit me to gather with them.—O let 
not ſuch a miſerable cbject go from thy door without an 
alms, without a cremb of the childreu's bread, ſceing there 
13 bread enough in thy Loulc, and to {pare. O let none 
return aſhamed from the fountain who come expedling 
water. Thou haſt promiſed to pour water upon the thirſty, 
and floods upon the dry grom:d, Oh, is there any more 
dry, more poor, more needy, taan I am: Lord, make we 

| as 
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as thirſty as I am dry, as humble as I am poor, and as ſen- 
liole as I am needy. Alas, that I have ſo little ſenſe of 
my wants! Oh, deal not with me, according to my ſenſe 
of need, which is f{mal!, but deal with me according to 
my rcal need, and thy royal bounty, which is exceeding 


O that I were poor and needy in my own eyes, and 


truly ſenſible of my own wants; that I am drowned in 
debt to the law and juſtice of God, owe many thouſands, 
and have not one farthing to pay; that I am deftitute of 


every thing that is guod, can do nothing to pleaſe Gad, 
and am unworthy of the leaſt of his mercies. O that I 
were made willing to quit all confidence in my own righ- 
teouſneſs, duties, frames, or attainments; and well content 
to go entirely cut of myſelf to Chriſt, for righteouſneſs tu 


juſtify me, and for his tpirit or grace to renew and lancti- 


iy my nature. 

Lord, 1 um poor, but I fee God has treaſured up un- 
ſearchable riches, and infinite fulnels in Jeſus Chriſt to an- 
{wer all my needs: —T am naked, but I ice in Chriſt a rebe 
of righteouſneſs, that is ſulſicient to cover me, and a whole 
elect world I am a ftarving creature, but in Chriſt there 
is the bread of life, and the waters of life for my foul; — 
I am fooliſh and ignorant, but Chriſt hath infinite wit> 
dom to teach and guide me;:— I am laden with guilt, 
but Chriſt's ſacrifice is ſufficient to atone for it;—I have 
ſtrong luſts and corruptions, but Chriſt hath a kindly power 
to ſubdae them Il am under much darknef(s, but Chriſt is 
the light of the world; — lam under fears and dſcourage- 
ments, but Chriſt is the conſolation of Ifracl ;—1 am wound» 
ed and ck, but Chriſt, my phyſician, hith excellent balm 
for me I am under a burden of debt, but Ckriit, my ſure- 
ty, is rich, and fully able to pay it; — I am in prifon, and 
under bonds, but Chritt opens priſon doors, and fooſes 
them that are bound ;—I am fatherleſs by Adam's fall, 
but Chriſt is the everlaſting father © in whom the ſather- 
© lefs 2nd mercy;'—lI have many enemies to purſue and 
accuſe me, as law, juſtice, Satan, and conſcience ; but 
Chriſt my advocate can anſwer them all: —Therefore I 
flee to him for reſuge, I clufte with him in all his offices, 
and put my whole confidence in him, x 

It gives great encouragement to my poor needy fon!, 
that I have a Saviour fo full of prodncfs and pity to look 
to, a mighty agent in heaven ry plead my caule, and to 
D 2 ꝓreſent 
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preſent my bills, petitions and ſupplications, to the Fathers 
I put all my requeits and concerns in his hand, and commit 
them to his care and management; he knows the fitteſt 
time to preſent them, and iv fend me an anſwer. In the 
facrament I ſwear allegiance to thee, as my Sovereign 
Lord and King, over thy broken body and ſhed blood; I 
engage to be a true and faithful ſoldier in thy army, and 
to take the field agaiult thy enemies. Many pieces of fur- 
niture do I need for this warfare; I need the girdle of ſin- 
cerity, the ſhield of faith, the helmet of hope, the ſword 
of the ſpirit, the breaſt plate of righteouſneſs, and to have 
my feet ſhid with the preparation of the goſpel of peace. 
But glory to thy name, my Redeemer and captain of ſal- 
vation hath provided a noble armory and ſtorehuule to an- 
iwer all theſe my neceſlities and wants. Lord, ſopply all 
my needs out of thy infinite ſulcels, and furniſh me with 
every thing requiſite and neceſſary for the work and war- 
fare thou calleit me unto, Oh, my enemies are lively, 
and they are ſtrong: But I lock to my glorious captain, 


to gird me with ſtrength for the battle, and to teach my 
bands to war. 


MEDITATION XIII. 


From Ep. . iii. 19. | 
Aud to know the Love of CarnsT, which paſſeth knowledge. 


WY HEAL {hall I begin my thoughts upon this ſubject 
of the love of Cliriit to men? And when begun, 
how ſha'l I make an end! It hath a breadth and length, a 
depth and height that pafleth knowledge. If the Apo- 
ſtle Paul, that had the brighteſt diſcoveries of this love, 
owned this, much more may I. I may fooner find out the 
height of heaven, the breadth of the carth, or the depth 
of the ſea, than meaſure, Chriſt's love. It is an unta- 
thomable ocean that hath neither bank nur bottom. O 
whither did his love carry him? From the height of glo- 


ry to the depth uf milery. How low and dcep was our 


fall that nothing could recover and raiſe us up, but the 
low abaſement uf the Son of God, the King of Glory ? 
How low was the ſtep he made to help us up; even to 
put on our nature, and ſuffered himſelf tu be pierced for our 
tranſgreſſions, and bi uiled for our iniquities! Bleſſed Lord, 

| thou 
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thou tookeſt not on thee the nature of angels, but the 
ſeed of Abraham; theſe are faſt bound up from thee with 
chains of darknels, whillt thou drawett us to thee with 
cords of love! How dittiuguithing was thy love to man, 
that brenghrt thee from heaven to earth, from rhe throne 
to the manger, from the manger to the wilderpeſs, from 
the wilderneſs to the garden, from the garden to the 
judgment-hall, from the judgment-hall to the croſs, from 
the crois to the grave; yea, trom the glory of heaven to 
the very torments of hell, and all for creatures that were 
black and ugly as hell! How wonder ſel is the ſight thou 

a!leit me to ſce at the Lord's table! Even io fee him 
ſuffering for fin that never committed ſn! To fee him 
© made iin for us, who knew no lin, that we,“ who knew 
no righteouſnefs, * might be made the rigi:tcouſneſs of 
* God in him!” An amazing ſiglit indeed! 

Lord, what is man that thou art mindful of him!“ 
O what is he that thou ſhouldſt magnify and ſet thy heart 
on him! And what am I, the worſt of men, and vileſt of 
tlinners, that thou ſhouldit ſtoop fo low to exalt me! That 
thou fhouldſt endure the poverty of this world, that I might 
enjoy the riches of heaven! Be content to hive in the 
form at a ſervant, that I might have the adaption of fons ? 
Be willing to bou thyſelf unto death, to raile me to etcr- 
nal life! Be content to be numbered among tranfgreſlors, 
that I might have a room among the bleſſed! To be 
crowned with iLorns, that I miglit Le crow ned with glory! 
Tov be condemned before men, hat might be juſtified be- 
fore Cod! To drink the bitter cup ot wrath, that I might 
drink the pure river of liſe! To cry out in ſorrow upon 
the croſs, that I might triamph with joy upon the throne ! 
Tu itand betore the mouth ct hell furnace, to keep its flames 
trom breaking cut on me! O Lord Jeſus, thy love hath 
overflow all banks, and thy compafſſion knew no baunds! 

Can I think on it, and my heart not burn? Can I tpeak of 
ir, and not be overcome, ſo as to ſeek, with Joleph, a ſecret 
place to weep in? 
O leye that paſſeth knowledge! How ſhall I think of 
it and not ſtand amazed! That the general ſhould die for 
the ſoldier, the pliyfician for the patient! Thar the righ- 
teous Judge of Heaven ſhould come to the bar, put him- 
ſelf in the malefactar's clothes, and be condemned far him! 
That the bleſſed Sun of God ſhould intet poſe lis innocent 
breaſt jp receive the mortal ſtroke for us! That God all- 
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ſufficient ſhould be expoſed to hunger and thirſt, to grief 
and wearinels, and the vileſt reproaches and indignities, 
for worms like us! Behold the creator of the world 
wounded, mangled, and killed, by ungrateſul creatures, 
whom he came to lave: behold his bowels yearning to- 
wards them who raked in them with their bloody hands ! 
Behold his heart burning u ith affe tion towards them that 
cruelly pierced it! Surcly a believing view of this love of 
Chriſt is ſufficient to mollity a heart more cold and frozen 
than ice itſelf! O love unfathomable! Who can meaſure 
its dimenſions! It hath a height without a top, a depth 
without a bottom, a breadth without a fide, a length with- 
out end! Aſtoniſhing love! that my exalted Lord ſhould 
{toop fo low as to become a man; nay, a peor man, a man 
of forrows, a delerted man, a dying man, and alſo a dead 
man, for ſuch a wretch as me! Nay, wore, that he ſhould 
ttoop to be made a curſe, and underly a dreadſul load of 
wrath upon his innocent ſoul, infinitely more heavy than 
what is laid upon any damned ſoul in hell! 

O what a ſea of wrath did my loving Jeſus ſwim thro' 
to ſave me from periſhing! Behold how that raging ſea 
wrought, and was tempeſtuoue, roared melt terribly, and. 
threatened to ſwallow me up with the reſt of the eleR 
world; till once my Redeemer ſtept in, and undertook rr 
be the ſacrifice for calming the fea! Take me vp, (ſaid 
he, like Jonah) and throw me into the fea, and ye {hall 
be all fate, In this red fea our blefled Jonah was content 
to ſwim for thiity-three years, without ſeeking deliver- 
ance, till once the ſea was perfealy calm, and every elect 
foul out of danger. Marvellous loving-kindneſs! Oh that 
I could, with a fuitable trame of heart, both remember and 
admire redeeming love, and redeeming blood, when I goto 
fit down at my Redeemer's table. O that I may there get 
ſaith's ſight of the various inſtances of his love, that paſſeth 
knowledge. Let me there view Chrilt in the womb, and in 
the manger; in his weary ſteps, and hungry bowels; in his 

roſtrations in the garden, and clotted drops of bloody ſweat. 
| yo me view his head with a crown of thorns, and his face 
beſmeared with the ſoldier's ſpit. Let me view him in his 
march to Calvary, and his elevation upon a painful croſs, 
with his head bowed down, and his ſide ſtreaming blood ! 
O unparalleled jiove! It had been wonderful love to have 
ſent one of the lofty Seraphims to ſuffer for us; but to give 
im whom all the Se raphims ſerve and adore, * is love that 


« paſſetb 
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* paſſeth knowledge! Let me view the Scripture deſigna- 
tions and titles of * him that loved us, and gave himſelf for 


- © us,” that be might walli us in his brood, 


He is our © Emmanuel, rhe Wonderful, the Cuunſellor, the 
mighty God, the everlatting Father, the Prince of Peace, 
the King of kings, and Lord of lords, the Prince of the 
kings ot the earth, the Lord of glory, the rote of Sharon, 
the plant of renown, the brightneſs of his Father's glory, 
the expreſs image of his per on, the bright and mornin 

ſtar, the fun of righteouſnels, the light of the world, the 


A” K «a a © a c a 


dead, the appointed heir of all things.” This is © be that 
© loved us, and gave himſelf” to die for the redemption of 
a crew of rebels, gracce-abuling, and goſpe}-tlighring ſinners! 
Oh, what am I that thou ſheuldft ſpare, yea, ranſom and 
feaſt me in ſuch a manner! Long ago miyhtcit thou have 
ſhaken off the hand of thy providence ſuch a viper as lam 
into fire un, :<nchable; ard there made me to know, to 
lad experience, what iz is to abule free grace, by the loss 
of eternal glory.— But, inſtead cf that, thou haſt pitied me, 
loved me, become my ſurety, to appeaſe juſtice for my 
heinous fins by thy blood, when no other tacrifice would 
do. Lord, I welcome thy tove-feait, Flay my hand on 
the head of the facrifice, and reit upon it; © I believe, 
© Lord, help my unbelief.“ O that I may henceforth live 
under the continual ſenſe of my infinite obligations to my 
glorious ſurety, that would make * his foul an offering 
* for my fin.” O what rein ſhall I give him for all his 
fcul-travel ard agonies for me? O that I could fperd my 
whole life, and each day of it, in magnifying his love, 
and living to bis praiſe. Now, * bleſſed be his glorious 
© naine fur ever and ever; let the whole earth be filled 
© with his glory.” Amen, and Amen, 


MEDITATION XIV. 


| From Lutz xxii. 44. 
rd being in an agony— his ſweat was as it were great 


| drops of bl 


thunghts, when thou goeſt to remember thy dear 


Saviour ag his table. Here I ſee him in a bloody agony» 
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And firſt, let me obſerve the place where his agony began, 
the garden of Getlilemane, which lay in the valley of 
Jehothaphat, on the eait ſide of Jeruſalem, at the tout of 
the Mount of Olives. Now, it was in the valley of Je- 
hoſha phat that God did plead with the nations iu Chriſt 
their ſurety, ſoel iti. 2. The word Geti{cmane figni- 
fies a mill or prels for olives, as being probably the place 
where they preſſed the olives that grew on the Mount, 
and there ſqueezed the ci] out of them. In this place, 
it pleaſed the Father to bruiſe Chriſt our true olive, 
that ſo out of his tulneſs the freſh oil of his merit and 
grace might flow out abundantly to needy fouls, Never 
was there ſuch an olive preſſed there before, ſince the ficit 
planting of thar Mount! Never was there ſuch precious 
oil ſeen as Jeſus's blood! O that I may partake of the 


root and fatneſs of that pond olive which was prefled here, 


and of that oil, which will make my grace to grow and my 
face to ſhine ! 
As it was in a garden that man's fin and miſery firſt be - 
gan, ſo it was in a garden that our bleſſed ſurety began 
his laſt expiatory ſuflerings for fin, which cait him into a 
fearful agony. As the garden of Eden produced man's 
wiſery, 5 the garden of Gethlemane provided a remedy. 
O that when I walk and retire myſelf in a garden, I may 
have grace to think feriouly, and with ſuitable atteCtions 
upon the fins of men, and the ſuſterings of my Saviour for 
them! and, at the fame time, to ſend up my ejaculations 
to God, for an intereſt in his agony and atun: a'-nt, and 
for the comfortable intimarion thereof to my foul. When 
my dear Redeemer was in his agony of toul, I read of 
his offering * up prayers ard ſupplications to God, 4 with 
© ſtrong crying and tears, Heb. v. 7. and have I no pray- 
ers nor tears to offer up to God at the remembrance of 
his agony ! efpecialiy, when I conſider how mech my ſins 
contributed to throw him into it.— O how ſtrong and bit- 
ter were my ſurety's cries at this time, when God bruite 
his ſoul, and poured down a flood of his wrath upon him ? 
He cried, till he was ſpent with crying; he grew hoarſe 
with it, and his throat fo dried, that he could cry no mie, 
Pſal. Ixix. 3. Now was his foul in travel, and great 


*cauſe had he for his ſtrong crying and tears! He was {i- 
lent under all the pains of his body, and under his ſuffer- 
- from men; all that time * he is dumb, as a ſheep be- 
« fore his ſhearers:” But, bchold, when-fierce wrath from 
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God alighted on his ſoul, he cries vehemently ; and he 
prayed mcſt earneſtly and importunately for ſupport and 
through-bearing under this terrible ſtorm, O that, from 
my Saviour's example, I may learn, when under ſoul- 
trouble and inward diſtreſs, to make my prayers to God 
more earneſt and fervent, and to perſevere without faint- 
ing; Which I have great encouragement ta do from this, 


that my Saviour's fervent prayers and tears have made 


way for mine. 

I obſerve alſo in. this paſſage, that the agony of Chriſt's 
ſoul increaſed {o. much, that it produced a ſweat of blood 
over his body; yea, great drops or clods of blood, which, 
by his violent aggny, burſt through his very clothes, aud 
watered the ground where he lay. O what trouble and 
anguiſh, pangs and ſorrows, deſertions and ſtrugglings, 
muſt his foul have endured at this time, under the burden 
of God's wrath for his people's fins, which put his ſacred 
body and blood into ſuch a dreadtul commotion and ſer- 
ment ! O what a prodigions and preter-natural ſweat was 
tis! Never was the like heard of ſince the world began! 
According to the cour ſe of nature, Chriſt lying in the open 
air, in a cold nighr, upon the cold ground, with the great- 
nels of his conſternation, ſhould have drawn all his blood 
inward from the external parts of his body : But Chriſt's 
fweating and bleeding was altogether pretey-natural. He 
ſwate without external heat, he bled without external 
wound, The fre of divine wrath, now kindled in his 
ſoul, was ſo very hot and raging, that it made the blood 
about his heart to boil, and burſt through both fleſh and 
garments. —He had received at this time, no wound nor 
external violence from any hand , no Judas, no ſoldier, 
no tormentor, had yet attacked him; no ſpear, no nail, 
im thorn or ſcourge had yet touched his facred body, and 
yet he bleeds mott plentitully ! Ch, but the ſword of juſ- 
tice had reached him, and mace a deep wound and wide 
gzſh in his ſoul; at which breach a fea of wrath brake in 
with ſuch violence, that it overwhelmed him; made him 
fall firſt on his knees, and then flat on the ground, where 
be lay agonizing and crying, till all the waves and bil- 
lows of divine. vengeance went over him. Oh, what a 
dreadful preſſure was my Saviour's fuul under at this time! 
What {queezing anguiſh had he about his heart, that made 
his body to ſtruggle, and ſweat in ſuch a manner, fo 
that every pore af his body became a blceding 3 
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O how awfully ſhould I be affected with this tragical ſight ! 
How thankſully ſhould I remember my Redeemer's love, 
when he calls me to do it at his holy table! 

In my Saviour's agony I may fee, as in a glafs, the ma- 
lignant evil and curled nature of fin, that no leſs could a- 
tone for it, than the foul-travel and agony of the dear fon 
of God! Can I ever make light of ſin, when I view the 
great drops of blood ſtanding above his garments, while 
he lay grovelling on the earth in the anguiſh of his foul ! 
Shall I not hence forth abhor fin, and ſtand in awe of of- 
tending a juſt and holy God, ſeeing it is ſuch a fearful 
thing to fall into his hands: If ſuch things were done in 
© the green tree, what ſhall be done in the dry?“ Was 
the cup of wrath ſo terrible to the innocent human nature 
of Chriſt, when preſented to him, that he ſhrinked and 
cried out! O what will it be to guilty ſinners! Here I 
may fee how coſtly the redemption of (yuls is; ere this 
could be compaſſed, God mult be made man, eternity mutt 
ſuffer death, the Lord of angels muſt weep in a cradle, 
the Creator of the world mult hang like a flave ! He muſt 
tie in a manger at Bethlehem, cry in an agony at Gethſe- 
mane, die on a croſs at Calvary ! Unſpotted righteouſnels 
mult be made fin, and unblemiſhed bleſſedneſs mult be 
made a curſe! O did Chriſt value ſouls at fo high a rate, 
and ſhall men be fo foolith as throw them away for a 
thing of nought ! . 

Here I may ſee the great difficulty of mak ing peace with 
God, when once his law is broken; nu leſs could do n 
than the blood, and ſoul-agony of the fon of God; even 
an infinite ranſom mult be paid ere God would be recon 
ciled to man. O how much am I beholden to Chriſt | 
undertook the reconciliation, that prevented my ruiftf, by 
taking the cup out of my hand! O the cup he drank fbr 
me was mingled with wrath and curſes, a cup full of ven- 
geance prefjed down, heaped up, ſhaken rogether, and 
running over; a cup, Which if men or angels had but 
raſted, they had reeled, ſtaggered, and fallen headlong in- 
to hell: Yer, aid Chriſt, ere any ot my elect ones drink 
it, I will do it for them; reach it hither to me vitter as it 
is.—Oh how ready was Chriſt to engage for men! and 
how willing was he to perform ! how ready, full, ani fr-e 
was the fountain of his blood to waſh the defiled! Behold 
bow freely it iſſued forth before a wound was opened; all 
- his veins and pores poured it forth, without waiting for 
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the tormentors. Lord, make me as willing and ready to ap- 
ply it. Did Chrift wreſtle in an agony to obtain the re- 
demption of loft ſinners, and ſhall not I wreſtle as in an a- 
gouy to get an intereſt in this redemption, and the eviden- 
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ces thereof cleared up to my fonl + O for faith and ferven- 


cy in prayer, that I may wreitle without ceaſing for the aſ- 


ſurauce of his love, that I may go with joy to his table, 


_— 
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MEDITATION XV. 


From Ju. THE To 


He op:ned not his mouth ; he is brought as a lams to 
the Haugnier. 


T becomes me to read and conſider theſe words with 
reat attention, feeivg they were the oecalion of the 
Ethiopian Euvucli's conver ion ; for it was while he read 
and thought on theſe words, that God ſent Philip to join 
him, Acts viii. 290. O that God woui), in like manner, 
fend his holy Spirit to join me while Jam mediyating on 
then. ED 
1. [| obſerve that Chriſt is the great ſacrifice provided by 
God to make atonement for our fins: He is the great an- 
titype and ſubſtance of all rhe lan:bs and beaſts that were 
offered up in facrifice under the law, and therefore he is 
often in the New Teſtament called the Lamb, the Lamb of 
God, and the Lamb {lain. The Spirit of God fecms to 
have a peculiar deligt.t in dwelling upon this type of the 
lamb, more than on any other of the Old fettameut types; 
and ſhould not I delight in it too, and aten with picalure 
make mention of the Lamb, the worthy Lamb, that will 


be the object of the praiſes of taints and angels through all 


eternity. 

2. Chriſt is repreſented by a lamb to point out the in- 
nacence of his perſon, the meeknels of his nature, the uſe» 
fulnels of nis benefits, and his patience under ſufferings. 
How patient is the lamb under injuries? It is filent both 
before the ſhearer and butcher ; it parts with its fleece in 
ſhearing time, and with its life in laughter time, without 
any noile or reſiſtance. Dogs and (wine howl and cry when 


violence is offered to them, but the lamb is quite ſilent . 
I” I . eee So 
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So Chrift the Lamb of God opened not his mouth, under 
the greateſt revilings, mockingy, buffetings, ſpitt ings, pier- 
cings, and the moſt cruel death, which he ſuffered from 
men, 1 Pet. ii. 23. and hence it is ſaid in the text, when 
he was led to the ſlaughter, he opened not his mouth :* 
He opened not his mouth unleſs it was to bleſs, teach, or 
pray for thoſe who injured him ; yea, he not only did 
pray, but alſo pled an excuſe for them, © Father, forgive 
* them, for they know not what they do.“ And after his 
reſurrection, how ready was this meek Lamb to forgive all 
that wronged him! When giving orders to preach remiſ- 
ſion of fins to a loſt world, he bids © begin at Jeruſalem,” 
Luke xxiv. 46. where they mocked and pierced him, be- 
cauſe there they had greateſt need of his blood to waſh 
them from guilt. How meekly did our bleſſed Lamb car- 
ry to Peter, when he denied him in his own hearing? He 
did not turn and frown upon Peter, as he well deſerved, 
though he migkt have frowned him into hell; it is ſaid 
only, © He turned and looked on Peter, Luke xxii. 6r. 
not with an angry look, but with an affectionate melting 
look, which recovered him to a f enitent frame: Neither 
did he afterwards upbraid him with his carriage. O meek 
Lamb of God! Can I remember thee at thy table, with- 
out being filled with remorſe and grief for my impatience 
under injuries, and the proneneſs of my heart to reſent 
them ? Shall I nat be aſhamed of my unchriſtian temper, 
when I ſee my meek and loving Jeſus willing to be the 
ſport and derition of men and devils, that he might be the 
author of ſalvation to periſhing ſouls? Oh, how aſtoniſh- 
ing is it to ſee the Creator aftronted by the creature, the 
potter by his clay, the King of Glory by worms of the 
earth, and yet hold his peace! Now, is the head fo meek 
and patient, and ſhould not the members be fo too? O how 
unſeemly is it to ſee a company of fierce lions fullowing a 
meek lamb! O that I could learn more of him that is meck 
and lowly in heart. | | 

3. Here I ſee ihe greateſt inſtance of divine love that 
ever the world ſaw. Behold an offended God willing to 
ſpare wretched criminals, and take fſatisfaftion from a 
ſurety in their room; and he himſelf finds out the lamb 
to be the facrifice, even his eternal Son, who willingly 
undertook to aſſume a body for that end. How aſtoniſh- 
ing are the Lamb's words, Heb. x. 5. Sacrifice and of- 
* tering thou wouldſt not, but a body haſt thou r 
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me!“ as if he had ſaid, Father, ſince all the legal ſa- 
crifices are inſufficient to ſatisfy thy juſtice, atone for 
(in, and ranſom precious ſouls; even take the body thou 
haſt prepared for me, let that be the ſacrifice to juſtice ; 
© it is more valuable than any other, being the tabernacle 
© of my divine perſon ; it will bring glory to thy offended 
« juſtice, and ſatisfy it to the full. I yield myſelf willingly 
© to be the priſoner of juſtice, and go quietly as a lamb 
© to the ſlaughter; not dragged to it as an ox or bullock, 
© but meekly and pleaſantly like a lamb.'—When accord- 
ing to this agreement, juſtice required the Lamb to be ſa- 
crificed, O how patient and ſilent was he under all tile 
accuſations led againſt him, though he was wholly inno- 
cent; he would fay nothing in his own defence, at which 
Pilate (not knowing the cauſe of his ſilence) marvelled 
greatly, having never ſeen the like before. But our Lamb 
conſidered that he ſtood not only at Pilate's bar, bur alſo 


c 
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at the bar of God's juſtice as our ſurety, bearing our guilt ; 


and though man had nothing to lay to his charge, yet he 
knew what divine juſtice had to charge upon him, and 
therefore he is ſilent, and anſwers nothing, that he might 
not hinder our redemption, nor ſtop the payment of our 
debt. When juſtice arg & Tr our fins, our “un- 
© belief, pride, covetouſneſs, &.“ he might have ſaid, 
© O Father, theſe tranſgreſſions are not mine, I never of- 
* fended thee;' but he will do nothing to reſcue himſelf. 
Therefore, when the ſearful charge of the whole fins of an 
ele world was exhibited againſt him, and the ſword of 
juſtice drawn, ready to ſtrike, he opened not his mouth, 
but rakes with the charge, as if he had been guilty of all. 
Glory to the ſilent Lamb for ever, that would not binder 
our releaſe from puniſhment, but meekly touk the ſtroke 
for us. | a 

4. Behold this meek Lamb, before he was brought to 
the ſlaughter, led up and down from place to place ; from 
the garden to the High Prieſt, from the High Prien to 
Pilate, from Pilate to Herod, from Herod back to Pilate, 
from Pilate to Calvary. Behold him mocked, abuſed, and 
diſgraced by them, butfetted and ſpit upon, crowned, ſcour- 
ged, and pierced, and yet never teſiſts nor complains. He 
willingly © gave bis back to the ſmiters, and his cheeks to 
© them that pluckt off the hair, and hid not bis face from 
ſpitting. Now, the meek Lamb is content to be as the 
ram caught in the * to be flaughtered and ſacriſiced 
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in our room, who were lying bound lie Iſaac, to have 4 
been the ſacrifice. Oh, it was our fins that plaired the 
thorns ; they alſo were the reed that drove them into his 
temples, yet he opened nor his mouth. 

5. Now this ſlaughtered Lamb is ſet before my eyes in 
the ſacrament, and God's call to me is, Behold the 
Lamb of God,“ John i. 29. Now let me behold with 
an earneſt and fteady look, with faith and expectation, 
that I may get healing to all my diſeaſes. As no ftung 
Iſraelite got healing from the brazen {erpent, unleſs they 
looked to it, fo none can ger benefit from Chriſt unlets 
they behold him. May I never look away from this Lamb, 
to my tears, convictions, prayers, reformations, or any 
thing elſe ; ſeeing the beſt duties will make bad faviours. 
If I expedt ſalvation from other things, I am undone, for 
there is no other name given under heaven whereby men 
can be ſaved : But if I look to the Lamb of God, my ſal- 
vation is ſecured by his promite, II. xlv. 22. 

6. There was no houſe in Egypt ſafe from the deſtroy» 
ing angel, but thoſe who had their doors ſprinkled with 
The blood of the Paſchal Lamb: So there is no foul fate 
from the {word of revenging juſtice, but thoſe who by 
faith put themſelves under the protect ion of the blood of 
this ſlain Lamb: Let me therefore take the bunch of hyſ- 
ſop, faith, and dip it in the baſon of the New Covenant, 
— ſprinkle this blood on my guilty foul, and fo I ſhall be 

e. . 

7. How bleſſed is their character who follow the Lamb, 
Rev. xiv. 4. May I follow him as my phylician to cure 
me, my rightevulneſs to juſtify me, my life ro quicken me, 
my huſband to fupply my wants, my guide to conduct me, 
my pattern to direct me in my ſteps. Let me learn from 
his example, to be patient without murmuring, when 1 
am under afflict ion. Let me learn meekneſs towards men, 
when I meet with reproaches or injuries from them.— Let 
me learn a readineſs to obey God's call to every duty. O 
did Chriſt go wWillingly to txe ſlaughter for us, and ſhall I 
be backward to pray, communicate, part with fin, or do 
any thing be requires of me? Let me, in all duties and 
ordinances, ſeek after tbe Lamb's preſence, ſceing my e- 
ternal happineſs lies in being ever with the Lamb, and to 
une, led by him, Rev. vii. 16. 


boile, Lazarus with his ſores, or any dead carcafe. with 
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MEDITATION XVI. 


From ph. i. 7. 
In whom we have redemption through his bleed. 


OW diſmal is our caſe by nature! We are ſlaves to 
fin and Satan, and priſoners to the juſtice of God, be- 
ing ſentenced ta die, doomed to wrath, and reſerved to 
public judgment and execution. In this miſerable condi- 
tion were all mankind, until Chriſt came to ranſom us! 
And O how difficult and coſtly was our redemption to 
Chriſt! no leſs could be the price of ic than his precious 
blood. The glorious Son of God, who created beaven and 
earth, muſt become a creature, be burn of a woman, and 
pour out his blood on an ignominious crofs, beſore we could 
de redeemed from (in and wratb. O how valuable muſt 
the blood of this infinite per ſon be | What is the blood of 
earthly kings and princes to this blood? Surely one drop 
of it is of more value, than an ocean of theirs! and yet 
every drop of this blood was poured out upon the ground 
for our redemption, In this blood I fee fundry things: 

I. The amazing love of Chriſt, in ſhedding his blood 
for the redemption of fuch creatures as I am; creatures 
mo{t ugly, that had loſt the image of Gad, and got ſatan's 
Image ed in its room, and were thereby become black 
as heil. Creatures loathſome as dead carcaſfes, being dead 
in treſpaſſes; and yet theſe he loved ſa as to ſhed his blood, 
and bleed to death for them. For as lovely as Sarah was, 
while alive, yet when dead, Abraham could look on ber 
no more, but would have her buried out of his ight. Bur 
Chriſt ſaid not ſo of his elect ſpouſe when dead ; no ſaid 
le, let me blecd and die for her to bring her to life; tho” 
at the ſame time {he was more loatliſame than Job with his 
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ver min. O what cauſe could be given for the love Hf a 
blee&ag Jeſus? well might he fay, I loved you, becauie 
I loved yon; and 1 love you freely.“ And O with what 
ſorrow, pain, and agony, was bis bleeding love attended, 
while his dear {oul was overwhelmed with the terri- 
ble biilows of his Father's wrath ! Chriſt knew well be- 
ſorehand all theſe ſufferings, and all the ingredients in the 
cop, yet he would needs drink it for ns; He ſoreſa the 
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poiſon of God's arrows that would drink up his ſpiritss 
the burſting thirſt that the heat of divine wrath would cre- 
ate in him; yet willingly did he go to bleed and die, like 
a lamb to the ſhughter. O © love that paſſeth know- 
© ledge.” 

2. In Chriſt's blood I fee the glory of intinite wiſdom 
diſplaycd: Who could have found out a way to reconcile 
juſtice and mercy, and fatisfy both their demands about 


Adam's fallen race? A general council of angels could ne- 


ver bave thought of the Son of God's being made fleth, and 
thedding his blood! How ſhocking would the ſugge ſtien have 
teen, if God had not made it? But, behold hereby infinite 
wildom hath diſcovered a way to gratify both juſtice and 
mercy ; to puniſh fin, and yer pardon the finner ; to ma in- 
tain the honour of the law-maker, and yet preſerve the 
life of the law-breaker : Hereby mercy is ſatisfied in ſpa- 
ring the rebel, and yet juſtice more glorifted, and fin ren- 
dered more odious, than if the ſinner himſelf bad been e- 
te rnally damned for it.— Nay, thongh all the men on earth 
had been caſt into hell fire for fin, aud the angels with 
them, it had been no ſuch inftance of juſtice, as Chriſt's 
bleeding and dying for fin: For what is the puniſhing of 
creatures, to the ſuffering of the Creator! 

3. This blood being the blood of God, hath infinite vir- 
we and efficacy; it hath purchaſed the Church of God, 
and all grace and glory to her, Acts xx. 28. it protects all 
who come under the covert of it from the wrath of God, 
Exad. xii. 13. When I fee the blood, I will paſs over 
* you, and the plague ſhall not be upun you to deſtroy 
* you, when I (miie the land of Egypt.'—This bluod, 
which is the price of our redemption, hath marvelious ef- 
fects; it pleads for the guiliy, and obtains pardon of fin, 
.cace with God, nearnets to and cummunion with bin:. 
t cleanſes, heals, ſatisſies, and beautifics periſhing fouls ; 


it ſeals the New Teſtament, overcomes our enemies, libe- + 


rates the pritoners, opens heaven's gates, and pives bole 
melt to enter in: The perion cf our Redeemer being pre- 
ferable to a million of worlds full of men and angeTs, his 
blood alone might well ſerve for an elect world. What 
fins can be fo keinous or ſo numerous, but the blood of 
God can walk away! This was famcus Crai mer's ſupport 
that day he ſuflered mzrtyrdom; when his heinous fin of 
renouneing the truth ſtared him in the face, and he was 
greatly dejected for it; he brake out, Surely God was 
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4 made fleſh, and ſhed his blood, not for leſſer fins only, 


© but for great fins alio:* Thisrelieved him, and madebim 
die with courage. This blood can help in all ſtraits, deli- 
ver from all fears, and is able to ſave to the uttermoſt. It 
hath ſaved many who have condemned thernſelves, and 
thought their ſalvation impoſſible, It hath ea!ed many con- 
{ciences, when the terrors of the Almighty have ſut round- 
ed them, and his arrows have {tack faſt in them. It hath 
unſtinged death, aud carried many ſafe through its darkeſt 
valleys. This blood hath cleanfed many whefe hearts were 
füthy as the mire, and whole lives ſwarmed with the moſt 
abominable lufts, ſuch as the Corinthians, 1 Car. vi. 11. 
and three thouſand of tloſe who had embrued their hands 
in ſhedding of ir, Ads it. 35. Nay, it is able to take a- 
way the fins of a world, John i. 29. and much more the 
ſins of any one foul, though like a mountain for weight, 
cr the ſand for number. | 

4. I fee this redeeming blood to be a ſuitable remedy for 
all my maladies : O that I could look to it by faith, apply 
it to my lores, and plead it with God: © Lord, I am an 
© unrigtteous creature, bur here is juſtifying blood; my 
heart is unholy, but here lan&tify ing blood ; my ſoul is 
* wounded, but here healing bluod ; my luſts are ſtrong, 
© but here mortitying blood; my heart is hard, but here 
* ſoftning blood; my affections are dead, but here quick- 
© ning blaod; my love is cold, but here is beart warming” 
© blood, —When | am at the holy table, I am near this 
+ bleſſed remedy: O let me net mits a cure when the 
Balm of Gilead is among my hands; let me not perifl 
© in my guilt belide the open fountain, Oh, this blood 
© hath e aled thouſands, and ſhall I remain under my 
* plagues ?—Lord, let that innocent blood, which run 
from thy hands, heart, and fide, drop dn my guilty ſoul, 
and cleanſe me from all ſin. 0 my glorious bleeding 
Lamb, © it thou wilt thou canſt make me clean.” O ſay 
© to me as thou didit tothe leper, „I will, be thou clean.“ 
© Surely thy blood is more able to ſave me, than my fins 
© are to deſtroy me.” 


5. How juſt is it that I ſhould commemerate the hed- 


ding of this blood in the way that Chriſt appoints * Lord, 
help me to go to. thy table, and realize the ſhedding os 
this blood ro myſelf, as much as if I had ſtood by ther 
croſs, and ſeen it with my eyes flowing from his wounds 
Tei my faith be the 3 of things not ſeen, and le- 
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it realize the ſhedding of Chriſt's blood as evidemly to me 
as if I had actually teen it. Ab, I cannot ſay it is fo, 
while my eyes are fo dry, and my heart ſo hard ; alas for 
my ſtupid unconcerned heart, that doth not burit into love 
and tears at the ſacramental view of this blood-ſhedding ! 
How can I fee theſe hands, that ſway the ſceptre of the 
heavens, nailed to the tree of reproach, and net mourn ? 
How can I ſee theſe feet, that trample on the powers cf 
hell, nailed to a tree, and not weep? Did the earth trem- 

ble, rocks rend, fun hide, and heavens darken, and will 
not my rocky heart rend for fin that cauſed all ?— Since 
thou, Lord, comeſt to me, in ſtreams of blood, let me go 
forth and meet thee with ſtreams of tears.— Oh! ſhall I 
de more ſparing of my tears for Chriſt, than he was of his 
blood for me? Can I ſee this precions blood run dawn in 
itreams, and my eyes not pour cut ſome drops? Can lre- 
fuſe drops of water tor ſtreams of blood? Can I fee the 
blood of the King of kings ſpilt like water on the ground, 
and the earth drinking it up, and my heart not rend for 
medding it? Oh that © my head were waters, and mine 
© eyes a fountain of tears, rhat I might weep day and 
© night? for the ſla in Lamb of God! 

6. How dreadful mult the crime be to tread this blood 
under foot by unbelief, or unworthy communicating ?—— 
© Had Zimii peace that flew his matter ?* And can I have 
peace if I be guilty of the blood of him that is my maſter 
and Redeemer both? How fad will my caſe be, if that 
blood, which alone can procure my pardon, ſhall cry for 
my eternal puniſhment ? © Deliver me from blood gruilti- 
© neſs, O God.'—O that I could value and efteem, plead 
and apply this precious blood more! Lord, acct pt of it as 
a full ſatisfaction for all wy ſins, and an all-ſufficient price 
For my ſouls redemption. Is not one drop of thy Son's 
blood of more value than a fea of mine? My fins, alas ! 
have ſhut me out of Paradiſe, but O let this blood open 
Paradiſe to me again; and let me, through this red fea, en- 
ter into the heavenly Canaan ; I know I can have no o- 
ther paſſage into it. Lord, impute not the guilt, but the 
merit of this blood to me. 
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MEDITATION XVII. 


From Puli Ixxii. 6. 


Me ſhall come down like rain upon the mown graſs, as 
ſhowers that water thy, earth, 


12 is ſpoken and promiſed of Chriſt, and ſerves to 
reach us, that Chriſt coming to his Church and 
people, by the gracious influences of his Holy Spirit, is 
moſt uſeful and refreſhing to their fouls, like ſhow ers of 
rain to the dry ground, or a meadow newly cut to make 
it ſpring agaio,—Chriitleſs ſouls are like the dry ground, 
v itliout the moitture of laving grace, their hearts are hard; 
neither rods, mercies, nor {ermous, wake impreflion up- 
on them: Why? they are with ut Chriſt, the fountain 
of grace, and tpiritual influences.— Before tl.e fall, man's 
{oul was like a well watered garden, beautiful, green, 
and fragrant; but by his* apoltacy from God, in Adam, 
our firſt head, the ſprings of grace and holinets are quite 
dried up in his foul ; and there is no curing of this druught, 
but by the fuul's union with a new lead, to wit, Chriſt 
our ſecond Adam, who has the Spirit given him withcut 
meaſure for the uſe of his members. New, when we 
are united by faith to Chriſt, our head of influences, the 
* diy land is tuned into water ſprings; Chriſt comes 
down as the rain by his ſpirit of regeneration, and brings 
the ſprings of grace into the foul. He is tie firſt and im- 
mediate receptacle of ihe Holy Spirit, and all regenerating 
and ſanctifying influences, and out of bis fulnels we mult 
by faith receive them. And when at any time the ſprings 
of grace are interrupted in the foul by fin or unbelief, fo 
as the ground turns dry, the plants wither, and tle things 
which remain are ready to die; the foul hath need to 
look up to jeſus Chriſt to come down with new ſhowers 
upon the thirſty ground, and decayed plants, 

1. As the rain is the free giſt of God to the dry ground, 
it comes free and cheap to poor and rich, ſmall and great, 
and colts them nothing: So Chriſt, with his bleſſings, is 
God's tree gift to a dry perithing world, for which we 
ſhould continually be thankful. 2. As nothing can {top 
the ſailing of the rain, fo nothing can hinder Chriſt's gra- 
cicus influence, when he deſigus to aWake, convince, or 

en 
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ſoften a hard heart. When theſe ſhowers do fail on fi 
ners, the moſt ob!tinate will muit yield, and cry, © Lerd, 
© what wilt thou have me to do?* 2. As the rain is mutt 
neceflary and tuituble to the dry ground, and to the va— 
rious plants it produceth, and allo to the different parts ct 
every plant or tree; ſuch as the root, trunk, branches, 
leaves, flowers, aud fruit: So Chrilt is abloluely neceflary, 
and his influences moſt ſuitable to all his people's fouls, 
and to every faculky of them, the underſtanding, will, me- 
mory, and affect ions; and ro all their different graces, 
faith, love, repentance, &c. to root and eſtabliſh them, 
ſtrengthen and conſi m them. quicken and increaſe them, 
cheriſh and preferve them. 4. As the rain comes down 
in diverſe ways and manners to the earth, ſometimes 
with cold winds aud tempeſts, thunders and lightnings, 
and at other times with calmacts and warmih : So Chrift 
comes to ſinners, ſometimes with ſharp convictions and le- 
gal rerrors, aud ſometimes with alluring invitations and 
promiſes. 5. O how pleaſant are the effects of rain to 
languithing plants, o make them green and beautiful, live- 
ly and ſtrong, fragrant and fruitful? Sone effects of 
Chriſt's infſuenees ate moſt deſireable to drooping ſouls, for 
enlightening and enlivening them, for confirming and 
ftrengrhening them, for comtorting and enlarging them, 
for appetiling and ſatisfying them, transforming. and beau- 
titying them. A ſhower from Chriſt would foon make the 
church, though withered, turn green and beautiful, and 
to ſend forth a ſmell as of a field that the Lord hath bleſſed; 
and likewiſe ſome drops of this ſhower, falling down upon 
the languiſhing graces of communicants, weuld ſcon make 


them vigorous and lively in ſhewing forth their Saviour's 
death at his table. 


Here I may fee the reaſon why many ſouls continue as 


dry gruund in their parched natural condition, while o- 
thers near them are flouriſhing and fruitful ; Chriſt's ſhow - 


er hath come down uon the one, and not upon the other; 
one piece is rained upon, and another piece is dry and 
withered, according to that word in Amos iv. 7.—Oh, 


what cauſe is there to bewail the evident ſymptoms of this 


continuing natural drought in multitudes of fouls ! Why? 


their hearts are bard, impenetrable, and unaffected with 
the miſerable ſtate they are in by nature, and with the 
woful plagues of their hearts. They have no ſenſe or 
fcelng of the evil of ſin, nctwihſtanding of all the re- 


proofs 
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proofs and threatenings of the word, or the rodsand ſtrokes 
it brings upon them; or of the ſufferings of Chriſt tor 
tin. And though God aſſures them, that the end of dry 
ground is curſing and burning, they are impenitent and 
unconcerned under all.—O if parched fouls in their natu- 
ral eſtate were made fenlible of their miſery, and brought to 
bewail their caſe, and fay, * Oh, Fam as the heath in the 
« deſert that ſees no rain: Iam a dry tree; if I continue 
in this ſtate, I'll be cut down as cumbring the ground, 
and made ſuel to hell fire. I ſee the ax of juſtice laid to 
my root, every hour I am in danger of the blow. O 
if Chriſt would interpoſe to ſpare me, and come down 
upon me as the rain, and bring the moiſture of grace in- 
to my ſoul.” wh 

How lamentable alfo is the caſe of thoſe who once ſe e m- 
ed to be watered by this heavenly rain, and now are parch- 
ed by a long conluming drought and withering wind! 
They have luſt their former greenneſs and moiſture, their 
ſpirituality and livelineſs, and their duties are quite dwin- 
died away into a liſele ſs carcaſe and dead formality. They 
have loſt their wonted freedom and enlargement in prayer, 
and are fallen under fad bonds and ſtraitnings of ſpirit, 
which make them count holy things a wearineſs, and fre- 
quently neglect ſecret prayer. Surely ſuch have great need 
of Chriſt coming down upon them as the rain, to make 
them ſpring up as the graſs, and revive as the corn.— Alas 
we have a ſinful hand in bringing on ſuch a ſpiritual 
drongl:t, by quenching the motions of tle Spirit, indul- 
ging flefhly lofts, giving the world Chriſt's room in the 
heart, and negle Jing to live by faith on the Son of God, 
who is the rain and Cew of Iirac), 

How happy are thoſe who live under the droppings of 
this rain! Tley are like trees planted by the waters, their 
roots ſpread furth, and their leaves are green, Jer. xvii. 
8. Havel the ſigus of ſuch perſons? © Is my heart ready 
to melt at the fight of a crucified Jeſus {ct before me in 
© the ſlacrament? Do | mourn fur my fins that pierced him ? 
Am I ready to think worſe of myſelf than any other 
© perſin can? Is my heart ſoft and pliable to the will of 
© God, both in bis precepts and providences? Do the 
© wortd's good things bulk but little in my eye? Is it my 
© defire to meet with'Chriſt in every duty and o dance? 
© Du I ttill look on ſiu as Chriſt's enemy? Am I afraid of 
« provoking him by ſin to with-held the ſhowers, and 

| © make 


 % «a K 


58 SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 


make the heavens as braſs to me? Am I deſirous to 
* bring forth fruit anſwerable to the waterings he gra- 
. 1 allows me? O may I find theſe marks in my 
dul! 

O that I could earneſtly plead for the fulfilling of this 
promile in the text, that Chriſt would come down as the 
rain, that he would fend the ſhowers he bath merited and 
promiſed, fend them to mylelf, to the church, and to the 
whole land; to the preſent age, and ro the riling genera- 
tion! O what glorious effects would theſe ſhowers pro- 
duce! They would beautify the church and her aſſe mblies, 
make both minitters and profeſſors to thine in holineſs, and 
2 42 to be lively in worſhip. They would open 
priſon doors, looie bonds, enlarge hearts, revive drooping 
ſouls, turn their water into wiue, their ſorrow into joy, 
their complaints into praiſes, and make them ſiug in the 
ways of the Lord.—By theſe ſhowers God would be glor i- 
fied, the church cemented, and her diſtempers healed.— 
Ordinances would be ſucceſsſul, communions more pleaſ- 
ant, the godly more valned, religion more eſteemed, and 
the way to heaven more delighiſul.— Lord, look on the 
dry ground and preſent drouphty ſeaſon with pity, open 
the windows of heaven, and ſend down ſhowers as it. for- 
mer times, and as in other parts of the world, Send a 
ſhower to young communicants, and to thoſe who hive 
not ſeen thy goings in the ſanfluary ; a ſhower to ſtony 
hearts and withered hands, a flower to ſoften the clods, 
loofe the roots, and open the fprings. . O how much good 
would one of Chi it's ſhowers do to a por dry land! whet 
wonders would it work! what rriſeners would it looſe ! 
what cloudy minds would ;t brighten, and what doubtin 
fouls would it reſ{clve! Come duwn Lud Jeſus. Amen, 


— ——<_ 5 > 29 — 
MEDITATION XVIII. 
From DM. viii. 8. 
Lerd, I am mit wirithy ihat thin /h1ruldf! come under 
my ro. | 
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a man hath of Chriſt, the lower thonghts will he have of 


himſelf. When the man's eyes are open to lee the holi- 
neſs and excellepcy of Chriſt, he is made to own his own 
nothingneſs before him, and his infinite diſtance ſrom him, 
and to lay, like the Centurion in the text, © I am not wor- 
* thy that thou ſhould!t come under my roof,” q. d. It is 
too great an honour for ſuch a guilty and filthy creature to 
entertain a Savicur of infinite purity ; my. heart is more 
unworthy than my houſe, I have nothing to commend me 
to thee. — The lowly ſoul abhors hin. ſelf as vile in the tight 
of a holy God; he ſays, I am all as an unclean thing, and 
all my righteouſneſs is as filthy rags; in me dwells no good 
thing; I am iaſufficient of mylelt to do any thing that is 
good, or even to think a good thought: It is God that 
muſt work in me, both to will and to do, of his good 
pleaſure. He is under no vbligation to pity or help we, 
it will be abliolute free mercy in him if he do it. The low- 
ly man hath under-valuing thoughts of himſelf, and of all 
bis own doings and attainments: He renounctth all confi- 
dence in his own rightcyuſueſs, and humbly» ſubmits to the 
righteouſneſs of God by faith: He is content to be ſtript 
of all his own garments that Chriſt may be his clothing. 
He looks not to his own performances to recommend him 
to God, but only to Chriſt his furety, He is willing to 
go out of himſelf, and live wholly upon borrowed righte- 
ouſneſs and borrowed ſtrength, even to live upon Chriſt 
crucified, and to derive daily and hourly fi om him ſtrength, 
both ſor dury and difficulty, for work and warfare.— The 
man that is lo ly in heart, ſubmits to the will of God in 
all his diſpenſations, is content with every condition he 
thinks beſt for kim; he is patient in affliction, and ſilent 
under God's rad without antwering again. He is ſenſible 
that he juſtly deſerveth hell, and thereſore is very thankful 
for the leaſt mercy; like the woman of Canaan, he owns 
himſelf unworthy as a dog, and will be thankful ſor the 
crumbs that fall from the children's table. He will be 


_ thankful for a word from Chriſt, for a look, for a fmile, 


for the leaſt token of his favour, or the ſmalleſt influence 
of his ſpirit. | | 
Wherever faith is in exerciſe, it is a ſou]-humbling and 
ſelf-emptying grace, and lays the foul very low before God; 
and God always hath reſpect to ſuch faith, and to ſuch low- 
lineſs, Pſal. cxxxviii. 6. Chriſt put great reſpect upon the 
lowly Centurion, v. 10. 13. * I baye.net found fo grout 
l “faith, 
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© make the heavens as braſs to me? Am I deſirous to 
* bring forth fruit anſwerable to the waterings he gra- 


© cioully allows me?” O may I find theſe marks in my 


ſoul ! 

O that I cculd earneſtly plead for the fulfilling of this 
promile in the text, that Chriſt would come down as the 
rain, that he would fend the ſhowers he bath merited and 
promiſed, fend them to myſelf, to the church, and to the 
whole land; to the preſcrit age, and to the riling genera- 
tion! O what glorious effects would theſe ſhowers pro- 
duce! They would beautify the church and her aſſe mblies, 
make both minitters and profeſſors to thine in holineſs, and 
— to be lively in worſhip. They would open 
priſon doors, looie bonds, enlarge hearts, revive drooping 
ſouls, turn their water into wive, their ſorrow into joy, 
their complaints into praiſes, and make them ſiug in the 
ways of the Lord.—By theſe ſhowers God would be glori- 
fied, the church cemented, and her diſtempers healed.— 
Ordinances would be ſucceſsſul, communions more pleaſ- 
ant, the godly more valned, religion more eſteewed, and 
the way to heaven more delighiſul.— Lord, look on the 
dry ground and preſent droughty ſeaſon with pity, open 
the windows of heaven, and ſend down ſhowers as ir. for- 
mer times, and as in other parts of the world, Send a 
ſhower to young communicants, and to thuſe who hive 
not ſeen thy goings in the ſandluary; a ſhower to ſtony 
hearts and withered hands, a ſkuwer to ſoften the clods, 
loofe the roots, and open the fprings. . O how much good 
would one of Chi iſt's ſhowers do to a por dry land! what 
wonders would it work! what prifcners would it looſe ! 
What cloudy minds weuld {t brighten, and what doubtin 
fouls would it reſclve ! Come duwn Lord Jeſus. Amen. 
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a man hath of Chriſt, the lower thonghts will he bave of 
himſelf. When the man's eyes are open to lee the holi- 
neſs and excellency of Chriit, he is made to own his own 
nuthingaets before him, and his infinite diſtance ſrom him, 
and to lay, like the Centurion in the text, I am not wor- 
* thy that thou ſhouldft come under my roof,” q. d. It is 
toy great an honour for ſuch a guilty and filthy creature to 
entcriain a Savicur of infinite purity ; my heart is more 
unworthy than my houſe, I have nothing to commend me 
to thee. — The lowly ſoul abhors hin. ſelf as vile in the tight 
of a holy God; he ſays, I am all as an unclean thing, and 
all my righteouſneſs is as filthy rags; in me dwells no good 
thing; Iam iaſufficient of myſelt to do any thing that is 
good, or even to think a good thought: It is God that 
amnuſt work in me, both to will and to do, of his good 
ple aſure. He is under ro dbligation to pity or help we, 
it will be ablolute free mercy in him if he do it. The low- 
ly man hath under-valuing thoughts of himſelf, and of all 
bis own doings and attainments: He renounct th all confi- 
dence in his own righte»uſuefs, and humbli fubmits to the 
righteouſneſs of God by faith: He is content to be ſtript 
of all his own garments that Chriſt may be his cl-thing. 
He looks not to his own performances to recommend him 
to God, but only to Chriſt his furety, He is willing to 
go out of himſelf, and live wholly upon borrowed righte- 
ouſneſs and borrowed ſtrength, even to live upon Chriſt. 
crucified, and to derive daily and hourly fi om him ſtrength, 
both ſor dury and difficulty, for work and warfare.— The 
man that is lo ly in heart, ſubmits to the will of God in 
all his diſpenſations, is contert with every condition he 
thinks beſt for him; he is patient in affliction, and ſilent 
under God's rod without amwering again. He is ſenſible 
that he juſtly deſerveth hell, and thereſore is very thankful 
for the leaſt mercy; like the woman of Canaan, he owns 
himſelf unworthy as a dog, and will be thankful for the 
crumbs that fall from the children's table. He will be 
thankful for a word from Chriſt, for a look, for a fmile, 
for the leaſt token of his favour, or the ſmalleſt influence 
of his ſpirit. | 
Wherever faith is in exerciſ?e, it is a ſoul-humbling and 

ſelt · emptying grace, and lays the ſoul very low before God; 
and God always hath reſpect to ſuch faith, and to ſuch low- 
lineſs, Pfal. cxxxviii. 6. Chriſt put great reſpe& upon the 
lowly Centurion, v. 10. 13. © I bave. nt found ſo 2 

F « faith, 
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* faith, no, not in Iſrael; go thy way, and as thou haſt 
© believed, ſo be it done unto thee.” He alſo put great re- 
ſpect upon the humble publican; Luke xviii. 13. 14. and 
declared him juſtified ; for (faith he) © he that humbleth 
* himſelf ſhall be exalted,” He put great honour upon the 
humble woman of Camaan, that owned herſelf vile as a 
dog, Mat. xv. 27. 28. O wcman, great is thy faith, 
* (laid he) be it unto thee even as thou wilt.“ And he faith 
of himſelf, II. Ivii. 15. thongh he be © the high and lofty 
one that inhabiteth eternity, yet he dwelleth with the 
© humble ſpirit :* And thus he ſets himſelf before us, as the 
great pattern of humility, and bids us learn it of him, 
When he appeared unto Moſes, it was not in a lofty ce- 
dar, but in a low, mean, humble buſh. And when he 
would appear in our nature, it was not a great exalted 
woman he takes up with, but a low humble virgin, as 
Mary herſelf obſerves, Luke i. 48. 52. May I be helped 
then to appear befure him at his holy table, with a hum- 
ble ſpirit, and lowly frame, that he may vouchſafe to 
dwell and hold communion with me! 

O that I had the marks of a lowly heart, and could ſay, 
that I bluſh, and am aſhamed before God in prayer, becauſe 
of my ſinfuluels and pollution! that I am made to won- 
der at free grace in paring ſuch a vile unthankful wretch, 
in keeping me out of bell, iu offering me Chriſt and par- 
don through his blood, and calling me to his table.— 
That I diſclaim all rightecuſaeſs by the law, and expect 
nothing but wrath and ruin from that airth; that I louk 
only to Chriſt, and have admiring thoughts of him and 
his law-biding righteouineſs, That 1 have a deep ſenſe 
of indwelling fin, and of the corrupt ions of my heart, 
and think more meanly of mylelt than any other perſon 
can.— The: I aw jealous of my wicked heart, and afraid 
leſt I betray or wound the Son of God, and contract bluod- 
guiltinels; and therefore J adventure to his table with 
much fear and trembling. Lord, beſtow upon me ſuch 
a humble heart. 

O can ſuch an ill- deſer ving creature appear before God, 
and expect mercy, who hath ſo long abuſed mercy ! Lord, 
inſtead of ſtretching forth a ſceptre of mercy to invite me 
to thy table, thou mighteſt, with the rod of thy juſtice, 
jaſtly daſh me in pieces as a potter's veſſel. Inſtead of en- 
tertaining me with the bread of life, and the cup of bleſ- 
ſing, thou mightelt give me the bread and water of afflic- 
tion; 
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tion; yea, caſt me into that pit, where I ſhould cry in 
vain for a drop of water to cool my tongue. O ſhall fuch 
a wretched dug as I preſume to come to thy table, and 
eat of the children's bread, who am not worthy to gather 
the crumbs that fall from it! But I have heard of the mer- 
cy of the King of Iſrael, that he delights to ſhew it to 
the unworthy that humble themſelves before him. Oh, I 
am vile and unfit to appear before thee ; but, ſurely they 
are undone that keep away from thee. I am come to thee 
not becauſe I am fit or worthy, but becaufe thou art rich 
in mercy, and haſt contrived a way for ſaving the like of 
me.—Lord, I am not wortby to come within ſiglit of thee, 
but far leſs that thou ſhould it come under my roof to lodge 
with me! Will God in verydeed* come and © dwell with 
* men!” This is a wonder, though all men were as inno- 
cent and righteous as once Adam was! But will he lodge 
ot feaſt with me that am a leper ? Will he come under = 
rouſ of my ſoul, a houſe fo ruinous, ſmoky and de filed, 


Where he has not a fit place to lay his head? But, O my. 


humble, condeſcending Saviour, did not diſdain to lie in a 
manger among beaſts, nor to dine with Simon a leper! O 
Lord Jeſus, come in thyſelf and furniſh the houſe, prepare 
ay upper room in my ſonl, large, ſwept and garniſhed, 
and there abide, and keep the paflover with me. 

Lord, I am not worthy to eat the crumbs that fall from 
my own table, much leſs thoſe that fall from thine. I 
deſerve not a room to ſtand among thy ſervants, far leſs to 
ſu down with thy children. I am unworthy of my dai 
bread from thee, and ſball I be allowed to eat of the bread 
of life ? Shall I, who deſerve not the bread-of men, be 
admitted to eat the bread of angels? Shall I fit down with 
him, at whoſesfeet they fall? If John the Baptiſt (one of 
the greateſt that was born, of women, who was filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt from the womb) thought himſelſ not 
worthy to looſe Chriſt's ſhoes, how unworthy am I, the 

neſt of creatures, a 2 from the womb, to be 
admitted io touch, nay feed upon Chriſt's broken body 
and ſhed blood? If Peter, after ſeeing Chriſt's glory, and 
his un vileaels; judged himſelf unworthy to be in the 
ſame ſhip with Chriſt, and cried, * depart from me, for I 
© am a finful man: How ſhall I, the chief of ſigners, ad- 
venture to fit down at the fame table with him in a fami- 
liar way ? If the woman with the bloody iſſue was aſraid 
ts come and touch the bem 7 Chr iſt's garment, how much 
6 mor © 
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more may I, who am full of the running iſſues of fin, 
fear to touch the fymbels of his body and blood, or put my 
hand inte his fide? If the pureſt angels muſt cover their 
faces when before him, bow ſhall I, who am ſo impure, 
appear openly in his preſence? But glory to God for the 
bleſſed covering provided for my guiky ſoul, under which 
T may appear and be accepted. I come to thee wrapt in 
it, Lord, accept of me: | 
O how diſtinguiſhing are thy favours to me an unworthy 
creature! Thou mighteſt juſtly have put in my hand a cup 
of trembling and nnmixed wrath, a cup filled with horror 
of conſcience and ſearful deſpair : But, in ſtead thereof, thou 
giveſt me rhe cup of ble ſſing, filled with the hope of pardon 
and eternal liſe. I might have been in hell, drinking the 
damned*s cup of wrath, into which juſtice is ſtill pouring in 
as faſt as they drink out: Bur, glory to free grace, thou 
calleft me to drink the cup of ſalvation, which my Saviour 
hath parehaſed with his blood, and ſweetened d ith his 
blefling. Tlanks be to God for i for ever. p T 


— j —— 
MEDITATION XIX. 
From 2 Cor. ix. 15. 


Thanks be unte Cod for bis unſpeakable gift. 


| ANY pive thanks to God for meat and drink to theis 
| bodies, which indeed is the duty of all; but alas! 
few give thanks to God ſor Jefus Chriſt, the only food of 
precious fouls, and God's unſpeakable gift to men! Many 
are fond of temporal gifts and earthly riches, which are 
notbing but vanity ; but ah! they are eaſy about this pearl 
of great price, this matchlefs gift, whoſe value no tongue can 
Expreſs, nor open up what is contained in ir. The Apo- 
He tells us 4 great truth, Eph. i. 3. that © God blefſggus 
© with all fpirnusl bleſhing in Chritt.” In this ꝑiſt of God 
we have innumerable gifts beſtuwed on thoſe who believe 
on him, fuch it the gifts' of Tpivitual illumination, par don 
of fn, a hw-biding righteouſneſs, reconciliat ion with God, 
2 doption ito hu family, reſtoring of his image, fandtify- 
ing influences," fpiritvu> ſtrength ſor work and warfare, 
loofing* of bonds, — of the Spirk, unſtinging orf 
death, condiſet threugh the dark valley, aud! tale tua the 
8 7 d . 
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Manſions of 


Chrit is the moſt neceſſary and mot enriching gift ever 
was gwen to the world. God gave him to be a plank of 


' mercy, to ſave out ſouls when ſhipwrecked. He gave him 


to be out phyſician and balm, to heal us when our wounds 
ſeemed ircurable. He gave him ta be © the Lord our 
© Righteouſneſs, when we had no righteouſneſs. He gave 
him to be our Advocate to plead for us, when we had ma- 


ny accufers, and none to take our pait. He gave him to 


us to de will rigliteouſneſa, ſanct ification and redemp- 
© tion.” In this gift there is infinite ſulneſs, and unfearch- 
able riches, - Well may the Spouſe call Chriſt a © bundle 
© of myrrh,” and a * cluſtre of camphbire,” Cant. i. 13. 14. 
becauſe fo many giſts and bleſſings are bundled up in this 
one giſt. Oh, what can I conceive, or what can I ex- 
prels of this gift | He that would deſcribe or ſpeak of this 


gift, would need to have his tangue dipt in heaven.— 


Shonld an angel come down from it to tell us of this gift, 
he wonld autipeak all the men on earth; yet when he had 
ſaid all be could, the gift would be far above his expreſſi · 
on: Why ? becauſe be is © unſpeakable.” 

Thanks be onto God that gave us not a ſervant, not an 
angel, not a friend, but his Son, Not an adapted Son, 
but his own Son by eternal generation; a Son who is 
* rhe brightneſs of his Father's glory, and the expreſs 1 
mage of his perſon.” Yea, be gave us his only Son, to 
die as a ſacrifice in our room! How bitterly did Jacub be- 
wail the parting with one fon, when he had eleven be» 
bind? Bur God gave his only begotten Son, and the Sor 
of his love for us! It is recorded as an admirable inſtance 
of Abrabham's obedience, that he was willing to part with 
his only fon at God's command. Gen. xxii. 12, Now I 


know that thou feareſt God, ſee ing thou haſt not with» 
© held thy fon, thine only fun, from me.” But what was 


Abraham's ſon to God's eternal Son, the ſecond perſon of 
the glorious Trinity! a Son that was his equal! a Son in 


whom his foul delighted! a Son that never diſpleaſed him 


at any time! How bitterly did David mouru at parting 
with a rebellious fon! 4 O Abſalom, my fon, my fon, 
© would to Gnd I had died for thee, &c.“ But what are 
all the ſons of men, or ten thouſand worlds full of men, or 
as many heavens full of angels, to the beloved Sun of God, 


whom all the angels worthip and adore? And yet this is the 
ifi that God gives us. * giving this gift, diw ine bour- 
et 2 7 oy ty 
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ty hath ſtretched itſelf to the uttermoſt : He could bave 
Created a million of heavens more bright, and millions of 
angels more glorious for us; but a more glorious Son he 
had net, nor could have; a greater gift he had rot in all 
his treaſures, than his own co-eternal and con- ſubſtantial 
Jon, yet he makes a free gift of him to us! O who would 
not give thanks unto God for this his unſpe:kable gift ? 
And who would not part with all the world to have an 
irtereſt in this pitt ſealed to him at the Lord's table ? — 
This is the gift that ſweetens all other gifts, and without 
which nothing in the world hath any ſweetneſs in it. 
This gift of God is moſt free; it was impoſſible that 
the world could have Chriſt any other way than as a free 
gift. A man like old Jacob may be bereaved of bis child - 
re, but it was not poſſible that God could be bereaved of 
his dear Son. Neither could we have him by purchaſe ; 
we were ſo poor, we had not wherewith to purchale the 
deait bleſſing. And what though all the riches of the 
world had been ours, though all its mountains had been 
gold, pearls, or diamonds, they would not have been ſuffi- 
cient to purchaſe one ſight of this giſt, far leſs a right to 
it. Nor could ever any motive be found out for beſtuw- 
ing this giſt, but the mere free love of God, Juhn iii. 16. 
© Goto loved the world, that he give his only begotten 
© Sm: As if he had ſaid, ice the world hath no merit, 
nor price, worth, nor mutive, to obtain this bleſfing, I 
Juſt make a free gift of him to the world: Take bim free» 
ly, poor beggars of Adam's family ; take him, ard he will 
eurich you all! And O how fealonably and un expectedly 
was this gift given? Adam, when he came trembiing be- 
fore God after his fall, looking for his final doom, did 
little expect ſuch a gitt, until God himſelf, to the aſto- 
ni ſument of angels and men, promiſed rhe ſeed of rhe we- 


man. Who could have thought that the great Gud would 


have gifted bis dear Son to ſuch vile wretches, ſinners that 
Were not ſeeking hin! Nay, who of mankind could have 
delired ſuch a gift? ludezd, when we had been periſhing, 
we might have looked up, and cried, O God have mercy 
upon us: But who would have ſaid, O give the Sen of 
thy love to bear the wrath due to vs! We neither deferv- 
ed, nor defired this gift, but God gave it moſt freely and 
ſurpriſingly ! When Adam broke God's covenant, he was 
purined with a cry, © Adam where art thou?“ Doubt le ſs, 
Adam expected a terrible blow from the tword of * 
8 ut 
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bur, behold, he is purſued with a cry, and the unſpeaka- 
ble gift in the crier's hand! O how turpriſing was this to 
poor, trembling, guilty Adam! What cauſe had he to cry, 
* Thanks be unto Ged for his unſpeakable 2 What 
© ſhall I render to the Lord for ſuch a gift?“ And the fame 
cauſe have we. 

O wonderful love! this free giſt is offered freely to the 
poorelt creature of Adam's family; fo that fuch an one as 
I, am werranted to accept and embrace ir, and make ſure 
my intereſt in it; © Lord, I believe, help thou my unbe- 
© hef.*” Many covet other gifts, but I covet this beſt giſt, 
this enriching gift ; this is a lau ful covetoaſneſs: I receive 
this gift of God into my boſom, into my very hearr. O 
that I had the marks of thoſe who peſleſs this gift, and 


are truly thankful tor it! Can I fay, that this giſt is tru- 


ly precious in my eyes, aud that I eſteem it far above all 
temporal gifts whatſoever : . That I am oft thinking upon 
Nis matchleſs excellency, his low ſtoop and condeſcending 
tove; and do I frequently break eut with the Pſalmift, 
* Whom have J in heaven but thee? and there is none 
© upon earth I defire beſides thee.'—Have I low thoughts 
of my ſelt, as unwortby that Chriſt ſhould come under my 
roof, reckoning myſelf with Paul, the leaſt of ſaints, and 
© chief of ſinners?“ Do I rencunce. all Chriſt's rivals and 
competitors, ſuch as my beloyed luſts, and beloved righ- 
teoninels? Do I count all my duiogs and duties “ but Jofs 
and Guts, for the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ?* Do I take the 
crown off every head, aud put it upon Chriſt's head, and 
give him all the glory of my fal;ation, and ſay, that “ in 
« the Lord Jefus only have I rigbreuufr-'s and firengrth ?* 
Ain I careful to avoid every thing tiat would diſhenour 
Chritt ? and do I fay to every temptation that clers, © How 
© ſhalt I do this wickedneſs, and fra apainft God,“ or bring 
a reproach upon Chriit and his ways? Dol rejuice when 
Chriſt is honepred, bis throne railed, his glory advanced, 
and his ſubjects increaſed ; and when ftrangers and yung 
ones are drawn to lote and admire him? Am I often ſay- 
ing, What ſhall ] render to the Lord for his unſpeakable 
« gift?” Tamara loſs how to expreſs my thankfulneſs; I 
bave nothing to give him; but Il zender all I have to 
bim, my foul, my body, my love, my praiſes, my time, 
my talents, my walk and converſaticv. Lord, accept of 
my two poor mites, fovl ard body, in token of wy grati- 
mde for God's CEE” love nd sg gift; and make 
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me fit for giving thee thanks eternally for this unſpeakabfe Nif 
gift: O that I could apply theſe bleſſed marks to myſelf. the 
* And O what thanks do I owe my dear Saviour, that the 
ſubmitted willingly to be heaven's gift to the children of br. 
men; yea, frankly offered, and gave himſelf to be a ſacri- pe 
* fice for them, to drink of the brook in the way, even the tha 
cup of God's wrath, that we might drink the cup of God's ret 
bleſſing! O how low was our fall, that nothing could - cut 
raiſe us up again but the low abaſement of the Son of God! and 
And O how low was the ſtoop that he behoved to make to be! 
Tecover vs! The Son of God muſt be tread upon as a ene 
worm! The Almighty phyſician muſt come from heaven, hut 
and let his heart be pierced, to prepare a medicir.e to cure No 
our diſeaſe! He that © thought it no robbery to be equal tat 
4 with God, muſt be made equal to robbers and murde r- bre 
ers! He muſt not only fuſſer death, but defertion alto, the 
from God, from man, and the whole creation! He gave 
himſelf not only to ſuſfer the pangs of death, but the paius Ah 
of hell; not only the ſorrows of dyirg men, but the ſor- rec 
rows of damned ſouls! O unſpeakable gift! bot 
{off 
So — Ss E xXx 

| ſuff 
MEDITATION XX. 10 
On 

| From Lide ix. 22. cr. 
The Son of Man muſt ſuffer many things. _ 

UR Lord oft ſpoke of his ſufferings to his diſciptes, ing 
becauſe he would have them deeply imprinted upon 60 
the hearts of all his people, that they might always thick tere 
upon them, and carry abaut with them the dying of the pro 
Lord Jeſus. As Chriſt forezold his ſufferings beſure - ha nal, de v 
ſo they came exattly to paſs. He ſaid he muſt * fufle r He 
* many things” for his people, and accordingly he did ſo: 28 2 
Let me view his ſeflerings before Igo ro commemourate ene 
them at his table. 2 I. 
1. I mult conhder him that ſuffered many things for us; Cy, 
the Spirit of God requires us to conſider the High Prieſt, {ide 
who he is, Heb. iii. 1. Theugh be calls himielf in the all 
text the Son of Man, as to his human nature, yet he is and 
allo the Son of God as to his divine nature; yea, God e- ſen! 
qual with the Father, the great God our Savieur : This paſl 
| God-man, the WONDERFUL, is our High Prieſt, that blaf 


ſuffered 


* 
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ſuffe red many things for us. He is our glorious Emmanvel, 


the inrocent and immaculate Lamb of God, that had nct 
the leaſt ſpot or crime of his own to ſuffer for. —He is the 
brightne!'s of his Father's glory, the expreſs image of his 
perion; he is the King of kings, and Lord of lords. He 
that ſuffered is he that went about always doing good to 
perſons of all forts, and deſerved well of thoſe who perſe- 
cuted and crucified him. He is the great lover of markinq, 
and friend of ſinners; our glorious tenefattcr, who remem- 
bered us in cur low ec{tate ; one that comes urder the meſt 
endearing characters to us, as that of cur father, cur 
huſband, cur bruther, maſter, phyſcian, ranſcmer, &c. 
Now, will not a ſon be ſenſible of the fifferings of his 
father, or a wife of the ſufferings of ber huſband ? Or ore 
brether be tœuched with the fi ferings cf another? This is 
the great High Prieſt that ſuffercd * many thir gs for us. 
2. I am to conſider the * many things' he ſuffered. 
Ab, they are fo great, fo various, and waniſold, I cannot 
recount nor comprebend them! I way lay, tbe {uttered in 
both natures: Theugh his Gockhead covld not properly 
{ufter grief or pain, yet it ſuffered an ecliple fer 33 years, 
except a ſhort time it ſhone forth on Meurt Tabor.— He 
ſuffered many thirgs in his human nature, both in foul and 
body; he was pcriecuted, tempted, c:lumniated, betrayed, 
bound, mocked, ſpit upon, bufieted, fcerrged, wounded, 
cre wned with thorns, and crucified. — He {it fered in all his 
othices, he was mocked as a Prophet, ard bid prophef' 
ho {mote him; as a Prieſt, be was bid ſave hin ſelf, ſee- 
ing he preterded to fave others; as a King, he was mocks 
ed with an old purple robe and thorny creun— He fſuf- 
tered in bis henevr and reputation, bemg diſgraced ard re- 
proached by men, called a Samaritan, one poſle ſſed of the 
devil, a blaſphemer, a glutton, a drunkard, a ſeducer, &c. 
He was even overwhelmed with calumny.— He {iffered 
as a blaſ hemer againſt God, as a traiter to Cæſar, and an 
enemy to Moſes's law, though he was entirely free of them 
all.— He was wounded and pierced in all parts of his bo- 
dy, in his head, bands, and feet; in his checks, back, and 
{de.— He ſuftered in his outward geods, being ſpoiled of 
all things, and even ſtrip t of his clothes to his very fkin, 
and nailed to the croſs naked, — He ſuffered in all his five 
ſenſes ; his ſight, with the ſpiteful carriage of thoſe that 
paſſed by, wagging their heads; his hearing, with their 
blaſphemous talk ; bis ſmell, with the noiſeme ſavcur — 
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the ſculls of the dead; his raſte, with vivegar and pall 5 
his feeling, wih thorns and nails piercing his bead, hands, 
and feet. He luffered in the moit teader and finewy parts 
of his body by the tor meuting naik, eſpecially being vio- 
lently ſtzetched out, and probably disjointed, to make 
them reach to the holes; therefore he laith, Pfal, Xxii. 16. 
17. They have digged my hands and my feet, I may tell 
* all my bones, they look and ſtare upon me.'— He tuf- 
fered moſt of all in his foul, and its noble faculties : How 

reat was the agony and travel of his foul, when he ſwate 


lood in the garden through all the pores of his body! O0 


how- great was the anguiſh of his mind upon his heavenly 


„ 


Father's deſerting him, which made bim ſend forth a 


dreadful cry to heaven for relief, My God, my God, 
© why hatt thou forſaken me:“ Then it was he cried and 
groaned under his preſſure, but no relief appeared; there 
was none to anſwer, every door was ſhut againſt him: 
For at this time his own ſun, his own heaven, his own 
Father, his own Godhead, did all hide their faces and 
cunſolations from him! O the many things he ſuffered 
for us, they cannot be numbered ! 


3. I am to conſider from whom the Son of Man fuffer- 


ed. He ſuffered from all hands, from earth, from hell, 


from heaven; from men, from devils, from infinite juf- 


tice. He ſuffered from all forts of men, from King He- 
rod and his men of war, who mocked him, and ſet him 
at nought; from the Jewiſh prieſts and rulers, who cruel- 
iy uſed and pruſecute bim to death; from Governor Pi- 
late, who ſcourged and condemned him to be crucified 2 
He ſuffered from the Jews and from the Romans, from 
the clergy and from the lawyers, from ſoldiers and fer- 
vants, from great ones aud commons, and even from theſe 
he had done much good unto.— He ſuffered from thofe 
whom he came to lave and walh by his biood ; for therg 
were 3000 of thoſe who crucified him, or were active in 
his ſufferings, that were converted to him by Peter's ſer- 
mon, Acts ii, He {uffered not oaly from enemies, but from 
protefied friends and diſciples; one of theſe betrayed and 
ſald him, another of them denicd and abjured him, and 
all the reſt furfouk him, and left bim alone to ſuffer in 
the midit of devils and rutftans inſulting over him.—He 
ſuffered from devils, and all the powers of hell; theſe 
degs and * bulls of Baſhary were all let looſe to tear and 
gore him in lis laſt ſufferings; * for this (he ſaid) was 
— * ED | weir 
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their © heur and power cf darkneſs.'— But, which was 
worſt of all, he ſuffered alſo from heaven; ſor he bein 

ſubſtituted in the room of ſinners, a juſt and holy God act- 
ed as an inexorable judge towards him, he frowned terri- 
bly upon bim, ſmote bim with the ſword of juſtice, and 
withdrew all the feeling of his loving kindneſs from bim, 
and all thuſe divine. influences which might any way re- 
freſh his troubled fonl in the hour ef his greateſt need: 


And thus he fell a ſacrifice to incenſed juſtice fbr our hei- 


nous guilt and provocation*s. At this time a fearful black 
cloud was ſpread over the glortons Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
never was there any ſuch eclipſe ſeen cr heard of as this! 


For a candle to be put out is no great matter, but for the 


jun to be darkened is very uncemmon: But theugh fun, 
moon, and ſtars, had all been blewn out at once, it 
would be no ways ſo amazing as the darkening of tte e- 
ternal Sun of Rightconlnels upon the croſs! A ſtrange and 
marvellous ſight! What meant the heat of this great an- 

er? Muſt even the Creator himſelf ſuffer for the creature's 
ins? Muſt he fuffer ſuch a load of wrath, as make him 
cry ont to the aſtoniſhment of 9 and men ? 

4. I am to confider the High Prieſt, atd for whom it 
was he ſuffered thoſe great and many things. He ſuffered 
not for himſelf, for he never cffended either againſt Gud 
or man, and deſerved no puniſhment. He fiftered none 
for fallen angels: they muſt all ſuffer for themſelves: It 
was only for men of Adam's race, that were debtors to 


jultice and priſoners of wrath ; he ſiffered for creatures 


moſt undeſerving, for rebels, and for many, that were his 
greateſt enemies; and even for thoſe who were his mur- 
derers and exocutioners, for he both prayed and was heard 
for them, when they were pouring out his blood. 


| 5. Let me conſider with what affection te ſuffered all 


1 2 5 * _ X 74 . 
tlole things for us. It was bis ardent love to perifhing 


fouls, which many waters could not qucnch ;—with fer - 


vent wiſhes aud longings for the hour of his paſſion, I 
© bave a baxtifin to be baptiſed with, and howam I ſtrait- 
© ned until it be accom; liſ.ed ?'—with great literality: It 
is not the blood of his finger, or a part of his bloed, that 
he would ſhed for us; no, te would neecs pour out all his 
blood, and even his heart blood tco, and with that he 
oured cut his foul allo, Ifa. lii. Why would he be fo 
beral? that with bim there might be * plenteous re- 
deinption, Plal. cxxx. 7.— He ſuffered with great 2 
neils 
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nefs, patience, and r ation : when he ſuffered he 
threatened not, but was led as a ſheep to the ſlaughter, 
dumb, not opening his mouth :— With great humility 
and ſelf-denial, content ta be as a worm and no man, 
ro bring glory to his Father :—With a thirity zeal for 


the ſalvation of ſouls, and for completing the work of 


our redemption : and hence it was, he cried on the crol; 
© EF thirit,' and glad when he could ſay, It is finithed,” 
O what cauſe have I to obey bis dying charge, to go to 
his memorial feaſt, aud ro tbink upon and wonder at the 
matchleis love of Chriſt, that made bim willing to ſuffer ſo 
many things for ſuch wretched creatuces as 1 am. He 
knew well enough befure-hand what cur falvaticn would 
cuſt him, yet he willingly undertook it, faying, upon the 
very hrit motion of it, Lo I am come.“ But laith God to 
him, It you will engage in this work, you muſt underly 
my wrath, and be handled as if yuu were the (inner in 
law : Well, faith Chriſt, I come to do thy will, O Ged ;? 
I am ſatisfied with the terms: Let the cup be never ſo 
bitter, III drink it, ere theſe miſerable creatures do ir. O 
loving High Prieſt, how ſhall I think cf thy ſufferings with» 
out raptures of love and admiration: I bad been in hell if 
thou badſt not been in an agony here; I had for ever been 
ſcorched there, if thou hadit not ſwate here; yea, not on- 
ly I, but all the poſterity of Adam had periſhed if thou 
hadſt not ſuffered thoſe many things for them: Surely the 
weight of wrath which made thee heavy, and caſed thee 
fall ro rhe ground, ſwear, groan, and cry, would have ſunk 
all mankind into hell for ever, —O what ingratizude muſt 
it be to refuſe Chriſt's off-:s and terms of falvation, after 
what he has ſuffered ro purchaſe ii! Was he at ſo much 
pains to obtain redemptio:! for us, and will we be at no 
pa ins ro get an intereſt ia it? Did he ſhed blugd, and will 
not I drop tears? Lord pity this heart of mine. 


MEDITATION XXI. 
From J. xviii. 4. 


F-fus knowing all things that ſhould come upon him, 
went forth, Cc. 


COHEIST foreknew all his ſifferings, with all their in- 
gredients, before they came upon him yet he wil- 
ling y and refolurely went forth to meet ther. He will 
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not flee, nor hide himfelf from his perſecutors, but eaſt. 


himſelf in their way. He ſaw the cup of wrath mixed 
and ready for him, and now as it were, he reaches forth 
his hand to take it. When the people would have forced 
him to a crown, he hid himſelf ſrom them, John vi. 15. 
But when they would force him to a croſs, he offered. 
himfelf to them, knowing that his hour was come 10 ful- 
Hl his ſuretyſhip for us, and complete our redemption, 
U pon this account he made his ſufferings welcome, and the 
paſlover that iutroduced them, Luke xxii. 15. With de- 
fire have I deſired to eat this paſſuver.“ He abhorred all 
counſels that tended to hinder him, and rebuked Peter as 
{martly for diſſuading him from ſuffering, as he would 
have done Satan himſelf, Marth. xvi. 23. And though all 
his ditciples would hare diſſuaded him, John xi. 8. he 
marched with great forwardneſs ro Jeruſalem, where he 
foretold the bloody tragedy was to be atted; he haſtened 
to the field of battle, and place of kifering: Yea, he went 
lo faſt to ir, that his diſciples were amazed at it, and a+ 
fraid to follow him, Math. xx. 18. Mark x. 22. They 
were behind him, and would have fallen behind altogether, 


had it not been for ſhame, and let him go alone; they 


were amazed to fee a man haſten ſo faſt to a blood death: 
But he would not ſtop, though they had all left him, as they 
did afterwards, And when his time was come io be ap- 
prehended, he would nenher let Peter deſend him, nur 
angels reſcue him, though there were twelve legions at 
his call: One angel would have been ſuſſicient to do it, 
or one word from his own mouth; but, faith he, The 
* cup my father hath given me to drink, ſhall ] not drivk 
it? Where fore, when they accuſed bim of blaſphemy 
againſt Gad, and of enmity againſt Cæſar and Moles's law, 
and things he was perfectly innocent of, he would make 
no legal defence to fave his life Lefore Pilate, but held his 


peace, inſomuch that Pilate marvelled greatly. He migbt 


think it was eaſy for him to an{wer all they ſaid, but he 
knew not the reaſon of our Lord's filence, viz. that he 
would do nothing to binder the elect's redemption, which 
he had underraken.—And, as be was ſilent before Pilate, 
fy was he before divine juſtice, and would do nothing to 
divert the ſtreke: Soon might be have reſcued himſelf 
hen juſtice drew the {word, by ſaying, * Father, theſe 
© ſins are not mine :' No, he is {ilent, and takes with the 
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charge, as if he had committed them all. On me, ſaith - 
he, be the curſe ; I willbe the ſacrifice for theſe loſt ſheep. 
O love unf{peakable. | 

The reaſons of my Saviour's will:ngneſs to ſuſfer are ob- 
vious ;' he knew it was his Father's will he ſhould ſuffer, 
and therefore he ſaid, Plalm xl. * I delight to do thy will, 
O my God.“ He knew it would greatly diſplay the glo- 
ry of the divine attributes, that was ſullied by our fins; it 
would highly magnify lis love to his ſheep, John x. I 
© lay down my lite for my theep ;* I doit of myſelf, free- 
ly, without compulſion : It was neceſſary to make his la- 
crifice acceptable and well pleaſing unto God. The hea- 
thens would not offer a ſacrifice to their gods that came 
ſtruggling to the altar; fo every ſacrifice offered to the 
true Gud muſt be a free-will offering, as we would have 
it of a ſweet ſmelling favour unto him. This Chrilt hath 
taught us by bis example, and upon this account God hath 
twice proclaimed from heaven, © This is my beloved Son, 
© in whom I am well plealed.” 

O, was Chrilt's willingnels to ſuffer for ſinners ſo well 
Pleaſing to the father, and ſhall it not render him molt a- 
miable and lovely to us? Surcly the Mediator's frank and 
chearful undertaking to ſuffer ſo much for us, when unre - 
quired by us, is a favour ivfi-itely kind and obliging, and 
doth command raptures cf lose and praiſe from us when 
we celebrate his holy ſupper, What a moving fight is it 
to the eye of faith, to behold our glorious Emmanuel vo- 
luntarily ſtating himſelf in cur law-room, withevt the ſo- 
licicing of ary creature, and engaging chearfully to go 
throngh Satan's buffetings, death's pangs, and tell's flames 
for us! With what elevated thoughts and raifed affect ions, 
ſhould we admire, love and praile a crecified Jeſus, who 
did all this willingly and unrequired for us! Oh, he never 
had ſo good will to eat when hungry, as he had. to ſuffer 
and fatisſy juſtice for vs! Hence he faid, © my meat is to 
© do the will of him rhat ſent me, and 10 fiaiſh his work.“ 
John iv. 34. Here is food moſt delicious for faith to feed 
upon at the Redeemer's table.— Again, from this willing- 
neſs of Chriſt to ſuffer for us, I have good ground to con- 
clade his willingneſs to receive us, when we come to lim 
by ſaith to partake of the fruns of his ſufferings. O how 
can any believer, or ſenſible ſinner, queſtion or doubt of 
Chriſt's willingneſs to help and ſave them, who was ſo 
willing to offer himſelf a ſacrifice to juſtice for them? 

Surely 
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Syfely he is far more willing to ſave, than ally ſinner is 
to repent or believe. And from this I'll take my encourage- 
meat to come to him: Since my loving Jeſus came wil- 
lingly as a lamb to the ſlaughter for ſinners, I'll venture, 
with humble confidence, to go to this meek, compaſſionate, 
{weer-natured lamb, for pity and belp in the times of my 
need, truſting he will not reject me, nor any that comes 
to him upon his call in the goſpel. © I believe, Lord, help 
my unbelief. 

O, did Chriſt ſuffer the pains of death and hell ſo wil - 
kngly for us, and ſhall not we be willing to ſuffer the re- 

oaches or revilings of men, or any other perſecution for 
him? And when any ſuch injuries are done us, ſhall we 
not bear them with meekneſs and patience after Chriſt's 
example, who ſubmitred chearſully to every thing he knew 
to be his father's will? Though he was perfectly innocent, 
and met with the greateſt provocations from wicked men, 
yet he patiently bore them; taking all as out of his father's 
hand, who had mingled the cup for him. Therefore, When 
he was reviled, he reviled not again; he could have told 
Pifate, Caiaphas, and bis other perſecutors, what fort of 
men they were, yet he opened not his mouth, but went 
wilingly as a lamb to the flavghter. O that we could i- 
mirate the meeknefs, patience, and willingneſs of the Lamb 
of Gude in all the fufterings he calls us to. 

O did Chriſt delight to do bis Father's will, and ge 
williogly through the moſt hard and difficult ra ſł of ſw eat - 
ing, bleeding, and dying for us? and ſhall we find ſo lit- 
tle delight in doing his will, and performing the duties 
which lead to communion and fellow ſhip with lim, as 
prayer, praiſe, reading, hearing, or communicating ? Did 
Chriſt come ſo chearfully to die for us, and ſhall we go ſo 
backwardly and unwillingly to his table to enjoy fellow- 
ſkip with him, when he invites us to it? O what a ſhame- 
ful requital is this! May not Chriſt ſay, Is this thy kind- 
* nels to thy friend?“ When the Father called me to ſuf- 
fer, and drink the cup of trembling for thee, how readily 
did I echo back, * I come, lo I come, to do thy will I 
© take delight !' But when I call thee to pray or commu- 
nicate, how backward and dead hearted art thou in that 
work? I did uot weary fo ſoon in the garden, as thou 
doſt in the church! I did not fo foon weary on the croſs, 
as thou deſt ig thy cleſet! I was longer in my agony, 
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wreſtling under the wrath cf God for thee, than ever thou 
waſt in wreſtling in prayer for thy ſoul. 

Did Che iſt offer his ſacrifice fo willingly for us, O then 
let me go to God my Saviour, with the ſacrifice of mylelf 
and my duties, With a ready and chearſul heart: God 
© toveth a chearful giver.” As Anmziah offered himſelf 
willingly unto the Lord, 2 Chron. xvii. 16. and David 
Rith, Accept of the tree-wili offerings of my mouth,” 
Pſal. cxix. 108. O that with the like willingneſs could fler 
myſelf, my heart, and my lacrifices of prayer and prailes 
unto the Lord: And when I fecl ary relwtancy and back» 
wardneſs of ſpirit to duty, let me ſtill call to mind hcw 
willingly Chriſt ctiered himſelf a ſacrifice to God for us, 
and chide my heart for its unwillingnels.—Surely it is 
much for the honour of God, and the credit of religion, 
as it is moſt ju't and reaſonable in itſelf, to {ſerve God with 
joyfulneſs, who has willingly given us the unſpeakable 
gift of his dear Son to die for us. The wicked and pro- 
fane are ready to reproach religion as a ſcur and meian- 
choly thing, when we ſerve God in a dead-hearted man- 
ner; and God himſelf is highly diſpleaſed with-us for it, 
as is evident from that long and terrible chapter, the 28th 
of Deuteronomy, that is full of curſes and threatened judge- 
ments, ver. 47. where the cauſe of all is given, Becauſe 
© thou ſervedſt not the Lord thy God with joyfulneſs and 
© gladneſs of heart.“ Since the ſacrament is called the 
Euchariſt or Thankſpiving, let me go to it with a joyful 
and thankful heart, blelling God for Chriſt. O tnauke 
de to God for his unſpeakable gift.“ Amen. 


MEDITATION XXII. 


From John xvi. 7. 
Ht is expedient for you that I go . 


O wonder that ſorrow filed the diſciples's hearts at 

the intimation of Chriſt's departure from them: 
They had enjoyed a fwect time with him at the commu— 
nion table; his preſence with them was their heaven, 
and they cannot think „f parting with him: They are 
greatly troubled, that he will neither ſtay ſtill with them, 
nor take chem awey with hin: * nevertheleſs,” {faith he, 
© it is expedient for you that I go away.'—Lord, _ 
| | rae 
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the foul, how is it expedient for me to be left behind thee 
in a ſtate of corruption, with indwelling fin that darkens 
my mind, deadens my heart, diſorders my affections, and 
indiſpoſes me for ſpiritnal work? — How mall I ſtay be- 
hind thee, amidſt Satan's temptations and fiery darts, fly- 
ing thick about me? Muſt I abide in that place where that 
enemy hath his circuit, and ſtill rangeth about devouring 
many thouſands? Could I win away with Chriſt, I would 
be quite out cf the reach of his ſhot. Lord, either ſtay 
witn me, or take me up to thee, — Oh, muſt I ſtay behind 
thee amid(t the infectious defilements and enſnaring ex- 
amples of an nngodly world! When I open my eyes here, 
what will meet them but multitudes wallowing in pride, 
ſenſuality, covetouſueſe, ivjuſtice, malice, envy, drunken- 
nets, gluttony, uncleannels, contempt uf God and religi- 
on? Muyſt I ſtay to fee this horrible ſight, the whole world 
lying in wickedueſs! Mult I ftay to hear God daily dit- 
koncured by the tongues of the ungodly? Muſt I ſtay to 
ſce Chriſt lighted, wounded, and crucified afreſh by wic- 
ked men? O what danger will I be in of being infefted 
by their examples! But, Lord, if I cculd win au ay with 
thee, I would be quite ont of hazard, and out of fight of 
the wickednefs of the wartd.—How fthall I ſtay b£bind 
thee in ſuch an earthly tabernacle, to be burdened with 
bodily diſtreſſes, tickneis, pains, and manifold complaints; 
and amidſt innumerable loſſes, crofics, and Ciſappouintments 


from the creature? How lhall I ſtay to lee fuch melancho- 


ly diviſions, contentions, debates, and ſeparations, as fall 


out among rhe people ef God in Chiitt's abſence? Muſt I 


tay behind thee to ſuffer injuries, reproaches, cruel mock- 
1273, bad uſage, and perſecutions, . both from the tongues 
and hands of men? and ſometimes to be torn as with the 
reerh of will beaſts! Hence this world is called * a den of 
lions and mountain of leu pards,“ Cant. iv. 8. Oh, could 
I win away to heaven with Chriſt, I wonld fee no lion 
nor *2opard there. There is none to hurt or deſtroy in 
al! God's holy monntain above. 

Have I {een the King in his beauty, and nu? I be leſt 
behind him? Hath the communion table been like Mount 
Tabor, where he was trausfigured before my eyes, with 
Us countenance ſhiuing, and bis raiment white as light? 
And muſt I go down from the Mount again to a land oc 
dar kneſs, of drought, and of perplexing 4. ubts and fears, 
where | hall ſometimes go n.vurning without the fun ; 
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yea neither ſun nor ſtars appearing to me for many days? 
Malt I be put to walk without the light of God's coun- 
renance, and without the food of my foul, communian 
with my God? Aſter I have been lifted up, muſt I ay 
my accyunt with being caſt down again, perhaps into 
_ depths like thoſe of Aſaph, Plal. Ixxvii. or like thoſe of 
Heman, Plal. Ixxxviii. with fears of ſinking in them, and 
of falling ſhort of heaven for ever? Could I win awa 
with Chriſt, I would be at once delivered from all theſe 
fears. — Here my knowledge of God is ſwall, and oft oh- 
ſcured with darkneſs; my faith is weak, and oft in ha- 
2ard of being overcome with unbelief; here my love is 
cold, and oft like tu be chilled with froſt winds from Sa- 
tan and the world; my prayers oft are formal and wan- 
dering, my praiſes low and flat; here my beſt wiſtes are 
attended with many ſhortcomings and defects: But O if 
] could win to heaven with Chriſt, where grace and ba- 
tineſs are in perſection, I would praiſe him withcut wan- 
dering, and ſerve him without fin for ever! Here ſa 
till x Da to my nature, mixes itſelf with my ſervices, 
and defiles my beſt duties. Here I] ſtill carry about with 
me a deceiiſul and treachercus heart, whereby 1 am in ba- 
zarel of backlliding from God, and milcarrying for ever, 
ſhould I be left to it: But O were I with Chriſt, 1 would 
be free from all theſe anxious thoughts and fears, Lord, 
ſtay here with me, or take me up to thee. 

But thou fayeſt, It is expedient for me to ſtay behind 
for a time. Why, Lord? Muſt I ſtay that my een, 
graces, my faith, hope, and patience, may be tried an 
exerciſed here below, and thereby gradually ſtrengthened 
and ripened tor the perfect ſtate? Muſt I ſtay that I may 
de conformed to my head both in ſerving and fiffering ; 
and that thy u dom, power, and mercy, may be glorified 
in conduct ing and preferving me through all the ditfcuhies 
and dangers of this wildernefs? * Fhby will, Lord, be 
© done,” only leave me not alone ; but * for thy rame's 
© ſake lead me and guide me. - Or, is it thy ple-ſure to 
ſuſpend my heaven for a while, that I may promote thy 
glory on earth, be uſeful to the ſonls of others, and re- 
commend my dear Redeemer to thoſe who know him not, 
which is a work I cannot do in heaven? O fit me far it 
by thy grace, and fill me with zeal for thy glory. O let 
thy kingdom come upon earth, that the kingdom of glory 
may be haſtened. 

Thou 
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Thou fayeſt, it is expedient for thee to goaway. Why? 
Lord; muſt thou thy ſelf be thy people's turervnner to car- 
ry tidings to beaven of their complete redemption, ard of 
their coming after thee in their feveral generations? Muſt 
thou go ta open the paſſage and pave the way for acceſs 
to their perions and duties, and prepare roon.s and lod- 
gings for them again{t the time they come home ?— Muſt 
thou go away to be a public agent and inrerceflor for thy 
people under all their trials and 3ofhr. gs here below, and 
Ekewiſe to provide and furniſh a rich and gloricus com- 
m.union table fer them in thy Father's houte above? Lord, 
ſend thy Holy S|irit to fit and prepare me and many others 
for that bleſizd entertainment, —Lord, when thou ſaidſt, 
© It is expedient for you that I go away, thou Ccidſt add, 
for * if I go nat away, the Comforter will not come un- 
© to you!' Why! it was lo agreed in the council of the 
Trinity, that the ſendirg of tte Spirit in his plentitul ef- 
ſuſion, which was to be the purchale of Chriſt's death, 
ſhould be given in aniver to his irreecefſion, when he 
entered within the vail, hn xiv. 16. And the Spirit 
was to make ule of it as an argument tor convincing the 
world of the perfection and acceptableneſs of Chriſt's ſa- 
crifice, that Chriſt vw as now received and welcomed into 
heaven, Likewiſe the Spirit was to be given only upon 
Chriſt's aſcenſion to ſupply the went of his bodily preſence 
to the church, as being far better for ther, ſeeing Chriſt's 
bodily preſence could be in one place only at once, but the 
Spirit is in every place to animate and fut lite in ordi- 
nances. May the Church have this nuit of Chiilt”s af: 
ceniion {till wore and more. 

Lord, though thou halt gone away ſur neccilury ends, 
yet thy marriage contract with thy people, and the leve- 
rokens thou giveſt them in tie lactameut, are a ſure 
pledge of thy returning to pay them a comfortable viſit at 
laſt, according to that ſweet word, Ihn xiv. 2. © If I 
© go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, aud 
© receive you to myſelf, that where I ani; there you may 
© be alſo. O that I may be one ef rl.ofe to whom Chriſt's 
viſit at his ſecend coming will be joytal and comfortable. 
Let me examine myſelf before the ſacrament, if Ihave 
the marks of ſuch. Am I eſpuuſed to Chriftf Have I a 
high eſteem of the bridegroom : Have I ſubſcribed the 
marriage · contract and gone into Chriſt's terms? Do T 
heartily approve the Wlole contrivance of recempicn, 
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through the ſuretyſhip and righteouſneſs of Chriſt? Have 
I renounced my own righteoulneſs, my beloved ſins, and 
all Chriſt's enemies ?—Do I mourn for the injuries done 
ro Chriſt by myſelf and others, and rejoice when his inte- 
reſt and kingdom proſper in the world? Do I mourn for 
Chriſt's departure and the withdrawing of his Spirit from 
'ordinances, or from my own ſoul? Dol thirſt for more 
Holineſs in heart and life, and for greater conformity and 
likeneſs to the glorious bridegroom? Then I may-expect 
His viſit and return will be comfortable to me, and I may 
rejoice in the view and expectation of it, and anſwer 
Chriſt when he ſaith, Rev. xxii. 20. Surely I come quick- 
* ly. Amen, even ſo come Lord Jeſus.'—Is my forerun- 
ner now gone away ? Let me follow him as cloſely and 
fpeedily as I can; tet me follow him in the way of faith, 
in the way of obedience, in the way of ſuffering, in the 
way of patience, prayer, reſignation, deniedneſs te the 
world, heavenly- mindedneſs, &c. 


MEDITATION XXIII. 


From He,. ii. 19. 
Þ will betroth these unte me for ever. 


BIGAIL thought herſelf highly honoured, by David's 
| propoſing to match with her: But much more ho- 
nonred are we, apaſtate ſinners of Adam's family, by the 
eternal Son of God his propoſing to match with us, and 
courting us ſo earneſtly; when he neglefted angels that 
Jeemed to be a fitter match for him in reſpect of the ſupe- 
Tior dignity of their nature. Yet all theſe he would paſs 
'by, and match with worms!—O how amazing 1s this 
ep! that the heavenly bridegroom, whoſe kingdom is 
mighty, his riches infinite, and his beauty ſur paſſing: that 
ne thould chuſe a bride naturally pollated, deformed, un- 

comely, and black as hell! and that he ſhould feek her thro” 
a fea of blood, through the pains of death, the horrors of 
the grave, and torments of hell! And after many flights 
and refuſals, that he ſhonld follow her in her wandering 
zhrough the w ilderneſs of fin, with his charming invitati- 
ons, and alluring offers in the goſpel, preſenung her w ith 
the rings and bracelets of his precious promiſes and ſpirit's 


on- 
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conſolations; and all to win her heart and gain her conſen © 
to him !— How aſtoniſhing is it to ſee this glorious p er ſon 
coming over all objections from the blackneſs, guilt, po- 
verty, and unworthineſs of the bride, ſaying, though ſhe 
be black, I'll make her comely through my cumelinets put 
upon her! Though ſhe be mean, I 'il make ber noble! 
Though a flave, I' make her free! Though a foul, I'll 
make her wiſe! Though bankrupr, II pay all her debt! 
Come here law, juſtice, and all her creditors, here full ſa- 
tisſaction of all that is due to you, take it and write her 
diſcharge ! Now, © who can lay any thing to the charge of 
God's ele&,' Chriſt's bride : — Behold God diſplaying his 
free love here tothe utmuſt ! He never diſplayed his other 
attributes to the utmoſt, infinite wiſdom could have con- 
trived ten thouſand worlds more beautiful than this, and 
infinite power could have produced them. But here inf. 
nite love and mercy bath gone to the utmoſt; a greater 
demonſtration of his love Chriſt could not give, than by 
leaving heaven, aſſuming a body, and giving his life for 
the bride, nay wading through hell fcr her, and in face 
of all diſcouragements courting and betruthing her to him- 
ſelf for ever! ec 
After many meetings, treatics, and broken tryſts with 
ſome, the bridegroom is come again to court a bride, and 
has ſent his friends in his name to demand her conſent, ſays 
ing as they did to Rebekah, Gen. xxiv. 58. Wilt thou 
« go with this man?“ Poor woman, lad, Jaſs, wilt thon 
vield to this glorious Emmanuel; many former treaties 
tave been broken off by the devil, the world, unbelief, and 
an ill heart! Oh, will not the long fpoken of match Bold 
at length! NMinitters, the bridegruom's friends, are doing 
their beſt to draw on another meeting between parties. 


. Chriſt, I ſee, is content to hold another, and it may be the 


laſt iryſt he will ſet with many. To ſhew his earneſtneſs, 
be hath conveened his friends, angels, faints, and amba ſſa- 
dors, to witneſs the ſincerity of parties; he hath put on his 
ſcarlet robes, his garments dipt in blcod, to win ſinners 
hearts; he hath brought the marriage com tract, and ſpread 
it before them, faying, © What think ye of its articles 
© and terms? Are ye pleaſed with them? Are ye contend 
to break with fin and all my enemies; to renounce the 
world, ſeli-righteouſnels, and all other lovers? to fall in 
with the ſelt-denying way of ſalvation through a borrow = 
ed righteouſneſs ? to accept of me in all my Wow 
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© live wholly upon your luihand; borrow ail from him, and 3 
© be an eternal devror to hint? to make a ſurrender of 3 
your foul and budy to him, and {ſeal a covenant with aut 
him at his table? Are you retolved to be faithful to your b 2 
+. butband, cicave to him ll the days of your lite, and be | ſen! 
© oft louk: E ont for his le cond coming! And in the mean wit 
time to be oft commemorating his iviterings, conflicts, foo y 
© conquelils, and aichicven;ents, and for that end to be fre- 3 "S 
* quently lovkiig on his picture jn the lacrainent With a wot 
© believing, pennent, ard thankful beart? Now, what is wit 
your anfwer? Lay your hand to your heart,” 3 
Lord, unworthy as I an, I defire to go torward throngh ew 
all diene, impediments, and diſconragements, and lay the 
Wt Reverb, when cal! 80 to anſwer, © I will go with 1 5 
the man:“ Aud with Either,“ I will go in to the king :? f. 
Though I be not wortlry of him, yet he is worthy to be ſuit 
obeyed that calls me: Though he hath no need of me, dyi 
et I have great need of him: Though my diſtance be Ao 
great, te allows me to creep nearer to him: The :vgh I con- but 
not move of myleit, yet he is able to draw me, be my but 
clogs never lo great: Though my motion be ſmall, yet 1 gra 
will not turn back, but kcep my ſace towards him, and fix _ 
my eye on him. As a look hath brought healing, fo a F = 
look hath brought ſtrength; yea, though he ſhould ſeem — 
to frewn on me, and etide me away frum him, yet, like oe 
Jonah, I will lock again towards his holy remple :* be 
Though I bave no worthinefs in myſelf, yet ke hath wor- ( 
thineis enough for me: Though I be a black aud uncomely | fc 
bride, my glorious hlband can deauify me with his per- | tha 
fet comelnefs put epun we. Therefore I do, with all 1 
my heart, accept of him as my lord and hvſ>and : Lord, I vp 
make choice of rice, and alli that is thine; for richer, fer N 
poorer; for beiter, for worſe; for well, for woe; for pro- tue 
ſperity, for adverſity: I make cheice of thee for all times 10 
and conditions, to love, hongur, and ubey thee above all. * 
I renounce all other lords asd lovers, and will have none he 
but Chriſt: I renounce my own will, and take thy will FU 
for my law. I eſteem thy precepts concerning all things ſoy” 
to be right, and will hate every falſe way: I ſubmit to all | * 
thy providences and dealings with me, and am content | & 
to take up thy crols and follew thee, whitherſoever thou jane 
goelt: I take thy ſpirit for my guide, thy word for my 5 
rule, thy glory for iny ſcope, thy teſtimonies for my f 
Nn thy promiſes for my encouragement, thy ſab- yi 
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baths for my delight, thy people for my companions : 
Lord Jetus, I take thee for my life, holineſs for my way, 
and heaven for wy home.—And as I accept of thee, and 
all that is thine ; fo I give up mylelf to thee, and all that 
is mine, tout and body, with all my faculties and affections, 
ſenfes, and members, to be thy agents and infiruments; 
with all my enjoyments to be employed for thy uſe and 


ſervice. 


« I will go with the man,' though I ſee him all over 
wounded, mangled and bleeding, and his viſage marred 
with the wounds, ſtripes and blows which he got from 
men and devils. Nay, I ſee him even in this mangled 
condition, to be fairer than all the ſons of men, and all 
the ſons of God too; for I ſec him © wonnded for m 
* tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for my iniquities, that by his 
* {tripes I might be healed ;* I fee him a match every way 
ſuitable for me, that can ſupply alLmy needs: I am a poor 
dying wurm, but he is a living head that can make me 
live for ever: Iam a needy creature all made up of wants, 
but in him doth all manner of fulne ſs dwell : I want grace, 
but he hath all fujneſs of grace ſuitable for me: I want 
grace to believe, but he is the author of faith: I want 
grace to repent, but he is a Prince and Saviour exalted to 
give repentance : I want grace to pray, to hear, to com- 
municate, to mortiſy ſim, bear the croſs, reſiſt temptation, 
Fc, but my huſband hath all grace tv he ſftow, O let me 
be ſtrong in the grace that is in Coriſt Jeſus, 

O thar T had the true marks of thafe who are divorced 
from the law, and married to Chriſt as their huſband; 
that I could fay, I look upon all wy duings in point of 
acceptance with God as ©! rags; I live wholly and freely 
upon m huſband, and take al ] want from him for na- 
thing; I cluthe myſelf with his righteovineſs, and eſſay 
the performance of every duty in his ſtrength; I deſire to 
live entirely upon his coff.— I have a heart- love to my huf- 
band, and every thing that belongs to him, and a heart» 
hatred ta fin, and averſion to every thing that is injurious 
to him: I amdeſircus to pleaſe him in all things; and out 
of regard to his dying command, I go to his table to re- 
member his dying love. and renew my marriage vous: I 
delight in my huthand's company, and prels for communi» 
an with him in ail ordinances. His honour is always dear 

to me, and I am eaſy about my own honour ard intereſt 
ir reſpect of his; © let me decreaſe, but let bim gs 
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And in regard the devil reigns here, fin abonnds, error er- 
ard corruption prevail; I am well pleaſed with the thoughts _ 
of Chriſt's ſecond coming to pull down Satan's kingdom, Wu 
and to confummate the marriage with me, and all that are * 


eſpouſed to him, and fav, © Why tarry the wheels of his f a 
« chariot? Make haſte, my beloved; even ſo, come Lord ' 1 


8 Jeſus.“ O that all the world would love him, exalt him, * 

and jubmit to him. Many in different places admire him, 1 

and ſee matchleſs charms in him; bis name to them is as ata 
ointment poured forth, his garments ſmell of aloes, myrrh, 115 

and catſi1, tley have beheld his ſtately goings in the fanc- | : 

tuary: 0 that all the world might to admire him, and * 

ſab mit to bim allo. : - 

TEIN oo. oats, 1 pro IRR | Ver 
MEDITATION XXIV. 2 

From J. liii. 8. | Jet 

Fer the tranſerefions of my perple was he ftricherr. * 

? UR fins and tranſgreſſions are great and various, ang tba 
therefore our furety's ſults ings for them were heavy but 

> ard maniſold; he endured many wuunds, bruiſes, chal- 0 
tiſements, and ſtripes, which ſhould ſtil endear him the 4 lab 
more to us; * for he was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, dag 
1 © he was bruiled for dur iniquities; the chaſtiſement : | 
© of our peace was upem him, and witir his ſtripes we are 2 

© healed,” ver. 5, O who can think on that verie withone bre 
forrow, or ſpeak pf it withavt tears! He was weunded do 

and bruiſed to death, to ſave us from deadly wounds and vet 
bruiles: Ad when dying, he left us his por traiture, with | _ 

the ma: ks of his wounds, that we night look upon it ar Go 

his table, ard movrn for our fins whieh gave him thee” ww 
wounds. Oh, can I lee my dear Savicur all a ounded and ſin; 
mangled by my fins, and net be deeply affected for the for 
trant.refficons for which my deer Jelus was ſtricken ! tha 

| Stricken he was many ways, by mary hands, by many ] 
[ rods, by many {tripes: He was ſtricken dy the hand of an 
God, by tbe hand of men, by the hend of devil-; Stricken EF, 
by the rod of Mates, the rnd or juſtice, re red of the EN 
Jews, c. O how early was bc ftrickeu by the ill uſage in 

he met with from men, being thrutt ont, to be born in a wh 

faul (table, and laid in 4 manger; ard ſaon after was he {in 
firigken by the rod ot perſecution and baniſament, being on 
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made to flee his native country for ſafety from Herod, All 
this he ſuffered for us, becaule we deſerved to be deprived 
of all carthly accommodations and comforts, and to be 
baniſhed from God and heaven for ever. 

He was ſtricken by the rod of poverty, and pinching 
ſtraits. Though he was the King of the univerſe, and 
poſſeſſed ail the riches in it, yet“ for our fakes he became 
© pour, that we tirough his poverty might become rich,“ 
2 Cor. viii. 5. He was net born of a rich empreſs, bit of 
a poor virgin; not in his own houſe, but in another man's: 
He bad no heuſe nor foot of ground of his own to live or 
lodge in: Though the © foxes had boles, and the birds 


* nelits,” vet he that created them, © had not where to lay 


© his bead,” His diet was oft a locking, and commonly 
very mean, barley bread and ſmall fiſhes, He bad no mo- 
ney io pay his tax, but muſt borrow it from a fiſh of the 
fea. He travelled ſtül on foot, except once he rode to 
Jeruſalem to full] - prophecy; and then he had neither 
horie nor als of his own, but mvſt borruw another man's 
als. He had no ſine mounting, but the clothes of them 
that followed him: He had nou burial place of bis own, 
but was laid in another man's; and all this he ſubmitted 
to for dur ſakes. — He was alfo ſtricken by the rod of fore 
labour and toil, by working at a mechanic trade, until le 
was thirty years of age; therefore they ſaid, Mark vi. 2. 
© Is not this the carpenter ?*' Man baving cazen the forbid- 
den fruit was doamed to fore labuur, tt:at he ſhould eat his 
bread with the ſweat of his brow, Gen. iii. 19. and to this 
doom our ſurety ſubmitted for us. Man broke God's co- 
venant by eating of the tree, theretuie bis fnrety mult die 
on a tree. Man idolized a trec, and preferred its fruit 70 
God's favour, therefore his ſurety mult labour in cutting 
and hewing trees moſt of his time.—Man lived a life of 
ſinning, and therefore Chriſt mult live a lite of labour and 


ſorrow; he eve. became a man of ſorrows, Iſa. liii. 3. 


that we might obtain everlaſting jay aud contolation. 

He was ſtricken by meu's reproachtu] tongues, ſcoſſs, 
and mockeries, being called a glutton, winebibber, deceiv- 
er, Samaritan, blaijphemer, a devil, and one in compact 
with Beelzebub, the prince of devil. They derided him 
in all his offices; as a prophet, by bidding him prophel} 
who ſmote him; as a prie!t, bidding him fave himſelf, 
ſince he pretended to fave others; as a king, by putting 
on him a purple robe, a crown of thorns, and giving him 
a 
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which his whole weight muſt hang. — He was ſtricken with 
a burning heat and thirſt, which the wrath of God for ( 
our fins created in him, and dried him up like a potſherd : 
This made him cry out, I thirſt, yet no wine, no fountajn, 
no creature that he made muſt relieve him at this time.— Ev 
He was ſtricken by a ſpear thruſt into his fide to let out 
his heart-bleod, to be ſure that no life remained. Well, 
(ſaid our dying lamb) let my deareſt blood, my beart- 
blood, go for theſe loft ſinners, that their ſouls may live 
and ſing ſor ever. 
. He was ſtricken by the ungrateful behaviour of his own 
diſciples to him: By Judas his betraying and ſelling bim 
for a ſmall ſum, the price of a ſhve : By Peter's yg pie 
him, and ſwearing he knew him not, at the temptation o 
a poor damſe]: By all of them forſaking him, and leaving 


' SACRANENTAL MEDITATIONS. 


2 mock ſceptre. Yea, he endured the moſt cruel mockings, 
and that in the midft of his ſharpeſt ſufferings and foul a- 
gonies, when he cried ont on the bloody crols, Eli, Eli, &c. gro 
O, ſay they, this man calls for Elias, playing on the word 


Eli. It was not out of ignorance or miſtake they ſaid fo, as 
but out of malice and deriſion; for they underſtood rhe till 
Hebrew language well enough, and knew he called on God, | Nin 
and that Eli ſignified, my God. But, in their ſpite, they * 
would repreſent him as an idolater; and, when dying, "of 
that he prayed not to God, but to faints for help. — He L 
was ſtricken by the moſt open affronts and indignities from —_—_— 
men, by ſpitting in his face, condemning him to die for 3 
blaſphemy againſt God, and treaſon againſt Cæſar: By the 
preferring Barabbas, a murderer, before him, and poſting FEAT 
him between two thieves. Thus the King of Glory was er 
deſpiſed and rejected of man for us, Iſa. liii. 3. the 
He was ſtricken by rhe ſcourges of plaired cords on his me 
back, and with the thorns they drove into his head: That A 
thorny crown was deſigned for torture, as well as deriſion ; . 
for, if it had been only to mock him, a crown of ſtraw the 
would have ſerved the purpoſe as well as one of thorns. — 3 
He was (ſtricken by the pincers that pluckt the hair off his me! 
cheeks; and by the heavy eroſi-tree laid on his bleeding ing 
ſhoulders, which he muſt carry to Calvary. —He was ſtrick- * 
en with four big iron nails through his hands and feet, on 3 


anc 
him in the midſt of his enemies. Beſides all this, he was ext 
ſtricken in his ſoul, by the terrible glittering ſword of juſ- 1 al 


tice, by the curſes of the law, by deſer tion from God, 
by the vials of his wrath ꝑcured out on him, which made 


fearful 
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fearful bruiſes, deep wounds, and wide gaſhes in his ſoul. 
— Oh, our dear ſurety was ſtricken till he fell to the 
gromd; was overwhelmed with wrath, and covered 
With blood. With theſe ſtrokes our mighty Redeemer 
was thrown down, and broken with breach upon breach, 
till all the fea billows of divine vengeance went over 
him. Oh, never was there any ſorrow like my dear 
Saviour's ſurrow, which he ſuffered when ſtricken for my 
fins ! 

Lord, I am aſhamed of the hardneſs and nnconcerned- 
neſs of my heart at this moving ſpedtacle! Ol, did the 
dead earth tremble, the hard rocks rend, the graves open, 
the heavens turn black at the fight of a dying Jeſus, ſtrick- 
eu by the {word of juſtice? And ſhall nut my rocky heart 
tremble and quake, rend and meit for my fins, that were 
the cauſe of it ? Shall rhe hiſtory of Joſeph in the pit move 
me more than that of Chriſt upon the croſs? Shall the 
news of rhe tragical death of a friend, or the ſufferings of 
an acquaintance among the Turks, move me more than 
the death and ſuſferings of the innocent ſun of God on my 
account? Alas, my heart of ſtone will neither break ror 
melt, till Curitt turn and look on me as he did on backilid- 
ing Peter. Lord, one look from thee can tura © the rock 
* inta ſtaoding water,” and the flint into a fountain of 
* water.* One blink of the Sun of Riglteoutnels can melt 
the moſt ſrozen and icy heart in the World. 

O how lovely is my ftricken and bleeding Jeſus! Even 
when bleeding and mangled by my ſius, I ſce him to be 
* white and ruddy, and the chiefeft among ten thouſand.” 
Every wound and ſtroke he got doth ſtili beautity him the 
more to me, and make my ſoul to cry, O my loving and 
lzvely Jeſus; O how can I fee him ſubſtituting himſelf in 
my room, and making himſelf the but of the envenomed 
arrows of juſtice, and not be raviſhed with: his love to me, 
and with the warmeſt affection to him! And at the ſame 
time filled with ſorrow for my fins, which brought on all 
his ſtrokes and wonnds! Oh my (ins were the tizorns that 
pierced his head, the nails which pierced his hands, and the 
{pear that pierced his heart. My fins preſſed him down, 
and made him ſweat blaod in the garden. My foul being 
exceeding ſinful, made his ſoul exceeding ſorrow ſul. May 
I always hate Gn, and ſorrow for it. 


H ME DI. 


86 SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS, 


: c 
MEDITATION XXV. 1 
; 4 « 
Frum Cal. ii. 20. . 
I live by the faith of the Son of God, wha loved me, aud | all 


3 LL an 

gave himſ*!{ for me. 0 

HOW deſirable an attainment is the exerciſe of tte w 

faith upon the great Saviour jeſus Chriſt, with an an 
appropriating pe: ſuation, or ſpecial application to a man olf 
himſelf, fo as to fay, * I believe aud admire his love to the th: 
© elect in general, and to me in particular; I truſt him or 
© with my foul, and my eternal ſalvation; I embrace him, NY 
and put my whole confidence in him, who loved me, the 
« and gave himſelf for me!“ Surely this is the faith, tbat for 
every one that deſires to obey that great commandment, 0 
1 John iii. 23. ſhould aim at, and preis for, as a thing f mi 
the laſt moment and conſequence: O Lord, I believe, F »* 1 
* help thou my unbeliet.” be 
Lord, I will not reſt in a general belief avd perſuaſion mi 
of the mercy of God in Chriſt, and cf Chriſt's ability and | FI 
willingneſs to fave all that come unto him; but I will ap- YI 
ply his blood and righteouſneſs to myſelf in particular, and EY 
reſt on him as one that loved me, and gave himlelt for © vi. 
© me.” This appropriating faith is neceflary to my juſti- Ih 
fication; for every juſtified perſon applies Cbriſt's righ- X1\ 
teouſneſs to himſelf, ſaying, as in Iſa. xlv. 24. Sure ly, 2 ( 
* in the Lord have I righteouſneſs.” As the Church in | 
geueral calls him * the Lord our Righteouſneſs; ſo I, in Cnc 
particular, call him the Lord my Righteouſneſs. I make rec 
it my daily practice to wrap up my naked ſoul in this Par 
robe, and live by faith upon it. I make perſonal and par- F off, 
ticular application of the remedy to my ſoul's maladies, lar 
and draw virtue from it.— This particular appropriation Lir 
in the actiugs of faith, is moſt heedful for clearing up 2 T2 
believer's evidences, and for füling the ſoul with joy and hel 
peace in believing; for overcoming the fears of death, 2 2 
and giving comfort at a dyivg hour. And particularly, © 
it contributes greatly to the fonl's comfortable approach i. 
to the holy table of the Lord, when it can ſay, I receive me 
© a crucified Chriſt as my Saviour; I go. to him as one not 
« who loved me, aud gave himſelf for we;” I rake the of ( 
© ſymbols, and feed vpun bis body as broken for me, and — 


1 on is a 
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Iſa. x!v. 22.—Xxl|vi. 12.— lv. 1. 
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on his blood as ſhed for me; and I accept of theſe as 
an earceſt and pledge of my living and feaſting with my 
© Sayiour for ever.” 

A crucified Chriſt, with all his purchaſe, is offered to 
all the hearers of the gofpel: For Chriſt in the world, 
and by his miniſters in the goſpel - offer, ſpeaks to all and 
every one of them: yea, ſpeaks to every inner, man and 
woman in particular, as though he called them by name 
and ſirname. And every man is bound to take the call and 
offer home to himſelf, as if he were ſo named, and believe 
that Chriſt ſtands at his door and knocks, ſay ing, If you, 
or any man will open to me, I will come in.“ The pro- 
* mile is to you, and to all that are afar oft;' even to all 
the ends of the earth, and to the ſtout-hearted; to all the 
ſons of men, to every creature, to them that have no mo- 
ney, to the poor, maimed, blind, naked, wretched, and 
milerable, and to whoſoever will come, * To you is the 
* word of this ſalvation ſent.“ Chriſt doth befeech you to 
be reconciled, and to beware of coming ſhort of the pro- 
mile, by unbelief; ſuch a promiſe as that, Whoſoever 
* believeth in the Son ſhall not periſh, but have eternal 
life: And that, Him that cometh to me, I will in 
© No Wiſe caſt out: Beſides many others; John iii. 15.— 
vi. 27. Rev. vi. 17, 18, 20.—XxXxit. 17. Prov. viii. 4. 
Mark xvi. 15. Luke 
xiv. 21, 22, 23. Acts ii. 39.—iii. 26.—Xxili. 26, 47. 
2 Cor. v. 20. Heb. iv. 1. 

Now, ſeeing the goſpel call and offer is given to every 
one, faith which is the echo of the goipel call, muſt needs 
receive an offered Chriſt, and ſalvation through him, with 
particular application to the ſonl that believes. As Chriſt 
offers himſelf, and his purchaſe, to every foul in particu- 
lar; fo faith appropriates Chritt to the ſoul itfelf in particu- 
lur. And indeed, the life and ſwertneſs of faith lies in 


dis appropriation and applicatory aQ, when the ſoul is 


helped ro ſay with Thomas, Thou art my Lord, and 
* my God;' and with the ſpouſe, © My beloved is mine, 
and I am his; and with David, Thou art my rock, 
© and the God of my faliation.'—Unbeiief would tempt 
me to put away the goſpel offer from me, ſaying, it doth 
not belong to. me, I am nut elected, nor deſigned to ſhare 
of Chriſt's purchaſe : he did not love me, nor die for me. 
— But in regard ſecret things Selung to God, my falyation 
is at the ſtake, my need of 3 is unſpeakable, * 

1 2 the 
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the offer is made to me; I have no time to loſe in diſput- 
ing with the devil and unbelief, but I will go to Chriſt on 
the ground I have. Ile tells me he came, to fave ſin- 
ners, Iam ſure that is my name; he loved enemies, 


that is my name; he received giſts for the rebellious, that 


is my name; and now [I hear the maſter calling and invit- 
ing me in particular: Therefore, in ſpite of the devil and 
unbelief, and all my guilt, I Il go forward, and accept ef 
Chriſt as“ my Saviouf and my King; I' truſt tim with 
my ſalvation, and believe © he loved me, and gave him» 
* ſelf for me,' vile and guilty as I am. This eſſay to be- 
lie ve, Lord, I make in thy ſtrength, and in obedience 10 


thy command: But, oh! my mintsare weak and ſeckleſs! 


it is only the ſpirit enlightening my mind, and opening up 
the goſpel-call and promiſe to me, ſay ing, To yon is the 
* word of this ſalvation ſent;' that determines me to wake 
particular application of thy love «ffer, by an acceptable 
appropriating faith: Let my help come from thee. 

O Lord, my lins are great and numerous; but, ould I 
add to them this lin of refuſing the remedy, and putting a- 
way Chrilt's love and blood offered to we in the goljel, 
This would be greater than all the reſt ; for ſo I wou!d 
bring not only iny on blood, but the guilt of the blood of 
Cad upon my head. This I dare not do: now my foul is 
at the ſtake, now the remedy is in my offer, my need of 
n is great, cannot delay cloſing with it, yet a little while 
aud wy opportunity is gone, and I muſt change my dwel- 
lig fox ever; and how can I go any where without my 
Saviour? Chrilt I muſt have tov teach me, to juſtify ard 
lanctiſy me, none elle ean do it, on him all my kelp is laid, 
How thall I go 10 a communion table without him? How 
will I go to death without bin? How will I go to a judges» 
ment feat without him? Lord, my cale is deſperate with - 
out thee; wherefore 1 accept of thy offer, I believe ily 
love, I truſt in thy merits, I apply thy blocd, 1 apprc- 
- priate thy purchaſe, and cry, My Lord, and my God. 
Tconfide in a Gn perdoning God, an4 reſt on his promilte 
to me, through Chriſt's blood and merits, for tite and {1:- 
vation. Aud though clouds arile, and he mould threat 


even to flay me, yet I will traſt in him, as one * that 


© loved me, and gave himſelf four me.” 

Otject. But doth not the calling tuners to ſuch appra - 
priating acts of faith, encourage the preſumptuous cor fi- 
dence of hypocrites to call God their God, like 8 

; Numb. 


* 
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Numb. xxii. 18. and to continue in fin? A . No; theſe 
goſpel calls do encourage finners to love Cod, to repent 
and leave their ſins; for till we believe, and taſte ſome- 
thing of God's love to ns, we cannot love him, ror turn 
to him, 1 John iv. 19. We love him, becauſe he firſt 
© loved us.“ And the abuſe or preſumption of hypocrites 
mult not hinder the publiſhing of free goſpel offers and 
promiſes. ä 

Again, the appropriating faith of believers humbles the 
creature, de{troys ſelt- confidence, purifies the heart, draws 
forth the foul in love to God, and hatred to in: Whereas 
the preſumption of hypocrites have no ſuch effects. 

It is the duty then of every man, that bath Chrilt's love 
offers teadered to him, to repent and believe the golpel, 
to fee his loſt ſtate in Adam, and his need of Chriſt, to be 
well plealed with rhis goſpe! device, receive Chriſt in all 
bis cfices, to truſt in him as his Saviour, and thereupon 
believe that his ſins are forgiven through Chriſt's blood; 
and fo perivade and aiſure himſelf that Chriſt is his, that 
he died for him, and that he ſhall have life and ſalvation 
through him. This perſuaſton and aſſurance being moſt 
neceſſary to the ſpiritual life, it is the great duty of every 
one to prels forward in the acts of faith, until they attain 
it, faith being ſtill weak ard lame without it. But ſeeing 
many believers have it not always, through prevailing 
doubts andunbelief, jt muſt ſurely belong more to the per- 
fection of faith, than to the eſſence of it: Their caſe i« 
like that of a ſhipwrecked man that had got hold of 4 
Flank, he believes the plank is ſuſhcient to bear him up, 
and keep him from tinking, but the blowing form. and 
his own weakneſs, make him doub: if his grip be faſt e- 
nough to hold by it —[ndeed, Lord, if thou didit not take 
faſter grips of me than I do of thee, my weak and flipper 
fingered faith, would foon let thee go; but I truſt not in 
my faith, but in tby faithfulneſs; I rruft not in my promil- 
es to thee, but in thine to me; that thuu wilt never leave 
me, nor forſake me. Lord, do as then beſt faid; be it to 


me according to thy yore. 
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MEDITATION XXVI. 


From 1 Ju iv. 19. 
We love him, becauſe he firſt laved ev. 


O reaſon can be given why God loved any of Adam”; 
race, but only becanſe he loved ns: But good rea- 
ſons can be given why we love God, both becauſe he t 
infinitely lovely in himſelf, and becauſe he firſt loved us, 
and before we had any thoughts of love to him. O what 
is our love, but a ſmall ſtream that flow s from and returns 
again to the ocean of his love! God's love to us is the 
ſource, the incentive, the motive, and moral cauſe of or 
love to him. We can never love God, until fome rays cf 
Lis everlaſting love break out tous; for conſcience of guiir, 
and fears of wrath, do rather incline us to hate him, and 
flee from him as an enemy, than ro love bim, and draw 
near to him: But the breaking out of the beams uf God's 
antient and preventing love to us in Jefus Chriſt, males 
way for breaking the enmity ct our hearts, and bringing 
in the heavenly fire of love to kim. The ſerious confider::- 
tion of God's eternal free love to us poor, wretched, and 
unlovely creatures, and his loving us at ſuch a rate, as to 
ſeek and court our love at the expence of his Son's blood, 
is the moſt powerſul motive in the world to engage and 
draw out our love to him; and the more we have of the 
faith or feelings of this love, the warner fill will our love 
to him be. God's redeeming love diſplayed to men deth 


obſcure all the ſec ming glories of this world, as n.uch a5 


the meridian ſun doth dartken candles or ſwaller fires; aid 
toon convinces us that there is nothing chat deterves cur 
a K cCtions but God and Chrift. No man that ever tafledihe 
tweetneſy of God's love, but finds bis heart warmed w ith 


Tove to kim again, A ſorgiven foul cannot read his par- 


don but with tears of love and joy, and ſtill there is moch 
love where much is fer given. We love him, becaule he 


$rft loved es. 


Lord, at thy call, I go to thy table to admire and give 
marks for God's preventing love vented to man in the 
councils of peace. he covenant of regem tion, in the in- 
car nation, the deatb, the blood, and riphtcouſneſs of our 
6 Redeemer, O amazing love! Tadmire it in the an- 
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tiquity of it: God's love is from all eternity ; his though ty 
were long ſet upon man before he hid a beirg. I acniire 
the freenets aud uindefervednels of this love; there was 
nothing in man to engage his love; he faw nothing in him 
but poverty, debt, impotency, and defermity; yea, man 
was io far trom delervirg any love from God, that he de- 
ſerved all hatred, as being luthlome ard full of en wiry; 
laing razed cut the image of God, and got Satan's ſet vp 
in its rcom! Let, even then, God loved him ſo, as to 
give his deareſt beloved Son to die fur Lim, O, did God 
love man when utterly unn ortl; y of his lave! and fall 
not we love God, who in finitely ceferves all our atfetion, 
as being in himſelf entirely amiable, and altogether lo e- 
ly; and Ekenite as aftecticnate to us, as he is lovely in 
himfelf! Lord Jeſus, I admire the firength and arden- 
cy of thy love! Many waters of atflicti-n did not quench 
it, and the flocds of wrath that wert over thee could not 
drown it! Strong was that love that made thee engage, 
and cartied thee throogh 1 in fuifering the pains both of the 
fiat and lecund death in our ftead! Oh, I am aſhamed ard 
acted for my little love to thee !—1 marvel at the con- 
ttancy and ſledfaſtneſs of thy love, that it continues frm to 
thy pec;le from everlaſting to everlaſting; and that it is 
never altered by all the unkind returns, piovocations, and 
ingratiudethou mn ecteſt with from 1h tes Bas ade i the 
fruits and effects of thy love! O how great! how ſweet! 
3 numerous! Who can value or fer them forth : Such 
* quenching the tire of * ſtice, dilarming the law of its 
"3s cvries, bi viſung the ſerrent's head, pay ing believers s Cc br, 
? obtaining for item regeneralle n, vardon of lin, peace 
with Go d, peace u ith conſcience, jcace With angels, a- 
© toptien into God's family, J Alification, farQification, 0 
© the graces uf the Spirit, audience of prayer, grow th i 
grace, comfort in affliction, a blefing on all Rb 
„ perfeverance in holineſs, tle miniiiry of angcls, victory 
4 
c 


over Ceath, a happy reſurrection, acquitiance at the tri» 
bunal, the beatific viſion, ard cverlaſting life!“ Who can 
declue the loving kindne's of the Lord? Who can utter 
his mighty acts? Who can ſhew forth all his praiſe ? I may 
ſcorer fathom the depth of the fea, the breadth of the earth, 
or the height of heaven, than meaſure the love of God! in 
Chri(t, for it paſſeth knowledge! 
O, how little do we love him, that loved us firſt, and 
loved us at fuch a rate! Nay, how unthankful are we fall 
O 
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all the inſtances and fruits ut his matchle(s love! How un- 
kind are the returns we make to him for it! © Be aftoniſh- 
«ed Oye heavens at this, and be horribly afraid' at the 
ingratitude of men! How little du we bink on redeem» 


ing love, and upon the x ropitiation provided by Gud for 


our (ins! How little do we (peak of this love, or recom- 
mend it ta thoſe who know it not! How do the tmall 
trifles, and little nothings of this world, get more room 
in our hearts, thay Chriit's glorious purchale! How little 
pains are we at to ſecure an intereſt in the bleſſed fruits of 
his ode! How unwilling are we to go into tle terms of 
redeeming love, to renounce a covenant of works, lelt- 
righteoutnels, darling fins, beloved idols, &c. How averle 
are we to renounce the world, deny ſelf, and to be debt- 
ors wholly to free grace! How inclinable are we to ſa- 
tisſy conſcience after commiſſion of fin, by our own doings, 
confeſſions, mournivgs, reſolutions, &c. without going to 
the propitiation provided by the love of God! How great 
is the liking we have to fin that killed the Lamb of Gad! 
Huw can we tay, we love Gad that loved us firſt, when 
we hugg his enemy in our boſom! © O that my head were 
© waters, and my eyes a fountain of tears,' that I might 
weep and mourn day and night for the ungrateful requitals 
of the fons of men for the preventing love of God in 
Chriſt, and the amazing inſtances of it! 

O that I could ſay on good ground, and from the bot- 
tom of my heart, I love him that firſt loved me. Surely 
a ſincere love to God and Chriſt would be a ſure evidence 
of God's eternal love to me! O that I had the marks of 
this love, and could ſay, My meditations of him are 
* fweet:? I place my happinels in his favour, and the com- 
fart of all ordinances in his prefence: I rejoice in the 
flouriſhing of his kingdom, and abhor every thing that is 
injurious to him: I eſteem Chriſt the Mediator, and gift 
of God, as moſt previous, with every thing that belungs 
to him: I fall heartily in with the device of redeeming 
love for ſaving ſinners, and ſtudy the life of faith on the 
Son of God. I renounce my own righteouſneſs and 
ſtrength, and deſire always to ſay, © In the Lord Jeſus 
have I my righteonineſs and ſtrength.” Were this the 
language of my heart, I might appeal ro himſelf, and ſay, 
© Thon that knoweſt all things, knoweſt that I love thee,” 
and deſire to render thee love for love. 

It would be a great ſhame fer believers, if they did 
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not love him that firſt loved them, when they were ene- 
mies to him! Surely they cannot be believers without Love 
to him. O for greater and warmer love to him that fi: it 
loved us! Love is the great qualification of the ſaints a- 
bove ; the more love we have, the liker heaven we are, 
and the meeter to dwell in it. Were it poſſible there 
could be a man in heaven without love, he would reckon 
the place a hell, and the work a torment to him. It is 
love that makes a ſpiritual and heavenly work delightful ; 
hence love is ſaid to be the fulfilling of the law. If the 
love of God be in the heart, the law of God is there allo, 
and the ſcul is inclined to all holy obedience, O may the 
love of God in Chriſt conſtrain me to live to him that died 
for me. Have I ſeen the aſtoniſhing love of God in part- 
ing with his dear Son to ſave me? O let that love con- 
{train me to part with all my ſins and idols for him. 
Have I ſeen the dear Son's amazing love in bleeding to 
death on the curſed tree, to ſave me from lying in hell for 
ever? O let me never again wittingly walk in the road 
that leads to it.— Have I teen him ſtruggling iu an agony 
to open heaven's gates for me? O let me never turn my 
back on heaven, and tell him thereby he miglit have ſaved 
his labour. O let his bc:undlets love warm my heart more 
and more with love to him! May the charms of bis lore 
triumph over all the charms of ſin's pleaſures and Satan's 
devices, and kindle ſuch a fire of love in my heart, ag 
will burn. up all my Juſts like ſtubble. Amen, 


MEDITATION XXVII. 


From /. xx i. 5. 
They that ſow in tears, all ren in jay. 
e HE ſowing time f God's people is a!! here, but their 


reaping time is but partly here, aud far more fully 
Jereatter. Here they iow very much in tears; there is 
need fur it: This ſecd time is ite nivit promiling of any. 
Men love a ory leed time, but God loves wet {ced times 
beſt; à wet ſowing time doth promiſe a harveſt of joy, 
whereas a dry one purtends a harveſt of forruw. © Wo 
* to them that laugh row, they ſhall weep.” If men do 
not begiu with tears, they {hall end with them; if they 
weep 
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weep not now, they ſhall weep and wail, and gnafſh their 
teeth hereafter. - Godly weeping is a good fign of ſpirit- 
ual life. If a child, when born, was heard to cry, it is reck- 
oned a legal proof of its living; but if not, it is accounted 
ſtill-born or dead. Alas, the number” of ſtill-born cliil- 
dren in the Church is great! few are heard cry or ſeen 
weep, in a godly fort, if compared with thoſe who do not. 
There be many who pour out tears on worldly occaſions, 
but few on ſpiritual accounts. If a child die, we can 
mourn and weep over him, but who mourns for Chriſt as 
for an only ſun? Who weeps for fin that pierced him? 
Oh, how little are we affected with the {ulfcrings of our 
dear Redeemer! Our ears are ſo accuſtomed to the hearing 
of Chriit's love, his agonies, his wounds, his blood, his 
death, that they are become words of a common found, 
and make little impreſſion on us, though they be the moſt 
awful and mov ing things that ever the world beard of..— 
Thou, Lord, art preſent at ſacraments, thou obſcrveſt dur 
rears, and comeſt with thy bottle to receive and prefcrve 
them; but, oh, how empty 1s it of tears, for the moſt 
part, of goſpel hearers! and how few are the tears which 
are dropt in it by communicants themleives! 

Lord, I am athamed of the hardneſs and unccncernedneſs 


of my heart, and the woful dryneſs of my eyes? Shall the 


rocks about Jernſslem rend ſocner at Chritt's ſufferings 


than my rocky heart ? Shall others weep and fow in tears, 


when Chriit's wounds and oloor are fer before them, ard 
I continue ſtupid and hardened ? Snall the biſtor y ob Joſeph 
in the pit move my heart more than that ct Chriſt upon tie 
croſs? Lord, lock upon my ftony heart with pity, look 
it into ſtreams of penitential rears; gire me ſuch a look as 
thun gaveit Peter when he denied thee; a look that may 


cauſe ine weep, an} weep bitterly at the remenibrarice of 
my fins that pierced thee. If I hive not openly denicd 


my Saviour, {orely I bave ame ſully firgut him, and ſor- 
ken him in ny heart : I have hid a deep band in all his 
lufferinys. When my dear Lord was in the garden ſweat- 
ing Wood, neither Jew nor Gentile, Judas nor Pilate, 
were there to cauſe it ; but oh my unbelief, my pride, my 
carnality, mvy-byp. crity, my finfel words and actions were 
there, avd with their weight preſſed him to the ground, 


"and brought that fearful] agony and ſweat upon him. My 


d iſſimulation was the traitor 's kiſe, my ambition the tbor Hy 
crow, my drinbiog op iniquity like water, the portion of 
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gall and vinegar; my want of tears cauſed him ſhed both 


tears and blood ; my forfaking God made him to be ſorſa- 
ken of God ; my ſoul's being exeeedingly guilty made his 
fon] exceeding heavy! Oh, what means then the hardneſs 
of my heart, and dryneſs of my eyes, when tlicſe thin 

are ſet before me! Is it thet weeping is deſigned fur me 
hereafter, where tears ſhall never be dried up? Lord, fave 
me, ſor Chrilt's fake, from hell's rears, and give grace to 


| prevent them by ſowing tears now in the proper ſcaſon. 


So long as I am in the valley of tears, there are many 
reaſons tor ſowing the ſeed of tears, I ſee many grounds 
for them, may a glance of thembe a means of melting my 
heart, and filling my eyes with tears.— Tears for my wo- 
ful apoſtacy trom God in Adam, whereby I am baniſhed 
from God, have loft his image and countenance, and am 
ſallen under his wrath and curſe.— Tears for the woful 
corruption of my nature, my enmity againſt God, ard the 
manifold plagues of my heart, as atheiſm, ignorance, pride, 
unbelief, hardneſs, hypocriſy, formality, &c.— Tears for 
the ſins of my life, open and fecrer, of omiſſion and 
commiſſion, of light and ignorance, which are more in 
number than the hairs of my head, and many of them very 
heinous becauſe of ſeveral aggravations; of all which I 
may have an affecting view, by reading dur Larger Ca- 
techiſm upon the ten commandments. Tears upon the re- 
membrance of Chriſt's love, in ſuffering ard dying in my 
room, to wath away my ſins and ſave me from hell. Sure ly the 
thoughts of this love may inflame the coldeſt breaſt, melt the 
kardeſt heart, and make the drieſt conſtitution run down with 
tears. It was this that made Mary Magdalen's eyes guſh 
out fo plentifully with tears of love and joy, as were 
enough to wath her Saviour's feet.— Tears tor the abule of 
God's fatherly goodneſs, mercy, and patience towards me, 
a ſinful hell deſerving creature. This confideration, meh- 
ed the Prodigal's heart, and made him cry, Father, I 
have ſiancd againſt heaven, and in thy fight, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy ſon.“ David's undeſerved 
kindneſs made even a hard hearted Saul to lift up his voice 
and weep, and will not God's kindneſs, which is infinitely 
greater and freer, make me drop ſome ſilent tears at his 
holy table ?—Tears, becauſe of the frowns of my heaven- 
ly Father, the tokens of his difplcature, his chaſtiſements, 
and even his chidings, and ſhaking the rod at me: Theſe 
wil melt the heart uf a child whole nature is kindly and 

: | ingenuous, 
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ingenuous, while the ſtubborn will ſtand it againſt many 
ſtrokes. David, though a man of the greateſt valour a- 

ainſt his enemies, yet, when he ſaw God was angry with 
him in Abſalom's rebellion, he wept like a child before 
the enemy while going up Olivet, 2 Sam. xv. 30. and 
ſeemed to have no courage at all, —Again, I ought ro ſow 
in tears for the diſhonours done to God by the fins of o- 
thers, and eſpecially when damnable hereſies and blaſphe- 
mies are vented againſt God. And likewiſe tears for the 
miſeries and perithing condition of others. And eſpecially 
tears of ſympathy with God's people in atfliftion. For I 


read of Chriit bimſelf, David, Hezekiah, ſoſiah, Jeremiah, - 


and other ſaints fowing ſuch tears. Well then may this 
world be called a valley of tears. 

Beſides all theſe, it is well plealing ro God when Chrit- 
tians ſow tears of rendernets in renewing covenant with 
him, in prayer, in hearing the word, in communicating 
and commemorating the death and ſufferings of Chriſt fur 
their fins. This lait is a ſpecial feſhun for ſowing tears, 
according to Zech. xii. 10. O ſhall Chriſtians be more 
ſparing of their tears for Chriſt, than Chriſt was of his 
blood for them? We cry out agiinſt the Jews and Ro- 
mans as hard hearted men for piercing Chritt, and being 
unconcerned at his ſufferings. But what folter are our 
hearts, if we can fee huw our fins put him to death, and 
not be grie ved nor weep ? Lord, fend thy ſpirit to touch 
my heart, and then it will melt into a ſtream of tears tor 
fin, that „ ſed thing that butchered ths Lamb of God. 
O let this be. my weeping time, and fced time of tears, 
that hereaſter I may reap in joy. Alas, my leed time is 
ſcrimp and ialigniticant, O let not my harvelt be propor- 
tioned to it.— Lord, though I have not tears enough with 
Mary to waſh thy feet, yet thou haſt blood enough to waſh 
my feet, my heart, my hands, my tears, and all my du- 
ties, and to make me and them acceptable and ſav oury to 
God, ſo that I. may reap in joy With his people above, and 
ſtand there as a monument of free grace ſor ever. 

Many after ſowing the precious ſced of tears at com- 
munion ſeaſons, have even had their reaping times here 
below, as an earneſt and firlt fruits of the full harveſt a- 
bove. Lord, make me acquainted both with the ſowin 
and reaping of penitent believers in this world, that I may 
have good hope, through grace, of ſharing with them in 
the haryeſt of glory hereaſter, even the full enjoyment of 

| God 
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God in heaven, eternal communion with the glorions Tri- 
nity, with tbe ſaints and holy angels. Let me know what 
it is, after a ſeed time of tears, to reap even in ordinances 
here below, the clearing of my evidences of grace, and the 
evidences of my intereſt io Chriſt, and in the well ordered 
covenant. Let me reap the lifting up of the light of thy 
countenance upon me, which will put more joy in my heart 
than worldlings have when they reap corn and wine in the 
greateſt plenty. Let me ſee my name written in heaven 
before I go thither, that my paſſage may be joyful in the 
midſt of tears.—Let me reap even here new ſupplies of 
grace, ſtrength to bear croſſes, and reſiſt temptations; give 


me gracious returns of prayer, and victory over my cor - 


ruptions, that I may ſing with the Plalmiſt, Pſal. cxxxviii. 
3. © In the day when I cried thou anſweredſt me; and 
« ſtrengthenedſt me with ſtrength in my ſoul.” 


o-——S 


MEDITATION XXVIII. 


From Kev. i. 5. 


Unto him that loved us, and waſbed us from our ſins iu 
his un blood. 


HE love of Chriſt in becoming man, and ſheddin 

his blood to ranſom and ſave ſinners of — 
will be the eternal ſong of the redeemed above, and why 
ould they not begin this ſong here below! Never was 
there ſuch matter for ſongs of praiſe as the unfathomable 
love of Jeſus. His name is love; and therefore it is 
to me as ointment poured forth. I'll remember his love 
more than wine. His nature is love, his words and ac- 
tions were love, he preached and practiſed love; he lived 
in love, was ſick of love, and died for love. O what 
thoughts ſhould I have of this free and undeſerved love of 


the glorious Son of God, who was intreated by no man, 


and even hated of all men; yet in his free love intreats 
and undertakes for man, ſaying, Though he be my enemy, 


1T'll be both his ſurety and ſacrifice, III drink the cup of 


wrath, be made fin and a curſe for him. I 'Il pour out all 
my blood and die for him.—O how ſhall I ſpeak of this 
aſtoniſhing loye to thy Ry! To have ſpared our lives 


had 
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had been great mercy, but to give thy life for ours is love 
unſpeakable !— Oh! Lord, theu haſt found me in my en- 
mity, and loved me! When my hand was lifted up againſt 
thee, thy arms were open tv embrace! Nay, thou haſt 
opened thy loving heart to ſhelter rebels who trode thee 
under foot! Thy heart burned with love to them who 
cruelly pierced it! Thy bowels yearned towards thoſe 
that raked in them with bloody hands! Surely eternity it- 
{elf will be ſhort enough to celebrate the praiſes of our 
glorious Emmanuel, who loved us, and waſhed us from 
our fins in his own blood. Worthy is our flain bleeding 
Lamb of eternal Hallelujahs from men and angels. Lord, 
fir my heart for theſe new ſongs. | 
O never was there ſuch a miracle of condeſcending love 
to the ſons of men, as this of the eternal Son of God, his 
becoming man to ſuffer hell for them, and pour out his 
blood to waſh them from ſin that kindles hell fire againſt 
them. Glory to the Lamb for his fire-quenching blood, 
and for his preventing love that kept me from feeling of 
this fire! O how would this love have affeRted me, if juſ- 
tice had ſent me to hell, and kept me there one year, or 
one month, or but one day! Surely, one day in hell would 
Have made me prize and praiſe redeeming love ard re- 
deeming blood at another 1ate than now I do,—Or had 1 
ſeen the damned in their miſery, deſpairing and without 
hope! Or had I ſeen my agonizing Saviour in the garden 
ſweating blood for me; or ſeen him dying on the croſs, 
Pouring it out at five big wounds to the very laſt drop, to 
waſh away fin! O would not I then have valued the great 
remedy and ſalvation he now tenders to ine !—And is not 
all this which I now hear in the word, and ſee repreſent- 
ed in the ſacrament, as true, as real, and certain, as if I 
had ſeen it with my eyes? | 
And now when I go to behold Chriſt dying and bleed- 
ing in this holy repreſentation, even the Lamb of God 
facrificed and ſlaughtered for my fins; Lord, touch my 
heart that it may be ſuitably affected with the fight, fo as 
intenſely to love my bleſſed Saviour, and to hate my curſed 
— how mould I, at this occaſion be covered with 
me and loathe myſelf, who have both procured the 
death of Chriſt by fin, and ſinned againſt his death, by 
fighting his blood and neglecting his great ſalvation.— 
Oh! I am chargeable both with the guilt of Chriſt's 
blood, and of murdering my own foul. —O 3 
eliver 
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* deliver me from blood guiltineſs, O God, thou God of 
* my falvation.” | 

My fins have indeed ſhed the blood of Chriſt, but Lord, 
impute not the gait, but the merit of this blood to me.—- 
Lord, what profit is there in my blood? Surely the fea!: 
drop of thy dear Son's blood is of more value than a ſea or 
mine. A Whole ſea of it cannot waſh away one ſin, bur, 
Lord, thou calleſt me to look into the Lamb's blood that 
taketh away the ſins of a world. — Oh, is not this blood 
more powerful to waſh me, than my fins are to defile me ? 
Is not its virtue as freſh till as when it dropped from his 
wounds on the tree, or in the day when it cleanſed 20co 
at once“? Is not thy Son's blood a ſufficient ſatisfaction for 
all Ry fins, a full price for my redemption ?=O my foul, 
thou art now near the bleſſed remedy for thy guiit and 
pollution; this is the only well of falyation, and fountain 
of life ! O can'ft thou ſee Chriſt's blood running, and not 
deſire to be bathed in it! Now the cleanſing and healing 
ſtreams run on both ſides of the table; now let me apply 
and live, let me bring all my ſores and plagues to the 
ſtreams, my blind eyes, my deaf ears, my weak hands, 
my feeble knees, my hard heart, my cold affections, my 
unb2lieving and doubting mind, my leprous and unclean 
ſoul. Lord, this blood has waſhed away the plague» 
ſpors, and ſtains of many thouſands, who are now praifing 
the Lamb for it: Oh, let me be joined to the number, 
that I may alſo ſing to bim that loved and waſhed me. 

O bleeding Lamb, if thou wilt, thou can'ſt make me 
clean: O let that blood which guſhed from thy heart 


and ſide, but drop on my ſoul, and it will cleanſe me from 
all ſin.— Aud when thou art pleaſed to come to me in the 
ſacrament in ſtreams of blood, O raife me up, that I may 
meet thee with ſtreams of tears, tears of repentance, love, 


and gratitude. O let me not be more ſparing of my tears 
for Chrilt, than he was of his blood for me. David's kind- 
neſs made even a hard hearted Saul lift up his voice and 
weep, and will not Chriſt's kindneſs, which is infinitely 
greater, make me drop at leaſt ſome filent tears? 

O how dreadful a thing mult it be to reje& this reme- 
dy! Surely juſtice will net ſpare them that trample under 
foot the blood of the Son of God : If juſtice was inexora- 
ble when he bimſelf prayed, * if it be poſſible, let this cup 
© paſs;' how will he ſpare me, or hear the cry of thoſe 
who reject his blood and rw ? How is it poſſible that 
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the cup of wrath can paſs from them who do it? No, they 
muſt drink it for ever themſelves! Lord fave me from re- 
jecting this blood. I believe, Lord, help my unbelief.” 


——— .. IJ 


MEDITATION XXIX. 


From Luke xv. 18, 19. 


Father, I have ſinned againſt Heaven, and before thee, 
and am n more worthy to be called thy fon. 


ATHER: Ah, I may be aſhamed to call thee. fo, 
conſidering what a diſobedient and unthankful 

child I have been, I am a moſt wretehed prodigal, I 
left thy hovſe and preſence and went into a far coun- 
try; far from thee, my bliſs and happineſs. But now, 
Father, behold me deſiring to come back as a poor 
penitent, mourning, and returning prodigal. I come 
frem a far country indeed, I come from the land of 
fin and darkneſs; I come from the frontiers of hell, from 
tlie very borders of the burning lake! Ab, fooliſh creature 
that I am, How have I forſaken thee the ſountain of liv- 
ing waters! How fond bave F been of broken ciſterns, 
and in love with filthy puddles! O the baſeneſs, the dit- 
nanny, the ingratitude that I have been guilty of. I 
have reſiſted thy power, deſpiſed thy wiſdom, undervalued 
thy goodneſs! Father of mercies, I now ſee what an evil 
thing and bitter it is to forſake the Lord. Holy Lerd le- 
ſus, J now ſee what indignities I have done againſt thee ! 
Thy blefſed body was dreadfully torn with nails upon the 
eroſs, and thy precious blood inhumanly ſpilt by thy cru- 
cifiers! But oh! have not I uccafioned more grief and 
ſorrow to thee by my manifold {ins againſt light and love ? 
They crucified thee but once, but I have crucified thee day 
after day! They cruciticd thee becauſe they knew thee nat; 
bur I have known thee what thou art in thyſelf, the Lord 
of glory, and what thou art to me, a tender and wercifut 
father; yet I have continued to crucify thee afreſh.— © 
Holy Spirit, I have reſiſted thy ſtrivings, quenched thy 
motions, demoliſhed thy work, and put thee away griev- 
ed. But, Lord, I condemn my folly, and ſee my miſery. 
Ob, what have I gained by offending thee ? nothing but 
ſhame 
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ſha me and conful 01, fear, trembling, and herror! O what 
fruit bad I in thoſe things whereof 1 am now aſhawed! 
But, -Father, I have heard of thy compaſſions to the 
guilty when they confeſs, and forſake, and turn to thee: 
Wherefore though I am aſhamed like the publican to lift 
up my eyes to heaven, yet let me with humble Magda- 
len come behind thee weeping, and waſh thy feet with 
my tears, and kiſs them. And let me hear the news of 
pardon from thy mouth. Thou cameſt, Lord, not to call 
the righteous, but ſinners to repentance ; and of theſe Iam 
chief. Lord, I am full of diſeaſes, full of wounds, full of 
plagne ſores, full of weakneſs and infirmiries, full of fins 


and pollutions. Here, Lord, is work for thy ſtrong hand, 


work for thy wonder-working blood: O ſtretch out thy 
hand and ſave.— Father, Iam no more worthy to be called 
© thy ſon, make me as one of thy hired ſervants; and 


thou knoweſt no hire, no wages will ſatisfy me but thy- 


ſelf; Lord, give me thyſelf, be thou my exceeding great 
reward. 

Lord, I am fo vile a creature, that I may fear to come 
and preſent a petition to thee upon the knee, and far more 
to come and fit down with thee at thy holy table: If 
John Baptiſt, a ſaint of the firſt magnitude, thought him- 
{elf nut worthy to ſtoop down and looſe the latehet of thy 
fines, ſhall I, who am laden with fins, adventure to that 
holy feaſt, where angels wait as miniſtring ſpirits? But, 
Lord, in thy compaſſion receive me, that cemeth not to 
excule, but to accuſe myſelf, with eyes caſt down, ſmiting 
on my breaſt with the publican, © Lord, be merciful to m- 
© a ſinner.“ Thou didit graciouſly accept of the publican's 
prayer, of Mary Magdalen's tears, the faith of the thief 
on the croſs, the repentance of Peter, and of thofe that 
crucified thee. By theſe inſtances of thy mercy, I am en- 
couraged to draw near to tlice: O fend me not away 
empty, leſt I faint by the way; but ſatisfy my needy ibu! 
with the food of thy heavenly banquet, that I may receive 
ſpiritual ſtrength and nouriſhment to eternal liſe, 

Lord, hear my cry, and hide not thy face from me ; 
When Manaſſeh cried to thee, thon hadſt reſpect to bi; 
prayer: When the Ninevites humbled themſelves before 
ther, thou waſt intreated ; yea, thou inviteſt the moſt 
crimſon and ſcarlet-coloured ſinners, to come and reaion 
with thee, and aſſures them, thou wilt caſt out none that 
come.—Many thoufands, who haye experienced the ruth 
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of thy word, are, at this hour, ſinging thy praiſes, and 
exalting thy free grace. Lord, do thou make me alſo a 
monument of thy free grace to all eternity. 

Ah, I may be aſhamed to ſpeak of mercy and grace, 
who have ſo long abuſed thy grace, and trampled on the 
blood that ſhould fave me. O that I could mourn and 
weep all my life for it. Oh, what ſhall I do with my 
ſtony heart that will not break and melt for abuſing God's 
mercy, and trampling Chriſt's blood! Oh, hall I mourn 
and weep for a dead corpſe, or departed friend, and not 
mourn for a dead heart, or for God's departing from ine! 
Shall the dear Son of God weep, ſweat, and bleed for us, 
and we not weep for ourſelves, or for our fins, that pier- 
ced his head with thorns, his hands with nails, and his 
tide with a ſpear, and his heart with ſorrows, Lord Je» 
jus, I look to thee for a penitent heart, ſeeing thou telleſt 
me, thou art exalted for this very end, to give repentance 
to Iſrael. 

© Lord, what is man that thon art mindful of him ?? 
and what am I, the unworthieſt of men, that thou ſhouldſt 
call me to fit with thy children at thy table, who am un- 
worthy as a dog to creep under it; yea, calleſt me to cat 
the bread of angels, who am not wurthy to eat the bread 
of men?—Amazing love! that God ſhould court thole to 
obedience, whom he can peremptorily command to it; 
and, in cafe of diſobedience, puniſh inſtantly in bell; rhat 
he ſhould take poor flaves, condemned to the priſon of 
hell, and make them crowned kings in heaven; that he 
Mould not only be willing to dwell in fleſn, but alſo to give 
ns this fleſh for our food; that he ſhould not only ſave us 
from hell, but even leave his throne in heaven, and Joſe 
lis life on earth, to enthrone us in his kingdom! Thele 
are prodigics of love, which ſtwuld engage us to love our 
- Saviour, and mourn for fin while we live.— Lord Jeſue, 

pity a ROS. returning prodigal; take him home, and 
make him thy fervant for ever. It is higbly juſt, that I 
Mould offer np myſelf a living facrifice to my Redeemer, 
who offercd up himſelf a dying facrifice for my redemp- 
tion. : 
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MEDITATION XXX. 


From Song i. 4. 
We will remenaber thy love. 


Go, bleſſed Jeſus, at thy call, to remember thy love at 

thy holy table; thy words have an awful lound in 
my ears, Do this in remembrance of me.“ I lee much 
in them; in obedience to them I'll do this in remembrance 
of thy dwelling in fleſh; in memory of thy love thaf car- 
ried thee to the manger, to the garden and to the crols for 
me; in memory of the infinite price of thy blood which 
thou didſt ſhef; in memory cf the victory obtained by it 
over the enemies of my foul; in memury of the deliver- 
ance from wrath, and the immortal glory thou haſt pur» 
chaſed by it for me: Though thou didſt die and lie in the 
grave, yet thy love ſhall ever live in my heart. Glory to 
thee, thou art now alive in heaven; O come and live 
with me; let never thy love be one mement out of my 
view. TI blets thee for this laſting memorial of thy love. 


T look on this ſacrament as no real or proper lacrifice,. 


as many do, bur only as a repreſentaticn or commemora- 
tion of the real ficrifice Chriſt offered on the eroſs. I do 


no more at the Lord's table, than what Chriſt did at it: 


Since he offered no ſacrifice at the table, neither do 1: 
He only did commemorate that facrifice he was going to of- 


fer, and the ſame, and no more do I. If any ſhould fay 


that Chriſt offered a real ſacrifice, u hen he infſtituted tis 
ſacrament, then the oblation on the croſs would have been 
{iiperflngus, becauſe ſinnets would have been redeemed by 
that of the ſupper which went before, 

Now is the time for a folemn ccmmemoration of thy 
love: Cin, thall I be unmindful of thy love at tLis ſeaſt, 
when thou waſt ſo mindful of me at it, made thy teſta- 
ment, put me in it, and left me precious legacies to cauſe 
me remember thee ; ſuch as, life and light, parden ard 
peacey righteouſneſs and ſtrength, grace and glory.— O 
low heroic, how geverous and free, is thy love to ſinſul 
worms! We had done nothing to oblige thee ; nothin 
ſaweſt thou in us to engage thy love to us; but much did! 


thou fee in us to incenſe thee againſt us. When we | 


were without ſtrength, ungodly ſingers, and enemies 
| thon 
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thou lovedſt ns, and diedtt for us. Greater love bath 
© no man than this, to lay duwn his life for his 

* friends ;” but far greater love hath God- man, who laid 
down his life for his enemies! O what ſhall 1 think of 
thislove! It had been wonderful love in an angel to have 
ſtooped to be united to a Jump of earth, and therein ſuf- 
fered for us, though it cuuld not have paid our debt. 
But, O my ſoul, kere is one more valuable than all the 
angels in heaven, that has ſtooped to do it! The Word 
© was made fleſh and dwelt among us! When I was like 
Iſaac bound on the ahar, he freely offered bimſelf to be 
made a ſacrifice to ſatisfy juſtice for me; Father, ſaid be, 
* lo, I come, to dv thy will I take delight ” 

Remember this love, O my ſoul, the Son of God is be- 
come the fon of man for thee, that thou mighteſt be raiſed 
to the dignity of a ſon of God! He that was infinitely 
rich, for my ſake became poor, that I, a poor naked 
creature, might become rich and well clothed. How can 
I look on the incarnation and birth of my Redeemer, and 
not remember his love with wonder! Can I behold the 
manger his bed, and not adore the love that brought him 
to lie in it? O how low were the cirenmſlances of the 
heir of heaven, when he came to ſojourn on earth, who 
had neither a houſe to live in, nor an eſtate to live upon, 
but muſt be ſubſiſted by the ho ſpitality of others, and fre · 
quently his fare was very mean! Amazing prodigy of di- 
vine love! God ſtoops to dwell in fleſh, and gives us his 
fleſh to feed upon in the ſacrament! He not only pardons 
our fins, and faves us from hell; but leaves his throne in 
heaven, lofes his life on earth, and wades through hell to 
enthrone Bs in his kingdom, and make us crowned kings 
for ever.— Bleſſed be the Lord that gives me a communi- 
on- ſabbath to remember this love! What ſhall I render to 
thee for it? A day of glad tidings! Thou haſt often, on 
ſuch a day, viſited the earth and watered it, and made it 
rich with thy ſhowers: May thy grace and ſpirit drop on 
us this day, like rain on the mown grals. TOY 

Lord, I am not worthy to touch the threſhold of thy 
houſe, and yet thou calleſt me to thy table! Not worthy 
to ſtand among thy ſervants, and yet thou wouldſt have 
me {it with my Redeemer! Not worthy to lie at thy 
faotitoul, and yet thou wouldſt make my heart thy throne ! 
Not worthy to eat the bread of men, and yet thou calleſt 
me to eat the bread of angels! O love worthy to be re- 
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membered to all generations! Lord enlighten my eyes, 
and give me a clearer view of thy jove, than ever I got; 
and white I am muſing on it, let the fire burn; O make 
my heart burn within me with love to him that loved us. 

O my ſou}, conſider the , <0; of Chriſt's love in 
the cup he drank for thee! How le gible is it in his tears 
and prayers, his groans and cri-s, his agony and ſwear, 
his wounds and blood, and all for us? O let this matchleſs 
love beget in me the warmeſt love and affection to him 
that loved ns!—O let the fire of Chriſt's love burn up my 
luſts and worldly love like ſtubble ; and remove the cold- 
neſs of my heart to him! Oh, that I could weep bitterly 
that I cannot bring this vile heart of mine to love the 
Lord Jeſus more! Oh, ſhall I throw away my affections 
npon every worthleſs object, and yet have none for the 
lovelieſt object of the whole creation of God; and yet one 
that would needs die for me, to become my ranſom, fa- 
crifice, and atonement? Is it the character of thoſe who 
are Chriſt's ſpouſe? Is it the character of the whole army 
of martyrs, and of every believer, to love Chriſt, and 
mall not I love him too: — Oh, the virgins love thee, the 
upright love thee ; and every one of them cry, © O thou 
hom my foul loveth ;* and ſhall not I join theſe chaſte 
lovers? Or ſhall I be expoſed to the terrible fate of t hoſe 
who want love to Chriſt? r Cor. xvi. 22. If any man 
love not the Lord Jefus Chriſt, let him be Anathema, 
© Maranatha.— O that I could expreſs my love to him in 
adorations and praiſes, in defiring his preſence, loving his 
members, promoting his kingdom on earth, and longing: 
to be with him for ever. | 


MEDITATION XXXI. 
From Ju. liii. 5. 
Ile was wounded ſor eur tranſereſſions. 


OW amazing is the love of God to fallen man, in 
raking x body to be pierced and wounded for him! 

Man did caſt off the image of his Maker, and became a 
rebel and run- away from God: Ard, behold, his Maker 
takes on him man's image, to reſtore him again to favour : 
Yea, he aſſumes our nature, when at the loweſt, that ſo 


he might ſigh, groan, grieve, weep, ſurrow, ſweat, 
0 bleed, 
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bleed, and die for undone man; and he did this, to raiſe 
him from his miſerable ftate, to a happier condition than 
he was in before his fall. Had not God become man, we 
could not have enjoyed him ſo nearly, ſo familiarly as we 
may do now. The enjoyment of God as a Redeemer, a 
huſband, a brother, is another manner of enjoyment of 
him than of God as a Creator. Though we ruined our- 
ſelves, and fell under wrath, yet God, by the incarnation 
has recovered us, and made us up far abot e all we had to 
loſe. But, ere this be done, he mult not only be man, 
but he muſt be wounded for and by man's fins; yea, woun- 
ed to death, and crucified, before man could be raiſed up 
to live with Cad. | 
Many, yea innumerable, were the wounds my God Re- 
deemer received for me; as by the thorns that pricked 
his head, by the pincers that plucked his hair, by the 
ſcourge that tore and furrowed his back ; beſides the five 
big wounds made in his hands and feet by the four nails, 
and in his ſide by the ſpear; and the many wounds given 
his ſoul by the curſes of the law. Now all theſe wounds 
are opened as fo many mouths to call us to flee into them 
for ſafety from the ſword of juſtice. —Now theſe wounds 
were nuſpeakably painful, being envenomed by our fins, 
Crucifying, in itſelf, was an exceeding painful death; the 
four big nails whereon the body hung, pierced the moſt 
ſinewy and nervous parts of the body, and conſequently 
moſt ſenſible of pain: And hence rhe Romans expreſſed 
torment by a word borrowed from the croſs; and make 
cruciate ſignify to torment. Thus was our innocent Sa- 
viour wounded on the croſs, cruciate or tormented, and 
all ro ſave us from eternal ror ments | 
Aſtoniſhing ſight! The eternal Son of God whom all 
the angels worſhip, wounded to death, hung by nails on 
a croſs, tortured and racked for feveral hours, and, in 
the mean time, loaded with reproach and ſcorn trom thoſe 
he died for ! Never ſuch a ſight as this! it ſtruck terror in 
the whole creation. The ſun hid its face, and could not 
behold ir, the vail of the temple rent in twain, the earth 
qua ed, the rocks rent, the dead were moved, and their 
graves opened: And even his enemies were (truck with 
amazement, and made to ſhrink, and ſay, Truly this 
© was a righteous perſon ; this was the fon of God.“ O 
my foul, employ all thy faculties, all thy thoughts, to ſtu- 
dy, pore, and penetrate into this awful ſubject, it deſerves 
the 
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the profoundeſt regard and cloſeſt attention: Hence the 
great apoſtle determined to ſtudy and know nothing but it. 
This amazing tragedy ought to create ia me the greateſt 
abhorrence of kn, the cauſe of it. Never can ſin appear 
more exceeding ſinſul, and hateful, than in the wounding 


and crucifying of the Son of God. Our tranſgreſſions were 


the nails and ſpear that wounded his facred body, and the 
ſword that pierced his ſoul. Theſe were the Judas that 
betrayed him, the ſoldiers that bound him, blindfulded, and 
mocked him, the Pilate that condemned him, the execu- 
tioners that nailed him to the curſed tree : It was our fins 
that put the {word in his enemies's hands, He became a 
curſe fcr us. All the derifiun, mockery, and contempt 
all the pain, ſuffering, and ſorrow he endured, did proceed 
from our fias ; theſe brought him to the croſs, and to the 
| my 4 us then turn our hatred, and diſcharge our 

erceſt indignation againſt our fins, let them be our aver- 
ſion and dread for ever; let me always look on (in, that 
crucified Chriſt, with horror and trembling. Never ſuch 
an inſtance of the ſtrictueſs and ſeverity of God's juſtice, 


and of his abhorrence of fin as here! He would not ſpare 


his dear Son, when he ſtood in the room of ſinners, nor 
ſpare him one ſtripe or wound, when he cried ; but let 
him bleed and die, till fin was fully atoned for! Can I fee 
this and not cry, O curſed fin! murderer of the Son of God; 
away with it, away with it; crucify it, crucify it. | 
O my ſou], ſee the evil of fin in the glais of Chriſt's 
wounds and ſufferings in his body and foul! Say, O ſin, 
what haſt tbou done! Thou haſt provoked the God of hea- 
ven to fiery indignation! Thou haſt culled the Prince of 
life, turned angels intodevils, filled the earth with troubles, 
and hell with precious fouls! If any body had killed my 
father, would I embrace the murderer, or love the dagger 
that was beſmeared with his blood? But what are all my 
relations to * my Lord, my love that was crucified!” O 
that my eyes were fountains of tears, that I might weep 
day and night for my ſins that flew my Saviour! Oh, ſto- 
ny heart, for ſhame, become now like wax, and be melt- 
ed in the midſtof my bowels! Woe's me, that Ican grieve 
no more fer my fins. Let me at leaſt revenge my Saviour's 

death upon my fins, and ſuffer them no] ngertolive in me. 
How dreadful muſt the guilt of thoſe be who willingly 
harbour fin, and delight in the murder of the Lord! It is 
no leſs than to kiſs the nails, or bug the ſpear that * 
in. 
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him. They make that their joy which made Chriſt a man of 
ſorrow ! They make light of that which made his ſoul bea- 
vy unto death. Oh, bavel ſeen my Savioyr bleedingto death 
by ſin, and ſhall I live any longer in fin that wounded him? 
When a temptation to fin is preſented, ſhall I ever diſpute 
any more, whether Chriſt or Barabbas ſhall be preferred! 
My luſts denied, or my Lord crucifted ? Whether theſe fins 
Mall be forſaken by me, that made Chi iſt to be forſaken of 
God? Whether that ſhall be ſweet to me, that was fo bit- 
ter and deadly to him? Oh, was my lovely Jeſus a man of 
forrows all his life, and ſometimes made to ſay, My foul 
© is exceeding farrowſul ;* and ſhall not I be ſorry for, and 
abhor thoſe fins that cauſed all bis forrows ? 

O may the believing view of Chriſt's wounds and ſuf- 
ferings which he endured for my ſins, and to ſave me 
from that wrath which they deſerved, kindle the fire of 
love in my ſoul to Chriſt. — Lord, thou art the God that was 
wont to anſwer thy people by fire; O pity me, and an- 
ſwer my meditations and prayers, by kindling the holy 
fire of love in my heart, and let that fire put out the im- 

re fire of my luſts and corruptions, and inſpire me with 
holy zeal and activity in thy ſervice. O did Chriſt freely 
give himſelf to be a ſin-offering for me; and ſhall not I 
give myſelf a thank - offering to him? Surely it is highly 
reaſonable that I ſhould offer up myſelf a living ſacrifice to 
my Redeemer, whooffered up himſelf a dying ſacrifice for 
my recemption. 


- — — — 
MEDITATION XXXCIII. 


From John vi. 51. 


Jan the living bread that came down frem heaven : If any 
man eat of this bread, he ſhall live for ever. 


HRIST crucified is our manna, or heavenly bread 
that preſerves the life of rhe ſoul, and it is only by 

faith it muſt be received and eaten. Bread is a compre- 
henſive word, including all things neceſſary for this life; 
ſo Chriſt, aur ſpiritual bread, is a moſt comprehenſive 
bleſſing, including all we want, ſeeing © he is made of 
© God to us, wiſtow, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and 
'© redemption.'—Again, bread is the moſt neceſſary thing 
for our life, and the want of it brings the greateſt miſe- 
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ry; ſo Chriſt is the moſt neceſſa ry bleſſing to the foul, and 
the want of him makes a-man miſerable in time, and thro* 
eternity, It is a greater miſery to have no Saviour for 
the ſoul, than to have no bread for the body. Chriſt a- 
lone is the bread that preſerves us from ſoul famine, and 
nouriſheth us to eternal liſe; he is the bread of life, the 
living bread. * Lord, give us evermore this bread.” 

Bread is called the ſtaff and ſtay of man's life; fo Chriſt 
is the ſtaff and ſtay of our ſpiritual life, he upholds our 
ſouls in life. He is the ſtaff that faint and weary ſouls 
mult lean to, in going op through this wilderneſs: Yea, 
Chriſt our living bread is a ſtaff to defend us, and to beat 
off our enemies, and to put all the helliſh hoſt to flight. 
That was a ſtrange dream of one of the Midianites, 
Judg. vii. 13. © Behold a cake of barley bread came tum- 
* bling into the hoſt of Midian, and ſmote a tent.“ Strange! 
a piece of bread to overturn a tent! Behold this dream 
made good in the ſacrament. The bread there which re- 
preſents Chriſt, when received with faith upon him, will 
tumble into the hoſt of Satan and his luſts, theſe Midian- 
ites who vex us with their wiles, ſtrike down their rents, 
and put them all ro flighr. 

Chriſt is the bread that came down from heaven, of 
which the Iſraelites's manua, that God ſent miraculouſly 
from heaven, was an eminent type. That manna was 
God's free giſt to the murmuriog and rebellious Iſraelites, 
to preſerve them from ltarving in the delerts, where bread 
could not be had: This manna was a curious grain, that 
made fine bread, with which God furniſhed them plenti- 

fully every morning from the clouds, lufficient to ſatisfy 
600,000 men. But Chriſt, our ſpiritual manna, doth far 
excel theirs, though he was reſembled by theirs in ſome 
things. Manna was firſt griaded and beaten, and baken 
in ovens, befure it was made bread to them; and fo the 
grain which makes our ordinary bread muſt be threſhed and 
grinded betwixt two milſtones, and baken by the force of 
fire, before we eat it : So Chriſt, the antitype, was threſh- 
ed and bruiſed, and prinded betwixt the milſtones of di- 
vine juſtice and — — and alſo roaſted by the fire of 
wrath, that he might be fir bread for ſaving the lives of 
our ſouls; and all this we ſhould call to mind, when we 
ſee and make ule of the bread in the holy ſupper. | 

The liraclites's manna came down to them with the dew 
ſo Chriſt, with the _—_— of his purchaſe, comes 1o us 
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by the dews and influences of the Holy Spirit. — Their man- 
na fell round about their tents, and every man was free 
to gather it; fo every man is at freedom to gather our 
heavenly manna.— The Iſraelites behoved to go out of their 
rents to gather theirs; fo God will have us to go forth, 
and be at pains to get our ſpiritual ſood. God, who rain- 
ed manna about their tents, could have rained it into their 
mouths ; but he loves not to encourage floth in his people, 
but would have them at all pains to make ſure of Chriſt 
for their portion. As the Iitaclites gathered daily, ſo ue 
muſt be daily going to Chriſt, and making, uſe of him, 
As they gathered early in the moruivg, ſo God would have 
us ſeeking after Chriſt in the morning of our livcs. 

O bow far doth our heavenly manna excel that of the 
Iſraelites! Theirs but fed the body, and could not preſerve 
them from death at lait ; but our manra fceds the foul, 
and nouriſhes to eternal life, and preſerves all that eat cf 
it from eternal death.—Theirs feil not on the ſabbath. 
day; nor durſt they go to ſeek it on that day; but curs 
falls every day, and double on the ſabbath; and therefore 
God calls us to double our diligence, in gathering it on 
the ſabbath.— Their manna continued only in the wil- 
derneſs, and ceaſed when they came to Canaan ; but ours 
continueth for ever, and our fulleſt enjoyment of it is in 
the heavenly Canaan ; and therefore all true Iſraelites long 
to be there. 

O how lamentable is their folly, who ſpend all their time 
and thoughts in ſeeking bread to the ir bedies, and are carelets 
and indifferent about the bread of life totheir fouls! Alltheir 
care is to ſupport the clay houſe, but let the foul ſtarve that 
anhabits it. Oh, it is but ſhort time they can enjoy the bread 
they are ſoconcerned for: the bodies they mind fo much muſt 
be meat for worms, and the ſoul they neglect a prey to devils ! 

Bur, whatever others do, may | be wile to provide the 
living bread for my ſou}, and learn to eat it, and make 
uſe of it by faith, and eſpecially when I go to the Lord's 
table; fur without faith we can get no nuuriſhment, no 
life, nor ſtrength from this heavenly bread : Faith is the 
mouth that eats the bread of life, and ſucks Loney out of 
the rock. Now, the Spirit of God calls faith or believing, 
an eating, becauſe by it we ralle the ſweetnels and exce]- 
lency of Chriſt, ard have great ſatisfaction in partaking of 
Chriſt and his benefits. As by eating, our bodies increaſe 


in ſtrength and ſtature, ſo by believing our ſculs grow 
| | in 
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in grace and ſpiritual ſtrength, to run in God's ways. — As 
by cating, the bread incorporates and becomes one with 
us; ſo by our receiving and applying Chriſt's broken body 
by faith, he is made one with us, and we one with him. 
As by eating bread, men live upon it, and get ſupport and 
{trength for working or journeying ; fo believers by look- 
ing to, and trufting wholly in the righteouſnels of Chriſt, 
and the merit of his blood, they feed and receive ſpiritual 
nouriſhment, and firepgth for their work and warfare, 
aud ſo make a progreſs in their journey to Canaan. 

O that I had a ſpiritual hunger and ſharp appetite for this 
breadof life, and were deſiring and longing for it, for theſup- 
port and nourithment of my toul, more than a hungry man 
doth for bread to his body. A hungry man periſhing tor want 
of bread, ulld prefer a piece of bread before many bags of 


gold, if both were ſet before him, and he allowed to make 


his choice; fo the awakened foul that ſees his need of Chrüt, 

refers him to a whole world; give him never ſo much of 
the world's comforts, he is ſtil] diſſatisfied without Chriſt, 
and ſays, What will all theſe things avail me, if my ſtarv- 
ivg ſou! periſh without Chriſt the bread of life ? 

I have many arguments to plead with God for this bread ; 
Lord, do not thy free calls and promiſes bind thee to give 
me it? Thou haſt ſaid, The needy ſhall not be forgat- 
ten. — Is not Chriſt, the bread from heaven, the free giſt 
of God to periſhing fouls? And doſt thou not invite thole 


to come and eat of it that have no money or price to give 


for it ? — Lord, thou hadit compaſſion upon the bodies of 
men when they had no bread to eat, and didſt provide 
bread tor 5000 of them by a miracle; and halt thou not 
as much compaſſion to ſtarving fouls that are far more pre- 
cious ? Lord, thou giveſt natural affect ions to earthly pa- 
rents, and makeſt them pititulto their children, when they 
cry for Lread, fo that they cannot ſhut up their bowels a- 
gainſt them when hungry, nor will they give them a ſtone 
inſtead of bread : And will my heavenly Father, who tz - 
inſinitely more compaſſionate than the moſt tender parents, 
refuſe the bread of life to ſlarving fouls who cry earneſtly 
for it? Lord, I truſt in thy metey, and depend on thy 
promiſe, I believe thou wilt not kt a poor hungry beg- 
gar ſtarve and fall down at thy door, when there is bread 
enougi in thy houſe, and to ſpare. O cauſe me to ſing 
with the Pſalmiſt, Pal. xiii. 5. But I have truſted in 
* thy mercy, my heart ſhall rejoice iu thy ſalvation.” 
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J K 3 


FROM VARIOUS 


SCRIPTURE TEXTS. 


ADVICE I. 
From Cen. vii. 1. 
Cone thou aud all thy houſe into the ark. 


A God in his mercy called Noab to come into the ark 
prepared for him and his houſehold, to ſave him 
from drowning in the great deluge, fo God, by the goſ- 
pel, calls you, O man, to come into the ark, © Chriſt cruciti- 
cd, which he hath provided for periſhing Gamers, to ſave 
them from the deluge of wrath that is coming. God hath 
long forewarned you of it ; nay, the flood is beginning to 
iſe, it is time for thee to flee to this ark; believe it, there 
is no other way for — The ark of thy prayers, 
or of thy tears, canvictions, or reformations, will not fave 
thee from it; nothing will do it but the ark Chriſt. 

As all who were out of Noah's ark per iſhed in the flood, 
fo will all per iſn who are out of Chriſt.— Thoſe of the old 
world, who only came near to the ark, or touched the 
oulide of ir, they periſhed if they did not enter into it; ſo 
in like manner will thoſe periſh, who only come near 
Chriſt by an outward profeſiton, and are nut found in him 
by a true faith. | 

As the ark gave a good account of all that entered into 
it, not one of them was Joſt in the flood ; fo will Chriſt 

ive a good account at the laſt day of all that fly to him 
C faith: None ſhall plack them out of his hand, nog one 
of them ſhall periſh in the deluge of wrath ; Chriſt will 
preſent them all ſafe to his Father, © Behold here am I, 
and the children thou haſt given me.. 


As 


SACRAMENTAL ADVICES. 113 


As Noah's ark was acceflible, and had a duor in it for 
people to enter, fo in a crucified Jeſus there is a door of 
acceſs opened, even a door of faith, whereby poor finners 
of the Gentiles may have acceſs to Chriſt, and to God in 
bim, Acts xiv. 27. As Pacl and Barnabas rehearſed it as 
glad tidings ro the Church, that God had opened a door 
* of faith unto the Gentifes,* ſo we Gentile ſinners ſhould 
gladly receive the news. Glory to God in the higheſt for 
opening this door of faith, and keeping it ſtill open to pe- 
riſhing ſinners. | 

Come then, O Gentile finner, enter in by this door to 
the ark, and lodge thy ſonl within it, that thou mayeſt be 
lafe from the flood of wrath that is coming upon the un- 
godly world. God forbid you be found hovering without 
the ark, until the flood come and waſh you off from the 
very ſides of it. O how diſinal and cuiting will the though: 
be to you through all eternity, that you was ſo near Chriſt, 
and within a ſtep of the ark, and etime? touching it, 
and yet never entered into it! How ſad will « be to pe- 
riſh, like the thief upon the croſs, with a Saviour at your 
fide, and to fink into hell betwixt the arms of mercy 
ſtretched forth to ſave you! Now, poor ſoul, the ark i: 
near you, flee to it with ſpeed; beliold, for your encok- 
ra gement, there is a window opened in the ſide of the art, 
and merces hand is put forth to take in ſnelterleſs dove 
who come to it. Now is the time to beſtir yourſelves, ts 
come into the ark Without delay, and fo prevent your pe- 
riſhing in the flood for ever. | 

Q. What ſhall! I do to get into the ark, 70 wi:, a er:. 
cified Jeſus ? | 

A. 1. Be like Noah's dove which he ſent forth, ſce tlia: 
you find no reſt for ti;e ſole of your foot any where elſe ; 
turn your back upon al! other arks of man's deviſing, twey 
are all inſufficient to fave you rom the flood: Make nut 
an ark of the abſolute mercy of God out of Chriſt, ſceing 
he declares a crucified Jeſus to be the only chan sl of l. 
mercy.— Make not an ark of church privileges, as you:” 


good education, admiſſion to ſealing ordinances, &c. 7 


the ark did nor faye Shiloh, nor the altar's horns ſa ve Joab, 


nor the temple ſave Jeruſalem. —Make not an ark of va 


gifts, knowledge, prayers, duties, moral honeſty, or te}: 
righteouſneſs, for the flood, when it comes, will daſh al: 
thee in pieces. Suppole thoſe of the old world had built 
other ſhips as like the ark as poſſible, or had fict to hig! 
| : "3 : debe 
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towers of their own contriving, the deluge would have 
deſtroyed them all; there was no ſafety tor them but in 
Noah's ark alone. So whatever arks you deviſe to lave 
you from wrath, if a crucified Chriit, the ark of God's 
building, be ſlighted, the flood will ſweep away all your 
own arks, as the refuge of lies, Iſa. xxviii. 17. 

2. Labour 10 be thoroughly convinced of your miſery 
while out of the ark; and in a deep ſenſe of your ne- 
ceſity of getting into it, break preſently over all the bars 
and hindrances which the dev!l caſts in your way to ſtop 
your entry into the ark, as unbelief, ſinful pleaſures, world- 
ly carey, preſumptuous hopes, carnal cumpany, diverſions, 
cc. break reſolutely thro” all theſe to the ark, as David's 
three mighty men brake thro the hoit of the Philittines to 
the well of Bethlehem; ſorely your arguments top fo do- 
ing are far ſtronger than theirs. 

3. Approve heartily the u hole contrivance of God's 
ark in all its rooms and ſtories : Approve Chritt crucified 
in his perſon, natures, offices, and relations, in his ſtate of 
lamifiation and exaltation : Accept of him in them all, ſub- 
ſcribe to the whole new covenanr ſcheme, as a device 
worthy of God and of infiuite wiſdom; conſent to the great 
end and deſign of it, namely, that ſelf be debaled, and 
free grace eternally magnified. | 

4. Be frequently eſſaying faith's flig!.: unto the ark, and 
to the window in the lide of it; make earneſt mints, like 
Noah's reftlefs dove, to get in; ſay oft, like David, Plal. 
Iv. 6. O that I had wings like a dove, for then would [ 
* fly away, and be at reſt. ] would hatten my eſcape 
from the flood, and lodge my ſoul this minute in one of 
'the rooms of the ark. Believing is a work you ſhuuld be 
aten eſſaying, and though you cannot believe with faving 
faith, yet believe as you can, losking to God for more 
ſtrength. You cannot pray, praiſe, or ſantify the ſabbath 
aright, yet you aim at theſe duties as you can; fo in like 
manner, make honeſt mints at b«lieving and flying to Chriſt ; 
and aim in his ſtrength, to apply bis blk-od, every man to 
his own foul in particular, by an appropriating faith (cor- 
reſponding to the free goſpel offer) and taking home the 
remedy as his own ; depending ſtil} upon the Spirit's grace, 


who will not fail thoſe who truſt in him, but aſfiſt them 


in making ſaving application. 
F. Be willing to part with every thing that would com- 
pete with God's ark, however ſpecious or plauſible a ſhew 

” . * Er ; 2 it 


SACRAMENTAL ADVICES. 115 


it may have. Renounce the old covenant, and all lurking 
places about Mount Sinai, for in none of theſe you can find 
lafety, Abhor your own righteouſneſs for an ark, what- 
ever ſhape it may appear in, and embrace him alone for it, 
who is the Lord our Righteouſneſs, His righteouſneſs 
only is ſpotleſs, perfect, and law-biding. 

6. Make a ſurrender of yourſelf, and all you have, to 
Jeſus Chriſt, to be diſpoſed of by him as he pleafeth : Be 
willing to ſuffer the loſs of all things for him, yea, count all 
things loſs and dung that you may win to the ark, and be 
found there in when the floed cometh, 


i 
4 
. 


That Chriſt ſtands; you have ſpoken ill of him, thought ill 


———ů— — 


AD Y Ie Ib 


From Kev. iii. 20. 
B:held I tand at the deer and knock. 


OST finner, I bring you goad tidings ; the eternal 
Son of God hath undertaken a long journey, and en- 
dured great fufferings to purchaſe ſalvation for thee! A 
dear purchaſe it is, dear hath it coſt him to obtain it? and 


now he hath brovght it the length of thy door, and there, 


O man, Chriſt is ſtanding knocking, and ſaying, * This 
« day falvation is come to this houſe door, open and take 
it in, — Now, can you refufe, O ſinner, to take in Chriſt's 
purchaſed ſalvation, when Chrift hath come with it to ty 
very door, even the door of thy heart? Behold he ſtands 
at it, and knocks for entrance! Open, open, &c. 

The arguments ſor your opening are ſtrong and many: 

1. Conhder at Wheſe door Chriſt doth fland, even at 
the door of a creature infinitely below him.— Ob, it is at 
a beggar's door, that hath nothing to emertain Chriſt with 
when he enters! yet faith he, Open to me, and I will 
bring in proviſion with me, and make thee a rich feaſt. 


I is at the door of a poor Lazarus, that is all full of ul- 


cers and ſores; yet, faith Chriſt, open and I will bring in 
the balm of Gilead, a plaiſter of my blood for healing all 
your ſores, and ſor as coltly as it is, it ſhall coſt you nc» 
thing.—Ir is even at the door of an enemy, a mortal enemy, 


of him, and done ill to himz you have affronted him, 
wounded him, and lodged his traitors and murderers; -. yet, 


faith Chria, Open, and hearken to the offers and — 
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of reconeiliation which I have purchaſed for you with my 
blood; they are moſt ſurpriſing and fafe, ealy and honqaur - 
able. — It is at the door of Satan's ſlaves that Chriſt ſtands, 
ahoſe who have been long drudging at his work and feed- 
ing upon his huſk: ; yer, ſanh Chriſt, Open to me, and 
I will ſet you at liberty, and make you God's free men 
and children, Why then will you not open and receive 
him joyfully? O ſiuner, ſtand amazed at Chriſt's coade- 
ſcending goudnels, in ſtanding at the door of ſuch a ſmo- 
ky conage, fo ill ſwept, and out of order! Good reaſon 
have you to cry of, Lord, I am not worthy thou ſhouldit 
come under my roof; but, ſeeing thou humbleſt thy- 
ſelf to vilit the unworthy in ſuch a manner, come in, and 
but ſpeak the word, and the houle ſhall be cleanſed, diſ- 
eaſes healed, grievances redreſſed, and the ſoul made hap- 
py - It is highly your intereſt then to open the door, and 
welcome is. your Saviour, who ſtands and knocks fur ac- 
cets. 

2. Again, conſider who it is that ſtands at your door: 
It is even the King of Glory, a king of infinite power 
and majeſty And will you not lift up the gates of your 
fouls to this king! Were it but an earthly king that knock» 
ed at your door, you would fovon-open and receive him, 
yea, count it a great honour that you had ſueh a perſon 
in your houſe; but what are clay kings to * the King of 
* Glory?” To the Prince of the kings of the earth? To 
© our great Emmanuel, the glorious Plant of renown,' the 
Head of rhe elect world? Who then would not caſt the 

tes wide open to ſuch a glorious King ?—Again, he is 

* the everlaſting Father, and the Father of all believers, 
that ſtands and knocks! A Father full of pity, that follows 
after his prodigal children, and invites them to return to 
him! And will not a child open the door te his father? 
Can you find in yuur heart tu keep your compaſſionate Fa- 
ther ſtanding at your door: Nay further, it is your 
huſband that knocks, a loving huſband, that hath ſuffered 
much for your cauſe: And will not an affect ionate ſpouſe 
open and let in her hufband ? —Moreover it is your phy ſi- 
ian that knocks, who brings healing medicines for all 
eur difeaſes, by which he hath cured many thouſands be- 
[fore now | And will not a ſick and dying man let in ſuch a 
phy ſic ian? Open, O ſinner, why will you die ? | 
3. Conſider Chriſt's patience, and long - ſuffering at your 
door, he doth not knock and then go away as one — 
, rent 
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ſcrent whether you open or not; no, he knocks and ſtands 
Nill; he ftands and knocks again, and that aſter many re- 
pulſes! No beggar wanting an alms would ſtand ſo long 
at our doors, as Chriſt ſtands at a beggar's door, not ſeek- 
ing to take from him, but wanting to give unto him 
O wonder at his goodneſs and long patience! Behold he 
that hath a throne of glory to fit upon, and ten thouſand 
times ten thouſand to bow before him, is willing, O ſin- 
ner, to ſtand at thy door! yea, be flands whilſt thou doſt 
lie in the boſom of thy luſts.— He ſtands without, whilſt 
his enemies are let in and allowed to poſſeſs the beſt ſeats? 
He ſtands at the door, while Satan is let in, and gets the 
eaſy chair! O wonderful patience ! That Chrift after ſo 
many affronts and repulſes, and after ſeeing enemies pre- 
ferred before him, mould continue to ſtand at your duor 
and knock! But, O ſinner, do not try his patience too 
much, nor provoke bim too long ; for, obſerve the text, 
be now ſtands, he is on his feet ready to go away; the 
knock will be given that will prove the laſt, and thou 
knoweſt not but the preſent knock may be it, do not then 
delay to open one moment longer. 

4. Conſider Chriſt's earneſt defire to be let into your 
heart, he not only ſtands at the door, but he knocks; yea, 
knocks loud and knocks often, to convince you of his 
earneſtneſs. Many a loud knack doth he give, by his calls 
and invitaticns in his word, * Come unto me, open unto 
© me, look unto me.“ Many a knock gires he by his 
promiſes to you, I will come in, I wilt fup with you, I 
will eaſe you, heal you, enlighten you, manifeſt myſelf 10 
you, &c.— Many a kneck gives he by his threatenings of 
wrath and vengeance againſt thoſe who ſhut their doors 
againſt him. Many a knock gives he by your own con- 
ſcience, and by bis own ſpirit railing convictions, inelina - 
tions, defires and purpofes within your heart to bring you 
to a Savionr.— And many a rap and knock doth he give 
at your door on facrament occaſions. Then it is he knocks 
aloud with his nailed hands and pierced feet, and ſtands 
at your door with his wounds open, his blood ſtreaming, 
and his garments died with blood: And all this to ſhew 
his earneſtneſs to be let into your heart. Open then to 
Chriſt, O finner, while ke is knocking, be aſſured he will 
nat knock always, this may poſſibly be the laſt day of the 
Spirit's knocks and ſtriw inęs with thee ; fo that if you re» 
fuſe ro open at this preſent knock, God may ſtrike 2 
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dead and ſenſeleſs all your life, clap a ſeal on the deor thar 
it ſhall never open; you may hear miniſters knock after 
this, but never bear God's ſpirit knock again; and Wo 
© unto you if he depart from you. Remember, O man, 
for as many knocks as God gives at your door, he keeps 
an exact account of them all, and will reckon them all up 
-to you at the judgment ſeat. And can you think he will 
open heaven to you then, who will not open your heart 
to him now! No, no; his ear will be as deaf to you here- 
after, as yours is to him now. Read and believe that ter- 
rible word, Prov. i. 24, &c. 


rt. 
7 From Kev. iii. 20. 
If any man bear my voice, and open the door, I will come 
| in aud ſup with him. 
—— and precious are the promiſes which Chr iſt 
makes to them who hearken to his voice in the 


ofpel offers, and open their hearts to receive him, as of- 
red to them in all his offices; I will come in, and bring 


al the benefits of my purchaſe with me to entertain and 


feaſt that ſoul, even pardon, peace, light, life, grace, and 
glory. ; 

I. Obſerve, the duty called for, is to hear Chriſt's voice, 
and open the door to him, that is, to accept and embrace 
his free goſpel-oufters, and heartily to acquieſce in the goſ- 
pel method of a ſinner's reconciliation aud juſtification 


through the righteouſneſs of our glorious Emmanuel, and 
williagly receive and ſubmit to him as our prophet, prieſt, 


and king. What is the preaching of the goſpel, but 
Chriit's charming voice calling Toft ſinners home to him- 
ſelf? —What is it, but Chriſt's following them with invita- 


tions and intreaties to come to him and live? This is 


Cl: iil's voice which he would have ſmnners ta heat, come 
and live; though they generally refuſe to do it! Oh, 
what condemued malefactor would reluſe to bear the 
voice of his fovereign offering bim his life, as condemned 
ſinners do? John v. 30. Ye will not come to me 
that ye might have lite.” Yet behold, after many reſu- 
fals, he follows his offers with arguments, ſtrong argu- 
ments tv prevail with finners, and after the greatcit obſti- 
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nacy he is loth to break off his treaty with them, Hoſ. 
xi. 8. © How ſhall I give thee up Ephraim? Why will ye 
die?“ What reaſon can you give for refuling life, or for 
chuſing death ? 

2. Obſerve, who it is that Chriſt calls to hear his voice, 
and open their doors to him; it is not this or that man 
only, or any particular fort of men; it is © any man,” eve- 
ry ene that fits under the goſpel. If any man will hear 
my voice, and open the door,” faith Chriſt, © I will come 
© in,* * It any will open,” be he old man or young man, 
© I will come in.“ If the greateſt ſinner, the molt crimſon- 
coloured {inner will open, © I will come in.” © Any man; 
if the ſwearer will open, if the ſabbath-breakor, if the 
murderer, if the druokard, if the nnclean, if the thief, 
if rhe cheat, if the liar, if the mocker, if the prayerleſs 
man, if the man that hates God and godlineſs will open 
to me, ©T will come in and ſup with him.“ O what en- 
couragement doth this word, It any man' give to every 
{inner to fly to Chriſt! If any man, whoever he be, 
whatever he hath done, if he wii! welcome me, receive 
me in the goſpel-ofbers, I will come in to him. 

3. Obſerve, Chriit requires ſinners to open the door, 
that he may come in to teach them; however unable they 
be, this is their duty, they muſt mim, and uſe all means 
to do it, and look up to him for {irength. He will have 
the ſinner's conſent, and the foul made willing to receive 
him. O then caſt open the door, open it wide, receive 
Chriſt wholly, receive him without reſerve, open before 
him the two-leaved gates, nut the u icket, or one Icaf on- 
ly, but both leaves of the door. Let Chriſt have the full 
and free conſer.t of the ſoul, and abundant entrance into 
it. There are ſome reſolving to open the door to Chriſt, 
others perhaps are begiuning to open it, O let them not 
halt in doing. With ſome,the door is half open, and there 
they ſtop. They are almoſt, but not altogether Chriſtians, 
O almoſt Chriſtian, why do you halt? Why would you 
loſe all the pains you have been at? A little more would 
caſt the door wide open, and make you an altogether 
Chriſtian. Go then a little further, O ſinner, to ſave 
your ſoul. Open to Chrilt al: the powers and faculties of 
your ſoul. Open to him fully here, as you would have 
him to open freely to you hereafter. Oh, what mean you 
to open to Chriſt only by halves? the half open door will 
be ready to go to again, and alas! if fo, it may never 
open 
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open for the ſuture. Let it be your voncern then to go a 


little further than the almoſt Chriſtian, and reſt not in fair 


W 1 

4. Obſerve, how great the advantage is of opening 
the door to Chriſt: Why? I will come in to the houſe, 
faith he, even the friend of ſinners, the King of Glory 
will come in, the beſt gueſt that ever came in to a poor 
man's houſe : How honourable, haw profitable, how hap- 
py and bleſſed muſt ſuch a viſit be !—Q. For what end 
will Chriſt come in? A. He will come in to enlighten the 
houſe ; for the ſoul is a dark dungeon while Chriſt is ſhut 
ont : He will come in to adorn and enrich the foul with 
the ornaments and treaſures of his grace; he will come in 
to reign in the ſoul, and pull down the tyrant that hath 
long oppreſt you: As in the text, he will come in and ſup 


with you, and cauſe you to ſup with him: Aud becauſe 


you have no {i.ting proviſion in the houſe, he will bring it 
with him. And O how rare are Chritt's dainties, his hid- 
den manna, the fruits of the tree of life, the grapes of 
Canaan, the bread that comes down from heaven! How 
excellent is the water of life? One drop of it would be an 
everlaſting ſpring in thy ſoul, that would keep thee from 
thirſting after the creature any more. What a rich feaſt 
are. the graces of the Spirit quickened to a lively exerciſe ! 
What a bleſſed feaſt is pardun of fin, peace with juſtice, 
peace with the law, and intereſt in Chriſt's purchaſe, inti- 
mations of Chriſt's love, goſpel-promiſes applied, commn- 
nion with God, views of eternal life, well grounded hopes 
of immortal glory! &c. O how precious and delicate are 
theſe goſpel rarities which are ſet before you on the com- 
munion table, and freely tendered to eyery one that opens 
the door to Chriſt ! Who would not welcome ſuch a gueſt 
that brings ſuch glorious proviſion with him? Had poor 
linners ſpiritual appetires ſharpeued for Chriſt's feaft, there 
would not be ſo many ſhut doors againſt him. 

5. Obſerve, how fulemnly Chriſt offers theſe goſpel 
bleſſings to you, with a © behold I ſtand,” &c. Chriſt takes 
— * upon ir, witneſſes againſt the refuſers: Be hold 
ye angels, and witneſs for me how kind and bountiful my 
offers are to Adam's rebellious children! Behold ye mini- 
ſters, and witneſs againſt thoſe who ſhut me out! Behold 
ye ſtones and timber of the houſe, ye elements and com- 
mu nion tables, bear witneſs for me and againſt them! Be- 
hold ye fellow communicants and heare:'s, bear witneſs one 

againſt 
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againſt another that I knocked, I called, I knocked loud, 
] knocked long, but ye kept your doors bolted againſt me. 
It is a melancholy thought for thoſe who are miniſters to 
entertain, that they will one day be brought in as witneſſes 
againſt thoſe who ſhut out their Saviour ; but when called, 
they muſt witneſs againſt ſuch, tho" never ſo dear to them 
now, that Chriſt called, but they refuſed; he made kind 
and large offers, but they regarded them not. O then let 
every 2 let about ſweeping and waſhing all the rooms, 
and caſt open all the doors, as wide as they can, to the King 
of.Glory, and receive him with acclamation and praiſe. 
Take the crown off the head of felt, and put it on the head 
of Chriſt, aſcribing all the glory of your ſalvation to him, 
and nothing to free-will or your own doings. 


— — —— — — 
ADVICE: V. 


| From Prov. ix. 5. | 
Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine, Cc. 


HRIST is the wiſdom of God, who hath made rich 

proviſion for entertaining his people, and hath ſet 
it before them in the ordinance of the Lord's ſupper, even 
Chriſt crucified, with all the fruits of his purchaſe. * His 
© fleſh is meat indeed, and his blood 1s drink indeed.* The 
fruits we feaſt upon are pardon and peace, righteouſneſs 
and grace, the aſſurance of God's love, the conſolations 
of his Spiru, the promiſes of the goſpel, and all the ear- 
neſts and pledges of eternal life. To this feaſt ſtarving 
fools are invited, to feed by faith upon theſe proviſions 
Chriſt hath prepared for them, applying them tc them- 
ſelves, and taking the comfort of them. 

Bread and wine are choſen as fit reſemblances of his ſpi- 
ritual feaſt. As bread and wine ſerve to preſerve our natu- 
tal life, and to ſtrengthen and cheer us when weak or 
fainting ; fo Chriſt crucified, apprebended by faith, pre- 
ſerves our ſpiritual life, and procures eternal life, ſtrengih- 
ens weak believers, and cheers drooping ſouls. — As bread 
and wine incorporate with our bodies, ſo Chriſt by his 
ſpirit dwells in us, and we by faith and love dwell in him. 
—As bread and wine ſatisfy our hunger and thirſt, fa 
thole, who by faith lay hold 90 partake of Chriſt's mw 

| dn 
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and blood, {hall no more hunger or thirſt aſter earthly 
things.— Bread is the moſt neceflary thing in the world, 
hence called the ſtaff of bread, it upholds our lives; to 
Chriſt is the mercy of mercies, the molt uſe;ul and necet- 


ſta 
that ſupports you, a ſtaff that defends you, a ſtaff that 


will beat off all your enemies: If you take hold of 1h:is 
ſtaff by faith, ic will rout and put all your foes to fight. 
There is no bread like this! „:; am the bread of lite,” 
faith Chriſt. 

We read, Judges vii. 13. of a dream of one of the Midia- 
nitiſh buſt ; he dreamed when Gideon was coming upon 
them, that a cake of barley bread came tumbling into the 
hoſt of Midian, and ſmote a tent that it fell ro the ground, 
Strange! a piece of bread overturn a tent! Behv!d the 
interpretation of that dream in the holy ſacrament ! 
Here a piece of bread, if eaten by faith, that will invade 
the Midianitiſh hoſt of the devil, and the luſts of the 
fleſh, ſtrike down all their tents, and put them to flight. 
Come then, eat of this bread believingly, and gake faitl!'s 
view of Cbriſt's body repreſented by it, as bruiſed and 
broken by your ſins; this will weaken their power, and 
turn your heart againſt them, and make you reſolve that 
theſe enemies of Chriſt ſhall not live in your ſoul. If the 
ſight of Cæſar's bloody robe incenſed the Romans agai; it 
the murderers who flew him, much more a ſiglu of Chritt's 
wounds and bruiſes in the ſacrament, ſhould excite you to 
hate and kill fin, and revenge Chriſt's death upon this cruel! 
murderer. | 

Again, would you have ſtrength for your wilderneſs 
journey, and for the temptations and trials you meet with, 
before you have occaſion of another facramemt ? come, 
eat of this bread that ſtrengtheneth the hearts of men, 
Here is food more ſubitantial, durable, and nouriſhing, than 
Elijah's cake baken on the coals, and his cruſe of water 
provided for him by the angel; and yet it is ſaid, he © went 
in the ſtrength of that meat forty days and forty nights,“ 
until he came to Horeb, the mount of God, 1 Kings xix. 
7, 8. There we find Eiijah twice wakened by the angel, 
that be might take a double meal: © Ariſe and cat, for thy 
jaurney is long :* So God may be ſaying to thee, © 
Chriſtian traveller, ariſe and eat; awake O faith, awake 
O ſpiritual appetite, thy journey may be long; take - 
| | good 


* ble ſſing to preſerve our ſtarving fouls. Chriſt is the 
of bread indeed to believing communicants, a ftatt' 


_ Chriſt into a foul heart. 
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meal, you know not what hills you have to climb, 
what winds and ſtorms may blow in thy face, before ano- 
ther occaſion of this fort : Satan's ſtorm may blow, and 
death's ftorm may blow, ſo that yon may not ſee another 
table like this, till you come to the mount of God above. 
This is the ſame bread the glorified ſaints do feed on in 
heaven. Chriſt is the manna thar came down trom hea- 
ven to feed periſhing ſouls. The Iſraelites manna was a 
type of Chriſt, and hence called ſpiritual bread, 1 Cor. 
x. 4. 

The manna was freely given to them, and fell every 
morning round their tents, and alt of them were at free- 
dom to Je it, and there -was enough for the whole 
camp; fo Chriſt ts God's free gift, and in him is a fulneſs 
of grace for the whole believing world, and every goſpel 
hearer is free to gather it, though indeed the morning of 
our lives is the mo(t proper gathering time. There was 
a memorial of this manna preſer ved in the ark, ſo is there 
of Chrilt in the Lord's ſupper, as the food of our fouls. — 
Manna was ground in a mill, or beaten in a mortar, and 
baken in au oven, before it was fit for food; ſo Chriſt was 
bruiſed and ground by his ſufferings, and ſcorched in the 
fiery oven of his Father's wrath, that he might become a 
fit Saviour and fit fond for our ſouls. 

But Chriſt crucified infinitely excels the Tſraclites's manna: 
Theirs was peculiar to themſelves, but Chriſt is free to 
both Jews and Gentiles; theirs ceaſed when they came 
to Canaan, but ours continues for ever, and is enjoyed moſt 
fully in the Canaan above; theirs only preſerved a natu- 
ral life, but ours gives a ſpiritual and eternal life. O 
come then, eat of this heavenly bread, when ſet before 
you in plenty, with hunger and deſire, bleſſing God for it, 
ſaying, * Lord, evermore give us this bread :* Come with 
ſpiritual appetites and purified hearts. The Iſraciites's man- 
na was laid up in the ark, and kept in a pure golden pot, 
to teach you to cleanſe your hearts from ſin and corrup- 
tion, that they*may be fit to lodge Jeſus Chriſt, our heaven- 
ly manna. If the veſſels which contain the ſacramenta! 
bread were foul or polluted, you would cenſure it as mof* 
indecent ; but much more uabecoming is it, to L 


Come ta this table with humility, and a deep ſerſe of 
your ill de ſervings, acknowledging, that the leaſt crumb 
of this bread will be a great mercy to ſuch an unworthy 

| " .. Ws creature! 
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creature! * Truth, Lord, I am a dog, vile and 4 
yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from the chil- 
dren's table! May I plead for a crumb for thy free mercy's 
ſake. Oh, I am unworthy of the common bread that is 
ſet npon my own table, much more of the heavenly bread 
that is ſet upon thine! Inſtead of bread thou mayeſt give 
a ſtone; inſtead of a ſmile, a frown; inſtead of the cup 
of the New Teſtament, thou mayeſt put a cup of wrath 
and trembling in my hand : But thy free grace, and large 
offers, encourage me to wait and hope, that * the needy 
© ſhall not be forgotten, and the expectation of the poo 
_ © fhall nor periſh.” ; 
Come with'a lively faith to receive and eat, not only 
of the bread of life, but alſo to receive the bread, the 
Lord, your Emmanuel in perſon, and make uſe of him 
in all bis offices. Come eat with love and thankſulneſs, to 
him that was willing to be beaten, bruiſed, ground, and 
ſcorched, that he might be bread for nouriſhing of ſtarv- 
ing ſouls. Receive this bread of heaven thankfully as a 
di 
ferently ; for as God rained down manna from heaven up- 
on the Iſraelites, fo he rained down fire and brimſtone up- 
on Sodom and Gomorrah. | 


— j. — 
AD V-ECE V. 
, . From Gen. xlv. 4. 


Come rear to me, © am Joſeph your brother, 
whom yo . | 


OSEPH was an eminent type of Chriſt; though he 

was hated, fold, and ——— uted by his brethren, 
vet be ſtill loved them, forgave them, and laid out him- 
iclf for their prefervation and happineſs. Thong Chriſt 
be Lord of heaven and earth, yer, O believing commu- 
nicants, he owns himſelf as your brother, “bone of your 
© bone, and fleſh of your ficſh;* nay, he is not aſhamed 


to call you brethren, © go tell my brethren,” {aid he, to 


Mary, Matth. xxviii. 10. Though you be mean and low, 
and Chriſt highly raiſed, yet his exaltation doth not cauſe 


him forget his poor friends below; he ſtill owns them as 


his beethren. He is indeed the elder brother, and heir of 


all things, yet he is pleaſed to adopt his younger brethren 
| into 


ſtinguiſhing bleſſing, which is not granted to all indif-* 


ted, 
chile 
"cy's 
at is 
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into his right, and make them joint heirs with him of the 
inberitance above. As Joſeph was moſt condeſcending to 
his poor brethren, _ he was lord over all the land; 
fo is Chriſt. As they did not know Joſeph, until he told 
them I am Joleph your brother ; ſo neither do we know 
Chriſt, until he diſcover himſelf to us. As Joſeph ſeemed 
to deal roughly with his brethren at firſt, to make them 
remember the injuries they did him ; yetin the mean time 
he loved them, gave them food, and afterwards ſpoke 
kindly to them: So Chriſt at firſt takes ways to humble 
his people, and make them ſenſible of their ſin; yet at 
the ſame time he ſecretly ſupports them, and at length 
brings in conſolation to them, ſaying, © 1 am Jeſus your 
© brother, it is I, be not afraid.“ Come near to me, ſaid 
Joſeph in a kind and familiar way to his brethren; fo 
Chriſt ſaith to you, draw near to me with a fincere heart, 
and I will manifeſt myſelf unto you, as a loving brother. 
But if you would have the graciuus intimations of his 
favour, you mutt firſt be humbled for the wrongs you have 
done him. You have dealt treacherouſly and inhumauly 
with Chriſt, as Jacob's ſons did with their brother Joſepb ! 
Theſe fold their brother for twenty pieces of ſilver; but, 
ah! have not ſome of you ſold Jeſus, your brother, for. 
leſs, even for ſome vile luſt or filthy pleaſure ? Nay, have 
you not murdered him by your fins? As Cain flew his in- 
nocent brother openly in the feld; ſo your ſins have o- 
penly nailed Jeſus to the crofs, in the fields without je- 
ruſalem, and ſhed his blood like water on the ground. O 
how can you anfwer for ſuch horrid craclty to your inno- 
cert brother? How can you hook him in the face, after 


all you have done againſt him? What feeling have you of 


the injuries you have done him? Are youu deeply humbled, 
and heartily grieved for them? Then I have good news 
to tell you, you have to do with a moſt luying and forp;.ve_ 
ing brother; though yon have betrazed him, full Lin, 
wounded him, murdered him, yet he is willing to for- 
get and forgive all to the humble penitent: © Come near 
7 to me, ſaith he, 1 am Joſeph yuur brother,“ ſtand nc: 
at a diſtance, but come near me by faith arid prayer, em- 
brace me in the ſacrament, and I will give you a ſealed 
pardon of ali your crimes: I will give you all the good 
things of the land, far excelling the richeſt fruits of Egypt, 
even my own body and blood, with all the ſpiritual and 
eternal bleſſings pur cha ſed 1 885 
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Object. But alas! I have dealt ſo baſely and treacherouſiy 
with my brother Joſeph, I have no confidence to go and 
meet him, I am afraid he frown on me. Arn/. Fi 
indeed good ground to do it, but he is full of bowels, ten- 
derneſs, and pity to penitents, and moſt ready to forgive. 
Let me adviſe you to imitate Jacob when going to meet 
his brother Efau, whoſe wrath he very much dreaded : 
He carried preſents along with him to his brother. In 
like manner do you take preſents along with you, ſuch as, 
1. A broken, contrite, and humbled heart, a broken heart 
© he will not deſpiſe.— 2. Take faith with you, and the 
ſtronger it is, it will be the more agreeable preſent to 
Chriſt ; put a firm truſt and confidence in his blood and 
bowels, bode and threap kindneis on him, like the w oman 
of Canaan, © Truth, Lord, I am a dog, but dog as I am, 
I may plead for a crumb, ſeeing thy faithful word war- 
Tants me to do it; this preſent from that poor creature 
was ſo acceptable to Chriſt, that he immediately anſwered, 
* O woman, great is thy faith; be it unto thee even as 
thou wilt, Matth. xv. 29.—3. Take with you a firm 
purpoſe and re ſolution, in the ſtrength of yuur brother, 
not to betray or wound him any more, and feal a coye- 
nant with him upon theſe terms.— 4. Take with you a 
fincere heart and purpoſe of imitating your brother, and 
ſtudying conformity to him. Learn of me, ſaith he, 
© for I am meek and lowly in heart.“ Theſe preſents 
would be moſt acceptable to your grieved and cftended 
brother. But ſeeing yon have nothing of your own, cry, 
Lord, give them firſt to me, and I'l! offer them unto thee. 

What condeſcenſion is this, that Chriſt, the King of 
kings, ſhould ſay to all believers, Ye are my brethren ard 
ſiſters! Who would not deſire to ſtand in this honourable 
relation to an earthly king, and far more to the King of 
Glory! Would ye have him then for our brother to own 
vs, ſuccour and fympathi'e with us in all our troubles, 
let us forthwith embrace and cluſe with him by faith, as 
he is tendered to us in the rich, large, aud free offers of 
tbe goſpel, and then the relation is preſemly made up. 
O how inviting and alluring is that word, I am Jeſus your 
brother! It ſhould conquer the moſt ſtubborn will, and 
make every unbelieving heart to receive him like Thomas, 
and ſay, © My Lord, and my God.“ 

Let every belie ver in diſtreſs come like the bee, and fuck 


bogey from this flower, Fam Jeſus, your brother: * Be not 


© afraid, 


e has 
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c afraid, it is I.” Do not miſtake me for an enemy in any 
of my dealings with you; it is I your brother, that means 
ou vo harm. It is I that loves you, and laid down m 
ife for you; it is I, w ho by my blood purchafed and ſanct ifi- 
cd afflictions to you, to work for your good. It is I that 
doth all things well, and have infinite wiſdom and love 
to order and direct every diſpenſation for your intereſt and 
benefit. It was I that ſwate blood for you in the garden, 
was ſpit upon and buffered in the High Prieſt's ball, and 
nailed for you to the croſs, and all to purchaſe eternal 
happineſs and glory ſor my afflicted brethren. I am Jeſus 
your brether, * Behold my hands ard my feet.* It is 1 
that died and role again for yon, and have aſcended to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God; and 
have gone up to prepare a place for you. It is I that ft 
at the helm, and have all power given to me. It is I that am 
faithful and true, I have the ſame tender heart and yearn- 
ing bowels for you I had on earth. It is I that never fail» 
ed any that truſted in me. It is Jeſus your brother who am 
ſtill the ſa me yeſterday, to- day, and for ever, Be nat afraid 
in trouble, it is I yorr dear friend and brother ; come near 


to me in the daily exerciſe of faith. Come near and cloſe 


to me at my table, and take a narrow luok to my five 
big wounds, and draw conſolation from them. Behold the 
two wounds in my bars, and the two wounds in my feet, 
which were made to bring you back from bell ro heaven. 
Behold a fifth wound in my lide, and lock into my heart, 
and ſee it panting with love, and do not-queition yuur bro- 
ther's love to you any mere. 


ADVICE: VI. 


From Matth. xxii. 2. 
A certain king made a marriage for his ſen. 


1 goſpel covenant, or covenant of grace, is a mar- 
riage covenant betwixt Chriſt and believers; a fure 
priſing marri-ge this is, and yet a marriage of God's make 
ing. Wonderful! The great God is content to give is 
dear Son in marriage to fallen Adam's daughter, that was 
become a ſlave to the devil! Yea, he hath drawn up the 
contract, and all the articles of it. Chriſt the bridegroom 
hath chearfully ſubſcribed the contract, he Cpt the pn 

is 
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his own blood on the croſs, and put bis hand to it in the 
view of Gad, angels, men, and all the world. Now the 
bridegroom wants your conſent to the marriage contract, 
and he hath long been cuurting youu to ſubſcribe it: Some 
of you have often been purpoſed to do it, yea, taken the 
pen in your hand, but, upon fume ſmall temptation, have 


ſtopt and thrown by the pen. This day Chriſt hath ſet a 


tryſt with you to conclude the bargain, and his ambaſſa- 
dors are come, in his name, to ſpread the contract before 
you with all its articles. Well then, Will you go with 
this man?” Will yon put yeur hand to the contract? 

O finners, you have no rea ſon to be ſhy in this matter, 
you have nothing to be vain of, you are mean born, of 
low extract; you are lothſome lepers, you are deformed, 
black, and ba ve no beauty; yon are cripples, cannot walk, 
unlefs Chriſt lift yur; you are drowned in debt, many old 
ſcores hath Chriſt to clear for you, if he match with you. 
O who would make love to ſuch a wretched creature! 
Yer, behold, here is one that is fairer than the ſons of 
men, of the blood- royal of heaven, the heir of all things, 
—_ Be aitoniſhed, O ye heavens, at this match! 
One infinitely rich with a beggar, the beir of heaven 
with the heir of hell, the beauty of heaven and earth with 
a deformed Negro! But if the bridegroom be content, way 
ſhould you ftick? Can you give any reaſon for your reſuſ- 
al or delay? Now the God of heaven is ſetting tryſt with 
you to cunclude this bleſſed bargain with you at his table, 
and calling you there to ſign and ſeal a marriage contract 
with his Son, and that before all the perſons of the glori- 
ons Trinity, before the clect angels, before Chriſt's am- 
baſſadors, and before all the congregation, itneſſes there- 
to. There have been many meetings heretofore, abont 
this grand affair, to no effect: The world, Satan, and the 
fleſh ha ve formerly broke off the treaty; fcrbid it, Lord, 
that they do it this - O that the long ſpoke of match 
betw ixt a crucified Jeſus and loſt fouls may hold at laſt, 
This may be the laſt try ſt, the laſt offer Chriit will make; 
it may be now or never with you. Lay your hand to your 
heart then, and conlider well before you refuſe. 

Come take another view of this beautiful bridegroom 
that is in your offer. Behold how delicate his complexion 
is, Hs is white and ruddy;* white in regard of his inno- 
cence, ruddy in his bloody paſſion. O how peerlels is his per- 

ſon! how raiſhing his beauty; bow charming his voice! 
| how 
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how ſtately his goings! bow rant his garments! They 
ſmell of aloes, myrrb, and cafha ! Search all the world, 
you cannot find his equal. One glimpſe of him is enough 
to raviſh men and angels: His locks are black and buſhy 
© as the raven, his lips are like lilies dropping ſweer ſmel- 
ling myrrh, bis legs as pillars of marble ſet upon ſockets 
of fine gold; his countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as 
© the cedars; yea he is altogether lovely!“ Now, can 


you refule ſuch a lovely perſon, eſpecially when you think 
how he loved you, ſo as to ſuffer a cruel and bloody death 


for you, and to ſend his portraiture with the marks of his 
wounds to be put in your hands at his holy table, and all 
to win your heart! Come view, and remember the many 
wounds he received for you, by the thorns which pierced 
his head, by the pincers that plucked his hair, by the 
ſcourges that tore his back, by the nails that pierced his 
hands and feet, and by the ſpear that opened his ide ! 
Surely theſe wounds do not mar his beauty to the eye of 
faith; nay, thongh he be all over wounded, mangled, and 
bleeding, yet to a. believer he is ſtill © white and ruddy, 
© the chicteſt am ten thouſand, fairer than all the fons 
of men,” nay, and all the ſons of God too. 

- Certainly the bridegroum muſt be in earneſt, when he 
comes in his marriage robes to win backward hearts, when 
he puts on his dyed garments, and is red in his apparel ; 
when he diſplays kis glory, brings the marriage contract 
in his hand, ſpreads it on the communion table, and calls 
all who love him to ſign it. O that many were made 
willing, in a day of his power, to go into all the articles 
of this marriage c:venant, ſaying, My heart is now con- 
tent to go with the man Chriſt, that wonderful man; I 
cunſent to all his terms, be is, © my Lord and my God, 
my glorious Emmanuel; © my beloved is mine, and I am 


bis.“ Queſt. I would know particularly what he requires 
en my part of the contract, that I may diſtinctly cloſe. 


with him? Anf, He would have you, t. Convinced of 
your ſinking and periſhing ſtate, while ycu ſtand upon the 
oid bottom of a covenant of works, and willing to leave 
it, and leap from it, and cleave to a covenant of grace, 
ard a borrowed righteouſneſs for all the ground of your 
hope. — 2. He would have you humbled and grieved for 
your long lighting his kind offers by your undelief, and fer 
your preterring Satan's drudgery to his ſervice. — 3. Give 
up with all other lovers, aud thoſe that would rival ie 
with 
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with Chriſt, ſach as ſin, the world, and the law; ſelſ- 
righteouſneſs muſt be renounced and parted with; you 
muſt break lea with all Chriſt's enemies.—4. Accept 
of Jeſus Chriſt as your huſband, receive him in all his of - 


 fices, reſt and depend un him alone for righteouſneſs, 


ſtrength, and ſalvation. 5. Give away yourſelves, foul 
and body to Chriſt, reſign your will to his will, and fur- 
render all you have to his diſpaſal.—6. Reſolve and vow 
in Chriſt's ſtrength, to crucity fin, and walk with him in 
all the ways of new obedience.— 7. Engage to be true and 
faithful to your huſband, and never to retract.— 8. Keep up 
the remembrance of your huſband's coming at the laſt day to 
ſolemnize the marriage, and take yoa home to henſelf, and 
be always in readineſs to go forth to meet him. The dride- 
groom is ready long ſince, and will ſoon rend theſe clouds 
to meet you in the air, and ſend his angels to bring you 
up to him; © Therefore be ye alſo ready.” 


O why doth he delay his coming ? What ſtops the wheels 


of his chariot? Surely it is not becanie he is unready, but 
be cauſe you are not ready, All the ele& are not yet brought 


in to him, and he is determined nat to want one of them. 


O then be providing for the marriage day all proper ſur- 
niture, robes, — * rings, and ornaments, againſt the 


time thavChriſt and you take up houſe together in heaven. 


Be ſure to go to Chriſt for every bit of your pleniſhiog, 
for righteouſneſs, and for all the graces of the Spirit. 
In the mean time, take home with you the marriage con- 
tract, the precious promiſes which Chriſt hath ſubſcribed 
with his blood. Be: often looking into it, and viewing 
your bridegroom's hand-writ and enn. zement. His writ- 
ang is fair and beaurifu! ; let not Satan or uubelief caft 
blots upon it to deface it ; keep it fair and legible, and 
draw all your comforts from it; your huſband is faithful, 


and will keep his word. 
— — - 


ADVICE VII. 


From Lam i. 12. 
_  Behol? and fee, th: Lord hath afflicted me in the dur 
of his fierce anger. 


Wirn far better ground may Chriſt make uſe of 


theſe wards of his Church, and call us to behold 


his ſufferings tor us under the fierce anger of God, ia 


the 


d 
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the day when „it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, and 
put him to griet' in our ſtead, Iſa. liii. 10. Many things 
did he ſuffer trom men and devils; but his afflictions and 
bruiſes from the'immediate hand uf God, taking vengeance 
for the elect's ſins, were far more heavy. His ſoul fuf- 
ferings were the molt afflicting of all others. Let every 
communicant behold, ſee, and conſider thele with ſuitable 
aftections. 

Behold not only the bufſetings, ſeourgings, weundings, 
ard cruel mockings your lovely Jelus endured {rom men, 
the inſtruments of Gud's juſtice ; but eſpecially what be 
luffered in his ſoul by the deſertion or deceliction of God 
the Father, whereby the gracious influences and comforts 
from the divine to the human nature of Chriſt were ſul- 
pended fur a time, and a black cloud of wrath overwheln- 
ed him, ſo that no light appeared to him; which made 
him cry out, © My God, wy God, why haſt thou forſaken 
* me ?'—Nay, at this time be had a torrent of wrath flow - 
ing in upon his ſoul, and the muſt dreadful impre ſſiuns of 
his Father's anger, and the law's ci.gie, which fell upon 
him for man's fin, when he was made a curle for us, that 
it caſt him into fit of fore amazement, conſternation, and 
terrible agony, and into a ſweat of bluod, The fre of 


wrath raging in his ſoul affected his body ſo, that it dried 


up his ſtrength and moiſture as a potſerd, and made his 
tongue cleave to his jaws, He held his peace under all 
his tufferings from men, and opened not his mouth; but 
when God's immediate wrath fell heavily on him, then he 
cried out. It is ſaid, * He put up prayers and ſup lications, 
s with (ſtrong crying and tears, Heb. v. 7. Yet God would 
not ſpare him, nor abate him one (tripe or farthing of the 
debt; let him cry never ſo loud, juſtice was inexorable; 
he muſt ſatisfy to the full. 3 

O can you fee the great Emmanuel ſubſtitute in your 
room or ſtead; God acting againſt him as an inexorable 


judge; Jehovah running upon him as a giant, nut only 


withdrawing his countenance, and all feeling of hisloving 
kindneſs from him, but making him the butt of his enve- 
nomed arrows, and not be filled with admiration at Chrilt's 
love, and ſorrow for your fins, which brought ſuch a 
ſtorm of wrath upon him !—O how fad were the bruiſes! 


How deep were the wounds! How wide the gre and 


how heavy the bluws he got from the {word of juſtice for 
our 
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our ſins? The ſword was not dull or fleepy, but ſurbiſned 
and awakened by juſtice to the execution, — O how heavy 
were the blows our ſurety got from this awakened ſword 


in the garden of Gethicmane, which made his foul ex- 


© ceeding ſorrowful, and put him in a dreadful agony and 
bloody ſweat !—Behold and fee how patiently he drank 
the bitter cup of God's wrath for you, the poiſon where; 
© of drank up his ſpirits,” and made his blood to boil in 
his veins, and burſt through. his body, clothes and all! 
He ſwate without any outward fire or heat, and bled with- 
out any external wound !—Behold bis garments dyed red, 
and the ground and graſs where he lay all bedewed with 
his precious blood !—Behold him broken with breach upon 
breach, till all the ſea billows of divine vengeance went 
over him, ſo that he fell to the ground, was covered with 
blood, and overwhelmed with wrath! Behold and ſee, if 
there be any ſorrow like his ſorrows! 

It is ſaid, Mark xiv. 33. He began to be fore amazed 
© and very heavy! Which ſhews what a load and preſſure 
of wrath his ſoul lay under, that put him in an agony that 
ſtill increaſed more and more, like the waters in Ezekiel's 
viſion, ſtill deeper and deeper, from the ancles to the knees, 
till they became waters to ſwim in, yea, ſwelled into an 
ocean that would have overwhelmedthe whole elect world. 
Ito this ocean our bleſſed Jonah was willing to be thrown 
for our ſake, and in it he continued to fwim until he 
brought every ele ſoul ſafe aſhore.—lt is recorded of A- 
braham, when offering his ſacrifice, Gen. xv. 12. That 
in the evening lo an horror of great darkneſs fell upon 
©. him.” This was verified much morę of Chriſt in the 
evening before his paſſion in the garden: There a terri- 
ble. horror of great darkneſs fell upom Chriſt's ſoul, Which 
made him exceeding heavy and fore amazed, at the pro- 
ſpe of the fea of wrath that was coming rolling upon 
him, while the Father was hiding his face from him. O 
how great was the anguiſh of Chriſt's mind at this time, 
when he found himſelf preſſed and bruiſed betwixt the 
milſtone of God's juſtice and our fins? Which prefſure 
made him ſweat without heat, and bleed without wound 
Ah! the fire, the heat, the wounds were inward, even 
in his ſoul! O communicants, behold and ſee Chriſt's ſor- 
rows for you, nothing can be more acceptable to Chriſt 
than often to meditate thereon with admiration and love. 
If any of you had leſt a hand, or even a finger, in defend- 


ing 


Was bruiled for our iniquities.“ 
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ing or reſcuing your friend from an enemy, you would 
expect he would be ever mineful of the favour, and never 
forget vou. But O what is that to the ſufferings of the 
Son of God for you? He hath loſt not a hard, but his 
heart blood, yea, the favour and countenance of God for 
vou for a time. He left his glor ious throne in heaven, 
and {tooped to become a man, a poor man, a man of ſor- 
rows, a Ceterted man, ard a dead man for you. Nay, he 
was willing to be made a curſe for you, and to take on a 
dreadful load of wrath upon bis innocent {ou}, yea inft- 
nitely more than any damned foul] in hell can bear; and to 
ſwim long in a fea of wrath to fave you from feriſhing 
in it. Let the ſurpriſing love of Chriſt ful your foul with 
wonder, and kindle a fame of love in yeur foul to him. 
Again, meditate on Chrilt's turrows, with deep ſorrow 
for lin the cauſe thereof. Believe that amazing word, 
IIa. liii. 6. © He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he 
Let the found of it ne- 
ver go out of your ears; fay, Oh! my ſins were the 
thorns which pierced his head, the nails which pierced his 
hands, and the ſpear which pierced his ſide. My curſed 


ſins put the Lord of life to a cruel death, they wounded: 


him more than all his other enemies. When my dear Lord 
was in the garden, no Judas, no Pilate, no Jew nor Gen- 
tile was there, to caute his amazing horror of ſoul, and 
his fearful ſwear of blood; but, Oh! my unbelief, my 
pride, my carnality, my hypecriſy, and other ſins were 
there, and with their weight preſſed him to the ground, 
and brought that agony and ſweat upon him. Oh, that 
my head were waters, that I might weep a Rudd ct tears 
for my ins. 

Laſtly, Abhor fin as the greateſt evil, and never have 
ſight thoughts of it any more; can you behold your ago- 
nizing Saviour under a burden of wrath, and hear him 


complaining of the burning heat and thirſt which the fire 


of juſtice created within him! Can you ſee the great drops 
cf blood ſtanding above his garments! Can you bear his 
cries and roarings under the bruiſes and anguith of his ſoul, 
and not be convinced of the evil and demerit of ſin! Can 
that fit lighr upon your foul which fat ſo heavy upon 
Chriſt's foul? O what deſperate malignity muſt there be 
in that, which could not be expiated without ſuch a coſtly 
ſacrifice | Look on them as fools who make a ſport of ſin, 
which coft the Son of God ſo much ſoul travail and in- 
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ward horror : Never yield any more to the temptations of 
ſin, which coſt fo dear before it could be forgiven. 


ADVICE VIII. 


From JMatth. xxvi. 22. 


They were exceeding ſurrowſu!, and began every ene 
to ſay, Lord, i: it I * 


T was a commendable exerciſe of Chriſt's diſciples, be- 
fore partaking uf the holy ſupper, to be ſcar ching 
themlelves, and looking inu ard with a holy fulpicion up- 


on their own hearts, eſpecially when Cbriſt had tolu the _ Ip 


there was a traitor among them, aud at the ſame time 
looking up to him that is omniſcient, to aſſiſt them in 
the ſearch, ſaying, Lord, is it I? Aml tbe traitor? Will J 
betray my dear Lord and Saviour? Ah! every one of us 
have within us traiterous hearts to Jeſus Chritt, and have 
reaſon to ſuſpect ourſelves as they did, and acknowledge 
we have many enemies of Chriſt lodged in our bolums, 
ſach as, unbelief, hypocriſy, pride, malice, envy, ambi- 
tion, worldlineſs, atheiſm, wanderings from God, back- 
wardneſs to duty, &c. by which we have betrayed ſeſus 
Chriſt.— And as the diſciples, when ſearching themſelves, 
were exceeding ſorrowſul, ſo ought we before we par- 
take; and good reaſon have we for it, when we reflect 
upon our former guilt and treacherous dealing with God, 
and when we conſider the preſent deceitſulneſs and de ſpe- 
Tate wickedneſs of our hearts, and that they are as 1eady 
to betray Chriſt as ever; yea, that there is hypocriſy and 
treachery in our hearts againſt Chriſt which we have not 
yet diſcovered. Upon all which accounts, we have ground 
with the diſciples to be exceeding ſorrou ful. 

Now is the time, O communicants, to ſearch and exa- 
mine yourſelves, and to be exceeding forrowſul for the 
many traiterous wgunds you have given Chriſt by break- 
ing both tables of the law, and every command thereof ; 
by ſinning againſt light and conſcience, againſt mercics 
and judgments, warnings and reproofs, conf: ſſions and 
prayers. By unthagkfulnelſs for redeeming love, neglect- 


ing goſpel offers, not loving and refting upun a crucified 


Jeins, not accounting al things loſs ard dung for him; 
not delighting in attending his ordinances, and in re me m- 
bering 
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bering his love in the holy ſupper.— O how treacherous 
have your hearts been to Chriſt ! how blood-thirſty have 
your tins been againſt him, in preſſing him down in the 
garden, in nailing him to the curſed tree! How are you 
able to look to Gethſemane or Golgotha, with unconceru- 
ed hearts ar dry eyes! Were not your fins the principal 
actors in that horrid tragedy? Theſe, to be ſure, were 
the traitors, which, by the hands of Judas, delivered up 
Jeſus to be crucified : What were Pilate, the Jews, or Ro- 
mans, but the executioners of your fins? Who put the 
ſword in juſtice's hands? Who raiſed the tempeſt of wrath 
againſt your ſurety? Oh! it was your fins. Blame none 
fo much as them; they were the JuJas that betrayed 
him, the Herod that mocked him, the Pilate that con- 
demned him, and the ſoldier that pierced him; will you 
not then be exceeding forrowful for your traiterous heart; 
and bloody ſins? Could they ever been guilty of a more 
horrid crime than murdering the Lord of Glory? O ſhall 
the rocks about leruſalem rend aſunder, the earth tremble 
and ſhake, the ſun veil its face, and the whole heavenz 
put on a mourning habit, when Chrift ſuffered for your 
ſins? And ſhall you the criminals, who deſerved all this 
puniſhment, ſtand unaffected? O what ſtupid hearts muſt 
you have, if they do not mourn for your fins which 
brought on ſuch agonies upon the Son of Gud, before they 
could be expiated, Had you in your paſſion given a dead- 
ly wound to any poor innocent man, your heart would 
haue bled for it all your days; and will not your heart 
mach more relent for ſlaughtering the innocent Lamb of 
God! One that never wronged yuu, but was always in- 
terpoling for you, and doing you good! 

Remember what David laid to the Lord, when he ſaw 
the people deſtroyed for his ſin, 2 Sam. xxiv. 17. Lo, 
© I have ſinned and done wickedly, but as for theſe ſheep, 
© what have they done?” In like manner ſay you, Lord, I 
have ſinned, I have done wickedly, but as for this ſpot- 
leſs Lamb, what hath he done? I have eaten the ſour” 


grapes, but his teeth were ſet cn edge. O when will 


your hearts melt, and your eyes weep, if not gow ? Never 

was there ſuch a moving fight {et before your eyes, as the 

Lord of Glory pierced and ſla in by your — Now it is, 

that © deep calleth unto deep, deep lufferings in Chriſt for 
deep ſorrow in thee. 

O {aith owe, I deſire to be grieved for my hypocriſy 
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and treacherous dealing with Chriſt, and for fin that crn- 
cited him, but how ſhall I know if my forrow be of the 
right fort? Anf. Examine it by ſuch marks as theſe. 
1. Godly forrow is accompanied with ſome view cf the 
mercy of God in Chriſt, which ſupports the ſoul, and 
keeps it from deſpair. Jndas's ſorrow, however deep it 
was, wanted this neceflary ingredient. 2. If true, it 
will be univerſal, both for your own ſins, and the fins of 
others; for the ſins of the place where you live, and ſer 
thoſe of the whole land. ——3. If it be right ſorrow, it 
will bring you to confider the aggravations and heinous 
circumſtances of your fins, as being againſt light, againſt 


love, and = ſolemn engagements and profefſiuns of 


friendſhip, fo as to monrn and cry how traiterous hath my 
heart been to fo kind a maſter! 4. It will praduce 
theſe ſeven happy effc&s mentioned, 2 Cor. vii. 11. There 
it is ſaid, godly forrow for fin works, t. Carefulnefs, 
that is, a care to recover peace with God for what is paſt, 
and to pleaſe God for the time to come, by amending what 
is amiſs, and avoiding all tempraticns and occaſions that 
lead to fin. 2. Clearing cf yourſelves, by mourning 
over the ſins of other men, diſſenting from them, and 
ſhewing your deteftation of them. 3. Indignation a- 
gainſt ſin, as the abominable thing which God hates. The 
heart of a true penitent riſes, ſwells, and boils againſt fir. 
Then'it is you are angry and fin not, when you are angry 
at fin, and at yourſelves for fin. 4. Fear, the true pe- 
nitent fears to offend God as he hath Cone ; and that be 
may not do it, he nuuriſheth a holy fear and au ful im- 
preſſion of the holineſs of God, and alſo a fear of holy 
jealouſy and watchſulneſs over himſelf, left fin ſurpriſe him 
at any time. 5. Vehement deſire, to wit, aſter recou- 


ciliation with God through Chriſt, and after reformation 


of every thing arnils, and to be entirely rid of all ſin.—— 
6. Godly forruw produceth zeal, which is an affection or 
grace compounded of love ard anger, to wit, love to Gad 
and duty, and anger againſt fin, and every thing oppoſite 
to God.——7. Revenge, by ſeeking the utter extirpation 
of (in, by faſting, mortifying the fleth, and denying your - 
ſelves in ſome things lawful for a time. A good way to 
execute this revenge againſt fin, is for penitents to take 
frequent views of the deep and bloody wounds which fin 
hath given to your dear Redeemer. It is Written of the 
Emperor Julius Cæſar, that after he was murdered in the 

h Senate, 
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Senate, they brought forth his robe all beſmeared with his 
blood to the market place, and expoled it to open view, 
in order to awaken his friends to take revenge upon his 
enemies. This is ſurely one deſign of the holy ſacrament, 
to awaken your zeal againſt fin, which murdered the Lord 
of Glory. Laſtly, Godly forrow for fin, will drive 

ou to Chriſt for help againſt ſin; it will make you flee to 


Chriſt for deliverance from an ill heart, as well as from 


the wrath that ſin deſerveth: hence the Apoſtle cried, 
O wretched man that I aw, who ſhall deliver me from 
© the body of this death?“ Rom. vii. 24. 


— > 
ADV IE FK. 


From He. vi. 18. 


Il ho have fled for refuge, to lay hold upon th: hope 
ſet before us. 


E bave here a two-fold deſcription of true belie- 
vers, which come to one: —1. They are ſuch as 
have fled to Chriſt as the true city of refuge, to ſhelter 
them from avenging juſtice. 2. They are ſuch as have 
by faith laid hold on Chriſt ſet before them in the goſpel- 
promiſe, as their only hope of ſalvation. 


Chriſt is our refuge-city from the curſes of the law which 


hang over us, from the avenger of blood, divine juſtice 
that purſues us, and from the devils which lie in wait for 
us. The cities of reſuge under the law were (ix, but under 
the goſpel we have one better than them all. Theirs only 
protected the body from the wrath of man, but ours duth 
protect both foul and body from the wrath of an angry 


God. The way to it is made plain and patent, pillars. 


are ſet up, Chriſt's miniſters to dircet ſinners in the way 
to it. In this bleſſed city there is protection, inſtruction, 
proviſion, and fulneſs for all that tice to it, Here is all 
our hope of ſalvation, and it is in vain to lope tor ſafety 
any where elſe. Now communicant-, this bleſled hope is 
ſer before yon, come lay hold on it, and cleave faſt to it. 


| Now the city is ſet on a hill, we way to it prepared, and 
the gates open: The goſpel- trum pet is ſounded, and pro- 


clamation made, whoſoever flies to the city, be his caſe 
what it will, ſha!l in no wiſe be caſt our. 


Vader the law, he that ſaw his danger, and fled to the | 


M 3 cud 
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city of refoge, did firmly believe there was ſafety and ſe- 
curity for him by public authority in that privileged place, 


if he could but get into it in time before the avenger of 


blood did cvertake him: Therefore he earneftly Cefircd 
to be once within the gates of it, and fur that end put fourth 
his utmoſt vigour in running. He did rot linger, talt, 


nor fit down by the way; nor would he turn aſide to any 


crooked by-path that might lead him about, but kept the 
itraight and neareſt way to the city, as the pillars ſet up 
directed him. No perivaſion of any man could make him 
took cor flee to any other city, caſtle, or hiding place for 
ſafety, but to the city authoriſed by law. In like manner 
let every convinced ſinner, learn from this to flee to Jeſus 
Chriſt our ſafety from wrath, as the only refuge appointed 
by God for him. Lock, deſire, and pant earneſtly to be 
within the gates. O firmer, run with ffeed, nuw the 


1 are wide open in the word and in the ſacrament. 


ut forth your utmoſt vigour, and eſcape for your life: 
Do not linger nor delay, but flee as one that fees juſtic e 
cloſe at your heels. Avoid all other ſhelters and by- ways 
for relief; away with carnal company, firful pleaſures, 
worldly mirth or diverſions: Nay, take vo ſhelter in yeur 
own duties and performances; believe that nore of theſe 
can ſkreen or protect you from the fword ef juſtice, and 
that none elle can, but he who is the © Lord our righte- 
©*quſneſ(s.” | 

Of old, nothing could ſtep the man when fly ing to the 
city of refuge : Had his wife and children Lung about him, 
or his own heart ſuggeſted to him, will yeu leave your 
houte, your garden, lands, relations, and mary accem mo- 
dations, and go to a ſtrange city and ſrend your days! 
He would have flung them all from him, and raken flight, 
ſaying to wiſe and children, better part with all things» 
than part with my life; if yon will not follow me, I nit 
leave you all behin!.—So let awakened fouls flee with 
ſpeed and refulution to Jelus Chriſt; fay to the werle's 
profits, fins, x leafures, Satan's allurements, and whatever 
would tempt you to ſtay behind, * get you khenee,' away 
with every thing that would hinder me from Chriſt. My 
Savicur and my ſcul are more precions to me than all the 
world; take all ibings from me and give me Chriſt. How 
great was Jerome, one of the antient fathers, his love to 
Chriſt? How ſtrong was his refolution when he faid, If 
* my father were weeping on his knees before me, my mo- 
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ther hanging about my neck behind me, my brethren, 
ſiſters, and kinsfolk, how livg on every tide to retain me 
from Chriſt, I u ould caſt my mother to the graund, run 
over my father, and de ſpiſe all my kindred, tread all un- 
der my feet, and run to Chu it.“ 

O awakened ſou}, bebuld how Chrift diſplays his love 
to thee in the ſacrament, he opens his weunds to be a re- 
fuge ard hiding-place to thee, ard calls aleud to thee to 
come and fee in thither, © turn ye, turn ye, u hy will ye 
die?“ To whom will ye flee for help, when the avenger 
of blood is at your heels, if ye flee net to Chriſt the cnly 
refuge from wrath? Hills and mountains, ſeas and 
dc pths, heaven and earth, cannot hide thee from the 
itorm, if Chiift do it not. Now you te a noble op- 
pertunity, while the clefts of Chriſt's wounds ſtand open, 
and the bleſſed hope fer before you intle ſacrament, ard 
Chriit ſtretching out bis hand and waitivg to fee who will 
riſe and flee to him! O to fee ſculs rifting in flocks, and 


G 


flying as doves to their windews! What a pleaſing fight 
would this be ? 


O faith ove, I canner riſe, my wirgs are clipr, my foul 
clogged, I canrot muunt up. Ant. It ycu cannot mouut u 
as with eagle's wings, fee if you can run to Chriſt, ard 
kneel before him, like that yuung man, Mark x, 17.— 
Object, I tind myſch to burdened and Feavy laden, that I 
canne.t run. Anf. Then ſtew a willingneſs to run to 
Chiift, and cry draw me, ard I will run after thee ;? 
even a deſire to run will be accepted, as ef thoſe in Neh. 
i. 11.,—OljeSt, Bur, faith ore, my heart is ſo dead and 
ilvggiſh, I have neither fliength nor will ro turn to Chritt. 
Anl. It you cannot run, then fee it you can but go to- 
wards bim; for we read in Jer. ii. 2. Thole who went 
aſter him in the wildernels, were accepted of bim.— 
O\ ject. Alas, ſaith one, I am fo weak and fecble, I can- 
rot go. Anſ. Then endeavonr to creep and move tuwards 
him as you can,— Object. But I am ſo lame and impotent 
both in hands and feet, that I cannot creep or move. Anf, 
If you cannot move to Chritt, then lock ro him as the I- 
raelites did when ſtung with fiery ſerpents. Chriſt calls 
every feeble ſoul to do it, Ila. xIv. 22. Look unto me, 
© and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the earth ;* and wenld 
you have Chriſt come any lower than a lock? O lock up. 
to Jeſus as lifred up upon the pole of the croſs, for all na- 
tions to behold him,— Object. My. eyes are dim, the ** 

| ar 
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far off ; Jeruſalem, where it was ſet up, is out of ſight, 
Auſ. The pole of the goſpel and of the facrament, on 
which Chriſt is now lifted up, is near hand; look up to 
him thereon, and be ſaved.— Object. Saith one, I am fo 
burdened with guilr, I cannot liſt mine eyes. Auſ. Then 
lie low before him like the humble publican, who was fo 
burdened, that he was athamed to lift up his eyes to hea- 
ven, and under a deep ſenſe of his vileneſs cried, © God 
© be merciful to me a ſinner, and fo doing was accepted: 
In like mancer humble yourtelves before a merciful Re- 
deemer, and.plead his promiſe, Matth. xi. 28, Truſt his 
ward for eaſe and reſt to your burdened toul. 


ADVIT1CE X. 


From 7651 iii. 14. 
ee, % mull the Sau of Man be liſted up. 


6 Ne lifting up of the brazen ſerpent upon a pole, 


— 


to heal ſerpent-ſtung Ilraelites, was a type of the 


lifting up of Chriſt on the croſs, to heal convinced ſinners 


of their wounds by ſin.— As there was but one brazen 


ſerpent for healing the whole camp of Iirael, ſo Chriſt 
crucified is the only remedy and Saviour for a loſt world, 
He mult be lifted up; his dying on the crols was neceſ- 
ſary to fulfil bis engagements irom eternity to be our ſure- 
ty; he muit be offered up as a ſacrifice to fatisfy divine 
juſtice for the ſins of men, leeing nothing elſe could do 
it. Though Chriſt's engagement to ſuffer for us was en- 
tirely voluntary at firſt, yer having once undertaken, it 
became neceſſary for him to be lifted up. And glory to 
him that would not go back from his word, however great 
his ſufferings were. . 

Come then, O communicants, behold and conſider, 
with ſuitable thoughts and affections, your lifted up Jeſus 
dying on the croſs. After he had born the heavy crot; 
on his bleeding ſhoulders up Mount Calrary, this croſs 
muſt next bear him upon the top of the Mount, being firſt 
nailed to it, and lifted up with it. —Come, fee how this 
was done: Behold the croſs-tree laid down upon the 
ground, and the Lord Jeſus ſtript naked, laid on his back, 
with hands and feet ſtretched out upon the tree, that they 
might take the meaſure of his body, and mark the * 
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for the nails! and lo, they take the meaſure longer than 
the truth, that they might both crucify and rack him at 
once, till his bones ſhould go out of joint: So the croſs 
was a rack as well as a death..— Our firſt parents ſtretched 
forth their gnilty hands to take the forbidden fruit from 
the tree, therefore our glorious Saviour did willingly 
ſtretch forth his innocent hands to be nailed to the 
tree, to ſatisfy for their guilt.— Come ſee ſour big 
nails driven into his hands and feet, the moſt ſinewy and 
ſenſible parts of his body, and faſtened to the tree; apply 
your ear, and hear the hideous ſound of the bammers 
knocking in theſe nails! Oh, your fins were the hammers 
that did it, mourn for them. | 
Come next and fee the Lord of Glory, when nailed faſt 
to the tree, liſted up with it on high, and made to ſtand up- 
right to the view of all the world! And then the foot of 
the tree let fall down with violence into the deep hole they 
had digged to faſten it, which fall did unſpeakably increaſe 


his torments, and rend the four weunds made by the nails. 


Thus his own weight became his torture, (till widening 
the wonnds more and. more, till all his precicus blood 
ſtreamed out of them. —Behold your great Emmanuel lift ed 
vp on a crofs betwixt heaven and earth, as if he had 
been unworthy cf a place in either, hanging betwixt two 
thieves, as if he had been the greateſt male factor of the 
three! O what a ſpectacle was yuur Redeemer to both 
heaven and earth when thus lifted up! An aſtoniſhment 
to angels! A deriſion to the wicked! Compunct ion to be- 
lievers! but a ſacrifice acce table to the juſtice of his eter- 
ral Father !—Look on this moving ſpectacle with deep 
fy row for {in thit ſaſtened kim to the tree, and made him 
hang cn theſe tormenting nails for feveral hours without 
comfort iaward or outward! No way could he turn for 
eaſe, being fixed ro the tree; if he ſtirred his bleſſed body 
at all, he was tormented afrehh by the wounds of his 
hands ard feet, on which the whole weight of his body 
did hang; if he had moved his bead, u hich had the crown 
of thorns on it, the thorns weuld but pierce into it dee p- 
er, yet for all this he complained not; no ſigh or groan 
was heard from him, but what lie offered up ro God for 
cur fins! | 

When the Son of Man was thus liſted up, obſerve how 
the ſtieams of his preciors blood run down to the grornd, 
and ſtood in a little pool at the fort of the cruls, until 
the 
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the earth drank it up. Let this ſight affect your bearts, 
and open all the ſprings of ſorrow for ſin that pierced 
him. Sit down at the foot of the croſs, and receive this 
facred blood, as it falls, upon your hard hearts; let it drop 
on them, until it make them as ſoft as the ground it fell 
on. Let it drop on all the ſores and wounds of your 
ſouls, for it is the balm that muſt beal them.—Oblerye 
alſo the great extent of Chrift's ſufferings at this time, 
they reached to all the parts of his body, and to all the 
powers of his ſoul: He ſuffered in all his ſenſes ; his ſee- 
ing, with the {cornful geſtures of his enemies; his hearing, 
with their ſcofts and blaſphemies; his ſmell, with the 
noĩſome ſtench of Golgotna ; his taſte, with gall and vine- 
gar; his feeling, with the piercing nails aud thorns, Be- 
hold bis- hands, that were (till OY bleſſings, now 
fixed with nails; his feet that walked in God's ways now 
digged through; his bowels, that yearred for ſinners, now 
ſhrunk and dried up; bis lips, that ſpoke as never man 
ſpoke, now (Wollen with blows. Now he ſuſſered on the 
croſs till © his (trength was dried vp like a potſherd, and 
© his tougue cleaved to his jaws; the fire of God's wrath 
Acorched him inwardly, which made him cry our, © I 
thirſt.“ His enemies mingled, at this time, a cup of 
vinegar and gall to him, which he reſuſed; but, glory 
to him, he refuſed not the cup which his Fatber mingled 
to him, though filled with wrath and curſes: This he 
drank for us, though ir filled his whole ſoul with anguiſh, 
and made him rore and comvlain of his Father's deſerting 
him: The arrows of the Almighty were within him, 
the poiſon wherecf drank up bis ſpirit. 
fearful ſufferings, our lifted up Jeſus expired, willingly 
22 up himfelf, on the croſs, a propiriatory ierifice 

r US. 

O believers, did Chriſt lift up himſe!f as 2 willing ſa - 
cifice for you on the croſs, fee then w» lift up the gates 
of your f{:uls to receive in this Saviour; let him have a 
joyful welcome iuto your fouls, and give him the beſt enter - 
taiument, the beft affeftions, and the beſt ſeri ice. — Did he 
willingly ſtretch out his arms to be nailed to the croſs for 
vou? Then be not unwilling to (tretch cut the arms of 
faith ro embrace him; bur ſee to embrace him wholly in 
all his offic es, of prophet, prieſt, and king; be willing to 
be tauglit, ſaved; and ruled by him. Was Chriſt lifted up 
on the crols (as the br2zen ſei pent was litted up in the wil- 

TN derneſs) 
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derneſs) for healing all the ſtings and wounds given us by 
fin and Satan? O then look up to him with the eye of 
faith for healing. This is the great remedy of God's con- 
triving and providing, put ſtrong confidence in it, and 
took to it with hope and expectation : Never miſtruſt the 
virtue of Gad's remedy, nor deſpair of bealing from it, 
however deep your ſtings, or large your wounds be: Fur 
Chriſt was liſted up to be a remedy for the chief of tin- 
ners, 1 Tim. i. 15. and none ever periſhed that looked to 
him. — Was Chriſt willing to be lifted up 1o fuffer ſor 
you? Then let your hearts be liftcd np to ſerve and obey 
him, like King Jehoſhaphat, whoſe heart v as lifted up in 
the ways of the Lord, 2 Chron. xvii. 6. Lift up your 
heart with your voice in his praile; ſpeak of the glorious 
honour of his Majeity, and make k:own his mighty acts: 
Obey his commands, and particularly his dying command: 
to remember him at his table, with activity and delight: 
Go with lifted up hearts to a communion table ty remem- 
ber him, that went fo willingly to be lifted up on a bloody 
croſs for you. The antient exhorration to communicants 
was SURSUM CoRDa, * Lift up ycur kearts tc meet with 
© a Lired up Jeſus,” | 


— ——— -- 


From £ xd. xiv. 15. 
Sead unto the Children of Irael, that they ge forware. 


12 is the auſwer of Moſes's prayer for Iſrael when 
in a great ſtrait at the Red-lea. It is ſaid, he cried 
to God, yet we read not of one word he ſpake: He only 
lift up his heart to God, who well underttands the lan- 
guage of the heart. Moſes's ſilent prayers of faith pre- 
vailed more with God, than Iſrael's lend outeries of fear. 
A believing communicant may, in a ftrait, cry to God, in 
prayer, without ſpeaking a word, ſo did Moſes here fur 
taim ing Iſrael, When they came out of the land of bon- 
dage, and fled from Pharaoh's tyranny, the Lord ordered 
them to march towards the fea; but now when they are 
near to it, and fee Pharaoh's mighty army purſuing, and 
cloſe at their heels, they are in a great ſtrait what courſe 


* 
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to take, they think certainly they muſt turn either to the. 
right or left hand to make their eſcape from Pharavh; no, 
{aith God, ſpeak to them to go ſtill forward, as ſtraight 
towards the ſea, as if they faw a fleet of tranſport flups 
there waiting ro take them in. O might they think, 
© This is a hard command, po forward, when we ſee no- 
thing but the deep devuuring ſea Letore us; as good gu 
back to the Egyptians, or ſtand ſtill until they come up 
and put us to the (word, as go forward into the fea and 
be drowned: Will the deep lea have any more mercy 
© on us than the cruel Egyptians.'—Bar, faith the Lord, 


. 


make no object ions, alk no queitions, let the people go 
forward, obey my command, and trult me with their 


lives, | 

Obſerve here, O timorgus communicant, O doubting 
believer, when you are in fears and ſtraits with reſpect to 
the management or ſucceſs of your duty, you are to ſet 
vourſelves to ubey God's command, go forward in the 
uſe of means, with a fincere heart, and leave the event 
to God. You may polhbly, at this time, be brought tv 
the ſtraitening cafe of the Chileren of Iiracl, when at the 
brink of the Red-ſea, and their hearts in great perplexity, 
ready to ſiak within them fur fear. Some may be ſaying 
within themſelves, how ſtall ſuch a vile black unworthy 
creature go forward to the Red-tea of Chriſt's blood, who 
have both fpilt it and defpiſcd it? How fhall I, after all 
venture to go forward, to waſh or bathe my unclean ſoul 
in it? Well, it is God's plain command to you to go for- 
ward to it, however heavy laden you be with guilt, tee 
1 John iii. 23. Matth. xi. 28. oha i. 29. others as vile and 
black have obeyed his command, have gone forward to 
this Red - ſea, and been waſhed in it, ſee 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, 
II. yea, we read, Ads ii. 36. of three thouſand of thoſe 
who actually embrued their hands in this blood, who 
were waſhed by it. How wonderful is its virtue! It is 
able to take away the fins of a whole world, and much 
more the fins of a few; therefore Co not, O ſinner, rebel 
againſt God's command aay longer. | 

Again, coaſider what is God's ſpecial command to thee 
at this time, namely, Do this in remembrance of me; 


his precept is plain and expreſsto keep up the memory of 
Can you think to look on his face 


his love to loſt men. 


with comſort at the laſt day, if you have no pleaſure tore- 
member him now: Surely his preſence will be terrible then 
OW to 
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55-0 thoſe, to whom his memory is not delightful now. But 


you may have ſtraits and difficult ies about this duty, O, 
ſaith one, My ſtrait is great, I know not what to do; 
© whether to {tay back from God's holy table, or go for- 
© ward: If I ſtay back, I diſobey my dying Saviour's com- 
© mand, to ſhew forth his death in this manner: If I go 
forward unworthily, I contract the guilt of his body and 
© blood, and eat and drink my own damnation, Alas, 
© what ſhall I do? my need of Chriſt and his blood is ſe 
© great, I cannot think of ſtaying back; and yet my pre- 
* paration is ſo linle, I know not how to go forward. — 
© Ah, my unworthineſs is great, how ſhall I go to the 
table of ſo great a king in the ſtate and caſe I am in, 
© (@ vile, ſo ſinful, fo indiſpoled, ſo hard hearted? If the 


_ © woman that had the bloody iſſue feared fo much to come 


© and touch the hem of Chrilt's garment, how much more 
© may I, who am full of the running iſlues of fin, fear te 
© po forward to touch the ſacred ſymbols of his body ind 
© blood, and put my hand into his wounds, and feel the 
* print of the nails?” Come then, unworthy as you are, 
ubey Chriſt's command, and venture your ſoul in his hand: 
Ga forward with all the preparation you can attain to, 
deeply ſenſible of your own vileneſs, and humbled for your 
ſhart comings, trulting in rhe worthineſs of the Lamb that 
was ſlain to anſwer tor your unworthineſs, in his blood 
to waſh away your pollution, and in his ſtrength to hel 

your weakneſs. Venture forward, ſay ing, like Jehoſha- 
phat, © Lord, I have no ability, co might for this great 
© ardinance, neither know I what todo; but my eyes are 
© unto thee, it is in thy name, in thy ſtrength, and at tl 

© command, that I go forward to remember a dying jeſus 
at his holy table. Lord put on me the wedding gar- 


ment, prepare, receive, and welcome me.” 


Object. Some may ſay, they are only the children of 
Ifrael, who, in the text, are bid go forward; and we are 
afraid we are none of theſe. —Anf. All are bidden, with- 


Out exception, come to Chriſt; yea, even the ſont heart - 


ed are called to go ta him. Now, if you come to Chrift, 
it will be a {ure proof of your being Itrael's children, and 


among thoſe who are bid go forward. Miniſters indeed 


have a ſpecial commiſſion to ſpeak to the children of If- 
rael, that they go forward to his table; whoever ſtay 
dack, they ought not. 

Queſt. Who arc thoſe _y may be numbered ammng 


Lirae!'s 
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Iſrael's children, or the ſeed of Jacob? Anf, The children 
of Jacob er Iſrael, if they be of the true kind, will be 


like their father, particularly in theſe things; firſt, Jacob . 


was a great wreſtler wirh Gud in prayer, and hence he 
got the name of Iirael, he wept and made ſupplications 
at Bethel, and prevailed as a prince with God, which is 
the meaning of the name of Ifracl, Now, if you be 
wreſllers with God, you are [lraci's children, and called 
to go ſcrward.— Second, Jacob was a plain man, lo be is 
called, Gen. xxv, 27. that is, a ſingle hearted man: It was 
by this character that Chriſt deſcribes a true liraclite, John 
j. 47. Behold an Iſraclite indecd, in whom is no guile, 

Now, if you ſtudy pnely fincerity, and plain dealing in 
yeur behaviour both to God and man, you are liract's 

children, ard called io go forward. — Third, Jacob bad 
faith in Chriſt, and beheving views of him as the glorious 
Shiloh; he waited for his coming, crew his comfort 
from it, and rejoiced in the gathering of the people to him - 

If it be ſo with yon, then we hid you go forward. —— 
Fourth, Iſrael and his children were God's covenanted 
people ; they chnſed God for their God, and gave theme 
ſelves up to bim: If ir be fo with you, you are Iirael's 
children, go foru ard.— Fifth, Jacob was zealous for re- 


formation, both with reſpe&t to himſelf and his family, 


and cauſed them put away all the ir idols, and cleanſe them. 
ſelves, and change their garmems, when going to renew 
covenant with Cod, Gen. xxxv. 2. Now, it you ſtudy 
fincerely to fullow his example, you are among the child - 
ren of Iſrael, to whom God warrants miniſters to ſpeal, 
and bid them go forward to his table. New, if you bave 
any of the ſoreſaid five characters, in Chriſt's name we 
can promiſe you welcome 10 his iable, Go forward to 
it then with hearts burning with love to Chriſt and to his 
people; go with thankfulneſs and praife to God for pro- 


viding fuch a Saviour and ſpiritual feaſt for you; and po 


with hunger and thirſt to partake of ir. Go forward witli 
humility ard ſelf-denia!, renanncing all confidence in your 
preparations and perfurmances, and depending only upon 
Chriit's mediation fur acceptance with God. 
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ADVICE XII. 
From John xii. 32. 
Aud I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all 


men unto me. 


1 


S the ſacrifices under the law were heaved and lifted 
up before the Lord, ſo Chrilt, the antitype, muſt be 
lifted np on the croſs as the atoning ſacrifice for our 
ſins. The Jews were not more willing to lift him up, 
than he was to lift up himſelf; he readily undertook to 
be lifted up, © Lo, I come,' ſaid be; he willingly carried 
his croſs to the place, that he might be lifted up on it, 
He diſſuades the women to weep for him. Why? Be- 
cauſe I am going to be lifted up a ſacrifice to juſtice ſor 
your (ins, and to draw your ſouls unto me. 

Queſt. But how doth he draw all men, when Satan 
keeps many (till faſt in his grips? Anſ. Chriſt was lifted 
up to obtain drawing offers and invitations to ali men 
without exception, and accordingly gives drawing calls 
to all men in his word; and if they be not drawn to him 
it is their own fault. But though many be called, and 


_ multitudes flock to the word, yet there are none eflectu- 


ally 'drawn to. Chriſt but tbe elect; and theſe may be 
called all men, as they are gathered out of all nations, 
kindreds, and languages, ages, ſexes, and qualities. All 
men, Gentiles as well as Jews: All ſorts of men, ſinners 
of all (ſizes, greater as well as leſſer. Queſt. But how doth 
the lifting up of Chriſt draw finners effectually to him ? 
Anf, By the merit of his lifted · up facrifice he obtained the 
remaval of all hinderances of their coming to him, ſuch 
as, the guilt of their fins, the enmity of their natures, the 


power of their corruptions, their unbelief, hardneſs, blind- 


neſs, and diſcouraging fears. Aud likewiſe by it he pur- 
chaſed all the means requilite for drawing men to him, 
fuch as the preaching of the goſpel, ſanctified rods, the 
grace of faith, and, above all, powerful influences of tlie 
Holy Spirit. As Chriſt was lifted up on the croſs, fo he 
muſt be allo lifted up on the pole of the goſpel, for drawir. 

ſinners to him. Thus the brazen ſerpent was lifted up in 
the wilderneſs, for drawing the {tung Ifraclites about it, 
and it proved moſt effectual for that end; fo a crucified 
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Jeſus held out, and evidently ſer forth in the goſpel, a3 
he was lifted up on a bloody croſs, with bis pierced hands 
ſtretched out to embrace loſt ſinners, is ſurely the moſt 
attractive and drawing fight in the world. This won- 


gerful loaditane bath drawn thoulands of hard iron hearts. 


to it at once. A natural loadſtone though it draw iron to 
it, yet it may be drawn away from it again; but a cru- 
gified Chriſt draws the heart ſo powerfully and cloſely 
to him, that they can never be ſeparated again. Never was 
there luch a drawing engine in the world as this! A lifted 
up ſtandard or enſign draws numbers of ſcattered ſoldiers 
unto it, but it is ſeen by few ; but a crucified Feſus lifted vp 
in the goſpel, is an enſign to draw great multitudes in dit- 
ferent nations under the banner of his love, lia. xi. 10. 
The firſt experiment that was made of its virtue in Jeru- 
falem by the Apottle Peter, 3000 ſouls were drawn to 
Chriſt at once, and aſter that many nations that knew 
him not, did run unto him. Come then, O ſinners, ad- 
mire and experience the power of this lifted up enſign ; let 
your iron hearts be drawn by this loadſtone; it hath loſt 
nothing of its virtue to this day. Thoulands of hearts in 
other places do ftill feel its power : We are ſometimes re- 
freſhed with the welcome news of their being drawn ci 
from the vanities of time, and the love of fin, to glorions 
Chriſt: Why then do not your hearts alſo yield to the 
power of this blefſed laadftone, Chrift crucified liſted up in 
the word ard facrawem? It hath the fame virtue here a3 


ellew here, were but the eyes of faith opened to behold it, 


according to that alluring call, Ia. xiv. 22. 

When Chriſt was lifted up on the crots, bis face was 
turned to the Gentiles, for the Jews out of malice (as ſe - 
veral write) would bave bim crucified with his face to- 
wards the welt, as reckoning him unworthy to lock to 
the temple and the holy city that ſtood on the eaſt fide of 
Mount Calyary; but Chriſt had a loving deſign in it to 
us Gentiles, and to accompliſh that word, Ptah. Ixvi. 7. 
His eyes behold the nations.” Behold, O ſinners, Chriſt 
turned his face to you on the crofs, to draw you unto him ; 


there he buwed bis head towards you to draw you; there 


de opened a cleſt in his fide to draw yeu; there blood and 
water flowed from his heart to draw you to him! And 
now he bath ſent is word and ſpirit to draw yeu; now 
be diſplays his blood and wounds in the ſacrament to draw 
You; now he is caſting his cords of love about your heart 

to- 
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to draw you to him; now the devil is holding and Chriit 
drawing; Chriſt and the devil are now ſtruggling for 
your hearts; the eyes of many are on you, the eyes of 
the glorious Trinity, the eyes of angels, the eyes of mi- 
niſters and ſaints are on you, to ſee what the iſſue of the 
combat ſhall be, which of them ſhall gain the prize. Sa- 
tan indeed is the {ſtrong man, but glory to God, Chriſt is 
ſtronger than he. O that he may prevail, the heart is his 
by right, furrender it to him without delay. He will not 
enter without yeur conſent; his people muſt all be“ made. 
© willing in the day of his power.“ Oh, if the will were 
once conquered, the day were Chriſt's, and the field were 
won for ever. 

Would you then have Satan deſeat, your biaſſed will 
overcome, and your ſouls favingly brought to Chriſt, O. 
look up and cry for a draught of Chriſt's power. You 
have neither itrergth nor will to come to a crucifed 
Chritt, unleis he draw you. Ordinances or providences 
cannot draw you, the word or ſacraments cannot draw 
you, judgments or mercies cannot do it; yea, neither mi- 
niſters nor angels can draw your dead and heavy hearts. O 
then look beyond them all to a lifted-up Emmanuel, © draw 
© me, Lord, and I will run after thee.” The ordinance 
vou have in view can never be a drawing ordinance, it 
Chriſt put not forth his virtue with it; the ſacrament wil 
be lifeleſs, and the adminiſtrators lifeleſs, if Chriſt draw 
you not. The moſt powerful ſermons, the moſt alluting; 
calls will all be loſt, if he draw not. You will tit {till in tho 
Sodum of a natural and wrathful ſtate, it Fe draw rat; 
you u ill be eternally damned, it Chriii draw you not tc hin. 
You can never overcome the ſtrong and fubtile temp: is 
tums Satan caſts in your way, you can never deny ſeli, ſur - 
fake beloved luits, renounce juſtificatiun by works, qui- 
all confiderice in your own duings, go naked and empts 
to Chriſt, be content to live wholly upon his tiightegutl. eis, 
and receive grace, lite, ſtrength, and glory, as a free git: 
from Chriſt, without the drawing virtue of a lifted -· vp Sa 
viour. Ob, if you were once acquainted with this draws» 
ing power, you might go with comfort to his table, aud 
feed upon his pur chaſe. | 

Queſt. How ſhall I know if I have yet been drawn et- 
tectually to a lifted-up' Jeſus ? 

Anf. Try it by theſe marks: Have you diſcorered his 
matclue's exceltency ſo as " draw off your le ait fron, zin 
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and the periſhing things of the world? Have you felr the 
cords of his love about your heart and will, conſtraining 


you to yield yourſelf wholly to him? Is your heart drawn 
ou: in love and affection to a crucified Chriſt above all things, 
fo that the deſire of your ſoul is tohim and the remembrance 
of his name? Are you growing till liker to him, more holy, 
more humble, meek, and heavenly minded? Nearneſs will 
breed likeneſs. Are you troubled for diſtance from Chriſt, 
when at any time you are drawn off him by fin, Satan, or 
the world'sallurements? Are youdrawn to duty witha view 
of enjoying his preſence therein? In the mean time are you 
drawn oft from Reſting on duties, or putting any attainments 
in Chriſt's room ? Then you may conclude your heart is et- 
ſectually drawn by a liſted · up Savicur ; and fo may, wich 
Holy confidence and joy, draw rear to kim in the ſacra- 
mental trying-place, and hold communion with him ther er 


— — . — — 
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From Jahn i. 36,—XxiX. 5. 
Behold the Lamb of Cod. — Behold the Dew 


Communicants, both Jobn and Pilate call yeu fo 

behold Chritt ſuffering and facrificed for you, and 
which is more, the Spirit aft God calls you to this duty al- 
ſo, Let each one of yon then ſay with Moſes, Exod. iii. 
2. *©T will now turn alide, and fee this great fight.” A 
great ſight indeed! For thongh he be called a lamb, and a 
man, he is alſo God, God in laman nature ſaffering, bleed» 
ing, and dying, a great and wonderful fight: Ail the 
perſons gf the glorious Trinity call you to bebold it, IIa. 
Ai. T.—xlv. 22. John i. 29. Draw then as near 9 po!- 
Uhle, that you may get a guod view of it; ſtand net ata 
diſtance like thoſe who followed him from Gahklee to the 
«role, of whom it is ſaid, Luke xxiii. 49. * They ſtood 


* afar cf beholding theſe things.” Do not now ſtand afar 


eff, ror take a far off look of a crucified Chriſt, but come 

cloſe to him by faith, and take a near and ſaving look of 

him, as he calls yon, Ila. xIv. 22. Look unto me and 

de ſaved; I am God, and there is no Saviour beſides me.” 

© then turn not your back or ſhoulder to him, look not 

aſquint to him, look not by him to her things ; but _ 
. WI 
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man Chriſt Je ſus is the Lamb of God, appointed by h 
to be ſacrificed, to make atonement for our fins, and 
purchale pardon, life, and falvation to us: And looking 
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with a broad, ſtraight, and ſteady Took unto him. The 


int 
to 
to 


him by faith is the great mean of ſecuring and applying 
the bleſſings of his purchaſe to us. And in a ſpecial man- 


ner he calls us to look unto him in his ſufferings fur 
© Behold me, bebold me! 


us. 


Behold the ſuffering man, a man of ſorrows indeed! 
And particularly behold him entering upon that fearful 
ſcene in the garden of Gethſemane, w hen he began to fear, 
turn forrowtul, and very heavy; when he was fore ama- 
zed, fell into an agony and bloody ſweat, and cried cut, 
* My foul js exceeding forruwtul even unto death! O what 
was it that wade your Saviour fo heavy, but the dead 


weight of the elect's fins, which the law's heavy cu 


ſes 


annexed to them ? Oh, your ſouls were exceeding guilty, 
which made his foul exceeding heavy. Behold and lee 
your forruwful Redeemer falling into a fearful agony, and, 
while in it, falling down ſometimes on his knees, and 
ſometimes on his face, praying once, praying again, and- 
praying the third time, until he is quite overwhelmed with 
wrath, and covered with his own blood! * Behold tbe fur» 
© row ful man' with the great drops of blood ſtanding a- 
be ve his garments for your fins, and bed u ing the ground! 
See Jehovah new acting againſt him, as an inexorable 
judge, running on him as a giant, and waking him the 
butt of his envenumed arruws!— Behold him in this ago- 
ny making his mean to his diſciples, who could make no 
help to bim ; fer neither they nor the angels in heaven 
dur tit touch his load, nor tatte his cup: Yea, he got net 
fo much as {ympathy from his diſciples, they fell aſlee p 


when he was ot the worft, and left him in his agony 


10 


ſtruggle and tread out the wine-prels alone! O be not idle 


frectators of your Saviour's agony, but let your ſouls 


be 


exceedingly affected with Chriſt's ſoul ſufferings for y our 


ſoul's ſins. | 


* Behold the man' Chriſt betrayed and fold for a little 
money, apprehended and bound with cords like a thief, 
and bound faſt, as Judas bade, yea fo faſt (as ſome ſay) 
that the bleod burſt out of his tender hands! O can your 
heart or eyes bold to ſee thoſe hands that made the he: - 
vens, wrung together and bruiſed with hard cords! To 


fee him bound as a priſoner, that came to {ct the priſor- 
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ers free, But had not the cords of your Redeemei's love kim 
held him faſter than the cords of his enemies, though they ſand 
had been cables or chains, they could nut have kept him; lect” 


of 
- 


but his love to you made him a willing priſoner —“ Be- 
© hold the man” blindfolded, mocked, bufleted, and abuſed 
for yon! Behold him ſtript naked and ſcourged! Behold 
him that clothes the lilies of the field, that made coats of 
ins to clothe our firſt parents, now ſtript and unclothed 
himſelf! He is ſtript naked, that you might not be found 
naked at God's bar ! le is ſtript of his robes, that he miglit 
provide a robe of rightevulneſs to cover your nakedvels.— 
« Behold the man' {courged by Pilate, and that above mea- 
ſure, thinking thereby to ſave bis life 3 but as the Jews 
were not ſatisfied therewith, fo neither was infinite juſtice 
ſatisfied ; ſo that his life muſt go, and the man Chriſt is 
willing it ſhould : Willingly did he give his back to the 
ſmiters, that you might be freed from the everlaſting laſh- 
es of God's wrath in hell! Behold every part of his ble ſſed 
body torn and wounded by ſcourgings, becauſe every part 
of you was wounded by fin, and his ſtripes were the only 
cure for your wounds. 

© Behold the man” with a plaited crown cf thorns on 
his blefled head, with the ſharp points turned inward, and 
theſe beat into his head with a ſtaff, till all his head is 
- But as one wornd, from whence a new {ſhower of blood 
ran down his neck for you! You may be ready to cry, 
Fy on the Jews, or fy on the ſoldie rs that uſed our Saviour 
lo; but rather cry, Fy on your fins that did worſe to 
him, theſe plaited the crown of thurns and crucified him 
too. * Behold the Lamb of God' now wiilingjy caught 
in the thickets, like the ram, to be facrificed in your room, 
when you were bound like Ilaae tor that end. Behold him 
willing to weer a crown of pain and ignoniiny, that you 
mig ut wear a crown of glory and renown-: Willing to be 
diſgraced and aitrunted, that youu might be honoured and 
exalted : Willing to let a Barabbas, the vileſt malefactor 
in all Jeruſalem, be preferred before him, that you might 
be preferred to a room among God's children.—* Behold 
© the man, after all theſe ſufferings, put to bear the heavy 
croſs on his ſore waunded ſhoulders, a heavy load indeed 
with the elect's fins and law's'curſes faſtened to it; yet he 
bears without complaint till his ſtrength is ſpent, and be 
is ready to faint under the burden, ſo that another muſt 
help! Oh, it was net the weight of the irce that made 
him 
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fim faint, he had a greater burden to bear than ten thou» 
ſand worlds, even the infinite wrath of God due to the e- 
let's ſins! O can you behold this fight with dry eyes? 

© Behold the man' brought to ＋ 1 nailed to the 
tree, lifted up, and drinking out the bitter dregs of the 
cup of wrath thereon, till at length he yielded bimſelf pri- 
ſoner to death by bowing his head, giving death his orders 
to execute his commiſſion, and carry him eff the ſtage! 
Behold and wonder at the fight, the Lord of Life death's 
taken priſoner ! O man can'it thou ſtand and fee the 
Lamb of God lain in thy room, and for thy fins, and not 
be affected! Write that man a beaſt, a ſtone, a lump of 
earth, that can be ſenſeleſs, fiupid, and unccncerned at 
ſuch a ſight! O bluſh and be aſhamed, O man, at thy 
ſtupidity, when the dead earth and rocks about Jeruſalem 

ked and rent at the-ſufferings you now behold repre» 

nted in the ſacrament. O curſed fin (which many make 
light of) that could not be expiated by any other ſacrifice, 
than that of our Emmanuel, the Lamb of God, the man 
Chriſt Jeſus! O Behold the man,” and tremble at fin, 
the accurſed thing that murdered the Son of God, the man 
that is God's fellow, the man that is infinitely preferable 
to a million of worlds full of mea and angels too. O that 
men would always look on fin in tbe glaſs of the agonies 
and ſufferings of the man Chriſt, that tbey might be fille d 
With horror at it, as at hell itfelf ! Nay, in ſeveral reſpects 
lin is a greater evil than hell. | 

Let every communieant, every Chriſtian, come and be- 
hold the glorious Son of God, with the greateſt love and 
admiration, who for our ſakes was willing to become 2 
man, and God's Lamb to be facrificed ſor the ſins of men. 
O let his name Jeſus be always to you as precious oint- 
ment. poured forth, and let- the remembrance of his love 
inflame your ſouls u tha vehement indignation againſt ſin, 
and a burning affection to the Lamb of God, the man 
Chriſt, that was willing to ſtruggle in bloody agonies, and 
bleed to death on the curled tree, to deliver you from lying 
in hell for ever! O what can we render to him for his 
free love, amazing and unſpeakable love! O that we could 


frend our whole lives in admiring his love, and contem- 


plating his beauty, and were thereby made meet in ſome 
meaſure for the exercile of the redeemed above. Amen. 
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ADVTCSE -xY;.' 


From Job xxxvii. 14. 
Stand ftill, and conſider the wondruus works of God. 


1 works of God, being wondrons, do well deſerve 
| our molt ſerious conſideration; but fo wavering are 
our minds, we cannot conſider them aright, unleis we 
ſtand {tiH and compole ourſelves for that end. This ad- 
vice doth Elihu give to Job in the text, and Moles gives 
to the Children of Iſracl, Exod. xiv. 13.— All God's wor ks 
are wondrous and highly worthy of our obſervation, as 
his works of creation and providence ; and more eſpecial- 
ly his works of redemption and of grace, as they are made 
known unto os in the goſpel diſpenſation, and particularly 
in the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper. Here God calls 


you to ſtand ſtill, and conſider his wondrous work. of re- 


deeming wiſdom and mercy, in faving fallen ſinners. The 
work of creation is indeed moſt wonderful and ſt upendous; 
but his work of redemprion is far more coſtly and ſurprĩſ- 
ing: The one coſt him but a word of his power, but the 
other colt him the death of his Son: The one is but the 
work of his fingers, Pal. viii. 3. the other is the work of 
his arm, Luke i. 51. Much of the divine wiſdom and pow - 
er is diſplayed in making us men, but mach more in mak- 
ing us ſaints; by the one we have but a ſhort mortal life, 
but by the other an eternal anJammortal life. God's works 
of redemption and of grace will be the admiration of ſaints 
aud angel: ro all eternity, Rev. v. 12.—Xv. 3. 

Come then, and behold theſe works of the Lord, as they 
are ſet forth before you in the word and facrawent ! Come 
and ſee God from alleternity paſſing by angels, and pitching 
his love upon poor rutned ſinners of Adam's family, and 
coitriving their redemption by the incarnation and death 
of his dear Son, while he paſſed by the angels that fell. — 
Come and fee the glorious Sun of God unde rtaking, in the 
council of peace, to b come ſurety to pay our debt, and 
ſatisfy juſtice for the injury our fins did ro God's glory 


Behold and confider the device of infinite” wiſdom for re- 


conciſiug juſtice and mercy about gyilry men, ard ſmisfying 
the demands of them both, by puviſting fin ſeverely, and 
yet pardoniag the perſons guilty !—* Stand ſtill and fee 
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© the wondrous work” of making the Word ficſh to dwell 
among us; of the Creator's leaving his throne of 24007, o 
lodge in a virgin's w omb, and a beaſt's manger ; of the 
© Antient of days' becoming a child of a day old,” learn» 
ing to ſpeak and go, and ſubjectiug himſelf to his own 
law in the room of rebel ſinners !—* Behold God's won- 
© drous work” in ſetting up a court and threne of graee 
among the priloners of juttice, aud cauſing grace ſit as 
queen on the throne, with a ſceptre of mercy in her hand, 
and thence to iſſue forth proclamation of grace to pur, 
wretclicd, blind, miſerable, and naked ſinners; proclaims 
ing pardun to the condemned, hberty to the captives, and 
lite to the dead: Yea, ſee grace laying ftepe to the hearts 
of rebels, ſummoning them by the golyel trumpet to ſur- 
render, and uſing the moſt prevathng arguments with them 
to do it, taken from the mediation, |uſterings, bluod, righ- 
teouſneſs, and ſatisfattion of the Son of God. 

© Behold and conſider the wondrous work of God” in 
furniſhing and fitting the Mediator for our miſerable cir- 
cumſtances, joining the divine and human natures in one 
perſon for our rehef! Obſerve how well he ſuits our ex- 
igencies; be is man, that he might die fir us; and God, 
that he might overcome death! Man, that he might com- 
bat the devil; and God, that he might yanquiſh him! Man, 
that he might take on our guilt and puniſhment ; and God, 
that he might ſupport under it! Man, that he might offer 
a ſacrifice tor us; and God, to make it infinitely merito- 
rious! Man, that he might ſympathize with us in treu- 
ble; and God, that he might deliver us! a wondrous 
work indeed! Again, obſerve the Mediator's ſulneſs, how 
exactly it ſuits our miſeries and wants! In our wonderful 
Emmanuel there is life for cur«leadnefs, liglit for our dark- 
neſs, beauty for our deformity, ſtrength for eur weakneſs, 
health for our ſickneſs, balm for our wounds, raiment for. 
our nakedneſs, riches for our poverty, merit for our guil- 
tineſs, rigiteuuſneſs for our juſtification, a fountain ſor 
eur pollution, grace for our ſanctification, bread for our 
hunger, water for our thirſt, and deep mercies for our 
deep miſeries! a wonderful work, to make one def th ſo 
exactly to anſwer another depth! * This is the doing cf 
* the Lord, and wondrous in our eyes.” 

Stand {till and ſee God's wondrous works,” in fending 
eur Emmanuel, the Prince of the kings of the earth,” to 


go up and down the wilderneſs lee king aſter the Joſt ſheep, 


calling 


* 
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calling and inviting them in the moſt tender manner te 
come unto him for lite and ſalvation, willingly fubmitting 
to be buffeted by Satan, contradicted by ſinners, to ſuffer 
all manner of indignities, a curſed death, and the wrath 
of God, and all that he might be a ſacrifice to ſatisfy jul- 
tice for our (ins: And after he had ſubmitted to death and 
the grave for a time, he conquered them and role again; 
and gave commiſſion to his ambafladors to go through al] 
* earth, and call periſhing ſinners to come unto him, and 
offer them ſalvation in his name; and having done fo, ho 
aſcended into heaven to intercede for them. Now, it is 
incumbent upon all communicants to remember theſe ama- 
Zing works of God's, at his holy table, with wonder, thank» 
fulneſs, and praiſe. 


Come here, and (ee the * fountain of the great depths” . 


of infinite love brcken up, and ſtreams of the water of 
life running freely therefroin to the ſons of men.—Coume, 
ſee Jacob's ladder ſer up, that reaches from earth ta hea- 
ven, and God the Father at the top of it calling youu to 
climb to heaven by the ſteps at it, viz. Chriſt's wounds, 
oifices, and promiſes Come, fee the manna coming down 
in plentiful ſhowers, and falling about your tents, and e- 
very man invited to gather. Come, ſee the rock broached 
in the wilderneſs, to fapply the neceſſities of your ſouls; 
fee the rock ſmitten by the rod of Moſes, and bearing the 
curſes of the law for you l Come, lee the * city of — Jos 
opened for poor manſlayers, that tinners, who have flain 
their ſovls by lin, may flœe to it for ſheſter. O then flee 
for your lives, and do not linger by the way! Come, fee 
God bringing bis righteouſneſs near you who are guilty 
criminals, and bidding you put it on for your ſafety in 
judgment; it is a robe that will fit every one of you!— 
Come, ſee the * fruits and leaves” of the tree of life” 
Haken and ſcattered among ftarving wounded ſouls: Ga- 
ther and feed on the fruits of his purchaſe for your nou- 
riſhment; apply the leaves of his promiſes for your healing. 
— Come, fee the well of ſalvation' opened, bring the 
chain and bucket of faith, and draw water. The great 
medicine well is here, come with all your diſeaſes and ail- 
ments to it, come with your hard hearts, blind eyes, weak 
hands, feeble knees, lame feet, and cold affections, ro get 
them healed. — Come, fee Chriſt's teſtament opened, and 
every man allowed to put in for a ſhare of the legacies 
therein contained. This you are to do by believing, 
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claiming, laying hold, and embracing the ptomiſes 
Come, ſte ſtraying prodigals returning to their father's 
houſe, and ſee their father embracing them, and the whole 
family rejoicing at their return : See their filthy rags tak- 
eu off, and the white robe of the Son of God put on them, 
and the fatted calf killed for them, Come, ſee the King 
of Glory entering in at the everlaſting gates of men's 
ſouls, dethroning ſin and ſelf, taking poſſeſſion of their 
bearts, and ſetting up his throne and kingdom in them. 
Come, ſee King Solomon both crowned and married in 
one day! An aſtoniſhing match concluded between the 
Prince of Life and the heir of hell! All the daughters of 
Zion are called forth to behold the fight, Cant. iv. 11.— 
All theſe are great and wondrous works of God to be ſeen 
in the word and ſacrament, which all communicants ought 
to ſtand ſtill and conſider. 

Conſider theſe marvellous works fo as to be ſuitably af- 
feed with them, make them the ſubject of your medita- 
tions; entertain bigh and admiring thoughts of God, and 
af his infinite love and wiſdom manifeſted in them. Give 
firm credit to the record and teſtimony God hath given us 
of theſe wondrous works, and glorify the great Author of 
them with your hearts, tongues, and lives. Embrace the 

oſpel offer, and be affraid of offending that God who has 
Famabled himſelf ſo low for our fakes, and has wrought 
ſuch great and wondrous works for us. Be careful to 
ſerve him and pleaſe him in all things, aud abhor ſin his 
grand enemy. 


| — — —— — - 
Den V. 


From Rev. xxii. 2. 
In midſt of the ſtreet was the tree of life, 


FF was a ſad day to mankind, when God baniſhed Adam 
1 from tbe earthly paradiſe, and from the tree of life 
that grew therein, and alſo ſhut the entry to it | But be- 
hold God, in his free mercy, is now opening an entry, and 
— Adam's baniſhed potterity back again to a better 
paradife, where there ate purer delights, and neither ſin 
nor Satan can enter; and where there is a tree of life, 
Jeſus Chriſt, infinitely preferable to that in Adam's para- 
diſe. This wee of life far excels that in its leaves, ſhadow, 
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fruit, and virtues; it animates, yea, reſtores and preſerves 
life for ever ; neither is tliere any flaming ſword to hinder 
our acceſs to it. Adam's tree endured but a ſhort. time, 
but ours laſts for ever. Other trees decay, fade, and wither, 
bur © Jeſus Chriſt is the fame yeſterday, tu-day, and for 
© ever.” O come then, ſit down under the ſhadow of this 
tree, eat of its fruit, and live for ever. Thwvygh the tree 
be now planted in the heavenly paradiſe, yet its branches, 
ſhadow, and fruit, extend to every believer on earth, as 
well as to the faiots above. Thouſands of communicants 
at the lower table have * fat ender his ſhadow wv ith great 
delight, and found his fruit ſweer to their taſte,” Chritt 
is a tree that bears fruit at all times, every month, and 
even in the ſharpeſt winter months of ſickneſs and death. 
There are ſome very uletul trees in the world, that 
afford all neceſſaries to men, ſuch as meat, drink, ry lic, 
and clothing. Behold, God hath provided ſuch a tree 
for us. Jetus Chriſt afford us all theſe. 1. Meat: He 
tells us, That his fleſh is meat indeed ;* that is, his ficſh 
wounded and dy ing, yields ſtrengthening fuud for the ſoul, 
in reſpe of its fruits and effects. It is food well prepar- 
ed; the Holy Trinity ſpent a whole eternity in preparing 
it. Ir is meat well ſeaſoned; it is ſeaſoned with the love 


of God, ſavced with the blood of Chriſt, and ſpiced with 


the graces of the Spirit.—2. Drink: Chritt's blood is alſo 
drink indeed to the ſoul, in reſpect of its comfortable ef- 
fects; ſuch as pardon, peace, light, life, ſtrength, &c. 
Theſe ſtreams from the Rock are-moſt refreſhing, cor dial, 
and ſavoury drink ; eue to God, ſavoury to angels, 
and moſt ſav: ury to every ſoul that hath raſted it. Ir is 
a ſweet cup that is to be put into your hand, if you have 
faith, but it is poiſonous to an unworthy communicant 
that wants faith : But, if you be worthy, the dgnk will 
poiſon ſin, quicken grace, and refreſh the ſoul. Fear not, 
O believer, to take a good draught ; faith will make the 
eup medicinal and refiorative tu thy foul, and it will only 
kill and deſtroy thy luſts.— 3. Phyſie: The leaves of this 
tree are fer © healing of the nations: Chriſt hath many 
healing promiſes, which, when applied by faith, are moſt 
uſeinl ro purge out fin and corruption, and to heal all the 
ſoul's wounds and diſeaſes.— 4. This tree affords clothing 
alſo. Poor fallen Adam, when naked, went to the fig- 
tree for its leaves to cover him; but. O let his poſterity 
go to the tree of life, where they fall get infinitely better 
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clothing, even Chriſt's perſect righteouſneſs, . which is 
ſpotleſs and law biding. Behold a rich robe, ſet with the 
pearls and diamonds of heaven.—A large robe, ſo broad 
as to cover a Whole ele&t world. It allo covers all the 
{pots and infirmities of believers; ſo that not one of them 
is to be ſeen. This robe is as broad as the law, which we 
are told is exceeding broad. And it is juſt as beautiful as 
broad; for it makes every elect ſoul amiable and accepta- 
ble to God, —Never then was there ſuch a tree, either in 


the earthly or the heavenly paradiſe, as our glorious tree 


of life, Jeſus Chriſt. O hungry ſouls, here is meat! O 


_ thirſty ſouls, here is drink! O diſeaſed ſouls, here is me- 


dicine! O naked ſouls, here is clothing: O come then 
to this tree of life, and you have all things neceſſary for 
You, 
l O communicants, you are called to take a view of this 
bleſſed tree, as it was hewn, mangled, and cut down by 
the ax of juſtice, when he died upon the croſs for you. 
Even in this his mangled condition, he is a moſt beautiful 
and engaging ſight to the eye of faith! O believer, be- 
hold your princely Jeſus lifted up on a bloody croſs, on 
the top of Monut Calvary, for all nations to ſee him, ard 
gather to him for food and healing. Since that mount 
was firſt created, it never produced ſuch a tree, or ſuch 
precious fruit, as the Lord of Glory hanging on the tree 
of the croſs, that was planted there ſome hours: Chriſt's 
hanging on it changed its nature from a curſed to a bleſſed 
tree, a tree of life and ſalvation. This tree of life made 
Mount Calvary a ſweet and lovely paradiſe that day, (not- 
Withſtanding of all the ma leſactors bones that lay icatiercd 
upon it) and the fruit growing on it that day hath earich- 
ed both heaven and earth, and will fill heaven uith eter- 
nal ſongs of praile. | | 
You are likewiſe called, at this time, to draw near a 
crucificd Chriſt, the tree of life, that is always ladet! 
with fruit: Come as near as poſſibly you can win, hake 
the tree by faith, and gather as much fruit as you can; 
eat, and lay up for after times; yea, gather and lay up 
for eternity. The fruits of this tree are durable and laſting, 
pientifi | and enriching, ſweet and ſatisſy ing, manifold ad 
various, Rev. xxii. © twelve manner of fruits every month. 
which is 144 crops in the year. Likewile they are mott 
ſuitable to the wants and necefiities of your ſouls. What 
can be mere ſuitable to the guilty than pardon? to the 
| O 2 dead 
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dead than life ? te the hungry than bread ? to the thirſty 
than drink ? to the wounded than balm ? to the blind than 
eye-ſalve? to the naked than clothing? to the impotent 
than ſtrength? to the weary than reſt? to the captive 
than liberty? to the diſturbed than peace? to the bewil- 
de red than light? to the warrior than victory? All theſe, 
and innumerable more, are the ſweet and ſuitable fruits of 
abe tree of life. | 

O then, give all diligence to ſecure and clear up yonr 
intereſt in this bleſſed tree of life and its fruits, which 
are now. offered to you freely, without money or price. 
Abandon and reject the ſour and unſavoury fruits of ſin, 
the world, and your own rigliteouſneſs, and embrace the 
tree of life in the arms of faith, and all its fruits are 


Fours. Come, * fit down under his ſhadow,” at his ta- 


die, and believingly receive and feed on theſe delicious 
truits. O how delightful and refrefing is the ſhadow and 
$:clter of Chriſt's rivhteoufneſs to the fonl, that bath been 
icarched with a ſenſe of divine diſpleafvre for. ſin! This 
tadow ſkreens and protects kim from the heat of Gud's 
wrath, from the curſes of a fiery law, and from the flay- 
ih fears of death, and wrath-like diſpenſations. Then 
let every weary and ſcorched ſoul come at Chriſt's call, 
and fir down under his ſhadow : Give firm credit to the 
goſpel report concerning Chriſt's ſureryſhip, his ſufficient 
rigiteonſnels and free offers: Acquiefce heartily in this 
dleſſed contrivance of fhehker and ſafety, and put all your 


truſt and confilence in his righteculneſs alone; and 


abide contentedly under its ſhadow, without wander- 
ing from it, or going from tree to tree, as many do, 
ſecking reſt or ſhelter. Surely all who leave Chriſt, and 
wander after ihe ſhadow cf creature comforts, er their 
own doings for relief, will diſqulet themfelves iu vain ; 
for there is no ſafety or reſt any where, but under the 
chadow of the tree ef life. ere only yon will find 
protection and proviſion : This made the Spouſe ſay, 
Cant. ii. 3. © I far down under his hadow with great de- 
* light, and his fruit was fweet to my tafte.” 

Let all thoſe, who have experienced the faſety ard 
ſweetneſs of Chriſt's ſhadow and fruit, bleſs God v. ho gave 
them counſel, and diew them ta this happineſs. See that 
yeu abide cloſe under this ſhadow, and make it your con- 
tinual reſort. Chriſt ſpeaks to you, as David to Abiatbar, 
when he fled to him from Saul's cruelty, © Abide thou with 
me 
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me, ſear not, for he that ſecketh my life, ſeeketh thy 


* life, but with me thou ſhalt be ig ſafeguard'.— Likewite 
pity and pray for them who flight the tree of life, and 
are going through all the trees of the wood for reſt and 
fatis!-Ction, but cannot find it. O commend this blefled 
tree to them, and invite them to come and (it down un- 
der the ſhadow of it, where they will find all things. Say 
to them, as Philip to Nathaniel, Come and ſee.— Be 
alſo looking out, and longing for the full enjoyment of the 
tree of life in the paradiſe above, where you ſhall eter- 
naily * fing among the branches of it,” meet with all your 
friends, and eat the fruits with a far better appetite and 
re lui than ever any did here below. | 


ADVICE XVI. 


From Ja. xxxii. 2. 


A man ſhall be a hiding place from the wind, and a 
covert from the tempeſt. 


| W ſtorms or tempeſts believers are expoſ- 


ed to here, Chriſt is an excellent ſhelter and hid- 
ing place from them. Before Adam's fall, that ſin en- 
tered into the world, all was calm and ſerene; but fince- 
that, the world is become a weary wilderneſs, full of tem- 
peits; and as foon as one is laid, another is ready to blow 
There are ſtorms of outward afflictions, ſiekneſs, lofles, 
and diſappointments, and many wrath-like diſpenſations of 
Providence; there are ſtorms ef temptations from Satan, 
challenges from conſcience, thunderings from Mount Si- 
nai, deſertions from God, re proaches and perſecut ions from 
the world: And yet all theſe flurms here -7e but like drops 
before the ſhower, if compared with the terrible ftorm of 
u :ath to come, which is abiding the ungodly and unbeſiev- 
ing. But glory to infinite wiſdom and free love, ſor 
finding out a proper hiding place for loſt ſinners amidit 
theſe ſtorms, to which we are called to turn, Zech. ix. 
72. Turn ye to the ſtrong hold, ye priſoners of tope.” 
The man Chriſt is an excellent ſtrong hold and Liding « 
Place againſt all ſtorms whatſoever ; in him there i ſuſſi- 
cient room and accommodation for us, his wonnds are 
wide, his mercy large, his merits infinite, his offers free, 
dis calls molt gracigus and 3 Iſa. Aly. 23. © Loc!:- 
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© to me, and be ye ſaved, all the ends bf the earth.“ The 
acceſs is declared free, and the way patent, to all whe 
turn to this ſtrong hold fur ſhelter, and never was any ex- 
tluded that turned to it, ; 

A crucified Jeſus, O communicants, repreſented to you 
in the ſacrament, is the ſtrong hold and hiding place to 
which you are called to turn by faith for ſhelter and ſafety, 
from the ſword of juſtice. -In bim there are excellent 
clefts for ſhelter, Cant. ii. 14. and which you ought to be 
well acquainted with. There are the cleits of his wounds 
and merits, which all Chriſt's doves flee to when ſtorms 
ariſe. There is alſo the cleft of his power, the cleft of 
his wiſdom, the cleft of his love, and the cleft of his ſaith- 
fulneſs; many a ſtorm have they eſcaped in theſe clefts. 
In this hiding place there are alſo chambers of ſafety, to 
which you may retire when the tempeſt blows, Iſa. xxvi. 
20, There are the chambers of Chriſt's offices and ſweet 
relations, which he hath aſſumed for the ſafety and com- 
fort of believers; in each of theſe many of them have 
found ſhelter when ſtorms have blown. There is alſo the 
pleaſant chamber of his covenant, with the cloſets of its: 
promiſes, which afford ſweet retiring places in tempeſtu- 
ous times. O ſtudy to be acquainted with ttem. David 
was well acquainted with the well ordered covenant and: 
its promiſes, and had his recourſe thereto in troublous 
times, and particularly when he was threatened with the 
orm of death. 2. Sam. xxiii. 5. Although my houſe be 
not ſo with God, yet he hath made with me an cver- 
« laſting covena:t, ordered in all things and fare; this is 


© all my falvation.” And he pleads the promiſes of this 


covenant for his fatety, Pſalm. cxix. 49. © Remember thy 
* word to thy tervant, upon which thou Laſt cauſed me to 
* hope. Come then by the exerciſe of faith, and ſhut 
yourtelves up in theſe ſweet chambers at the Lord's ta- 
ble, aud take complacency in viewing and walking thro' 

them. 
Chrift crucified is a covert and hiding place to believers, 
and to every thing that belongs to them: He is even a 
vert to their bodies in time of danger, ſo was he to his 
diſciples when the ſtorm was breaking upon himſelf, John 
Xviii. 8, If ye ſeek me, let theſe po their way.“ But 
more eſpecially he is a covert to their ſouls, theſe he ac- 
counts precious as hisjewels; he hides them in his wounds, 
and keeps them by bis power, through faith, unto fal- 
— _ 
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vation.“ He is allo a covert to their graces, and keeps 
them in life when ready to die, and faves them from being 
overwhelmed in the day of tempeſt. What had become of 
David and of Peter's grace, uuder violent ſtorms of temp» 
tation, if he had not been a covert to them. Many a time 
hath he preſerved the {moking flax, and the bruiſed reed, 
under the moſt dangerous ſtorms. Likewiſe Chriſt is a 


covert to their evidences and marks of grace; he preſerves 


them, and keeps them legible, after many blots which {in 
and Satan do caſt upon them: He hath the bleſſed art of 
recovering and clearing up their evidences, when they are 
frequently given up for loſt in times of backſliding 

Let all conſider how miſerable they are who have no 


intereſt in this hiding place; you that are out of Chrilt, 


have no covert from the tempeſt, you can neither have 


tafety nor comfort in times of trouble. Nay, when any 
itorm blows from without againſt you, a guilty conſcience 
will be ready to raiſe a florm within; and alſo ſhew you 
a more terrible ſtorm gathering againſt you, even the wrath 
that i come; wrath {till coming, but never alF come; 
a ſtorm that will {ti}] be blowing, but never will blow 0+ 
ver. O what will become of you, if death come upon you 
i. this ſhelterleſs ſtate, when out of Chriſt the only hiding. 
place! to be ſure then * hell will follow the pale hot ſe. 
To who then will ye flee for help or thelter ? The rocks 
or hills will not be a hiding place to yur, if Chriſt do ned 
hide you: No creature will tkreen or pity you, if Chritt do- 
it not: All the creitures will take part with their Creator 
aga inſt you, and inſtead of hiding you, they will be ready 
0 divulge and accuſe you to the purſuer, the juſtice of 
God.“ If you cry to tlie heavens, O cannot tle vaſt ex- 
panded heavens afford me a hiding place frum the tempeſ? ? 
No, will they lay, there is no refuge, no entrance here 
{or the lighters of Chriſt; we will open cnly to rain fire 
and brimſtone, and furicus ftorms upon their heads, If 
you lcok to the air, and fay, Is there no hiding place thro? 
the vaſt regions of the a.: for me? No, the air is tranſ- 
parent, and wilkdiſcover the crinij:al, and will raile a 
whirlwind of wrath to blow you into hell. If you cry to 
the ſea, Is there no hiding place in all the depths of the 


ſpacious ſea to ſhelter me frem the Lamb's wrath? No, 


the ſea will give up her dcad to be judged, and will rage 
furiouſly againſt you. If you look to the earth, Is there 
no caye nar pit in all the earth to hide me from the dread- 


fu} itorm ? No, the carth, inſtead of hiding you, will oz en 
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its mouth, and let you go quick down to hell, for ſlight ing 
the wonnds of Chriſt, that were opened to ſhelter you. 

O let every ſinner then flee now, while it is time, 10 
theſe bleſſed wounds of jeſus for fafety : Be of good com- 
fort.“ O ſinner, * riſe, he calleth thee ;* riſe and come, 
tor there is yet room; forſake all falle ſhelters and lying 
refuges. Ablolne mercy, a blameleſs walk, convictions, 
reſolutions, prayers, tears, ordinances, miniſters will nut 
be a hiding place to you, it Chriſt be neglected. Nothing 
can farisfy juſtice, or ſkreen from wrath, but the wounds 
and blood of the Redeemer; therefore ſee to make theſe 
only your covert and hiding place. 

It concerns all to try if they have got zmo this hiding 
place, and if they be among Chriſt's “hidden ones; 1% 
believers are called, Pſal. Ixxxiii. 3. If you be among the 
hidden ones, you will have a hidden life, and be acquaint- 
ed with a life of ſecret prayer and correſpondence with 
heaven, and a liſe of faith and leaning upon the Son of 
God ; you'll have hidden food, meat the world knows not 
of, the hidden manna of communion with God. Youu'llhave 
hidden clothing, and be acquainted with putting off your own 
rags, and putting on the hidden garment of Chriſt's righ- 
teouſneſs.— You M have hidden firengrh, and be acquaint- ;] 
with borrowing ſtrengtk from Chriſt both for work and 
warfare. — You'll tive upon hidden ſupports in dark and 
calamitous times, and draw comfort from the promiſes, 


Chriſt as your ling place, you'll be among Chrilt's poor 
and needy ones, for it is to ſuch he is a refuge, Iſa. xxv. 
4. Do yo. ſee, your own emptinels, ill 5 and 
inſufficiency, and depend upon free mercy for every crumb ? 
Are you [till begping at a throne of grace, and inglining to 
exalt free grace? Say ing, Nut unte us, but to Chritt be 
© the glory; he is © all our falvation and all our deſire.” 
Happy are they who can lay claim to theſe marks. 


ADVICE Xvtl. 
From 1 Kings xix. 9. 
The Lord faid unto him, What doſt then here, Elijah ? 


| Bl is the concern of every man, to be always in caſe to 
give accouat to God of his errand and deſign in every 
| piece 
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and make theſe the ground of your hope. — If you be in 
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piece of work he is employed in; and ſo ought commu- 
nicants at the Lord's table, when God or his miniſters 
aſk them, as the Lerd did Elijah, What doſt thou here, 
communicant ? What is your buſineſs and errand at this 
table? Can you ſay, I have many errands here; I come, 
upon my Saviour's call, io celebrate the memorial of his 
dying love, that his name may be remembered to all ge- 
nerations? And worthy is the Lamb that was ſkin*' to 
be admired, adored, and praiſed for ever.—I come alſo 
to ſubſcribe and ſeal a marriage contract with bim in the 
moſt ſolemn manner, before all the perſons of the glorious 
Trinity, before the elect angels, and before all the con- 


gregation, Seeing Chriſt doth once more call me to it, 


after many a brcken tryſt, and bath put on his marriage 
robes, his dyed garments, to win and engage my beart, I 
come to join bands with him before God, angels, and men, 
and take them all witneſſes to the bargain. Surely this is 
a good errand : O that the long ſpoken of match may now 


hold. 


Can you ſay, Iam come to a rich and liberal Saviour, 
to ſupply my needs out of his fulneſs. I come on a good 


day when he uſes to deal bountiſully with the poor and 


needy, and to ſay to them, as the King to Eſther, What 
© is thy petition ? and what is thy requeſt ??'— Well, is thy 
petition ready? Doſt thou come with the publican's peti- 
tion, Cod be merciſul to me a ſinner ? Or with David's 
petition, © Lord be merciſul to me; heal my foul, for I 
have ſinned againſt thee ?* Or with that petition, © Purge 
me with byſfop, and I ſtall be clean; waſh me, and I 
C ſhall be v hiter than the ſnow ?* Or with that, Let my 
* ſepl live, and it ſhall praiſe thee?* Or do you come with 
the Spouſe's petitions and requeſts, © Draw me, and we 
Vu ill run run after thee? Awake O north wind; and come 
thou ſouth ; blow! upon my garden, that the ſpices there- 
« of may flow out? Surely theſe petitions are agreeable to 


your Redeemer ; ſee that vou infiſt upon them, and preſs 


fur an anſwer. Study to have a lively feeling at this time 
of all your wants.— Would you have them all ſupplied at 
once? Then come and embrace a crucihed Jeſus in the 
arms of faith, and he will fully anfwer them all. Would 
you have all your five ſenſes fatisfied at once? Behold 
Chriſt invites you to come to him to pet it done. Would 
you have the ſenſe of ſeeing ſatisfied ? Then he ſays to you 
© Look to me, and be ye ſaved. —Pehold me, behold me! 
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© Behold King Solomon, with the crown' on his bead !— 
Would you have the ſenſe of bearing ſatisfied ? Then faith 
he, * Incline thine ear; hearken to me; give ear to my 
© voice.” Would you have the ſenſe of taſting ſatisfied ? 
He ſaith © O taſte and ſee that God is good.“ Would you 
have the ſenſe of touching ſatisfied? He ſaith © Reach hi- 
ther thy hand, thruſt it into my (ide ;* feel the wounds 


made by the ſpear and the nails. Would you have the. 


ſenſe of ſmelling ſatisfied ? Come rhen to Chriſt, whoſe 
© name is as ointment poured forth;“ and whoſe * gay- 
ments ſmell of aloes, myrrh, and cafſia.” Come here 
2 all your ſpiritual fenſcs ſatisfied at Chriſt's full 
eaſt, 

Object. But I am afraid I am! not among theſe invited 
gueils that Chriſt will make welcome. Anſ. Have you a- 
ny of the ſcripture characters of thoſe that Chriſt invites? 
Are you among his friends? Do you wiſh well to his cauſe 
and intereſt? then Chriſt ſaith to you, Eat, O friends,” 
Cant. v. i. Is your heart open to Chriſt's offers, and wil 
ling to accept bimin all his offices? Then he ſaith to ſuch, 
he will come and ſup with them.“ Rev. iii. 20. Doth 
your heart lore him? Then he faith, He © will manifeſt 
© himſelf” to ſuch, John xiv 21. Are you poor and nee- 
dy? Then he faith, The needy ſhall not be forgotten, 
Pſal. ix. 13. Do you ſee yourſelf a loſt ſinger? Then he 
ſairh, He is © come to ſeek and call ſuck, Luke xix. 10. 


Matth. ix. 13. Do you feel fin to be a heavy burden? Then 


he bids the heavy laden come to him, Matth. xi. 29. 
Do you hunger and thirſt for Chriſt? He ſaith, © He fills 
* the hungry with good things,” Luke i. 53. Are you 
ſenſible backſlidings? He invites ſuch to come to him, 
Jer. iii. 14. Are you deſirous to put on the wedding gar- 
ment of imputed righteoufneſs? Then, to be ſure, you 
ſhall neither be excluded, nor neglected. Do you ear- 
neſtly ſeek for his Holy Spirit? He aſſures you, he is more 
willing to © give the Spirit to them that afk it, than lov- 
© ing parents are to give bread to their hungry children.” 
What is men's compaſſion tu their children, in compariſen 


of Chriſt ta his? Well then, you may reſt on Chritt's 


word ; for he is not more free in waking promiſes, than 
faithful in making them good. He is a God that keeps 
*-covenant to a thouſand generatiors.” Venture then up- 
on his word, and come to his table with hope and expecta- 
tion to get all your wants ſupplied. 


Ler 


cloſe view of his wounds, and of the blood that ſtreams 


_ wounds in his hands, feet, and (ide; which like fo many 
mourhs are wide opened to ipeak to believing communi- 
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Let me again aſk you, as God did Elijah, What doſt 
thou here, communicant ? Can you ſay that you are come 
to get a heart affecting ſight of the blood and wounds of 
the glorious Redeemer, fo as you may love Chriſt,-and 
hate fin more than ever? That is a good errand, and what 
God will ſurely approve. Come then, draw near, as it 
were, to the foot of the cro's, and take a narrow and 


from them. Obſerve how faſt the blood runs down from 
his hands to the ground, faſter than ever tears ran down 
from yuur eyes for ſin, that cauſed the ſhedding ot, bis 
blood! Chriſt is not {paring of his blood for you, howe- 
ver ſparing you be of your tears for him. Draw yet near» 
er, and lay yorr ear to his wounds, efpecially his five big 


eants, Liſten and hear what they ſay: What is the lan- 
guaye of the two wounds in his hands? * Come to me, 
© and caſt your guilty ſoul into my bleeding out ſtretched 
arms, and I'll fave you from the ſword of juſtice. 
Lay your car to the two wounds in his feet, and hear what 
they ſay, Ron to me, and caſt yourſelf down at mz feet,” 
and I'll protect yon from the avenger of blood. Hearken 
to the deep wound in his ſide, ſaying, © Flce to me, O 
trembling dove, and I'll ſhelter thee in this cleft of the 
rock: Thou haſt now ſree acceſs to the ark, behold the 
window opened in the ſide of it; look in at it, and fee 
my heart burning with love: Yea. * thruſt in thy hand to 
my ſide' unbelieving Thomas, and feel my bleeding 
* heart' how warm it is to you, and “ be no more faith» 
“ leſs, but velieving.” | 

O communicant, can yer come to the fuor of Chriſt's 
croſs, and ſee his wounds, and hear ſuch language, and 
yorr heart not be affected wiih love to Chriſt, and hatred 
to fin? Can you behold Chriſt thus cruelly uſed, nailed to 
the tree, bleeding and dying in your room! Can you ſee 
the heavens turning black, the ſun drawing in its head; 
the earth quaking, and the rocks rending at the ſufferings 
of? the Son of. God, and your heart not quake for fin, that 
awakened the ſword of juſtice againſt bim as cur ſurety ? 
O. what cauſe have you to be aſhamed of the hardneſs 
and unconcernedneſs of your hearts at ſuch a fight, and 10 
cry to God that the heart of ſtone may be chauged into a 
heart of fleſh, and that the fire of Chriſt's love = de- 
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ſcend and kindle ſuch a flame in your ſoul, as may melt 
your frozen affections, and conſume the ſtubble of your 
luſts and corruptions. Of old the Lord uſed to anſwer his 
people's prayers and ſacrifices by fire from heaven: Pray 
that he may anſwer your's in ke manner, by kindling a 
holy fire in your ſoul, as he did in the heart of the two 
diſciples going to Emmaus; even a twofold fire, to wit, a 
fire of love to Chriſt, and a fire of indignation agaiaſt fin. 
O love the Lord Jeſus as your treaſure and portion; let 
your thoughts be mainly upon hicu, and your ſoul's breath- 
ing after him. Be much concerned for bis intereſt and 
cauſe, and for the ſpreading of his kingdom and glory ia 
the world. And be looking out, and longing for the full 
and perfect enjoyment of him. Likewiſe keep up a ftrong 
averſion to ſin, and to what is oppoſite to Chriſt, and in- 
jurious to his intereſt and kingdom ; look always upon 
fin as the grand enemy and murderer of Chrift, and there- 
fore do not ſpare it. 


—— . — 5 
ADVIe E Anl. 


From Febn V. 6. 
Feſus ſaith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole * 


"EP miraculous healing pool of Betheſda, at which 


the impotent man had lain thirty eight years, was 
a type of the Meſſiah, and the fountain of his blood open- 
ed and ſet forth in goipe] ordinances, for healing all our 
ſpiritual diſeaſes. And Chriſt's method of healing this man 
teaches us, That if we would be healed, we muſt be wil- 
ling to wait at the pool of ordinances, till the Spirit come 
to ſtir the waters, apply the blood, and effect the cure. 
And in the mean time, we muſt be ſenſible of our diſeaſe, 
and look up to Chriſt our great phyſician, with earneſt 
deſires for healing. This is imported in Chriſt's queſtion, 
* Wilt thou be made whole?“ 
O communicants, you are diſeaſed by fin, andthe plagues 
of your hearts; theſe have blaſted the primitive beauty of 
the foul, and brought on it a ghaſtly deformity, with much 


pain and weakneſs. Your diſeaſes are manifold ; atheiſti- 


cal thoughts, miſbelief, and ignorance of God's truths, are 


woeful plagues; hardneſs of hear", and earthly minded- 


neſs, formality, and heart wandering in duty, truſting to 
your 
N 


dlood to his particular diſeaſes. Faith is a healing grace, 
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r own righteouſneſs, ingratitude, and backſliding from 
Bod, theſe are diſeaſes you onght all to be ſenſible of, 
God would have © every man to know the plague of his 
< own heart,“ x Kings viii. 38. in order to his being made 
whole. Theſe are the ſick that Chriſt is ready to come ts 
heal, Matth. ix. 12. Chriſt firſt makes men ſick and ſenſible 
before he makes them whole. Have you then any acquain- 
tance with this healthful, preparatory ſickneſs? Have you 
been made ſenſible af the dangerous nature of your diſeaſe, 
and thoughtſul and ſolicitous about the iſſue of it? Have 
you been made to groan and moan under the burden of 
your diſeaſe, {aying, * I am troubled and bowed down 
* greatly, I go mourning all the day long?“ Have you 
ſcen there is no healing in yourſclves, or in your convic- 
tions, prayers, tears, or reformations? and that it is only 
in Chriſt, who hath an infinite fulneſs of merit and ſpirit 
ta ſuit your deſperate malady? Are you willing to ſubmit 
to the phyſician's preſcriptions for healing? Be the pill or 
potion never fo bitter, you will ſwallow it: Is it your 
cry, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?“ Theſe are 
tokens of a right preparatory ſickneſs. May the Holy 
Ipirir work them in you. 

The great meritorious means of your healing is the blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt, which is ſet before you in the ſacrament, 
for you to look to and apply by faith. As the Iſrac lites 
were made ſenſible of their ſtings before they locked to 
the brazen ſerpent for healing, ſo muſt ye, in order to 
your prizing of Chriſt, and looking to his blood for heal- 
ing your ſpiritual plagues. Now the fountain is open, and 
the healing ſtreams run freely on both tides of the table: 
Come then, with a feeling of your diſeates, and bathe in 
them for curing your hard hearts, your blind eyes, your 
weak hands, your ſeeble knees, your lame feet, and cold 
affetians.—O impotent man, are you lying at the ſide of 
the pool while the waters are ſtirring? Have you ne 
{trength to mave forward, and is there none to put you 
in? O then, look up to Chriſt, that healed the impotent 
man after many years waiting: Look to him by faith, as 
he calls you, Iſa. xlv. 22. © Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, 
© all the ends of the earth.“ As I offer myſelf to every 
diſeaſed ſoul in particular, as well as to all in general, ſ@ 
let every ſoul embrace me as his Saviour, and apply my 


not only its touches, but its very looks are healing: hence 
P Chritt 
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Chriſt ſaid to ſeverals who were healed, * Thy faith bath 
© made thee Whole.“ O lee then if you have got this 
healing faith. 

Queit. How may I know if my faith be of this kind? Anf. 
A healing faith will make the ſoul heartily approve the 
goſpel method of ſalvation, embrace God's teſtimony, and 
Cloſe with his goſpel offer in all reſpects. And it hath in 
it, an appropriating truſt and contdence in the merit and 
virtue of Chriſt's blood, offered to the (inner in particular 
for his pardon and healing, which makes him reſt upon 
Chriſt as his Saviour, and venture his feul and ſalvation 
upon his merit and promiſe. In this healing faith of a 
diſeaſed ſinner, there is a particular acceptance of, and 
confidence in a crucified Chriit, correſponding to that tree 
goſpel offer which he makes of bimlel!t tu the diſtreſſed ſoul. 


This faith brings him to a fixed ref{ulvtion to lie at the phy- 


ſician's door, and depend upon him alone for healing. And 
it makes him caſt open all the doors and rooms of his foul 
ro receive and entertain his phylician. Now, O poor im- 
potent ſoul, if there be ſuch a faith as this wrought in thee, 
then thy ſaith in Chriſt makes thee whole. The healin 
balm is applied, the cure begun, and ſhall ſherrly be per- 
feted. * Be of good cheer, ihy fins are forgiven thee ; 
£ Jeſus Chriſt maketh thee whole.” 

It concerns yon alſo, to try if the happy fruits and eſ- 
fects of this healing faith appear in yuuv, whereby you 
may conclude, that the ſtrength of your diſeaſe is broken, 
by virtue of the blood of Chriit; and that you have got 
it applied for cui ing your heart atheiſm, bardneſs, unbe- 
lief, price, eder þ and particularly your weakneſs of 
hands and ſeebleneſs of knees: So that, though formerly 
they were fo weak and feeble, that you could not lift up 
the one, nor bow duwn the other in prayer with any fer- 
vency and livelineſs, yet new it is otherwiſe : Then this 
is a good token the ſtrength of the diſeaſe is broken, Chrift 
has taken you into his holpital, and has yon under cure, 
by the daily application of his blood and ſpirit, and you 
are on the way of recovery.—Can you fay further, Thar 
your drought is greatly abated, your thirſt aiter fin and 


the world; and that your appetite for ſoul food, commu- 


nion with Chritt in ordinances, is happily increaſed? Can 
you bear the light better than before Do vou love ſearch- 
ing ſermons? All theie are good iigns.—Have you a high 
eſteem of your phy ſician, and do ycu entertain him kind- 
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ly when he viſits you? Have you recovered more ſtrength 
and willingneſs to ſexve him in the way of commanded 
duties? And have you a holy fear and jealouſy of every 
thing that might bring on a relapſe into your old diſtem- 
pers? Then there is good hope, through grace, that your 
faith is a healing faith, the work of healing is begun, and 


fo far carried on. Chriſt is our rock, and his work is 


perfect. | 

O then ſtudy to be thankful to your great phyſician, 
ſaying, © What ſhall I render to the Lord for all his bene- 
* fits towards me? Bleis the Lord, O my foul, and for- 
get not all his benefits: Who forgiveth all thine iniqui- 
© tics, healeth all thy diſeaſes, and redeemeth thy ſoul 
from deſtruction; who reneweth thy youth like the 
eagle's, maketh thee run and not weary, walk and not 
faint.—Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who, according to his abundant mercy, hath 
begorten us again to a lively bope, by the reſurrection 
of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, to an inheritance incor» 
ruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerv- 
ed in heaven for us.“ Then the cure ſhall be fully per- 
fected, and we ſhall dwell always beſide our phylician, 
and enjoy perfect and vinterrupted health for ever and 
ever,—Expreſs your thankfulneſs while you are here, by 
being witneſſes for Chritt, ſhining as lights before others, 
commending Chriſt and his ways to them, hating all fin, 
abſtaining from it, reproving ſin in others, and teſtifying 
againit it, Be meek and lowly in your carriage, deal 
uprightly with all men, love all that bear Chriſt's image, 
be zealons for family religion, for ſanétifying the Sab- 
bath, and attending God's ordinances. Pray earneſtly for 
the coming of Chriit's kingdom upon the earth, and do all 
you can to promete It. 

Watch and pray againſt backſlidings and relapſes into 
old diſtempers, and fur that end be humble and ſelf-ditft- 
dent, be denied to your own ſtiength and conduct, and be 
always jealous of your corrupt and deccitful hearts. © Live 
* by faith upon the Son of God, looking to him both for 
righteouſneſs and ſtrength. And becauſe you are environed 
with enemies, put on the whole armour of God, that you 
© may be able to ſtand againſt the wiles of the devil.“ It 
is not the armour of yeur own reloletions, it is the ar- 
mour of God, even the graces of the Spirit. It is not 


ſome graces or parts of that armoyr, it is the whole ar- 
* mcur, 
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mour, all the Cur iſl ian graces. It is not enough to have 
the armour in the houſe, or grace in the habit; no, it muſt 
be put on, daily worn and exerciſed. God hath provided 
different pieces of armour for you, the {word of the Spirit, 
the ſhield of faith, the helmet of hope, the breaſt-plate of 
righteouſneſs ; but there is nothing for the back, for God 
ditowns run-aways, Heb. x. 38. © If any man draw back, 
&c." 


 --- © 


ADVICE XIX. 


From Exod. xii. 14. | 
And this day ſhall be nnto you for a memorial. 


S the Paſlover feaſt was a memorial both of the de- 
liverance from Egypt, and the redemption by Chriſt, 
ſo a Communion Sabbath is a memorial of ſundry remark- 


able things, and uught to be held as a moiſt memorable 


day by every believer, as it brings to our remembrance 
the greateit events and ble flings. | 

1. A Communion Sabbath isa lively memorial of Chriſt's 
death ; fur the ſacrament adminiſtered that day by breakng 
of bread, and pour ing out of wine, is a viſible repreferta- 
tion of Chriſt's death, by the breaking of Chriſt's body, 
und pouring forth his blood on the crols; an event Which 
God will have remembered to the end of the world, and 
through all eternity. Why, becauſe by it God's perfc ctions 
are highly glorified, and the elect world redeemed from 
hell. Chriit did inſtitute the ordinance to be a ſtanding 
monument of his death while the world ſtands, 1 Cor. xi. 
26. As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye 


do ſhew the Lord's death till he come.“ Ard a monument 


of the wonderſul love of God in giving his Son, and ef 
the Son in giving hunſelf to be a ſacrifice tor our fins, who 
were utterly unworthy of his love. By this memorial 
God would teach us the ineftimable value of Chriſt's 
death, as the greateſt obligation he ever put upon the 
world, and that we ought to declare our gratitude to God 


for the fayour in the moſt open and public manner, ard 


rely upon Chriſt's death and facrifice as the fuundation of 
all our hopes of pardon and falvation,—The death of 
Jeſus Chriſt is the moſt worthy ſubject of the diſcourſe and 
Praiſe, both of the redeemed on earth and the glorified in 
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heaven, according to Rev. i. 5.— v. 9. 12. Eence it was 
that Moſes and Eltas, when they came from heaven to 
Mount Tabor to wait upon their Lord when transfigured, 
they made choice of Chrilt's death for the fubject of their 
converſation, Luke ix. 31. And good reaſon, for Chriſt's 
death was the ſpring and cauſe of all their glory in heaven; 
neither Moſes nor Elias had ſhined there, if it had not been 
for Chriſt's death. | 

a. A Communion Sabbath is a ſpecial memorial to us 
of Chriſl's reſurrection from the grave, which was on the 
firſt day of the week, and hence called the Lord's day, it 
being the moſt honourable day to our Lord Redeemer, and 
the molt joyful day to all the redeemed, as it gave a clear 
proof of the perfection of Chriſt's facrifice he offered te 
divine juſtice, and that our ſurety's ſatisfaction was ac- 
cepted for our complete juſtification and abſolution. Here - 
by it appeared that the elect's debt was diſcharged, their 
redemption finithed, and their cautioner liberated frum pri- 
ſun. This day Chriſt was“ declared to be the Son of God 
* with power.” As his death did ſhew him to be truly 
man, ſo his reſurrection did manifeſt him to be truly God, 
and the great Redeemer of the world. This was the day 
of Chriſt's victory and triumph, in which he ſolemnly ap- 
peared to be the Captain of vur Salyation, and obtained a 
glorious victory over all his and the Church's enemies. 
This day he triumphed over the grave, death, and hell, and 
over fin, Satan, and wicked mer. Now death was un- 
tinged, the grave loft its purchaſe, the ſerpent's head was 
bruiſed, the powers of hell vanqu ed, and they were all 
ſu allowed up in vistary. Likewiſe Chriſt by his refurrec+ 
tion, as the head ut the Church, gave to all the members 
of his body a ſure ple dge and earneſt of their reſurrection 
from the grave at the laſt day, to immortality and eternal 
life. And on this day he reſted from all his works of fuf- 
fer ing and redemption, and rejoiced in the review of them. | 
with infinite delight and complaceucy. Now a Commu - 
nion Sabbath is a bright memorial of this glorious day, 


_ Which is to be had in everlaſting remembrance, O be- 


liever, remember it with thankfulneſs and joy. 
3. This day is a memorial of your f{piritual reſurrectiun 


and new birth, as it declares your reception into God's 


family, and ſeals your title to the privileges of his chil 


. dren, that you are born © heirs of God, and jeint keirs with 


© Chriſt, of the heayenly A Aud though the 
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Lord's ſupper be not a converting ordinance in its own 
nature, yet the preaching of a crucifed Chriſt this day, 
has been the means of converting many theuſands, and, in 
many others, of beginning the pangs and forerunners of 
the new birth, to wit, ſaving convictions of ſin, and en- 
quiries after Chriſt, and ſalvation through him, which have 
landed in their converſion. O pray that it may be ſuch a 
day to you and many others. | 

4. This day is a memorial of your marriage day, be- 
cauſe on it you enter into, or renew your marriage cove- 
nant with Chrilt, the bridegroom of the Church. Mini- 
ſters, by the goſpe! offers, court your fouls to Chriſt, ſay- 
ing, as thoſe did to Rebekah, Gen. xxiv. 58. Will yen 


* go with the man Chriſt?“ On the communion day, you 


lolemnly give your anſwer as he did, we will go;” ard 
at the Lord's table you ſeal your engagement to him.— 
Likewiſe this day is a memorial of the conſummation of 
your marriage with Chriſt at the great day, when he will 
come to receive home bis efpouled bride, and conduct her 
To the King's palace with joy and triumph. O prepare and 
long for that day. 

5. The Communion Sabbath is a memorial of your cru- 
cifying ſin, which was the cauſe of your Redeemer's 
death. At this ordinauce you draw virtue from the death 
of Chriſt, to kill fin and mortify ſtrong Juſts. Many 
wreſliling believers have been enabled, at this occaſion, rc 
give a death's wound to thoſe luſts and idols they had been 
long ſtrngyling againſt before. Reſolve then, in Chrilt's 
ſtrength, that ſin ſhall ot outlive this day; it is molt juſt 
to revenge the death of Chriſt upon it. 

6. A Communion Sabbath is a memorial of Chriſt's con- 
queſt and coronation : For on this day Chriſt frequently 
receives the ſruit and reward of the travel of bis foul ad 
kis bitter agonies, by overcoming hearts, de poſing Stan 
zrom his throne, and delivering ſouls from bis thraldom, 
and tranſlating them into his own kingdom. And, at this 
eccaſion, all worthy communicants do, as it were, put a 
crown of glory and honour upon Chriſt's head, by renoun- 
eing ſin, Satan, and all that had exerciſed dominion over 
. them before, and giving their full and hearty conſent, that 

. Chrilt alone ſhall reign over them for ever. Cbriſt is ſo 
delighted with this, that be eſteems it as his coronation 
dy, Cant. iii. 11. O come then, and yield your hearts to 


Chriſt, aud pra that aue communion day way be a wy 
| * 
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of his coronation and conqueſt, when finners ſhall give 
their free and willing conſent to the derbronitg of Satan, 
and enthroning of King Jeſus; come under Chriſl's 
ſeeptre and government, and abandon all bis enemies, for 
be hath beſt right to the throne, and tle juſteſt title 10 
reign over you. - 

7. A Cummunion Sabbath is a Iively memorial and em- 
blem of the everlaſting Subbath above, and the heavenly 
ſcaſt there that ſhall never end, which Chriſt bath purchaſ- 
ed and promiſed to his people. Why? becaule on a 
Communion Sabbath here, there js an aflemblirg of God's 
people to give thanks for redeeming love, and to feed ups 
en Chriſt and his purchaſe, with ſatisfa&ion and ſongs of 
praiſe. In like manner, in the heaverly Sabbath, there 
will be a great gathering of all the ſaints through all the 
world, to admire and praiſe God for redeeming goodnels, 
and to fit down and fealf with Chriſt for ever, upon the 
bent fits of bis purchale. O how great is the plenty, va- 
riety, the fulneis of proviſion and fatisf:&licn which is at 
the upper table! there they feed upon eternal redempt.on 
from hell and wrath, perfeft freedom {rom {in and Satan, 
and trom all afflictions and complaints: They feed upen 
the glorious preſence of God in human nature, the conſtant 
minings of his face, and intimations cf his love; the 
bright diſcoveries of the works of God in creation and 
providence, and eſpecially in the redemption of men by 
Chriſt. And in this teſtival they have j eife ct ſatisſact ion, 
joined with eternal ſongs of praiſe. Put O how far will 
he Communion Sabbatbh'above excel thule we have here 
beoW! Here we are «ft put to mix cur praiſes with 
mourning and tears, berauſe of fin prevailing, or the Spirit 
withdrawing. Here Judaſes and unworthy gueſts«thrufk 
in among the diſciples, but at the higher table there is 
no ſuch mixture, all is pure ard hely, and there is bought 
to allay their joy. Here our Coromunion Sabbaths are 
ſoon over, and have nights, week days, and trials to ſuc- 
ceed them; but the Communian Sabbath above, the feaſt, 
mulic, and aſſembly are everlaſting, without interruption 
or uneafinels of any fort. O then improve theſe ſhorr 
Sabbaths, as memorials and means to prepare you for this 
everlaſting Sabbath, and in all ordinagces here, keep your 
eye vpon the heavenly feſtival, 
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AD V1 6 &- As 


From Jeremiah iii. 19. 
How hall I put thee among ie children? Thou ſhalt © 
cail me, my Father. 


HOUGH there be great mountains of difficulties in 
the way of ſinners lalvaticn, yet God, in his free 
mercy, hath found out an expedient to get over them; e- 
ven by making choice of God as our Cod and Father in 
Chriſt.— That you may adinire his grace the more, take 
a view of the qiſlicukies that lie in the way. God might 
lay, How ſhall I put thee among the children' of my 
family, who are the offspring of apoſtate and rebellious 
p-rents, who ungratefully departed from God without any 
provocation, ſold themlelves to the devil ta do his drudge- 
ry, and rebelled age. ut a moſt gracious God, and loving 
Father? And how {hall I put you, that have finned after 
the ſimilitude of Adam, among my children? How ſhall 
I be reconciled to ſuch treacherous dealers: — Again he 
might ſay, © How ſhall I put you among my children,” who 
are concemned rebels jn the Hands of my infinite juſtice, 
and when I am engaged by my truth to deſtroy, having 
laid, © The loul that fianeth ſhall die.“ Here is a burning 
mountain of juſtice in the way of your ſalvation ; how 
Hall mercy get over ir to help you ?—* Huw ſhall J put 
* you amuiig my children,” whole hearis are full of en- 
mity againſt me, ard have all your days been ploitir 
with the devil, and aſſiſting him to fight againſt me, ind 
pull thy crown oft my bead ?—* How fthallI put youamorg 
© my children,“ who are lo deformed, polluted, and loth- 
ſome creatures, as black as hell can make yon, who have 
all your days been wallywwing in the mire, and drenchcd 
in the puddle uf fio ?—* How ſhall I put you among my 
children, who have been all your days Satan's vaſlals, 
drudging at his work, grinding in bis prifon, and ſerving 
diverſe luſts and pleaſures ?—+ How ſhall I put you among 
* my children,“ who are impotent and lame, cannot run 
wy errands, nor move one ſtep in my ſervice, nor do any 
thing to pleale or glorify me ?--* How ſhall I put you a- 
* mong my children,“ who bate my children and my image 
in them, and have preferred the devil's children to mine? 
| * How 


SACRAMENTAL ADVICES, 177 


How ſhall I put you among my children,“ that hate my 
children's bread, and chuſe rather to feed on huſks with 
the (wine? * Hew ſhall I put you among my children,” 
that never liked my children's work, never loved prayer, 
praile, nor any ſpiritual employment? © How ſhall I pur 
© you among my children, who are ſinners in Zion, have 
ſuten many years under goſpel offers and calls to come to 
Chriſt, and have lighted them all, and bolted the door a- 
gainſt my dear Son, and quenched the motions uf my Spi- 
Tit? © How ſhall I put you among my children,“ who 
have been ſo impenitent and hard hearted all your days, 
as never to drop one tear for any of all the black and 
bcinous ſins you have committed againſt me? © How ſhall 
I put you among my children,” who have never kept une 
word to me, but have broken all your baptiſmal engage- 
ments, and gone over to the devil's camp, and harbuured 
my enemies! O how is it that God can come over thele 
mountains, to put ſuch as you among the -children, and 
allow you to fit down at the children's table, and eat uf 
their bread ? how is this conſiſtent with the honour and 
holineſs of God? 

Bleſſed be God who hath found ont a w>y for his mercy 
to come over all theſe mountains, by providing a Media- 
tor and ſurety to fatisfy juſtice for our ſins, and proclaim- 
ing a new covenant, that whoſoever accepts of the Me- 
diator, and makes choice of God 2s his God and Father in 
him, tha!ll be taken into God's family, and be numbered 
among his children, notwithſtanding of all that you have 
done to provoke him to caſt you off. Thou ſhalt call 
me, my Father.” Wonderful condeſcenſion, that be ſhould 
allow ſuch prodigals and run-aways at all to ſpeak to him, 
and far more that he ſhould put words in their mouths, 
and ſuch kindly words, as © my Father!“ amazing good» 
neſs ! 

If you would make this addreſs aright, and take hold 
of his covenarit, fo as you may be teken in among the 
children of God, and allowed to come to his table and 
eat of their bread, you mult be truly grieved for your 
long rebelling againſt your heavenly Father, and flighting 
his offers of mercy and parden through Chriſt ; you muſt 
be degply humbled before him, and fali in with the goſ- 
pel method of acceſs w him by a Mediator; you muſt quit 
all dependence on your own righteouſneſs, and break with 


all your Father's enemies; you mult make a free and hearty 
x 1 85 choice 
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choice of God, as your God and Father in Chriſt, reſting 
wholly upon Chritt's mediation and righteouſneſs for ac- 
eeptaiice with God ;—you muſt make a ſorrender of your- 
ſelves, and all you have to him, and engage in Chriſt's 
ſtrength to ſerve him, as obedient children, deſirous to 
pleale your Father in all things. 

O come then, enter into covenant with Gad, and make 
choice of him as your Father in Chriſt; this is the only 
expedient for removing the difficukies id the way of your 
ſalvation, and for taking you into God's family, and num- 
bering you among his children ; unleſs you fall in with it, 
you can have no right to the children's bread, you 'i be 
unworthy communicants, and eat and drink judgment to 
yourſelves. O then prevent it, by entering into covenant 
with God, that you may be taken in among the children. 
O young perſons, let me put the matter home to yon, as 
Joſhua did to the Iſraelites, * chuſe you this day whom 
* you will ſerve!” Chuſe you whom you willtake for your 
father, whether God or the devil! Both are courting your 
hearts; which of them will you yield to? Is there any ſo 
fooliſh as to halt betwixt two opinions in this cafe? Is 
there any ſo mad as to ſtand in doubt whether to dwell with 
Chriſt or the devil for ever? — Now Michael and his an- 
gels, and the dragon and his angels, are ſt:uggling for 
your hearts; a cunning devil is holding, and s dying Sa- 


Viour is drawing ; now caſt the balance, and ſhew which- 


of them you incline to: The eyes of the holy Trinuy are 
on you, the eyes of angels and men are on you, to fee 
what the iſſue will be. O then be wiſe and come preſent- 
ly, and make a ſurrender of your heats to God in Chriſt. 
There is no mufic ſo melodious in God's ears, as the voice 
of young perſons weeping and covenanting with God. — 
The ſeaſon of yuuth is the male in your flock, it belongs 
to God, let him have ir; they are curled wha deny it to 
him, and reſerve the blind and the lame to God, ſuch as 
the dregs of old age, or (icknels, Mal. i. 7. 

O communicants, fee always to bring Chriſt along with 
you in your covenanting with God; never think of cove- 
nanting with him but by ſacrifice; bring the ſacrifice of 
Chriſt's death to atone tor the breach of the firſt covenant, 
and bring bis ſuretyſhip to anſwer for your faithfu“ el3 in 
the ſecond, otherwiſe you can never call God your Father, 
nor be taken in among his children. Remember you are 
all engaged ja this covenant by your parents n 

or 


for y 
will | 


20 cl 


ning 
devi 
and 
free 
back 


+ 


telve 
Since 
bluo 
of rt 
as 
wit 
you! 
that 
to h 
F: 


SACRAMENTAL ADVICES. 179 
for you in baptiſm ; but as ſoon as you are capable, God 


will have you to renew it perſonally and expicitly, and 


to come ſenſibole of your breaking this covenant, in run- 
ning away from Chriſt's colours, and in going over to the 
devil's camp, and deeply ſenſible of your folly in delzying 
and ſtanding out ſo long agaiuſt Chriſt's gracious calls and 
free offers. O come as penitent prodigals, and mournin 
backiliders, and with your faces Zionward, weeping as ye 

o, willing to enter into God's covenant, and give your 
{elves away unto the Lord, who is your righitul owner. 
Since Chriſt comes to you at this occalion, as in ſtreams of 
blaod, it is ſurely proper that you meet him with ſtreams 
of tears ſor ſin, that canſed his blond ro be ponred forth 
as Mater; and that you come preſently to an open rupture 
with all his enemies, and particularly with your unbe lief, 
your pride, your paſſion, your hypucrily, and other fias 
that have pierced him. Break with them all, and come 
to him with the appropriating acts of faith, laying, my 
Father, my Lord, aud my God.“ 


— 


DD SAKE 
From Lake v. 26. 


They glorified Cod, ſaying, We have feen i: ge ting, 
to-day. 


HOSE, who have been attending erdinances, ought 

to recollect what they have been ſeeing, doing, and 
hearing, and to be ſuitably affected therewith. Sclt-exa- 
mination is needfu] after communicating as well as beſore 
it. Had you the eyes of faith open to fee and obſerve 1! 2 
goings of our God and King in his fanftuary, you may 
then fay on the evening of a Communion Sabbath, * We 
have ſeen ſtrange and marvellous things to-day.” Yau 
have ſeen the bioody tragedy of Chriſt's ſufferings repre- 
ſented and re- acted; Chriſt with garments dipt in blood 
fighting a bloody battle for us, in which the glory of the 
divine attributes are wonderfvlly diſplayed : Behold the 
free love and mercy of God, who was highly offended 
with us, yet contriving our redemption, and giving the 
Son of his love to die tor us who were his enemies; and 
fur this end creating a new ihing in the earth, the incarna- 
tion of an infinite perſon, meking a woman, a virgin, to 
| de 
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be mother of him that created her? God incarnate is a 
world's wonder, Jer. xxxi. 22. A ſtrange thing! The 
Son of God conſents thus to humble himlelf and die fur 
condemned criminals; rather than he would fee elect ſin- 
ners plunged into the bottomleſs pit of eternal milery, in 
his love and pity he would put himſelf into it to keep them 
out !— Here infinite wiſdom diſplayed in finding out a way 
to fatisfy juſtice in puniſhing fin leverely, and at the {ane 
time to gratify mercy in pardoning the ſinner freely! A 
ſtrange device! Juſtice and mercy are reconciled and kiſs 
one another in man's redemption by Chriſt's death, the de- 
mands of both are anſwered, and the glory of both equal- 
ly diſcovered !— ere is (centhe ſeverity of juſtice and the 
fierceneſs of God's wrath againſt fin, in nut {paring his in- 
nocent Son when he came to be our ſurety, nor abating him 
one farthing of the debt! Nay, he awakened the {word of 
Juſtice againſt bim, and poured bout the vials of his wrath 
upon him; which kindled a fire in his ſoul, made him 
ſweat, and fall to the ground; and there, Le tbat made 
the heavens lay grovelllug in the anguiſh of his ſpirit, and 
ſweating clods of blood! O how heavy was the burden 
of guilt that prefled his foul at this time. | 

You have ſeen a ſtrange thing, blood ſtreaming furth of 
marvellous virtue, that can fotten hearts, though harder 
than a ſtove ; that can heal all the wounds given you by 
the cid ſerpent ; that can waſh away the deepeſt ſtains of 
guilt, and make creatures black as hell, whiter than ſnow | 
and though many thouſands baye been cleanſed by it, yet 
the ſtream is nowiſe defiled, but ſtill is pure and clear as 
cryſtal! You have ſeen the amazing humiliation of the Son 
of God for vile worms! a ſtrange thing! he was made a 


worm, a clod of duſt; yea, made fin for us! ſtrange! 


that he who thunders in the heavens, ſhould be brought 
to lie in the manger, and*ery in-the cradle; That he whe 


framed the heavens ſhould work with a carpenter in his. 


trade! That the great Judge of all the world, ſhould be 
brought to the bar, accuſed as a maleſactor, condemned 
and crucified betwixt two thieves, that ſuch criminals as 
you might have a room among the bleſſed! You have ſeen 
the Lord of life deprived of life, to purchaſe life for ycu! 
ſpotleſs holineſs made fin, and eternal bleſſedneſs made a 
curſe to redeem you from fin, and the curſe due to it! A 
ſtrange thing! for the Holy One of God to make ſuch an 
exchange with you, to take the curſe, to give you * 
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ſing ! to take ſhame, to give you glory! to take death, 
to give ry life! to take your fins, to give you his righ- 
teouſneſs! A ſtrange thing! to ſee the righteouſneſs of 
one man, a robe large enough and ſufficient to cover ma- 
ny thouſands, fo as not one ſpot of guilt can be ſeen in 
them by the eye of infinite juſtice !-——A ſtrange thing 
to ſee Chriſt willing to have his ſide opened, to ſatisfy 
doubting ſouls of the reality of his love, that you mighc 
look into his heart, and ſee it panting with love to you, 
and hear him ſaying, as to Thomas be no more faith- 
© leſs, but believing! Strange! to ſee him bowing his head 
on the croſs, to whiſper comfort into your ear, ſaying, 
now it is fiviſhed;' I have drunk the brook in the way, 
even the whole river of God's wrath, ſo that there is not 
one drop left for you; every believer's debt is paid !—A 
{t-ange thing! ro behold the Father pleaſed to ſee the 
bruiles, agonies, and {ufferings of his dear Son, that his 
enemies might be eternally freed from them! 

A ſtrange thing! to ſee death conquering death; the 
death of Chriſt conquering all his and our enemies! If an 
had feen Chriſt entering the liſts with death and hell, law 
and juſtice, he might have ſtood amazed, and ſaid, O 
what will come of this champion that is engaged with 
ſuch ſtrong enemies! But ſtay a little, and you ſhall ſee 
him lead captivity captive, triumph ing over them all, and 
fetch all he came for, outof the hand of the devil! When 
Chriſt was brought to the croſs, one might have thought 
that devils, wic men, and death, were triumphing o- 
ver him; but the word faith, that © on the eroſs he ſpoiled 
© principalities and powers; and made a ſhew of them o- 
« penly, triumphing over them in it.“ A ſtrange myſtery 
while enemies were ſcoffing and inſulting him, Chriſt is 
triumphing over them! A glorious conqueſt Chriſt's was, 
for he not only ſubdued his enemies, but conquered them 
ſo far, as to make them uſeful and ſerviceable to him and 
his people! Let us admire the conqueſt and the conquer- 
or, though he was deſpiſed by men; yet, like David, he 
gloriouſly ſubdued Goliah, that defied the armies of the 
God of Iſrael; he cruſhed the head of the old ſerpent that 
had bruiſed his beel, and enflayed his eleft ; and he put 
all his other enemies to flight ! EE 

A ſtrange ſight! you have ſeen to-day Ged coming over 
the greateſt mountains of difficulties, to pardon and fave 
ſinners! taking rebels to be his children and fayourites ; 


and 
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and exaling them above angels that never firned! You 


have ſeen the King of Glory conrring poor flaves, black 
Ethiopians, and inviting them with outttretched arms to 
come and match with him, and ſealing the martiage 
covenant with his blood! You have feen him make a rich 
feaſt to them, and welcome them to feed on a crucified 
Chrift, and all his purchaſe ! Behold rhe heavenly pelican, 
that feeds his young ones with his blood! How amazin 
is the ſight, that God ſhould nat only feaſt, but (cal a 
marriage covenant with you, whoſe deſcent is baſe, whoſe 
perſon is ugly, whote portion is nothing but difeaſes ard 
miſery : O what ſtrange fights you have feen to-day ! you 
have ſeen the love of Chriſt, the worth of fouls, the price 
of pardon, an emblem of the h. gher table, to u hich wer y 
of your friends and acquaintance are gone, where the 
feaſt will never end! 

You have ſeen, to-day, a ſtrange act cf mercy to guilty 
and ill deſerving creatures, who have eat and drunk before 
the Lord, and yet on them he hath not laid his hand; he 
hath made no breach upon any, as on Uzzah, N dab, 
Abihu, or tLe men of Bethſhemeſh! He bath not ſtiuck 
any dead with the bread in their moutl.s, cr cup in their 


hands; nor ſent any from the table to hell, though you 


muſt acknowledge you deſervc d rather to have hz d a a cup 
of wrath put in your hand, than a cup of bleſfrg! A 
ſtrange ſight ! that goſpel offers are (till continued to thoſe 
who have abuſed many facraments and ſermons ! thet 
Chriſt ſ:ould be ſtretching ont the ſceptre of grace, and 
offering pardon and mercy to thoſe who have crucifhed him 
afreſh, and trampled his bleod under ſoot. | 
Have you ſeen evidences of gracious changes w revph't 
en hearts and wills by the word, ſecure fouls awakened, 
blind eyes opened, proud crestures humble d, careleſs fir.- 
ners made to cry, Away with rhe world, and ive me 
* Chriit, none but Chriſt. I connt all things but lofs and 
, dung in compariſon of Chr iſt and his righteouſne ſe. The ſe 
arc ſtrange 1 5 ts, with which you ſhovld be much affe & cd, 
To as to hate love Chrift, blefs God, and glorify him 
with your Tide tongues, and lives. Ft is the end of a0 
God's works, that we ſhould glorify bim. Ob! the beft 
have reafſun to lament that they are To Nitrite affected v i 
the marvellous things ſei before them in the word and 
ficramenyt! Surcly hen yeu compare the rok whenec 
you are Hhewn, and that on which Cod e yon! and 
u hen 
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when you conſider the low ſtoop Chriſt has made to pure 
chaſe ſuch clods of earth and ſins with his blood, yon 
have cauſe to be amazed at his love, and confounded at 
ur own ingratitude, in being fo little affected with his 
marvellous loving kindneſs, or melted for fin that was the 
cauſe of all his ſufferings! O let the ſtrange and wonder- 
ful tokens of Chriſt's love, you have been ſeeing and ſha- 
ring of ia the ſacrament, engage you to more thankfulneſs 
in beart and life. Have you been waſhing your robes 
white in the blood of the Lamb? be careful ro keep them 
clean, and do not defile them again in the mire of ſin; 
remember your vows, and keep your face ſtill towards 
your Father's hauſe, which is a pure and unde file dwel- 
ling: you cannot take filthy hands or feet thither, for no 
unclean thing enters there. Pſal. xciii. 5. * Holineſs beco 
© meth thine houſe, O Lord, for ever.“ | 


_—————_ 7 o_ — 
ADVICE XXII. 
1 7 From Lale vi 21. 
1 Blſf:4 are ye that hunger nc, for ye all be fill:d. 


N Scripture, hunger and thirſt, when applied to ſpiritual 
& chings, imports the fame thing, to wit, a ſtrong deſire 
aſter ſpiritual and heavenly good things; which deſire 
plies tpirityal life, a feeling ſenſe of want, and a long- 
ing tor ſuod tothe ſuul, together with the uſe. of all proper 
meaus/to obtain it. Now, the ma in object of this hunger 
or thirſt is Jeſus Cbriſt, or God in Curitt, Plalkc Bi. 1, 2. 
Ii. 1. Now there ate many things in Chriſt which the 
bungry ſoul, doth delice ; as. 1, Chriſt's blood, as the ſuul's 
r anſom and cleanſing fourtain.—2. Chriſt's ſpirit, as the 
tunl's quickener, comforter, and guide. — 3. Chriſt's rig!:- 
Levulneſs, as the ſoul's clothing and prote tion. — 4. Chrift's 
word, as. the ſoul's daily, food aud cordial. — 5. Chrifi's 
lupper, as the foul's fealt and pledge of heaven.—6, Chriti a 
graces, as the ſoul'sriches and ornaments. —7. Chriſt's way, 
or holinels in heart and life, as the joul's path to heaven 
—8 Chriſt's day, as the ſoul's weekly market day for 
getting in proviſions neceflary for wo: ling, juurneying, 
bylring, &c.—g. Chriſt's manſions above, as the ſuul's 
dwelling place for eternal communion with (God and Lis 
Aiuts.— Now, if ye would be truly bleffed, ye mutt hunger 
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and thirſt for theſe things, firmly believing that in theſe 
your true happineſs doth lie, and not in the world or ſen- 
tual things. 

Again, ſee that your hunger be of the right kind, that 
it be inſatiable, ſo that nothing can put it off or ſatisfy 
it but Chriſt ; the truly hungry ſoul will not be pleaſed with 
che beſt duties, ordinances, miniſters, ſermons, ſacraments, 
or any thing without Chriſt. The hungry ſoul will ad- 
venture on the greateſt difficulties for Chriſt ; he will part 
with any thing tor him: All the treaſures, honours, muſic, 
or comforts of life, cannot ſatisfy him, none but Chriſt 
the foul's food. True hunger will put him upon the uſe 
of all means, and make him content to take Chriſt on any 
terms, and put a blank in his hand, and ſay, Lord what 
* wilt thou have me to do!“ I'll ſubſcribe to any thing, 
only give me Chriſt, give me food to my ſtarving foul. 

Such hungry ſouls are bleſſed, becauſe he hath promiſed 
to ſatisfy and fill them. It is Ged that creates the appetite, 
and excites the hunger, and therefore he will fatisfy it. 
The hungry are the moſt earneſt and importunate beg- 
gars at the throne of grace; and fuch he bas promiſed to 
hear, Luke ii. 9. The hungry will wait at God's door 
for an alms, and he promiſes that thoſe who * wait for 
© him ſhall not be aſbamed,” Iſa. xlix. 23. The proud, 
the rich, the full, and felf-righteuus will go away, if the 
door be not preſently opened, but the hungry will aſk, 
feek, knock, and knock again, and wait till God think 
fir to open, and grant an al Theſe God is bound by 
bis word to ſatisty. He is their father, and hath the bowels 
of a father to pity his children. He hears the ravens and 
young hons when they cry, and feeds them, and will be 
not hear his own children, and fill tueir hungry ſouls ? 
Yes, he hath promiſed it. * 

But what is that fill he promiſes to the hungry! Anſ. 
He fills them with divine diſcoveries, as with the know- 
ledge of Ged's greatneſs and majeſty, ſo as ro make them 
fenlible of their own nothingnefs ; and with the know - 
ledge of God's goodneſs and free love to ſinners in Chriſt, 
fo as to make them fall into raptureTof admiration, and 
cry, * Who is a God like unto the, that pardeneth ini- 
_ © quity,” Micah vii. 18. He fills them with a diſcovery 
of the excellency of the goſpel remedy for periſhing ſouls, 
ſo as to make them {ay it is a device every way worthy: 
of God, Chrift's mediatory offices, his covenant, his righ- 
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teouſneſs, his blood, his purchaſe, and ſulne ſs, do nobly 
aulwer all our fouls wants and neceſſities; they deliver 
us from fin and miſery, aud they brivy us grace and glory. 
—He fills his hungry people with 4 promites, by 
letting them ſee their name in them, and giving them 
faith to take held of them and apply chem. Many a ſwert 
hil Co they get from ſuch promiſes as thele, Jer. xXXxXIIi. 40. 
Ezek. xxxv1. 26. 28. Jer. til. 22. 1. John ii. 1. Rem. xvi. 
20. Heb. xiti. 5. He fills them with the intimations of 
the pardon of. their fins, and with peace and joy in belie- 
ving, Rum. xv. 10. fo as to baniſh their doubrs and fears. 
What a ſweet fill duth Chriſt's voice give them, fuch as 
that in Matth. ix. Luke xxiv. 26. 38. John xiv. 27. 
Rom. viii. 1. He fills them with reſolution and ſtrength 
io conquer fin, perfurm duties, reſiſt temprations, and bear 
afflict ions; when he ſpeaks to them as to Paul, 2. Cor. 
Xii. 9. cr as in Iſa. xli. 10. and xlii. 2. He fills them by 
giving them ſweet returns of prayer, aſſurance of his 
love, and of his gracious preſence with them. He fills 
them, by making over Chriſt's fulneſs and purchaſe to 
them, and by giving them Piſgah views of the promiſed 
land, and will at laſt fill them with glory, 

I: is only the hungry that ſhall be filled, the needy, the 
bumble, and ſelf denied, for © the rich are ſent empty a- 
* way, Luke i. 53. the rich, that is thoſe who are filled 
with a concceit of their own ſtrength and ſufficiency, their 
gifts and performances, and go about to cftabliſh a rig!:- 
teouſneſs of their own, and {ce not their need of Chriit 
Theſe ſhall go empty away, for they do not prize Chriit , 
nor are willing to come up to his terms. They go away 
empty of Chriſt and his riches; but alas, they go away 
filled with pride and ſelf conceit, filled with love to fin, 
love to the world, and love to their own righteouſneſs. 
Oh this is a miſerable fill ! 3 

O hungry ſouls, bleſs God that gives you this appetite ; 
when others are rich and full in their own conceit, labour 
to preſerve this appetite, and wait about God's houſe and 
table, where foul food is to be had; aud bleſs him ever 
ſor the ſmalleſt crumbs, as when he gives you a greater 
hatred of fin, a higher eſteem of Chriſt, a greater deſire: 
after heart nahes, a! reſtleſſneſs without Chriſt, a wi 
Ungneſs to part with all for Chriſt, or ſtronger reſclution. 
ta cleave to Chriſt and duty. Theſe crumbs are worthy 
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believing. Wait on the Lord, aud wait for him in every 
ordinance and duty of his appointment, believing him to 


be faithful who hath ſaid, * They ſhall not be aſhamed who 


© wait for me.“ 

Object. Some may ſay, We have waited long, and have 
not got a crumb. Anſ. Some eminent ſaints have been 
put to ery, How long wilt thou forget me, Lord, ſhall 
it be for ever, Pſal. xiii. But they muſt wait in the 
ule of means until God's time come, and adore the ſove- 
- reignty of God in his dealings with them. His people 
have reſigned themſelves to the care and wiſdom of God, 
who knows what is beſt for them; believing there ds a 
time coming when God will make up for all their loſſes. O 
believers there is a fill remaining for you above, that will 
_ make you forget all your days of ſcarcity lere be- 
ow. 


ADVICE XXII. 
From Pſalis cvii. 2. 
Let the redeemed of the Lerd ſay ſo. 6 


HAT is it fuch perſons ſnould fay? Let them both 

ſay and ſing of God's goodneſs and mercy to 
them; for (of all men) the © redet med of the Lord” have 
moſt rea ſon to be thankful for Chriſt's diſtinguiſhing mercy. 
in freeing them from the law's curſes and Satan's power, 
From the guiir, dominion, and puniſhment of fin; from 
the ſting of death and the wrath to come. Believers re: 
zedeemed both from ſin and hell. 

Q. How may I know if I be among theſe happy anes, 
the redeemed of the Lord?“ A. Take theſe marks.— 
Did you ever ſee your ſlavery and bondage by nature ſo 
that no leſs than an infinite price and power could ranſom 
and liberate you ?—Was you fo convinced and humbled 
with the Coht of your miſery, as to be content of freedom 
from it on any terms? Have you ventured: your foul on 


Chriſt's merit and mercy, conform to goſpel offers, be ing 


well pleaſed with the frame of the new covenant, and 
the ſelf denying way of ſaving ſouls by Chriſt's imputed. 


righteouſneſs: — Are you content with Chriſt to be your: 


King and Ruler, as well as your Prieſt and Saviour ?— 
thays you given up yourſelf to the Lord to live for him, 
| . deſirous 
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de ſirdus that his love may always conſtrain you to do his 
will? O then, you may conclude, you are among * the 
4 redeemed of the Lord, and that his bleſſed body was 
broken, and his bleod fhed to ranſom ycu. 

Peculiar reaſons bave you to extol his goodneſs and 
mercy above others. Why ? he hath opened your eyes to 
{ee the beauty of your Redeemer, and the ways of holi- 
neſs, when others remain in blindneſs! He hath opened 
your ears to hear the joyful ſonnd, and fall in with it, 
when others are deaf to it! He hath looſed your tengues 
to pray and praiſe, when cthers are dumb and tongue» 
tied! He hath opened your hearts to entertain Chrift 
erucified, when others ſur him out! He hath brought 
vou to a feeling of the evil and burden of fin, when others 
are without feeling! He hath given you appetites for 
ſpiritual food, when cthers reliſh nothing bur- things 
earthly! He hath given yeu tbe promile and hopes of 
complete 1edemptien from fin and milery above, when 6. 
thers live withaut Chriſt and without hope! Let“ the 
© redeemed of the Lord' then ſing and praiſe him above 
all others. 

O believing communicants, * redeemed of the Lord,“ 
give lim x95. By and expreſs your thankfulneſs by yuur 
thoughts and actions, as well as your words; namely, by 
your high eſteem of your Redeemer, and ef his bloed and: 
righteouineſs that purchaſed all for you. By avoiding e- 
very thing that diſhonuurs him, and flying from the fins 
that are common ard faſhionable where you live. By 
commending yuur Redeemer to thoſe who know him not. 
By ſtanding up as witnefſes for him, and for his truths. 
and ways, in the midſt of a Chriſt-deſpiling generation. — 
By ſtrictly oblerving the Lord's Cay, as beivg a weekly 
memorial of redeeming love. By longing for the enlarging 
ef Chriſt's kingdom, and rejvicing at the news of it, and 
by putting honour on all the friends and lovers of the 
Redeemer. 

Laſtly, Shew your thankſulneſs by finging pſa lms, 
hy mns, and ſpiritual ſongs, in praiſe of redeeming love, 
and of the Redeemer's perſun, offices, and ſufferings, a 
ſubject that can never be exkaufted. Sing praiſes to the 
great God, that kumbled bimſelf to leave his high throne, 
that came down to dwell in fleſh, and die for us; and to 
riſe again, and to aſcend to heaven, to take poſſeſſion of the 
inheritance, and make accommodation for us there. On 
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this account the Spirit calls us four times to ſing praiſes 
in one breath, Pſalm xIvii. 6. God is gone up with a 
* ſhabt; ſing praiſes to God, tug prailes; ng praiſes 
© unto-uar King, ting praiſes.” This ſioging is moſt ac- 
ceptable to Cod, aud profitable to uurleives. As God 
makes it the eternal work of heaven, ſo he would have 
us frequently employed in it on earth, But Oh! how do 
we fail here! Reſourmed churehties abroad do far exceed 
us in the frequency of this duty, as they do in the variety 
and ſweetneſs of their tunes. | 

What is ſinging, but a kind of reading with meditation 
and deliberation, in order to give the more tree vent to 
the thoughts and affections to breathe and aſcend heavene 
wards. The wile God inſtitutes finging in his praiſe, be- 
cauſe the melody of the voice helps to attect the heart, and 
raiſe the thoughts; for he knoweith our frame.” And 
indeed, it is only when the heart correſponds with the 
voice, that the mulic is piealant to God: To this purpole 
one ſaith well; 

Sweet melody the hymn affords, 
When with the lines the heart accerds. 


O let the Redeemed ſing praife, and give thanks to 
God for his unſpeakable gift, both now and for.evermore. 
Amen. » Ka 


I ſhall add no more Sacramental Advices in the preced - 
ing method, but ſhall ſhut up all with a cluſter of hort 
ſcripture directions, proper not only for commur:icants, 
but for all Chriſtians travelling heaven ward, 


A SHORT 


CHRISTIAN DIRECT ORY; 


CONSISTING OF 


Forty SCRIPTURE DIRECTIONS, proper for all 
CHRISTIANS intending Heaven. 


T* ought to be the great concern of all baptiſed perſons 
to renew their baptiſmal covenant betimes, and, by 
2 private tranſaction with God, to take the baptiſmal en- 
gagements upon themſelves, and thereby become Chriſti» 
ans by their own perſonal conſent and ſurrender, as well 
as by their parents dedication; and afterwards go and ſeal 
this tranſaction publicly, by partaking of the Lord's ſup- 
per. Concerning this, I have given directions in the 
Young Communicant's Catechiſm. Only I would intreat 
all my readers, for Chriſt's ſake, and their own fouls ſake, 
to beware going about this work in a ſuperficial or for- 
mal manner, and of reſting upon lip-labour, and the exter- 
nal part of the duty. O never be eaſy until you inwardly 
and heartily cloſe with Chrift, according to the gracious 
goſpel offer which God makes unto you. Take no reſt 
rill you get your ſouls united ro Chriſt by a true faith, and 
ſavingly renewed and changed from nature to grace by 
the efficacious working of the Holy Spirit in regeneration. 
And as you are to cloſe with Chriſt by faith in your firſt 
converſion, fo you muſt ſtudP to live all your days a life 
of farth on the Son of God, always making uſe of him, 
and leaning on him for righteouſnefs and ſtrength. I ſhall 
iay no more by way of preface, but proceed to branch 
forth the Chriſtian's work and exerciſe in this lower world, 


in the 4 precepts and directions. 


Direction I. Let never th: world come in Cod's room. 
Beware of the love of the world; often think upon that 
awakening word, 1. John ii. 15. * Love not the world, 
neither the thirgs that are in the world; if any man love 
© the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” Oh, 
this is the ruining fin of multitudes, their love to, and 
complacency in, the things of the world. Nay the moſt 
part of men are damned for loving the world too much, 
and loving God too little. Remember the fafter grips ye 
take of the world, the looſer are your grips of —_— 
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and the more you get of the world, ye have the greater 
account to make to him that gives it, and has made you 
the ſteward of it; therefore uſe your money and goods for 
his ſervice and honour : You muſt anſwer for your riches, 
but your riches cannot anſwer for you. Alſo, remember 
if ye let your hearts on the world, it will be all that you 
will get; to have a competent portion of things earthly is a 
mercy, but tohave eartbly rhings for our only portion is a 
dreadful miſery. Wherefore, while your hand is in this 
world, let your heart be in heaven. Let the buſineſs of 
your foul be the buſineſs of your lite. 

Direct. II. Keep wp the ſame opinion now of the things 
of the world, that you will have when you come 10 die.— 
You ſee what a low price men ſet upon the riches, pomp, 
and glory of the world when they are dying: Had you 
the ſame thoughts of theſe things now, I am ſure yon 
would not venture the loſs of your ſouls, the loſs of God's 
favour, the loſs of a good 274 and the loſs of e- 
ternal glory, for a whole world; far leſs for a ſmall trifle 
of it, as many now do. Think much upen that text, 
Matth. xvi. 26. TEES 1 > e | 
commune with, your own hearts; as directed, Pſal. iv. 4. 
When others are cenſuring and back biting their neigh- 
bours, be you ſearching and cenluring yourtelyes. Self- 
examination is a moſt neceſſary duty. Examine yourſelves 
after every ordinance, What good you got by it, what en- 
tertainment you gave your Saviour; aſk how were. your 
hearts affected by ſuch a ud, &e. Commune with your 
hearts about your title to heaven: Judge of your eternal 
Rate by your ſpiritual ſtate, and judge of your ſpiritual 
fate by the delight ſul and cuſtomary actious of your lives, 
judge of it by your hatred of (in, and love to Chriſt, and 
by the conſcience you make of fecrer prayer, aud reading 
God's word, In communing with your hearts,” amon 
other things, aſk yourſelves, u hat are kkelieſt to be-your 
death-bed rlwughts and withes ?. Will they nat be ſuth as 
theſe? O that I bad loved Chrift move, and ile world 
lets! O that I had improven goſpel- opportunities better! 
O that 1 had accepted Chriſt's calts and offers more readi- 
ly! O that I had ſpent mere tine in prayer and ſcarching 
the ſeripturcs! O that T had becu more fpiritnal and fer- 
venr in every duty! Aſk your; lves, what are tboſe fins 
or practices u hich wil. be mult, frightiul to lock back on, 


Direct. III. Be not ſtrangers to yourſelves, but often 
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when you ſee yourſelves juſt within a ſtep of God's tribu- 
nal? Study always to keep up geathbed thoughts of 
things. Commune with your hearts about theſe things up- 
on year bed, and allo before you go to bed, let conicieuce 
bring in the accounts of every day before you lie down ; 
mourn over the fins of every day, and apply the blood of 
Chriſt for waſhing them away. Thus keep hort reckon» 
ings with God and conſcience, that you may net have eld 
ſcores to clear when you come to a death-bed. Likewiſe 


at theſe communings, let every man aſk himfelf, what is 


my preſent ſtate and condition? Would I te willing to 
lie down and die in the frame and diſpoſition I am in juſt 
now? And | know not but I may be as near death this 


moment, as if my friends wete looking on me firuggling 


with the pangs of death on my bed. 

Direct. IV. Begin early in the ſervice of Ged, and give 
him the days of youth, Eccl. Xii. 1. Ihole who are yeur 
cannot begin their ſervice to God too ſoon ; God de ſit es 
it, to ſhew God's delight in eavly piety. We fee the Scrip- 
ture commends young ones for it; it is recorded with ho- 
nour, that the child Samuel miniiler ed to the Lord, 1 Sam. 
ii. 18, Jofiah is commended for his tender heart for God 
in his tender-years, 2 Kings xxii. 19. Chriſt was well 
plealed with the haſannabs of the children that attended 
lym, Matth. xxi. 15, 16. When Solomon in his youth fought 
God for u iſdom, it is fuid, * the fpeech pleaſed the Lord, 
i Kings iii. 10. So Timothy is commended for his carly 
piety, 2 Tim. iii. 25. And God fays to Iſrael, ©] remem- 
der the kindneſs of thy youth,” Jer. ii. 2. And he recom- 
mends to every one to begin ſcon, Eccl. xii. 1. The 
young diſciple was meſt Leloved, and leaned on Chriſt's 
boſom.— Now is the proper time, O young people, for 
making your acquaintance with God, and for laying a good 
fourdation far ihe time to come. Repentante is eaſieſt in 
younger years; ſin is then leſs rocted, Satan's prips lefs 
e goſpel offers are not fo flighted, the Spirit is not 

o mch. quenched, the confſcicnee not fo hardened, the 
heart is then mare E:fily melted and broken. God ſerke tbe 
male of the flock, the be ſt of your time, O then let him 
have it. If you forget God when young, it is juſt with 
Gu to neglect and forget you when old. 

Direct. V. Shun the company that ſhuns Cod, a keep 
the company that Cod keeps, Plal. exix. 63.115. Prov. 
Xiti. 20. Leck on the ſecie ty of the earnz! or prephane as 
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infectious, but reckon ſerious praying perſons the excellent 
ones of the earth. Such will ſerve to quicken you when 
dead, and warm you when cold. Make the livelieſt of 
God's people your greateſt intimates; and ſee that their 
love and likeneſs to Chriſt be the great motive of your 
love to them, more than their love or likeneis to you. It is 
nat true Chriſtian love, but party love, to love only thoſe 
who are of your ſentiments in all things. Yea, though 
they ſhuuld differ from you in ſome things, if you ſee 
God's image on them, ani! that they have fellowſhip with 
the head, you ought to love them, and have fellowſhip 
with them; keep up the communion of ſaints, for it is 
one of the articles of our creed. Chriſtian conference and 
ſacial prayer have been bleſſed of God to preſerve the 
life of religion in many places, therefore let thoſe who 
fear the Lord ſpeak often one to another, Mal. iii. 16. 
Direct. VI. Put a high value upon precious time, and 
Iaſe none of it by /loth, Eph. v. 16. Eſteem time as thoſe 
do who are at the point of death ; and always remember 
that it is impoſſible to call back time again. Look upon 
the loſs of time as a greater loſs than the loſs of your mo- 
ney, or any worldly thing: and therefore ſhun time waſt- 
ing games, unprofitable diverſions, and idle talking. Eſpe- 
cially value the moſt precious part of your time, ſuch as 
the morning of youth, the morning of every day, and par- 
ticularly the precious time of the Lord's day. Look on 
the Lord's day as a tryſt day with heaven; loſe not any 
part of it, but carefully improve it for God and the good 
of ſouls, both your own and others. It is want of thought, 
not want of work, that makes any fay, they have not 
tine to ſpare. 
Direct. VII. Allow a little time every day to think upon 
eternity. Conſider the import of theſe words, eyerlait- 
© iag puniſhment, and life eternal, Matth. xxv. 46. Oe- 
ternity, eternity, that is never nearer an end, but always, 


as it were, but beginning! One ſerious thought of eterni- 


ty is en to ſtrike a careleſs ſoul to the heart. Why? 


he ſtands every hour at the door of ertrnity, and if he ſtep 


in while out of Chriſt, he is erernally undone, eternally 
in deſpair. O the ſwiſt river time is carrying every one 
of us into the ocean of eternity, an ocean that hath nei- 
ther bank nor bottom, and what each of us muſt ſocn 
launch forth into. What an awful rhought is this! Every 
one of us is within a ſtep of being eternally bleſſed, or 

_ eternally 
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eternally curſed ! Eternally ſaved or eterually damned! O 
if every one would believe and conſider this and be wite, 
ſo as to pray as for eternity, repent as fur eteruity, hear as 
ſor eternity, live as for eternity, obey and do every thing 
as for eteruity. | 

Direct VIII. Throughout your whole life, be mindful of 
the chief buſineſs of life, Phil ji. 12. Now the bulinets 
ot life is to make it fure that Chrilt is your life; it is te 


think much on the end of your life, aud provide for it; 


it is to lay hold on eternal life, and keep (till fighr of it: 
So that when Chriſt, who is your life, ſnall appear, ye 
© may alſo appear with him in glory, Col. iii. 4. Let not 
religion be your diverſion, but your buſineſs; mind it as 
the * one thing needful;* give all diligence tu make your 
calling and election ſure. Make ſure your calling, and 
thus you make ſure your election. If you would make ſure 
your calling, make it fure that you are united to Chriſt by 
fith, and that Chriſt is the life of your fouls. Do not reſt 
in convictions, nor in tears, or prayers, or duties, nor in any 
thing ſhort of Chriſt. Prefs both tur an intereſt in Chriſt, 
and for the aſſurance of it. Aſſerance is attainable, and 
actually attained by many; and it is moſt neceflary for 
cheartul obedience, ſor bearing the croſs, rejoicing in the 
Lord, giving thanks ſor redeeming love, and for perſorm- 
ing many other duties of Chriſtianity. 

Direct. IX. Let the rational ſcul gerern, and the bod; 
be ſubſervient to it, 1 Cor. ix. 27. Alas, many on the con- 
trary make their ſouls drudges to their bodies, and employ 
their noble faculties wholly in deviſing bow to pieaſe the 
fleſh. Ah, what fools are they who mind nothing but 
their bodies! Why? they are the greatett enemies to their 
bodies, for, by fo doing, they fortcit the eternal happineſs 
of their bodies, as well as of their fouls. Whereas tlicſe 
who prefer their fouls, and mind them chiefly, they con- 
ſult the happineſs of their bodies, as well as of their fouls ; 
for the body is never fo well as in leaven; when faſhion- 
ed like Chriſt's glorious body, then it is in perfect and e- 
rernal health. | 

Direct. X. Study both to live and die in the exerciſe of 
reptutance and godly mourning for ſin, Matth. v. 4. Some 


may think repentance a melancholy word, but it is cne of 


the ſweeteſt words in All the book of God: It is a goſpel 
duty, for the law or covenant of works admitted of ug 


repentance ; it is the effect of God's free love in and thro” 


R 


Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, to open the door of repentance to fallen ſinpers; 
it coſt Chriſt his blood ro obtain it for us, and it is his 
free giſt to us, Acts v. 21. Surely it is good news to hear 
that our Sovereign bids poor condemned criminals, that 
were brought to the place of exccution, repent, and throw 
themſelves down at his feet, an they ſhall get pardon. 
It was the ſum both of Juhn's and Chriſt's preaching “re- 
„ pent, for the kingdom of G«d is at hand.“ Ir was the 
ſaying of a godly miniſter, * that if he were to die in the 
7 pulpit, he would wiſh ro die preaching repentarce ; and 
© if out of the pulpit, he would wiſh to die pructifirg re- 
pentance.“ Auguſtine [aith, repentance “ is the hitett diſ- 
© poſition both for dy ing Chriſtiars and ninifters.* And 
it is written of bimfelt, that he died with tears in his 
eyes, weeping for fin. This is a duty never out of ſca- 
ſon, therefore ſtudy daily to keep up a tender and mourn- 
ing frame, maintain contrition of heart and abhorrence of 
ſin, and for that end take every day a turn on Mount 
Calvary. Many think it is a fad thing to be repenting on 
earth, bur it is a far ſadder thing to be repenting in hell. 
Seek repentance from God for Chriſt's fake ; . with 
Ephraim, Jer. XXXI. 18. Turn thon me, and 1 ſhall 
© be turned, for thou art the Lord my God.” 

Direct. XI. While you wind the neceſſary fudy of holi- 
neſs or inherent righteouſneſs, let it never take the plate 
i eter righteouſnc/s, Rom. x. 2. Plal. laxi. 16. In- 
herent righteoLſneſs indeed is to be loved, but imputed 
righteovineſs only is to be truſted ; for thovsh inherent 
righteovineſs or holineſs be a neceflary qualification for 
heaven and falvation, and our evidence for it, yet it is 
mpured righteorſneſs only that is the foundation of it, and 
dur title to it. Let Chriſt's name be dear to you, * the 
Lord cur rightcovſr eſs.” 

Direct. XII. Fp. Chrift as your ſurety in all caſes, 
and in every flrait go to him for re[icf, Plal. exix. 122, 
fla. xxxviii. 14 Study therefore to be wellacquainted with 
your ſurety, and live near him. When the law demands 
pay ment of debt, and threatens you with priſon, I ok- to 
Chriſt, and cry, Lord, be ſurety for me; Lord, under- 
take far We.“ When yu are called to perform duties, 
bear afflit ions, reſiſt temptations, ſtruggle with eorrup- 
tian, engage with enemics, &c. Look ſtill re Chriſt to be 
your ſurety, and to undertake for you; plead with him 
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to make out that promiſe to you, Deut. xxXili. 25. As 
* thy days ſo ſhall thy ſtrergth be.“ 

Direct. XIII. As you expect to live with Chriſt in hea- 
ven, ſludy to lipe to Chriſt on earth, 2 Cor. v. 15. Phil. 
}. 21. If you would live to Chriſt here, then you muſt 
make Chriſt's honour and glory your ultimate end in all 
your defigns and actions; and make your moſt valuable 
intereſts ſubſervient to his intereſt and glory. Study an 
univerfal conformity to Chriſt's holy laws and precepts, 
and make it your great buſineſs to approve yourſelves to 
Chriſt in all things: Chuſe the things that pleate him, and 
carefully avoid every thing that is diſpleaſing to him, 
Plal. cxix. 30. Ila. lvi. 4. ; | 

Direct. XIV. Cliave faſt to Chriſt, and the way of ho- 
liueſi, whatcucr it may coſt you, Acts xi. 23. 2 Tim. iii. 
12. Think not the worle of Chriſt and his ways, that 
they are perſecuted or reproached, and that few do own 
them. Chriſt foretold this, and faith, © his way is a nar- 
* row way that few walk in.“ Join witb the little flock 
to whom the kingdom is promiſed, which will abundantly 
compenſate all your ſufferings for Chriſt. Never follow a 
multitude to do evil, but cleave to Chriſt however few 
join you, 3 

Direct. XV. Seek ths approbation of Cod abou? that of 
men, 2 Cor. x. 18. What is the applaule of worms to 
the {miles of the God of heaven? What would it avail 
us to have poor men like ourſelves to commend us, when 
the great God that made us duth condemn us; no matter 
though men cenſure or condemn our actions, if God ap- 
prove and commend them. It is a very ſmall thing to 
be jadged of man's judgment, but Le that judgeth us is 
© the Lord, x Cor. iv. 3. 4. | 

Diiect. XVI. Be mnch employed in admiring God's re- 
deeming love, and Chriſt's ſuretyſhip for us, 1 John iii. 1. 
16. This is the employment ut the redeemed to all eter- 
nity, Rev. v. 9. And all who go to beaven muſt be ac- 
quainted with their work while here, Rev. 1.5. O what 
matter of erernal wonder and praite is there in. God's piv- 
ing his dear Sn to be our ret and lacrifice, and in the 
Son's voluntarily undertaking it! | 

Direct. XVII. Delight much in thinking aud ſpealing ef 
Chriſt, and particularly of his death and guet ing for ns, 


F 


Luke ix. 31. Rev. v. 9. 12. Oh, did be wade thru' a 


ca ot wrath, a fea of blood, a fea of ſorrows and (of- 


R 2 ſe rings, 
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ferings, to bring redemption to us? And will we ever for- 
get him! The great God takes great pleaſure in the work 
ot our redemption, and is well pleaſed with our Redeem- 
er who undertook it. God repented that he made man, 
but never repented his redeeming man. Now, what God 
delights in, we ſhovld delight in, eſpecially ſince we reap 
the benefit. We lee, from Luke ix. Rev. v. that the ſub- 
ject ot Chriſt's death is matter of diſcourſe and praiſe to 
the glorified fociety above. When Moſes and Elias came 
from heaven to Mount Tabor to wait upon their tranſ- 
figured Lord, they choſe Chriſt's death for the ſubject of 
their converſation : Why ? Chriſt's death was the ſpring 
and cauſe of all their glory in heaven: Neither Moſes nor 
Elias bad ſhined there, had it not been for Chriſt's death. 
And ſhall not we, here below, delight in thinking, ſpeak- 
ing, and ſinging of this noble ſubject, which is the ground 
of all the happineſs we either have, or hope for ? 

Direct. XVIII. Treat objedions raiſed againſt your clo» 
fing with Chriſt, as ſuggeſtions of the eneniy, that is ſeeking 
the ruin of your ſouls, Reject them, as Chriſt did Pe- 
ter's counfel, Matth. xvi. 23. Get thee behind me,” 
Satan. As Satan would have hindered Chriſt's dying for 
us, fo he would hinder ns frum relying on Chriſt's death. 
Oh, ſaith one, I am unworthy of any fhare in Chritt's 
death. Anf. If you will have nothing but what you are 
worthy of, you muſt have nothing but hell. What was 
Abraham, Paul, Magdalene, the thief on the croſs, the 
idolatrous Corinthians worthy of, before the Lord called 
them? Whatever be yuur unworthineſs, are you willing 
to apply Chriſt's blood? Then fee what Chriſt faith to 
yon, Rev. xxii. 17. Whoſoever will, let him take of 
© the water of life freely.” Oh bur, faith another, my ſins 
are heinous. Anl. Canit thou te more guilty, than Chriſt 
is graciuus ? Doth be not promiſe to wath away fins that 
are like * ſcarlet and crimſon,” Ia. 1, 18. and tells you, x 
Toh# i. 7. That bis blood cleanſeth us from all ſin?“ O 
bleſs him for that word all.” Do not then believe Satan, 
who would tempt thee to think that Cod hath caſt rhee 
off; but, in ſpite of all he can fay, ſtill believe God”; 
faithful word, that there is merzy enough in God, merit 
enough in Chriſt, power enough in the Spirit, and room 
enough in the goſpel offers and pramiſes to you. Believe 
that word, Lam. iii. 23. The Lord is good to them 
that wait for him, fo the ſoul that ceketh bim.“ Say 

to 
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to thy ſoul, Can this word of God fail? Has God made 


* thee willng to wait and feek for bim, and is he uct wil- 
* ling to be found of thee? O my ſoul, doſt thou not lee 
© an infinite per tection | in Chiiit'sr1 zhteouineſs, in Chriilt's 
blood and merits.“ We may ſce an end of all earthly 
perfection, but we can ſce no end of Chriſt's perſeétion, 
which is infinite. 

Direct. XIX. Study much theſe great geſgel liſſens of 
denying yourſelocs, and exalting Cod free grace, Matth. 
xvi. 24. 1 Cor. i. 37. The deſign of ine goſpel is to caſt 
down telt, aud all idols, that God alone may be exalted ; 
it is to make lelt nothir £ and God all, in point of wil- 
dom, ſtrength, righteoulnels, and glcry ; it is to take man 
w holly aff himſelt, aud cait him on Chiiſt for the whole 
of his falvation. It is a good lign of a ſaving change up- 
on the heart, when a man is thus humbled, and cait into 
the golpel mould, when ſelf loving is turned into ſelf 
loathing, [ef admiring into ſeli abhorting, ſelf excuſing in- 
to {elf accuſing, and ſelf ſec king into ſelf deny ing. 

Dire ct. XX. Draw all yeur ſlrength for work and war- 


fare jr om Chriſt, and preſent all Jour dutics to Cid in 


Chriji's name, IIa. xiv. 24. Col. iii. 27. Chriſt himtelf, 
tells us, That * withuut him we can co nothing,“ Jun 
Xv. F. that is, nothing aright, or muabng tiiat is daLCEL! a» 
ble to God, All our duties, if accept te, muit be ce 
in Ch:iit's ſtrength, and covered with is gt ov'tn 5, 
The Apoſtle awns that of hinſelf be cud not to mech 
« 4; think a good thought,“ 2 Cor. ij. 5. Lut he could 
©. do all things through Chritt that Hrengtbened him.“ 
Pai. iv. 13. And hence he exhorts us to be rung in 
* the Lord, and in the power ot his might,“ Eph. vi. 10. 
Let us think, before we go to duty, from whence out 
ltrength for it muſt come, and itudy to fetch it in by faith, 
and believing ejaculations; and when weare afli{l ed, let vs 
aſcribe the glory to Jeſus. Be aflured of this alfy, that yeur 
molt cuſtly facrifices are unlavoury, it they be not Pet um- 
ed with the fregrant incenſe of Chriſt's merits and inter- 
eeſſiun; and that your faireſt * righteoulnets | is but ai £;- 
* thy rags“ in God's fight, if Chriſt's righteouſueſs do nut cu. 
ver it. Let it therefore be your conftant language, lache 
Lord je ſus have I righteouſneſs and ſtrengtli,' Ha. _ 24. 
Direct. XXI. I ail the ations of your life, fonte Lord 
fill before you, Plal. xvi. 8.—xxv. 15. Ack e 
bim in al your undertakings, and by faith and prays. 
3 * 2 — 3 
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commit your way to him; look to him for direction and en 
ſucceſs, and depend on him as the Father ot- your mercies, G 
the ſum of your bliſs, the ſtrength of your lite, the ſtaff at 
of your bread, the breath of your noſtrils, and the length or 
of your days. Set the Lord always before you as your lit 
Almighty Creator, your loving Redeemer, your rightful V1 
owner, your carefu] preſerver, your all- ſufficient portion, pe 
your holy pattern, your cblerving witnels, and your aw- ih 
ful judge. Undertake and perform all your actions under X 
a ſenſe of God's all · ſeeing eye, and of your being account- Pp! 
able to him for all you do. 


Direct. XXII. Wether ye eat, or drink, or whatſoever . 
ye do, do ali to 1»: glory of Cod, 1 Cor. x. 31. We eat 2C 
and dr ink to God's glory, when we do it tor tlie end that w 
our bodies may be fred to ſerve our ſouls in honouring Sa 
and ſerving God; aud when we receive theſe mercies with R. 
rhankſubveft from the hand of God, ard depend upon | * 
God's bleſſing to make them nouriſhing to us; and when au 
we remember we are but ſtewards of what we poſle!3, and hc 
are accountable to God the proprietor huw ve improve in 
theſe earthly ble ſſings to bis honour and ſervice.— Y cu m 
mutt allo apply the buſineſs of your callings to God's glo- an 
ry, and this you do, when you deend on God to ble in 
you in it, and to proſper the work of your hands, and to G 
arm you againſt all the fins, ſnares, and temptatiers, which 
your bulinefs may give occaſion to. You ought allo to v. 
pay and receive viſits, and attend company with an eye Gi 
10 God's glory, b, bleſſing God for giving you friends ni 
and earthly accommodations, and looking to Ceed for 15 
wiſdom to behave yourſelves ſo, as you may do uo latin 1a 
to thoſe ye converſe with, nor get apy harin from them :; _ 
But on the contrary, may be helped io do them pe od, ard = 
ger benefit from tem. Yeu are allo to undertake juur- v 
nies fer God's glory, to look to him for protedicu by the TH 
way, and tor direction, through bearing, and fiiccels. TH 

Dire. XXIII. Spend as much time as file in ſecret „ 
prarer aud converſe with God, x Theil. v. 17. And that le 
you may do this with delight, endeavour to keep your Pt 
hearts always in a ſerious praying frame, with an abiding 101 
mt re ſſion of God upon your ſpirits. There is a great an 
iifference between a ſerious fit and a ferious frame. Ahab, ſte 
Saul, Felix, and others, had their ſerious fits, but religious ci] 

 pcrſons only keep their ſc uls in a ferious frame, and ſtudy he 
tbe © i be fear of the Lord all the day long,” as God * 
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enjoins, Prov. xxili. 17. Prayer, that is acceptable to 
God, muſt be performed with faith, delight, and livelineſe, 
and nut with deadnels and wearinels, as it it were a task 
or burden. A e without prayer, cr a prayer without 
life, are boch hateful to the God of our life. He is the li- 
ving God whom we worſhip, and hath no pleaſure in dead 
performances: But they wbo delight themſelves in duty, 
mall have the deſires ot their hearts granted them, Pial. 


XXXVvii. 4. Surely they who ſpend their days in faith and 


prayer, tall end their days in peace and comfort. 

Direct. XXIV. Make conſcience of family religion, as 
well as of the cloſet duties, Jolh. XxX. 15. 2 Sam. vi 
20. Neglect not tamily prayer ard praiſes, reading by | 
word, catechiting children and fervants, ſarctiiying the 
Sabbath, exhortivg to duty, reproving and curbing fin, 
Religion and reformation muſt begin in families, if we 
would wich it to be national and univerſal, God is the 
author and tuunder of families, and therefore ſhould have 
howage from families, as ſuch, by the morning and even- 
ing ſacrifice of prayer and praiſe, Go to him to blefs fa- 
mily mercies, ſupply family wants, ſanétiſy family trials, 
aud redreſs fannly grievances, Early train up children 
in the way they ſhould go, pray much for them, and fer 
God's blefling on the means of their education. 

Direct. XXV. Begin aud end every day with Cod, Pal, 
v. 3.—iv. 8. Let prayer be the key to open the heart to 
God in the morning, and lock it ag:inft all his eremies at 
night. Let no Chrittian ſay be cannot pray; for prayer 
is as neceflary to him as breath, Lam. iii. 56. Let rcre 
tay, they have nut time for it; better take time from ſleep, 
than want time for prayer. Think it not enough to ſay 
your prayers, but wind you muſt pray your prayers, pray 
with tincerity and fervour. Think with yourſelf, this 
morning may be my Jait mornivg, or this night, my laſt 
mght;z tor certainly that morning cometh of which you 
„lil never lee the night, or that night of which you will 
vever fee tie morning. Let the concluſion of every da 
pur you in mind of the conclution of all your days, by the 
long night of death, that will put an end to all yuur work, 
and bring yeu to count and reckon with your Great Ma- 
ſter abont your work. O to lie down every night recon» 
ciled with him! O that we could lie down and leave ory 
hearts with Chriſt, and compoſe our ſpirits fo, as if we 
were not to awake till the heayens are no more. TE. 

Direct. 
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Direct. XNXVI. Sing none kroweth whit a da may 
brizzg fir! 'h, ſpend every day as it were to be your laſt, 
Prov. X&V'i. I. Luck un your ſelves as ſtanding every day 
at the door of eternity, and hundreds of dileates and ace. 
cidents ready to open tie dove to let you in. No doubt 
you have ſometimes apprehended yuurlcl-es nearer deatl 
than you think yourlelves jait now; yet it is certain that 
death was never ſo near you, nor judgment never to near 
you as they are at preſent, We, who ftand every hour al 
the door of <ter:.ity, ſhould ſpend our precious hours with 
the greateſt frug ility, leeing the work we bave in hand 
is foul work, and „k on which eternity de;ends; and 
the time we have tuwcrk it in, is very mort, and cannot 
be recalled. This Gert life being only a paſlige to eter- 
nay, it ſhould be ipenc as a continual preparatinn tor e- 
teruity. Surely thote whobave immortal fuu's luncar tiers 
nity, have other work to do than trifle av ay time Ci tip- 
pling, idle talking, gaming „and fuch di. ere: 8, 

Direct. XXVII. S2jorrn. iu this world as trow/ilers, ᷑rep- 
ing /o luce frei the world, as to be abl? tu peck up ard be 
gone from it ufin ſhirt warning, 1 Pet. i. 17. 1 Cor. 
Vil. 29. 37. * e have no continuing tity nor certain a» 
bade here; therefore let us always be ready to atile and 
de part. Aud if we would be right traveliers toward Zion 
above, we mult have Chriſt in our hearts, heaven in our 
eye, aud the world under our icet, We muſt tike God's 
Ip:rit tor our guide, God's word for our rule, Gud's glue 
Ty lor dur c, CGiu's tear for our guard, God's people 
for our cumpanio:;s, God's praiie tor dur recreation, ard 
God's promiies for gur cordials, We mult make rehgivn 
our Lulineſs, prayer our de apht, kulinefs cor way, and 
heaven our Lowe. O Zion's travellers, Ciftioguſh your- 
ſel- es trum ile men that dwe'l on the earth; let Chritt 
always be p31 £c1005 10 y O11, the wor d ſweet, ſin bitter, 1]; e 
woild a wildernets, and death w _—_ e. * Chiiit's will 
be your will, Chriit's diſhondur your afthction, Chritt's 
caule your cincern, Cliriit's fiiecels your joy, Chriſt's da 
your delt-t.t, Chritt's crots your glory, Chrilt's ſufferings 
Four meditation Chriſt's wounds your refuge, Chriſt's 
blond vor hes; Chritt's rightecufneſs your clothing, 

and Chriit's prefer ce yeur heaven. While travelling here, 
tet your hearts burn with live to Chrilt, love to think of 
Chritt, love to hear of Chriſt, luwve to read of Chriſt, love 

to ix eak for Chriſt, lere 10 (peak 10 Chrüt. 
| Dir ec 


* 
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Direct. XXVIII. Xp wp a lively ſenſe of ſacramental 


vows and engagements, a walk anſwerably thereto, 
Plal. Ivi. 12, 13. You are under a ſacra mental oath to 
be tre and faithful ſoldiers to the Captain of your ſalva- 
tion, ſee that you figkt bis battles againſt bis and your 
enemies, the devil, the world, and the fleſh. Remember 
u hat your Captain has dore and ſuffered for yen, let his, 
love, as well as your oath, conſtrain you to abide by his 
ſtandard. Never go over to his enemies camp, nor keep 
correſpondence with them. Yuur glorious Captain gives 
you choice feaſts at his table to ſtrengthen and encourage 
you both for work and warfare; walk on in {trevgth of 
theſe ſpiritual meals, and grow ſtronger in grace, and 
more lively in ſpir itual duties, pray more fervently, hear 
more attentively, meditate more frequently, partzke more 
believingly, keep Sabbaths more delightfully, and walk 
worthy of the Lord to all well pleaſing. Your ſpiritual 
meals are deſigned for your ncuriſhment, ſtrength, and 
rowth. Therefore grow in grace. O believers, if you 
would lay up a treaſure of glory for yorrielves hereafter, 
lay up a treaſure of grace in your hearts juſt now; in- 
creaſe faith, love, heart purity, and bumility. Whoever 
is rich in grace now, will be rich in glory bereaſter: Fer 
what is grace but glory begun, and what is glory but grace 
rerfected? Who would not then love grace, ſeeing it is 
begun glory, and a certain pledge of complete glory. 
Direct. XXIX. Improve the talents Cod gives you for 
his ſes dies and glory, Luke xix. 13. Remember you were 
not made ter yourſelves only, but for the Tociery and be- 
nefir of others; therefore employ your gitts, — 
and whatever God bas beftowed for the good of cthers; 
teach the ignorant, relieve the poor, ftrergrt en the weak, 
comfort thoſe that are caſt daun, tell them your experi- 
ences, commend Clriſt as a choice maſter and lovely Sa- 
viour, and invite them to come * raſte and ſce that he 
© is goed ; pity thoſe who are ſtrargers to him, and pray 
for them. Be uſeſul ro others while you live, u hich will 


make your memory ſa voury when you die; many, alas, 


are ſo unprofitable in their lives, that when they come to 
die, neighbours fearce think their life worth a prayer, cr 
their death worth a tear; but, public ſpirited and uſeful 
perſons are much lamented. Let every one in their ffa- 
tions be activ e aud cccupy their talents for God, Be aſſured 
the more you do for Cod in this werld, the more God 

will 
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will. do for you in the world to come. If the ſaints were 
capable of grief in heaven, it would be for their doit g fo 
little for God on earth, 

Direct. XXX. Let all believers be thankful to Cod for 
his diſtinguiſhing favours and mercies te them, Pal. cxvi- 
8. 12. A life of praiſe doth highly become the proots of 
God's love to you. Fall down humbly before God, and 
aſcribe all to his free undeſeried grace! For * who is it 
that maketh thee to differ from anorner ? What haſt thou, 
but what thou haſt received in a way of tree gift? O 
wonder at his free love, that has diſtinguiſhed you from 
others! has done that tor you, that he has not done for 
thouſands, for myriads, for millions! nur for thoſe who 
ſit in the ſame aſſembly, or dwell in the fame bouſe with 

vou! O bleſs God who ſent his dear Son to ranſom you, 
and bring you out of priſun, when others are left in bon» 
dage ! Who ſent his Holy Spirit to open your eyes, when 
others are left blind ; to open your cars, when others ale 
left deaf; to open your hearts, when others are left ſhut; 
to open your mouths to praiſe free diſtinguiſhing love, 
when others are left dumb. Employ your tongues then 
to commend his love, and ſing his praiſe. | 

Direct. XXXI. Since Cod diſtinguiſhes you from others, 
in his merci-s to you, ſee that you diſtinguiſh yourſelvc: 
from others, in your ſervice ts him, Matth. v. 47. Are you 
Chriſtians indeed? You are under ſtronger obligations to 
live and act for Chriit than others: Why? you have both 
your new name and new nature from Chriſt, which others 


ha ve not; yuan are more nearly related to Chiilt than 


others; you are engaged to att for him, by more frequent 
and lolenin vous than others; you have greater mercies 
beſtowed ou you than others; others ba ve been common 
mercies, but you have covenant mercies, mercies that ac- 
company falvation. You have ſhiritval life within you, 
and divine influences, which others want; not only the 
world, but Chrift expects wore from yuu than others ; all 
which are powerful cogagements on you, to do more fur 
Gd than others. You know more of the things of Gud 
than others; you talk more of them, you protels more, 
you proꝛaiſe and engage to do more than others, and he 
may jultly exvect more from you than others, and put 
rhat qucttion to yen, © What do ye for me more than o- 
©thers?” Math, v. 44. 
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and do more for God than others? Anſ. Yon ſhould be 
witneſles for God, and teſtify againſt what is diſhononrin 

to him, by abſtaining from all known (in, and from thole 
{ins which are common and- tathionable, and little thought 
of by others. By reproving ſin in others, and endeavours 
ing to pluck them out of the fire. By keeping up family 
religion even in the midſt of buſineſs, and baniſking all 
known vice from your dwellings, even minced oaths, raſh 
uling of God's name, idle walking or talking on the Lord's 

dav, backbitings, evil wiſhes, revengeful actions, unne- 
ce ſſa ry drinking or tippling, lottery games and paſtimes 
of bad report, &c. Be zealons for Sabbath holineſs. Be 
meek and lu ly in your carriage; ; commend Chriſt to o- 
thers; {peak for the konour of religion before thofe who 
dilregard n ; ſhew {pecial regard bes. thate who are ſtamp- 
ed with Gad s image, th ough | mean or deffiſed; be ready 
to torgive wrengs, and render good fur evil; deal honeſt- 
ly and piitly with all men, de ſober and temperate in eat- 


- mg, di inking, fleep, apparel, &c. Guard againſt pride, 


paſſion, haſt y aud unguarded words; put great reſpect 
upon God's word and ordirances; be concerned for the 
enlarging of Chriſt's kingdom; never venture upon any 
known fin for the fake of worldiv pain; mike conſcience 
of relative and ſtational duties, as ro be good huſbands, 
good wives, good parents, good children, good maſters, 
good ſervants, good neighbours, &c. "Sg luc} things as 
theſe you are to do more for God than others, 

Direct. XXXII. Be not contrut with a fair prof”. ſion ef 
religion, or with a form of galt, aud a name to live 
amng men, Lit. i. 16. 2 Tim. iii. 5. But endeavour to 
know and ice! the power of godiinefs in your hearts, and 
to have your practice in all reſpects corr etfpon&ing to your 
profcflion. Ii yuor practice be not anſwerable to what 
you profeſs, yo ſin againſt great light, you difcredit re- 
livion, and tempt wen to think it all hypocrity. If a, man 
hve and die a meer profefiur, it had been better he bad 
ved and died a mere heathen, 

Direct. XXXIII. Ap u. e a watch cn th: dear 7 
your lips, Pſal. cxti. 3. Seeing ihe tongue hath a world of 
iniquity in it, Jam. iii. 6. keep it as with a bridle, Pſal. 
XXXiX. I. and beg the Lord's help to keep it, aud that he 
himſelf may fet a watch uon yeur mouths, as the Plalm— 
iſt prays, Pſal. cxli. as kn ing that no watchfulnels os 

» reſolution of our own is (ufiicient for the poyerving ef our 
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tongues, without God's ſpecial grace, without this the 
molt „ akerife watchman watcheth in vain. Earneſtly ſeek, 
for Chriſt's ſake, God's ſpecial grace to govern this unruly 
member, that it may not be ſuffe red to utter words Which 
may tend to the diſnonour of God, or to the hurt of men. 
Study to govern your tungues by uſing God's name with 
reverence, ſpeaking always what is truth and what is ſea- 
ſonable, uſeful, — edify ing, guarding carefully againſt 
lying, evil ſpeaking, paſſionate, proud, and ſelf exalting 
words, and againſt all raſh cenfures. You have need of 
great caution in ſpeakiug, and to take heed either how 
ou commend yourſelves, or condemn others, | 

Direct. XXXIV. Walt chearfully aud contertedly in 
every condition, Acts viii. 39. Phil. iv. 11. Such a walk 
as this doth briug great credit to religion and the ſervice 
of our Redeemer. What though a believer be fed with 
the bread and water of afflictiva the molt of bis - lite, be 
hath other bread aud another cup to ſweeten both; the 
* forgiveneſs of lin, is a reviving cordial in every caſe.” 
Have no will of your own diſtinct from God's will, but 
be reſigned to God's dilpoling will in every thing, ard 
let God's will and choice be always yours. If you cannot 
bring your condition to your mind, then you muſt labour 
to bring your mind ta your condition, believing that the 
will of your heavenly father is always beſt for you. Still 
remember that he hath engaged himſelf to be with you 
in all ſtates and conditions, and to order all things fur 
your advantage: Be ſure then he cannot deny himſelf, all 
his words are oaths for their certainty, and all his promi- 
ſes are the ſure mercies of David. Be content in every 


cale ; fur ſince Chriſt is yours, © all things are yours.“ 


Well then, let your covenanted God chuſe out your lot 
for you; for you may truſt that it all be done with 
more wiſdom, and with more affection, than you can cluſe 
for yourſelf. | 

Direct. XXXV. If you would manifeſt yourſelves to be 
truly religious both before God and man, keep always the 
firſt and ſecond table of the law joined together, and make 
conſcience of both, Marth. xxii. 37. &c. Love both God 
and your neighbour, be juſt and upright in all your deal- 
ings with men, acting always under a ſenſe of the all- 
ſeeing eye of your heavenly father, who enjoins you to 
do the ſame to others, as ye would have them doing to 
you. Let a moral man try his religion by the duties of 
| | 7 the 
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the firſt table of the law, and a profeſſor his by the du- 


ties of the ſecond table of the law. 


See that you love 


God above all things, and prefer his worſhip and ſervice 
to every thing. Love God for himſelf, and love men prin- 
<ipally for what is God-like in them. 

Direct. XXXVI. Carefully guard againſt apoſt aey and 
his ways, Heb. x. 38, 39. Be 
always jealons of your deceitful and treacherous hearts, 
krowing that they are bent to backſliding. A holy fear of 
departing from God, is a good means to keep us from 
departing from God. Therefore endeavour to preferve 
always a watchful and tender frame of heart, and be afraid 


back/liding from Coed an 


of falling away, according to that word, Heb. iv. 1. 


If 


you would preſerve yourſelves from total apoſtacy, rife 
ſpeedily aſter every fall by found repentance, and recourſe 
to the blood of Chriſt. Lie not one day in any ſin, but riſe 
ont of the puddle immediately, and go to the cleanfin 
fountain, and renew your covenant with God, and be 


more ſtrength and faith to derive continual ſupplies from 


Chrifg your head. Be often calling your ſouls to account, 
and aſking your hearts, what is become of the good frames, 
the melting ſenſe of fin, the hungring deſires, the delight- 
ful taſt es, the heavenly longings, the warm affe ctions to 
Chriſt, that they ſometimes had. When you attain to theſe, , 
or to any of them, ſee that you commit them to Chriſt's 
keeping, laying with the Pialmiſt, © Lord be ſurety for 
Laſtly, conſider the dreadful 
caſe of an apoſtate as deſcribed by our Lord and his apo- 


thy ſervant for good.” 


itle, Marth. xii. 43, 44. 2 Pet. ii. 20, 21. 


That man's 


caſe becomes far more miſerable than it was at firſt. What 
a fad caſe is it for a ſoul to fall back into hell, after it had 
climbed near the gates of heaven? None fall ſo deep into 
nell as thoſe who fall backward into it. 

Direct. XXXVII. Be 8 againſt all ſin, and par- 
ienlariy your darling or conſtitutional fin, the ſin Mat 


moſt eaſily beſets you, Plal. xviii. 22. Heb. xii. 1. 


Our 


adverſary the devil well knows this ſin, and on what ſide 
we may be attacked with the greateſt ſucceſs; and to be 


employ his moſt 


. lure he will "_ his ſtrongeſt remptaticns thither, and 
abtile wiles and devices that way to en- 


fnare us. It were happy for us if we were ſtill watching 


ignorant of his devices.“ 
gaioſt all fin whatſoever, 


againſt him, and could fay with the apoſtle, © we are not 


You are likewiſe to watch a- 


ſins of omiſſion 
S 


as well as of 
commillica. 
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commiſſion. Groſs outbreakings make conſcience to ſlart 
at their appearance, but it is nut fo alarmed with the ve- 
glect of duties. But if conſcience be awakened, fins of 
omiſſion will lie heavy as well as fins of commiſſion. Some 
eminent Chriſtians who have lived the moſt eircumſpect 
lives, when they come to die and reflect upon their bypaſt 
time, have been put to cry, Lord in ſpecial forgive my 
« ſins of omiſſion.” Venture not to live in any frame, 
courſe, or practice, that you would not adventure to die 
in, ſeeing you know not but your next ftep may be into 
the grave. Guard againſt all theſe ſins and evils now in 
the time of your health, that may put thorns in ycur pil- 
low when ſickneſs and the harbingers of death approach, 
ſuch as miſpending of precicus time, neglect of prayer, or 
reading of the ſcriptures, formality ard lukewarnneſs in 
religion, earthly mindedneſs, unthankfulneſs for mercies, 
and miſcarry ing after them, neglect of improving Chriſt, 
quenching the Spirit, neglect of convictions, breaking of 
vows, falling fram your firſt love, returning to old fins 
you had mourned over, inning againſt light, and afte 
affl ict ĩons, &c. | 
Direct. XXXVIII. Be heartily concerned fir the com- 
ing and eulargement / Chriſt's kingdom in the world, 
Matth. vi. 10. Pial. IXxii. 19. Bewail it that his flock is 
fo little, his ſubje cts ſo few, when Satan's are fo num e- 
rous. Bewail the unſucceſsfulneſs of the goſpel, the re- 
ftraint of the Spirit, the diviſions among Chriſtians, and 
the many hindrances of the progreſs cf Chriſtianity. La- 
ment the wrongs and diſhunuurs done to God by others, 
cry and wreſtle for the outpouring of the Spirit, both at 
heme and abroad; pray for the revival of God's work in 
theſe lands, amidſt thefe declining years; and in enquiring 
after public news, have a view to this, be concerned for 
the intereſt and weltare cf Chriſt's kingdom through the 
world, for the accompliſhment of God's promiſes concern- 
1 deſtruction of Antichriſt, Babylon's downfall, the 
inbringing of the Jews, and the ſubduing of the nations. 
And when you hear auy appearance of God's ariling to 
countenance his word, and conquer finnershearts to him- 
ſell, whether at home or abroad, rejoice at the news, 
eckon them good tidings of great joy, and blels the Lord 
or them with all your hearts. It is moſt pleaſing and 
acceptable to God, to ſee his people heartily concerned 


ſor the proſperity of Jeruſalem. EO 
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Direct. XXXIX. Be buſy laying up a ſtock for a ſick 
bed or deathbed, when all the comfurts of life will be taſte- 
4% to you, 1 Tim. vi. 19. Lay up a ſtock of faith and 
patience, a ſtock of evidences of divine love, and of your 
intereſt in Chriſt ;-a ſtock of divine promiſes, and experi- 
ences of God's loving kindneſs, which may be ſupporting 
to you in the day of ſharp trials. When mariners go to 
ſea, they victual the ſhip, and provide for a ſtorm. And 
vught not we to foreſee the ſtorms of affliction, of ſickneſs, 
and death, and provide and lay up for them? It will be 
lad, if, when the bridegroom is come, we have our oil 
then to buy, when the market is over. Now is the time 
tor providing oil; now is the market of grace; now is 
the acceptable time; now is the day of lalvation. 

Direct. XL. Be looking and longing for the eternal 


[upper of the Lamb, Phil. i. 23. Rev. xix. 9. Hungry ſouls 
who have taſted the love of Jeſus, long for the Lamb's ſup- 


per below, that they may enjoy communion with him here, 


and this makes them cry, When ſhall the oppartunity re- 


turn? When ſhall I come and appear before God? When 
ſhall I again fee his power and glory in the ſanctuary?— 
When ſhall I again taſte his love and goodneſs in the ſa- 
crament ? and yet theſe are but {mall fogetaſtes of the 
Lamb's ſupper above. What is our drinking of the fruit 
of the vine here, to our drinking it new with Chriſt in bis 
Father's kingdom ? Therefire ln out, and long for the 
time when the day ſhall break, and the ſhadows flee away, 
and the marriage of the Lamb ſhall be triumphantly folem- 
nized, and completed with the Church his eſpouſed bride, 
whom he will then lead into the King's palace, where their 
tranſient glances. ſhall be changed into immediate viſion, 
and their ſhort taſtes into everlaſting feaſting and ſulneſs. 
O bleſſed are they for ever who are called to the mar- 
* riage ſupper of the Lamb.” Theſe are the true ſayings 
of God. I believe, Lord, help my vrbelicf, Amen. 


SCRAP. 
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LION FRAVELLERS, 


IN THEIR WAY TO HEAVEN. 


Iſa. xxxv. 10. The Ranſomed ef the Lord ſhall return, and 
come to Zion with Songs. 


Plal.-cxxxviii. 5. Ti ball ſing in the ways of the Lord. 


— 


SONG J. 


The PRIMITIVE COMMUNICANTS. 
r | Sho IF; friends at firſt oft broke his bread, 


Inſpir'd with love dir ine; 
They drank the ſpirit of their head, 
As well 's the ſacred wine. 

2 They ſhew'd his death with heart and ſcul, 
And feaſted on his love; | 
His blood and wounds they did extol, 

And ſung like ſaints above. 
3 Lord grant us part of that love flame, 
Which in their hearts abode ; 
That made them witneſs for the Lamb, 
And ſuffer for their God. 
4 Warm ſhow'rs from heaven fend down on us, 
That frozen hearts may yield, 
And turn us from a wilderneſs 
Into a fruitful field. 
5 Thy people, Lord, lament for thee, 
And ſore thy abſence mourn ; 
They long thy face again to ſee ; 
To goſpel feaſts return. 
6 Come to thy table, with us Lit, 
Our grudges al remove, 
Unite our hearts, and make us £: 
To keep the ſeaſt of love. 
7 Canſe 
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7 Canſe ſtreams of living waters flow 
In channels of thy grace ; 
And let the north and ſouth wind blow, 
Our ſtrait'nings to releaſe. 
8 Thy Spirit's temple make our hearts, 
And with us ſtill abide; 
Make his convictions pierce like darts, 
Let us no more backſlide. 
9 Thy hidings are a bitter eup, 
Like flow'rs we fade and mourn ; 
rd We droop, we grieve, and can't look op, 
Till thou our Sun return. 
10 Lord, charge not on ns former guilt, 
Let all thine anger ceaſe ; 
Look to the blood on Calv'ry ſpilt, 
And bid us go in peace. | 


— DAMB-+ — 


SONG I. 


The HoLy SrIRIT fits as for the Hoty TABLE. 


I O Father of our dying Lord, 
Hear thy Son's ſpeaking blood, 
Fulfil to us his gracious word, 
Send down the heav'nly food. 
2 Thy Spirit grant, for which he pray d. 
To glorify thy Son; 
His promis'd influences ſhed, 
| That wonders may be dane. 
3 Glad we *ll his death commemorate, 
Ay till he come again 
Bleſs both the werd and ſacrament, 
Take thy great pow'r and reign. 
4 Chriit's table now ſtands furniſhed, 
With bleflings of beſt kinds; 
Pardon and peace bovght with his blood, 
Choice foud for troubled minds. 
'q Give faith to feed and view his love, 
His ſtripes and wounds each one, 
How he was jeer'd that 's fear'd aboye, | 
Blaſphem'd and ſpit upon. | 
6 In 's hands and feet we ſee the nails 
Piercing lis tender veins; - | wo 
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For us each wound the bluſhing ground 
With blood infinite ſtains. | 
7 Black clouds for us o'erwhelm'd his ſoul, 
Sore was his agony, 
When he cry'd, My God, my God, why 
© Haſt thou forſaken me?” 
8 Thy matchleſs love we 'll praiſe aloud, 
Our ſouls it doth conſtrain 
To love and live to thee our God, 
Who for our fins was lain. 
9» May I no more to pray'r be dragg'd, 
To ſerve thee let me run; 
May I in duties keep my courſe, 
Like to the riſing tun. 
20 Unto the Lamb that once was ſlain, 
Be praiſe and plory givey, 
By all that dwell upon the earth, 
And all the hoſts of heaven. 


SONG HI. 


CHRIS T's SacRITIcE th? only foundaticn of or Y 


X gy great 's the guilt of fallen man, 
None could bis pardon buy ; 
Great muſt it be, when God himſelf 
Muſt for his creature die ! 
2 Slain beaſts for fin could not atone, 
Such oft 'rings all were vain, 
Dad not the Father giv'n bis Scn 
For ſinners to be ſhin. 
3 Had the whole Church been effer'd up, 
As one burnt ſacrifice, 
Our ſmalleſt debt this could not pay, 
Creatures could nos ſuffice. 
4 But mercy in this hopeleſs caſe 
A facritice prepares, 
A Lamb of all-ſuttcient worth, 
Which diſſipates our fears. 
r This ſacrifice more precious 
Than all created things, 
To us eternal happineſs 
In foul and body brings. 
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6 This is the ſure foundation ſtone, 
Which God in Zion lays, 
For men to build their hopes apon, 
He 's bleſt that on him ſtays. 
7 Tho” earth's foundations be remoy'd, 
This rock it ſtandeth faſt, 
By ſtorms unmov'd, on this alone 
My anchor I will caſt. 
3 The Lamb, our rock, for us did die, 
For us roſe from the dead, 
For us he did aſcend on high, 
For us his blood doth plead. 
9 O bleeding Lamb, ſhew me my name 
Writ in thy book of life, 
Then I will long to be with thee, 
Out of this land of ſtrife, 
:0 To worſhip with the heavenly hoſt, 
J=znovan one in three, 
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
To all eternity. 


SONG TV. 


The D1sSTRE3SED SOUL /ooking to the Laws for pity.. 


1 {In ſee my caſe, O bleeding Lamb, 
In mercy take me as I am, 
Quite naked, and put clothing on 
A (tranger, and make me a {on. 
2 Burden'd with guilt, and give me eaſe, 
A bond-man, and my foul releaſe, 
All vile, not fit to join thy Qints; 
A creature all made up of wants. 

3 By nature I have nothing good, 
All muit be bought me by thy blood ; 
Bur ſince thy wounds are open'd wide, 
I I] hope in Jefus crucify'd. 

4 Thy blood men's foreſt plagues doth cure, 
Thy wounds their backward hearts allure, 
Thy blood ſtrange changes works in men, 
For wondrous works the Lamb was ſia in! 


5 Thy 
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5 Thy Bible doth thy pity ſhe w, . * 
I reſt on thy words ſweet and true, 

© Souls come to me, and no more doubt, 

© For him that comes I *ll not caſt out. 

6 Renew my ſoul, plant grace this day, 
Give me a heart to mourn and pray, 

O kill in me this rebel fin, 
Reſtore thy image me within. 

7 For theſe things I to thee come, 

Caſt me not out, ſince there is room; 
Make good thy words, and hear my cries, 
For on thy truth my ſoul relies. 

3 Odeareft Lamb, didft thou not bleed, 
To purchaſe every thing we need? 
Doth not thy blood {tilt run to heal 
Dittrefled fouls, their plagues who feel ? 

9 We feel our fores, Lord, heal us ſoon, 
And in us let thy will be done : 

Praiſe Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
One God in Chriſt, that ſaves the loſt. 


GN. 


A callio wonder at CariST's SUFFERINGS from Love to 20. 


I | Chriſt in a bloody ſwear, 
Which all his garment ſta ins, 
See four wide wounds in 's hands and feet, 
When big nails piere'd his veins! 
2 Behold his Kal oppreſſed ſore, 
And in the greateſt pain! 
How heavy was the wrath he bore, 
Ot which be did complain? 
3 Yet, Lord, whilſt our ſins fall'd te thee 
This bitter wrathful cup, 
A bleſſed feaſt thou mad'ſt, that we 
Might at thy table ſup ! 
4 O friend of Chriſt, draw near his throne, 
To him thank-off*cings bring, 
For in his temple ev ry one 
Should of his glory ſing. 
5 Let men him love, and fin abhor, 
Which caus'd bim grief and pain, 1 
5 - et 


Let 
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Let all the angels (till adore 
The Lamb for ſinners ſlain ! 
6 With warm affection let us bleſs 
Our great High Prieſt above, 
Aad ev'ry day admire and praile 
The wonders of his love! 
7 From love he left his throne on high, 
Lodg'd in a virgin's womb ! 
Love brought him to the crols to die, 
Love laid him in a tomb! | 
8 Love rais'd him up, and took him back, 
To heaven to make us room! 

From thence return he l for our ſake, 
In love to bring us home! 
From love he wearies not to plead, 

And ſhew his bleeding bands, 
Since he hath juſtice ſatisfy'd, 
Our freedom he demands. 
to Thy blood hath done all things for me, 
I 'il glory in thy croſs; 
My beſt things I'll give up for thee, 
Il count diem all but lols. 


From 2 Sam. xxlii. 3—7. 


Being a PROPHECY of CHRIST, and King David's SWAN 
Sox in views of death, 


I A Ruler juſt o'er men ſhall riſe, 
In God's fear rule ſhall he, | 
As morning light ſprings from the ſkies, 
So welcome ſhall he be. : 
2 Like riſing ſan he ſcatters all 
The black ſhades of the night, 
No clouds this morning darken ſhall, 
Refreſhing is its light. | 
2 He ſhall the frozen earth ſolace, 
Like ſunſhine after rain, 


Whole warming beams revive the graſs, | 
And make al! ſpring again. 
4 i'm griev'd, all prove not good and juſt, fl 


Who from my toins do ſpring; + | 
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But glad to ſee he ſprings from me, 
That 's Zion's bleſſed King: 
5 AKing that ſaves us from our foes, 
In hearts rules by his might; 
With his juſt laws let all men cloſe, 
Obey him, it 's his right. 
6 Although my hauſe be not with God 
Such as it ought to be, | 
Yet he hath through Meſſias“ blood 
A cov'nant made with me: 
7 A covenant which life doth bring, 
And evermore endure, 
Well ordered in ev'ry thing, 
| With promiſes molt ſure. 
8 My heart's deſire is towards it, 
*Tis my falvation, 
Although he doth not come as yet, 
For to redreſs what 's wrong. - 
9 But Belial's ſons, who are his ſoes, 
God ſmite them will in ire, 
He Il them conſume who him oppoſe, 
Like thorns burnt up with fire. 


SONG VII. 


The Saints Taldurn over death, from Job. xix. 25, &c. 
t Cor. xv. 43. 53. Phil. in. 31. Ezek. xvi. 14 ; 


1 1 on me heavy trials come, 
And death's ftroke on me fall, 
My faith and hope ſhall not ſuceumb, 
But triumph o'er them all. 
2 I know that my Redeemer lives, 
Wo pleads my cauſe with God, 
To tave each ſoul that him believes, 
He comes to ſhed his blood. 
3 Then for a while he '!l go away, 
But will return again, 
And on the earth, at latter day, 
Stand with a glortons train. 
4 Though in the grave my body fall, 
And worms do it confurae, 
Ey'n ſkin and fleſh, blood, bones, and all, 


Yet death II overcome. s My 


; 


&c, 


| 
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s My Lord will raiſe me from the duſt, 
He l clothe my bones with fleſh, 
I *Il fee my God whom now I truſt, 
Which will my foul refreſh. 
6 That fleſh which all conſumed was, 
The very ſame ſhail riſe ; 
Yea, I will ſee Chriſt's lovely face, 
With theſe my very eyes. 
7 Though for a time my duſt be loth'd, 
* Moit beautiful I'll be, 
My mortal body ſhall be cloth'd 
With immortality. 
8 Like Chriſt's own body will I ſhine, 
Wüh raiment white as light, 
His comeliueſs is ever mine; 
This ev'ry faint makes brig'1. 


n. 


CHRIST's ETERNAL Love to mankind + Fri Prov. vii 
27. to the end, 


T HEN the creation was begun 
B God's alnighty hand, 
Then I, his own eternal Son, 
Concurr'd in the command. 
2 1 joined in his counſels wile, 
Loſt mankind to redeem : 
I was my Father's chief delight, 
And I rejoic'd in him. 
3 And in the earth when it for man 
Was fram'd with divine art, 
With pleaſure I foreſaw the Church, 
Its habitable part. 
4 Before the light was made to ſhine, 
My heart was ſet on man; 
My thoughts, from all eternity, 
On his ſalvation ran. 
5 The foreſight of man's mitery, 0 
Made me engage for them, 
To be their help; for my delights 
Were with the ſons vi men. 
6 O children, then to me give ear; 
They re bleſt my ways that chuſe ; 
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Be wiſe and my inſtruction hear, 


They 're fools who it refuſe. \ 6 A 
7 Bleſt is the man that hears my word, 
Aud doth attend my gates, C 
W ho watchfully looks for the Lord, 
And at his door-poſts waits, 7 It 
8 Bleſt is the man that findeth me, 
With me he l live above, T 


And have, through all eternity, 
God's favour and his love. 


9 But his own ſoul he doth injure | «4 
Who lights my offers free; _ . 
And thoſe who hate my precepts pure, | * 


Court death cternally. 


SONG Ix; 1 1 


Frem Solomon's Song, chip. i. Being a dialogue betwixt 
CHR1ST ar:d his SPOCEE. 


SPOUSE. 
I 1 ſweereſt vintment ſmells thy name, 
Dear Jeſus unto me, 
Hence virgin ſouls ſend out a flame 
Of holy love to thee. : 33 4 
2 O draw me, and we 'll run to thee; 
Bleſt King, thou didſt me bring 
Into thy chambers, hence will we 
In thee rejoice and ling. 
3 More thar the taſte of richeſt wine, | 
Thy love think on we will; 'F 
Moſt coſtly was thy love deſign ; 
The upright love thee ſtill. 


4 Tell me, good ſhepherd, whom I love, 2 A 
Where thy dear ſheep are fed; 
SLew me the paths wherein they move, Sc 
And where they find a ſhade. | 
Leave me not in a wand'ring courſe, 4U 
| Like thoſe who loſe their way; | 
With flocks of thy competitors '* 


Let me not go aſtray. 


Curie. 


| 


vixt 


| 


157. 


| 
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CHRIST. 
& Art thou bewilder'd my fair one, 
And canſt not find thy reſt? 
Come, folluw my direction, 
I'll ſhew thee what is belt. 
7 In footſteps of my flock go on, 
The ſhepherd's tents keep nigh ; 
Thy kids and young ones bring along, 
So ſhalt thou meet with me. 
SPOUSE. 
8 While at the table ſits the King, 
My ſpikenard ſmelleth ſweet, 
My graces languiſhing do ſpring, 
With this ſun's quick'ning hear. 
9 Dear Jeſus, as a bunch of myrrh, 
Shall in thy boſom lie ; 
To lodge with me he ' not demur, 
While nightly ſhades do ſtay. 


SONG K. 
From Song ii. 1. to 9. 


6 CRISr. 
Am the Roſe of Sharon's fic lid, 
The Lily of the Vale; 
I ſweetneſs and delight do yie!d, 
When earthly glories fail. 
2 As lilies ſhine amidſt the thorns, 
So doth my love the bride; 
The daughters want what her adorn», 
Though they live by her ſide. 
SPOUSP. 
2 As th' apple tree doth far excel 
The foreſt's barren growth, 
So my love outſhines mortals all, 
Though ia their blooming youth. 
4 Under his ſhade, with great deliglit, 
I fat down for to reſt : 
I found ſolace, his heav'nly fruit 
Was ſweet unto my woe- 


b He 
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5 He brought me to his houſe of wine, 
My faintings to allay, 
The banners of his love divine 
O''er me he did difplay. 
6 Bring ſtrength'ning flaggons unto me, 
With cordials from above ; 
Fetch me ſweet apples from the tree, 
For I am ſick of love. 
7 When thus my fainting foul did cry 
For grace me to upbold, 
My tender hearted Lord drew nigh, 
His arms me did unfold. 
8 All things without me and within, 
I charge to ſtand in awe, 
To wake or grieve my love with ſin, 
Leſt from me he withdraw. 
9 Though griev'd, he doth return to me, 
For lo! his voice I hear, 
O'er hills of guilt him leap I ſee, 
My mourning foul to cheer. 

10 He haſtes to me like hart or roe, 
Our dark walls he makes light; 
Through lattices himfelf doth ſhew, 

With comelineſs moſt bright. 


8 O N G8 X. 
From Song ii. 10. fe : end. 


CHRIST, 
ISE up, faid Chriſt, my faireſt one, 
Come thou away to me; 
The winter ſtorms of. wrath are gone, 
FE bore them all for.thee, 
2 From barren ground the flow'rs do ſpring, 
Men hear the turtle's voice, 
The drooping birds begin to ſing, 
And fad hearts to rejoice. 
3 Young figs and grapes do now appear, 
And yield a ſweet perfume ; 
The heav'nly vine faint hearts duth cheer, 
Riſe up, my love, and come. 


My 
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4 My dove that lodgeſt in the roch, 
In cleſts of my deep wounds, 
And doſt to me in ſecret look, 
When in thee grief abounds : 
5 Lift up thy face and voice to me, 
Thele pleaſe mine eye and ear; 
Thy graces all I love to ſee, 
Thy voice of pray'r to hear. 
6 Take us the foxes, whoſe deſigns 
Are vineyards to annoy, 
The little foxes, which the vines 
And. tender grapes deſtroy. 
| SPOUSE. 


7 My love is mine, my ſoul's delight, 


And I am allo his; 
Among his faints, thoſe lilies white, | 
His place of feeding is: — 
8 There he abides, till break of day, 
When ſhadows all ſhall fle e; 
Till then, come like a heart or roe, 
O'er Bether hills to me. 


SONG KII. 


From Song iii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, It. 


T AS 's dark when Jeſus hides his face, 
Night ſhades fall me upon ; 
Deſertion is a weary caſe, 
When Chriſt my love is gone. 
2 I on my bed my loſsdid mind, 
I ſought him thus alone; 
My drowſy ſearch did not him find, 
Vain was my flothful moan. 
3 I'll r:{le, and round the city ga, 
Through ſtreets, broad ways, and lanes; 
This way I ſought my love, but lo! 
Succeſsleſs were my pains. 
4 The city watchmen found me out, 
Their doctrine touch'd my caſe : 
Ah wheres he? Can ye ſolve my doubt 


None of them brought me eaſe. 


— —•— — — 
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5s When means and duties proved fo weak, 
Beyond them all I paſt : 
When I ſome ſteps from them did make, 
I found my love art laſt. 
6 I him embrac'd, and held him faſt, 
Till once I got him brosght 
Into my mother's dwellings waſte, 
To ftrengthen what he wrought. 
7 Since he's come in, I do you charge, 
Who Salem's davghters are, 
By roes and hinds u hich run at large, 
Our joys you do not mar. 
8 Let fin or earth no motion make, 
For to dilturb his reſt : 
Let nene preſume my love to wake, 
Until it pleale him beſt. 
9 O, Zion's daughters, all go forth, 
Behold King Solomon, 
Ev'n Chriſt our King, of higher worth, 
Wearing his glorious crown, 
10 Wherewith his mother crown'd his head, 
On his eſpouſal day. 
That day on which his heart was glad, 
Him love and praiſe for ay. 


SONG xl. 


From Song iv. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 16. 


Cannsr. 
I HOU art all ir when in thy drels; 
My love, thou 'ri fair to me; 
When clothed with my righteouſneſs, 
No ſpot is ſeen on thee. 
2 My ſpouſe come off from Lebanon, 
And mounts of yanity : 
Let all the world's deceits alone, 
And come alongſt with me. 
3 By faith look from Amana's top, 
Shegir and Hermon fair; | 
From dens of prey, behold with hope 
T he land beyond compare. 


4 My 
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4 My Spouſe, thou doſt my love enhance, 
And draw'it my heart to thee, 
With thy neck chains, and with a glance 
Of thy believing eye. 
5 Thy love to me more prateful is, 
Than wine of any kind; 
Thy graces more than fragrant ſpice 
Acceptance with me find. 
6 Thy lips drop ſweet; and from thy tongue 
Do milk and honey flow : 
Thy garments ſmell as Lebanon, 
W hich on thee I beſtow. 
7 A garden fair, inclos'd by grace, 
My Spuuſe thou art to me ; 
I chus'd thee from the wilderneſs, 
With fine ſprings furniſh'd thee. 
SPOUSE. 
$3 If I thy garden be, O Lord, 
Caule heaven's wind awake, 
Sweet quick'ning gales to me afford, 
My graces lively make. 
9 Sharp northern blaſts ſend to convince, 
And cauſe the ſouth winds blow; 
With breathings warm aſſiſt my miaty, 
. And make my ſpices flow. 


10 Then let my love his preſence ſweet 
Unto his garden grant, | 
That he may eat his pleaſant fruit, 
Which he himſelf did plant. 


SONG KIV. 
From Song v. 1, 2, 3, 4. 


f CHRIST. 
1 M* Spouſe, to anſwer thee I'm come 
Into my garden fair; 
My myrrh and ſpice of fwcet perfume 
With pleaſure I do ſhare. | 
2 On honey, wine, and milk I feaft; 
All friends come eat with me, 
And drink my wine of heav' my taſte, 


My 


Yea, drink abundantly. 
=» T 3 


Srotsz 


SCRIPTURE SONGS. 


SPOUSE, 
3 While Chriſt invites, my ſloth prevails, 
Let ſomething wakes in me, 


222 


To hearken to Chriſt's knocks and calls, 


His voice ſpeaks preſſingly. 
Cunts r. 
4 Open to me, my father's child; 
Open to me, my love; 
Open to me, my undefil'd ; 
Open to me, my dove. 
5 From love I'm ſtanding at thy door, 
Thy heart caſt open ſoon; 
A midnight ſhow'r of wrath I bore, 
To ſave thee when undone. 
| SPOUSE. 
5 I am undreſs'd, and reſt is ſweet, 
From bed I cannot riſe; 
How ſhall I now defile my feet? 
Thus floth did me entice. 
7 By the key-hole, my well-beloy'd 
His hand of pow'r put in, 
So that my bowels all were moy'd, 
For being ungrate to him. 
3 When I rouz'd up, obey'd his knock, 
hands dropt pleaſantly 
With oil of myrrh, left on the lock, 
Which made the bolt to fly. 
9 To my belov'd I open'd faſt, 
Who, to my grief was gone : 
I fainted, when his ſpeeches paſt 
I mournfully thoughf on. 
30 [ ſought him then with carefulnefs, 
But found he could not be; 
I call'd on him in this diltrets, 
He did nat anſwer me. 


11 The waichmen who do go their rounds, 


And keep the city wall, 
Abus'd me, and did give me wounds, 
And tore away my vail. 


SONG 


-W 


'W 
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SON G XV. 


A DiatoGue betwixt the Spouſe and Daughters * Jeru- 
ſalem, frem Song v. 8. to the ond, 


SPOUSE. 
I Salem's race, if you him find, 
I charge you tell my cale ; 
I'm ſick of love, fore pain'd in mind, 
He only can me eaſe. 
DAUGHTERS. 
2 O faireſt one, we fain would know 
Tue object of thy love; 
What charms he hath, that thou doſt ſo 
Praiſe him all men above. 
SPOUSE. 


3 My love is white and ruddy too, 


The chief of thouſands ren ; 
His innocence and ſuff rings do 
Him beautify to men. 
4 His bleſſed head doth far excel 
The gold that is moſt five, 
His locks are black and curled well, 
They raven like do ſhine. 
F His eyes are like the eyes of doves, 
When they in flocks are mei 
Near water - ſtreams, which they do love, 
Milk-waſt'd and fitly ſet. 
6 His cheeks are like unto the flow'rs, 
And beds where ſpices grow; 
His lips like lilies are, from whence 
Sweet Imelling myrrh doth flow. 
7 As rings of gold with beryl ſet, 
So doth his hands appear; 
His belly bright as ivory 
O'erlaid with fapphires clear. 
2 His legs like marble pillars are, 
Which on gold fockets went ; 
Like Lebanon his face is fair, 
As cedars excellent, 
9 His mouth that makes ſweet promiſes, 
To every ſaint is ſweet; ; 


Nez, 
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Yea, he all over lovely is, 
View him from head to feet. 
to O daughters of Jeruſalem, 
This is my love and friend, 
For whom none can deviſe a name, 
Or proper emblems find. 


SON G XVI. 


The DialoGve continued. Song, chap. vi. 2 


DAUGHTERS. 
I Faireſt bride, we fain would know, 
Where *'s thy beloved gone? 3 
Tell us that with thee we may go, 
To ſeek this matchleſs one. 
SPOUSE. | | 
2 My love is gone to heav'n above, 4 * 
Vet doth he condeſcend 
To come into his garden here, | 
And beds of ipice attend. | d 
3 In meetings of his ſaints he 's found, RO 
Thoſe gardens of delight, | 
He 's there to bring them rich ſupplies, | ; 
And gather lilies white. 
» To my beloved I belong, "Y 
And my beloy'd to me; Wa 
To feed among the lily tuwers - 
Great pleaſure taketh he. 
CaalsTt. 3 
O who is the that looketh forth, | 
Like to the morning light, 
When it darts out to chaſe away 
The darkneſs of the night ? 8 
6 Fair as the moon, clear as the ſan, 
With dazzling beams array'd; p 
Yet like an army terrible, | 
With banners all diſplay'd *. ® Chap. vi. 1. 9 0 
7 She comes up from the wilderneſs, | 
She walks and always leans | | — 
On her beloved; fur her heart | 


From all things elſe ſhe weang, _ 
| 5 SONG 


+» ” a 
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SONG XVII. 


CnnisT's Sufferings for us. From Iſa. liii. 


I HO hath believ'd the faithful word 
Which we to men declare ? 
Who feels the arm of God the Lord 
Diſplayed and made bare ? 
2 Meſſiah, like a weak plant grows, 
A root from ground that's dry; 
No outward beauty he aſſumes, 
To draw the carnal eye. 
3 Rejected and deſpis'd is he, 
Through ſinners unbelicf ; 
A man of ſorrows all his days, 
And well acquaint with grief. 
4 We hid our faces when he came 
To take our wrathful lot, 
Deſpis'd he was and put to ſhame, 
And we eſteem'd him nor. 
J Of grieſs and forrows all his time 
For us he bore the load, | 
But ah, we judg'd that for his crime, 
He ſmitten was of God. 
6 But he for our tranſgreſſions 
Was wounded and abus'd, 
His foul for our iniquities 
Moſt grieveouſly was bruis'd. 

72 On him was laid our chaftiſement, 
By which our peace he ſeal'd; 
Sharp bloody ſtripes he underwent, 
Whereby our wounds were heal'd. 

8 All we like ſheep from God have ſtray'd, 
And did our own ways chuſe, 
And theſe our fins God on him laid, 
Which love would not reſuſe. 
Iv, 9. Oppreſs'a and wrong'd our Surety ſtood, 
Accuſed of untruth, - | 
To ſtaughter went he as a lamb, 
And open'd not his mouth. 
10 Before the ſhearers, like a ſheep, 
| He dumb and ſilent lies, 


| bp 


i G 
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He meekly goes through waters deep 
Withourt repining cries. 
11 His ſoul in trav'ling anguiſh lies, 
His pains were multiply'd, 
But when the bleſſed fruit he fees, 
He is well ſatisfy'd. 


SONG XVII. 


4 THANKSGIVING for REDEEMING LOVE 
v. and Heb. xiii. 


I 8 we were deſtitute of ſtrength, 
Ourſelves to help and ſave, 
For the ungodly Chriſt at length 
His life a ranfom gave. 
2 Scarce any for a righteous man 
His life will dare to ſtake, 
And for a good man it were much 
Such an exchange to make: 
3 But God his matchleſs love commends, 
| When his moſt glurious Son 
Dy'd for us while unrighteous, 
Voile ſinners and undone. 
4 Since by his blood Chriſt us from ſin 
Doth juſtify and free, 
Then ſurely from the wrath to come 
We ever ſafe ſhall be. 
5s If Chriſt for enemies to God 
Did die, to end the ſtriſe, 
Much more when reconciled thus, 
He ll ſave us by his life. 
6 Yea, more than ſo, we jay in God, 
Throngh Jefus Chriſt our Lord: 
The preat atonement we receive, 
Aud ſo obey his word. 
7 Now he that 's Lord of quick and dead, 
I te God of love and peace, 


Thar trom the grave brought Chriſt our head, 


And him to lite did raiſe ; 
3 Who, as the ſhepherd great and good, 
Fls life for us did grant, 
And did eſtabliſh, with his blood, 
Th' eternal covenant, 


: From Rom. 


9 May 


Mz 


3 


81 


May 


6 Good news! that Chriſt there twice declates, 


——U— —_ 


"WIS 
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g May he in us bis work fulfil, 
Till he vs perfect make, 
Still ftrength'ning us to do his will 
For our Redeemer's fake ; 
10 And work in us what his word ſays, 
Is pleaſing him before, 
Through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be prage 
And glory evermore. 


SONG XIX. 


Marcnress Love #: the GirT of CuRISsT: From John 
in. 14. 10 17. | 


I Wondrons divine love to men ! 
When wrath 'gainſt us did ſwell, 
God took our nature, bore our guilt, 
To fave our fouls from hell. 
2 As Moſes in the wilderneſs, 
Did lift high on a pole, 
A brazen ſerpent, tor ſtung men 
To view and be made whole : 
2 So Jeſus Chriſt, the antitype, 
Was lifted up on high 
Upon the croſs, that wounded fouls 
Might look and healed be. 
4 And there, be ſays, Whoe'er believes 
In him unfeignedly, 
Shall never periſh ia their ſins, 
But live eternally. 
5 God lov'd the world, fo as te gire 
His Son to dwell in clay, 
And die, that all who in him truſt 
Might live with God for ay. 


All who in him believe 
Are ſafe from hell, and ever mall 
With God in heaven live ; 
7 And that his Son God did nut (end 
A loit worid to conde:an, 
But by his blood he did intend 
To fave condemned men. 
2 Believers all with Chriſt hall kye, 
And ne er condemned be, The 
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The broken law he fatisfy'd, 
Them for to juſtify, 
9 But vengeance juſt for ever lies 
On all the rebel race, 
Who God's eternal Son deſpiſe, 
And ſcorn his offer'd grace. 
to Obey Chiilt's call who faves the loſt, 
Serve God that 's one in three; 
To Fathc .', Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
Give praiſe eternally. 


SONG XX. 


GOD's Love in CHRIST wnalterable : From Rom, viii. 
31. to the end. 


I OD's love in Chriſt tranſcends our thoughts, 
In ſaving men trom woe ; 
It God 's for us, and ſtands our friend, 
Who then can be our foe ? 
2 Since God for us ſpar'd not his Son, 
But gave him up to die, 
His leer gifts he ' not refuſe, 
Nor ought that's good deny. 
3 Who ſhall God's elect ones arraign, 
Whom God hath juſtiſy'd ? 
Or who will dare thoſe to condemn 
For whom this ſurety dy'd ? 
4 Chriſt dy'd for os; yea, in his love, 
He roſe up for our ſake, 
And doth at God's right hand for us 
Still interceſſion make. 
5 Who from Chritl's love ſhall us divide f 
Shall trouble or diſtreſs ? 
Shall perſecntion or the ſword, 
Famine or nakednel: ? 
6 Nay, o'er all theſe we triumph ſhall, 
With the celeſtial pow'rs ; 
Through Jeſus Chriſt's victorious love, 
We 're more than conquerors, 
7 I am perſuaded death nor life, 
Nor principalities, 
Nor finite powers, nor preſent things, 
Nor yet futurities : 
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No height, vo depth, no creature ſhall 
Diſſol ve the twiſted cord 
Of mutual love *twixt God and us, 
In Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
9 Unchangeable is love divine, 
Time makes it not decay ; 
For thoſe whom once the Lord doth love, 
He them doth love for ay. 
10 From love, great mercies us thou giv'ſt, 
But one we ell ſing of ſtill; 
Eternal thanks to God for Chriſt, 
His gift unſpeakable ! 


rn oN Ai. 


Tu xRkSOLILIdd for GOD's free love in and through 
CHRIST, from pb. i. 3, Cc. Fph. iii. 18, Cc. 


[ LEST be Chriſt's God, and Father dear, 
For all our heav'oly fare; 
In Chriſt he hath enriched us, 
With ſp'ritual blefſings rare. 
2 In love he choſe us in his Son, 
Before the world he made, 
To make us blameleſs holy men, 
Like Chriſt our holy Head; 
3 Predeſtinate us of his grace, 
By jeſus Chriſt did he, 
To be adopted children all, | 
In his own family; - 
4 That all the. praiſe might ſtill redound 
To glorious grace alone, 
The Lord hath us accepted made, 
In his beloved Son: 
5 In whom, through his moſt precious. blood, 
We have . free, 
Ev'n full remiſſion of our ſins, 
That rich grace all might ſee. 
6 In wiſdom God makes grace to us 
Flow out abundantly, 
That grace may be aur laſting ſong 
| To all eternity. 
U 
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7 May we be graſping with the ſaints 
Chriſt's love to comprehend, 
Whole breadth and length, and depth and height, 
Do boundleſsly extend; 
8 And preſs to know that wondrous love 
Which knowledge all exceeds, 
That from bis fulneſs we may have 
Supply to all our needs. 
Now unto God who can do mure 
Than we can afk or think, 
According to bis mighty pow'r, 
That took us from hell's brink, 
10 All glory in the church by Chrilt 
To him be rendered then, 
Through :ges all fur evermure; 
Let all men lay Amen. 


SONG XXII. 


Gur hope is in CHRIST's RicnTroOUSNEsS, and 5: er. 
ing with him : From Phil. iii. 7, &c. 2 Cor. v. x, Cc. 


I NN heretofore thought gain, 
And of them made my baait, 
For Chriſt that doth me juſtity, 
gave them up fcr loſt. 
2 Yea, doubtleſs, tis my fixt reſolve, 
© To count all things but loft, 
That I the excellence may kiuw 
Of Jeſus and his croſs. 
3 All worldly things for him I've loft, 
I them as dung eſteem, 
That I may Chriſt my treaſure win, 
And ſafe be found in bim. 
4 My righteouſneſs as rags I quit, 
I plead what Chriſt bath done; + 
This righteenmels which God ordains, 
By faith I take alone. 
5 May I know [cſus in that power 
Which rais'd him from the grave, 
That with him in his fulterings 
I fellowſhip may haze; 
Dn 6 And 


10 


Ind 


SCRIPTURE SONGS. 231 


6 And being conformed to his death, 
By dying unto fin, 
A reſurrection bleſt from death 
I may obtain through him. 
7 Yea, now we know if this clay houſe 
Diſſolv'd were off the field, 
An heav'nly houſe we have on high, 
Which God hin, ſelf doth build. 
8 With ſtrong deſires we therefore groan, 
That to us it were giv'n, 
To know that bliſs, and be new cloth'd 
With our pure houſe in heav'n. 
9 We walk by faith, and not by ſigbt, 
And hence we often ſay, 
Content we would the budy leave, 
And dwell with Chriſt for ay. 
10 Faith's views of Chriſt prompt us to ſeek, 
And make it ſtill our care, 
That whether here, or with our Lord, 
Of his love we may ſhare, 


SONG XXII. 


4 TaankxsGiving for the FrutTs of CHRIST's Re- 
SURRECTION: From 1 Pet. i. 3, 4, Ce. 


I OR ever bleſſed be the God 
And Father of our Lord, 
Whoſe mercy doth to us abound, 
According to his word ; 
2 Who hath begotten us again 
Unto a lively hope, 
By Chriſt his riſing from the dead, 
Of faith the bleſſed prop : 
3 For by it we well lecur'd 
Of an inheritance, 
That 's not corrupted nor defil'd, 
Nor fades by any chance ; 
4 Whichas for us in heav'n reſerv'd, 
And we are kept for it, 
By the Almighty pow*r of God, 
Through faith, till we be fit | 
| U 2 8 5 Fer 
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5 For that ſalvation glorious, 
To be reveal'd at laſt, 
Of which we wait to be poſſeſt, 
When times and days are paſt. 
6 In this bleſt hope we do rejoice, 
Though for a time we need 
Here to be kept in heavineſs, 
Through trials multiply'd. 
7 Our faith, more precious than gold, 
By fire is tried here, | 
That unto praiſe it may be found, 
When Jeſus doth appear. 
8 This Jeſus, though unteen, we love, 
In him believing ſtill, | 
Which yields us joy unſpeakable, 
That is of glory full, 
o When Jelus comes, we ſhall receive 
The bleſt end of our faith, 
Ev'n the ſalvation of our fouls, 
Procur'd us by his death. 


SONG XXIV. 


The Sows of GOD mamfeſi:2 + From 1 Jahn iii. 1, 2, Ec. 


I EHOLD how matchleſs is that love! 
The Father hath beſtou d 
Ou men, that we ſhould be adopt 
And cali'd the ſons of God! 
2 His image he makes us to bear, 
As [ons of beav'aly birth; 
This dignity exalts us far 
Above the kings on earth, 
3 Though now the world us doth not know, 
As Chriit. it never knew, © 
Yet God doth own us as his ſons, 
We 're chang'd and burn anew. 
4 And what hereafter we ſhall be, 
It doth not yer appear, . 
But this we know, when Chriſt ſhall come, 
We ſhall his likeneſs bear: 
5 For we ſhall ſee him as he is, 
And like him ſhine full bright: 
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We then come near our glorions Sun, 
From whom we have our light. 
6 As Chriſt is holy, ſo muſt we; 
All who hope for that hodr, 
Themſelves will alſo purify, 
As he the Lord is pure. 
7 Let's here, as ſtrangers, ſollow peace, 
And walk with one accord, 
And always ſtudy holineſs, 
As we would lee the Lord. | 
8 No eye hath ſeen, no ear hath heard, 
No heart can things above 
Conceive, which Jelvs hath prepar'd 
For them who do him love. 


SONG XXV. 


The glorious TRINITY adored, and CHRIST's Love ex- 
tolled : From Rev. i. 4, 5, Cc. Rev. iv. 8, Cc. 


1 M* we have grace and peace from God, 
The glorious One in Three, 
Wi us created and redeem'd, 
GC. And us doth ſanctify: 
| 2 Ev'n from the Father who ſtill was, 
Who is, and itill ſhall be, | 
And from the ſev'nfold working Sp'cit, 
Before his throne on high ; 
2 From Jeſus Chriſt, the witneſs true, 
And firſt born frum the dead, 
Who of all earthly kings and powers 
Is Prince and ruling Head : 
4 To this great Lord, that fo loy'd man, 
Such lothſome men as we, 
As waſh us irghis precious blood, 
Our ſouls from {in to free; 
5 To him who made us kings and prieſtz, 
To God his Father high, 
Be glory and dominion 
Through all eternity. 
5 Behold he eomes with flying clougs, 
Him ev'ry eye ſhall lee, | on 
We U 3 : N And 
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And unbelievers who him pierc'd 
Shall wail moſt bitterly. 
7 But let believers lift their heads 
With joy, to ſee and hear, 
For then complete redemption 
To them is very near. 
3 The hoſts above their homage pay, 
And crowns caſt on the ground, 
They uever ceaſe by night nor day, 
Theſe prailes to refound : 
9 © O holy, holy, holy Lord, 
* Almighty God alone, 
Who ever was, and allo is, 
And ever is to come !' 
10 Glory, power, and honuur ſtill 
Thou rt worthy to receive; 
All things were wade to pleaſe thy will, 
Ard by thy pleaſure live. 
1 Moſt worthy, Lamb, art thou, they ſing, 
To be adored thus; 
Let with thy praiſe heav'n's manſious ring, 
For thou waſt flain for us. 


| SONG XXVI. 
„ye LAMB that was ſlain eternally exalted: From & 5. v. 


I 6 Kar heav'nly hoſt and eMers juin, 
To bow before the Lamb, 
Witn golden harps, and ſweeteſt tunes, 
They trumpet forth his fame. 
2 They cry, © O Father, who ſhall look 
© Into thy ſecret will? 
* Worthy the Lamb to take the book, 
And open ev ry ſeal. — 
3 * Thon'rt fit God's myſi'ries o reveal, 
For theu waſt flain for us, 
* And thy blood purchas'd us to God, 
Which thou ſhed'ſt on the croſs, 
4 © From ev'ry nation, kindred, tongue, 
« Thy precious blood us bought 3 
* Well thou deſerv'ſt our praifing ſongs, 
* Who us ſalvation brought. 
5 5 Uato 
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5 f Unto the Lamb that once was ſhin 
© Be endlef(< praiſes giv'n, 
£ By all that dwell upon the earth, 
And all the hoſts of heav'n. 
5 © Thou haſt us ranſom'd with thy blcod, 
And ſet us pris'ners free; 
© Thou mak'it us kings and prieſts to God, 
And we ſhall reign with thee.” 
Let 's join, while here, our chearful fong3 
W ith hoſts around the throne, | 
Ten thouland thouſands are their tongues, 
Yet all agree in one. 
3 * Worthy the Lanb that dy'd (they cry) 
To be exalted thus, | 
* Worthy the Lawb (let us reply) 
© For he was flain for us, 
9 The Lamb is worthy to receive 
© Strength, wildom, riches, might; 
© Eternal honours we aſcribe 
© To him, for "tis his right. 
1> * Let heav'n and earth unite in one, 
| To pr- iſe the glorions name 


Of him that lus upon the throne, 
s And to adore the Lamb.“ 


SON & XXVII. 


4 picw of the SalNx TS ard MART IIS in heaven > 
From Rev. vii. 


* 


1 ET 's view by faith the faints above, 
i\edeemn'\| from fin by Jeſus' love, 
Their various tribes, their ſu cet employ, 
fn raptures of eterval joy. 
2 The patriarchs, with Jacub's race, 

' Rais'd up to heaven by Gad's free grace! 
With ſongs they praiſe their father's God, 
Who led them home the heav'nly road. 

3 Next, fee a nun ous multitude, 
Redeem'd from hell by Jefns* blood, 
From ev'ry nation, kindred, tongue, 


Who ſing an everlaſting ſong. 


4 In 
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4 In white rubes cloth'd they all do ſtand, 

W ith palns of triumph in their hand; 
Salvation to God on the throne, 
© They cry, and to the Lamb his Son.“ 

5 Next theſe, come angels, and fall down, 
Humbly adoring Three in One; 
© They cry, Amen, give glory, pow'r, 
© And thanks to God for evermore.” 

6 But whence come theſe in white who ſhine, 
All cloth'd with righteouſneſs divine ? 
Theſe come from ſuff*rings great to God, 
Their robes they waſh'd inthe Lamb's blood, 

7 The martyr's trials naW\are o'er, 

They ſee God's face for evermore ; 
The Lamb makes (ure their heav'nly bliſs, 
They 've iaid, He 's ours, and we are his. 
$ No more the teat ſhall them torment, 
Of ſcorching ſun. they ve no compliint ; 
The Lamb, who ſhines awidſt the throne, 
Shall be their everlaſting ſun. 
9 To Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
One God, who ſaved us when loft, 
- Be everlaſting glory giv'n, 
By all on earth and all in heav'n. 


SONG XXVII.. 


Cu n8T's vidtery and Babylon": downfall : Fr" m Rev, xviii. 


and Rev. XV. Ce. 


1 EII OLD, an angel Cuth deſcend, 
x With pow'r and glory great; 
To earth he comes, for a good end, 
Bleſt tidings to relate ! 
2 © Great Babylon that did enthral 
* The kingdoms of the earth, 
The time is come for her to fall, 
Which calls for holy mirth. + 
3 © Let heav'n's be glad, with all the ſaints, 
© Let propbeis all rejoice; 
* God doth avenge your long complaints; 
* With praiſe lift up your voice, 
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4 A milſtone eaſt by Gabriel, 
* And in the fea is drown'd ! 
© Thus terribly ſhall Babel fall, 
And never more be found.” 
5 Upon the ſea of glaſs they ſtand, 
The beaſt who overcome, 
With harps of gold into their hand, 
To celebrate her doom. 
6 Theſe conquerors do meet in thronge, 
And to Jehovah's name, 
They plealantly unite the ſongs 
Of Moſes and the Lamb. 
7 By Moſęs' hand the enemy 
Did fink deep in the flood, 
So drown'd our fins are in the fea 
Of Jeſus” precious blood. 
3 The conquerors with fluent tongues 
Chriſt's honour will proclaim, 
In ſweeter notes than Moſes” ſongs, 
They l tune thoſe of the Lamb. 
9 All nations ſhall to thee bow dowa, 
And worſhip rev'rently, 


When once thy judgments are made known 


Againſt thine enemy. 
10 The hoſts of Gad, with one conſe nt, 
Shall hallelujahs fing, 
When the Lord God Omnipotent 
Takes his great power to reign. 
11 At length will end the devil's reign 
Over the ſons of men, - 
Let heay'n and earth rejoice and ſing, 
With all that dwell in them, 


SONG XX. 


The gaod news of the RAR SOM of CurtsT's BLOOD. 


1 f YREAT pity God fhews 

| To Gentiles and jews, 

e ſent them his gotpel to bring them good news: 
Good news to the loft, 

With racking fears tuis'd, 
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That ſound is a ranſom, in which they may boaſt. 
2 A ranſom of blood, 
That runs like a flood, 
Tueir ſins off to carry, who God's aw withſtgods 
News! that Chrift was kind, 
When hell's pow'rs combin'd, 
To rout them he freely his dear life reſfign'd. 
3 Blood ſtream'd from his fide, 
T' atone for our pride; 
Sin was the tormentor that him erucify's. 
Wen we have him view'd, 
With his blood embru'd, 
May we by this proſpect get all fin ſubdu'd, 
4 What ſight do we lee ? 
Chriſt ſtretch's on the tree, 
For rebels as we are moſt willing to die ! 
Pains dreadtul he felt, 
O let our hearts melt 
For ſin that did pierce him, when be bore our guilt, 
5 Since for ſins of men 
God's dear Lamb was ſhin, 
Hard muſt the man's heart be that yet feels no Pa in 
When the fun did faint, 
And hardeſt rocks rent, 
Shall we be ſo ſtubborn as rever relent! 
6 Our gloricus Head 
Our victim was made, 


Ta heal us u hen wounded his blood all he med. 


In our place he ſtood, 
And pour'd out bis blood, 
Yea, giv-» us ſree acceſs to that bealirg ſcod. 

| 7 Chriſt's feaſt we ll atrend, 
And bis love commend, 

We'll think on his ſuff 'r ings till our hearts da rend. l 
His wound; I '!] not view 
Like a harden'd Jew, 

But when ict before me my grief I'll renew. 
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SONG XXX. 


The news of CarisT's pierced feet: From Ia. liii. 7 


I Hu, beautiful upon the Mount ! 
Where Chriſt's feet pierc'd on out acccunt, 
Where he was crucity'd! 
His feet, thoogh nailed to the tree, 
Sw itt tidings bring to you and me, 
God's wrath is pacify'd. 
2 Tidings that Chriſt has purchas'd peace, 
With treaſures full of needſul grace, 
To ſupply all our. wants. 
Good nes! that he bath purcias'd room, 
For every needy foul to come, 
To (it and ſeaſt with ſaints. 
ere men at God's bar ſtrictly try'd, 
None living could be juſtify'd, 
All would be guilty found. 
From juſtice throne we tinners fly, 
Fu Chrift our bleeding Prieſt on high, 
Where mercy doth abound, 
4 In Chrift 's the proper mercy-lear, 
Where we with God may humbly treas, 
In him God 's {atisty'd. 
His blood hath juſtice reconcil'd, 
Its flaming ſword hath quit the field, 
Juſtice is on our ſide. 
5 Now God his triendlinets to prove, 
Invites us to a feaſt of love, 
A rich aad coſtly feaft ; 
1 To par take of the rareſt food, 
Pardon and peace thro' his Son's bhiod, 
W hich angels ne'er did taſte. 
6 Lord, fin, the murderer here ſtands, 
That pierc'd thy beart, thy feet, and hands; a 
For which I mourn and grieve. | 
Lord, give a ſtrong courageous faith, ; 
IG To doom each darling luſt to d-ath, | 
| Sin thall ſhall no longer hive. 
7 This foe my Saviour betray'd, 
It bound and hawPV's him to be try'd, 


* 
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And raisd the furious cry, 
To crucify the Lord our head: 


But, good news! he roſe from the dead, 
And pleads for us on bigh. 


SONG XXXI. 


The LAMB's BAT TIE ard VICTERY. 


I F Ha Lamb fought for me, 
My foes vanquiſh*d be; 
The lion he conquer'd, when vail'd to the tree. 
The Lamb w ben ne fought, 
Great victory brought ; 
Our freedom from bondage to Satan he wrought. RY 
2 The Lamb for us dy'd, x 
He was crucify'd; 
Yet, when at the loweſt, bell's pow'rs be defy'd. 
He lay in the grave, 4 
Our loft fouls ro fave, 1 
Yet roſe as our champion, moſt valiant and brave; 
3 He ſought and he fell, g. T 
Vet overcame hell; 1 
T 
T 


He conquer'd and triumph'd, ſor ſuck as rebel, 
He roſe for our fake, 
And did the earth ſhake, 

The devils and keepers to tremble did make. 


4 Then rocks they did rend ; 2 H 
Him angels attend, Sl 
He taught his diſc iples, till he did aſcend. 
He went up in might, 
With chariots of Fight ; | 1.4, 1M 
A cloud him received out of his friends” ſight, 
5 Above he did land, 4 Fr 
Sits on God's right hand, T1 


Our High Prieſt and Sov'*reign, all things to command. 
There he pleads on high, 
| Loud doth his blood cry, 
For pardon to ſinners, who to him do fly. 
6 The Lamb's judge of all, 
The dead ke will call, 
All muſt ſtand before him, be they great or ſmall. 


His 


His 
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His mercy is great, 
His blood paid our debt, 
He will then abſolve us when judgment is ſet. 
7 Of Chrift that did die, 
But now reigns on high, 
Our ſongs with ſweet muſic we ll ſpread through the fy. 
With both hearts and tungues 
We'll ſing the Lamb's ſongs, 
Let ev'ry ſoul join us that to him belongs. 


SONG AXE 
CHRIST's SurFERINGS, and his Love fi 


1 BELIEVING SOULS. 


I HEN Jeſus pour'd out blood and tears, 
A unking load of wrath he bears, 
God's juſtice to appeaſe, 5 
A bloody robe for us he wore, 
His ſoul in pain did travel ſore, 
And all to bring us eaſe. 
a. The ploughers his dear back did plough, 
Their ſcourges here long furrows drew, 
In which his blood did run, 
They him expos'd to all diſgrace, 
They ſpat upon his bleſſed face, 
His loye this did not ſhun. 
He bore our curſe and puniſhment, 
Shed blood till ev'ry drop was ſpent, 
To ranſom us from wrath. 
Who can his love enough commend, 
That ſaves all criminals condemn'd, 
Who look to him by faith? 
From fin ard wrath thou doſt relieve 
The chief of ſinners who bekeve, 
Thy wounds do them incloſe: 
Their fouls in theſe thy people hide, 
And there they conſtanily abide, 
Safe from their deadly foes. 
5 A ſkreen from wrath, I know of none, 
But Jeſus” righteouſneſs alone, 
Which covers all our ſin. 
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Strict trial this can well endure, 
For it is infinitely pure, 
No flaw is found therein. 
6 Thou when on earth the ſick didſt heal, 
And to the hungry bread didit deal, 
Our ſouls when ſtarving feed ; 
More gracious they are than clay ; 
Lord Jjeſus, pity ſouls this day, 
And ſatisfy our need. 
7 Believers by thee are belov'd; 
A kingdom, ne'er to be remov'd, 
Shall unto them be giv'n. 
Rich crowns on them thou wilt beſtow, 
No matter what they want below, 
They l be made up in heay'n. 


SONG XXXIII. 


CHRIST 's great SUFFERINGS bring great BENEIII to 4. 


I HE Lamb ſilent ſtood, 
While men ſhed his blood ! 
Himſelf he gave freely, to be our ſouls food, 
Crown'd was he with thorn, 
Us'd with ſpite and ſcorn, 
Yet patiently bore it, to fave thee forlorn. 
| 2 Expoſed he ſtands, 
With nail'd feet and hands, 
Deep pierc'd, long bleeding, to pay law's demands. 
No man's tongne can tell, 
What prief him befel, | 
In ſaving loſt ſinners from ſinking to bell. 
3 He was doom'd to die 
On Mount Calvary, 
Sore preſs'd he did utter his laſt bitter cry. 
Our guilt which he bore 
Squeez'd blood from each pore, 
Great was his ſouls torture, that made him to roay. 
4 His wounds bring us peace, 
His pains give us eaſe, 
From fin's pow'r and bondage they do us releafe. 
Chriſt ſtraying ſouls ſonght, 
Their pardon he bought, 
From Satan's vile flay'ry their freedom be wrovght. 
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5 Lord, thy love's divine, 
It doth kindle mine, 
O let it cauſe in me all graces to ſhine, 
Dead ſouls to revive, 
When they life derive 
From thy wounds, the fountain that makes men alive. 
6 I'm ſinful and vile, 
My heart 's full of guile, 
It will be free mercy if on me thou ſmile. 
Lord, do not deſpiſe 
My ſou!'s feeble cries, 
Receive a loſt ſinner that to thy blood flies. 
7 This blood faves from hell, 
And tears doth diſpel, 
The thunders of Sinai the Lamb's blood doth quell, 
I plead thy free grace, 
One ſmile of thy tace, 
Or word to me ſpoken, would fill me with peace. 
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A LECTURE on 1 Cor. xi. 17, to the end, concerning the did 
Inſtitution of the LogD's SUPPER. Was 

| and 

Verſe 17. Now in this that I declare unto yon, I praiſe you thei 
not, that you come together, not for the better, but for C 
the worſe. the! 
18. For firſt of all, when ye come together in the church, 1 tics 
hear that there be diviſions among you; and I partly „Ti. 
believe it. | ſom 
19. For there muſt be alſo hereſies among you, that they which bre 
are approved may be made manifeſt among you. mo! 
N this paſſage the apoſtle takes occaſion to reprove the Job 
great diſorders and abuſes crept in among them in ad- my 
miniſtrating and partaking of the Lord's ſupper, which (as dox 
the antients tell us) was commonly adminiſtrated with a giv 
love feaſt annexed to it, which gave occaſion to the ſcan- giv 
dalons diſorders here reprehended. "0-1 
Verſe 17. We have the manner of his introducing the 33s 
«barge, * Now in this that I deelare unto you, I praiſe wy 
« yon not, &, Which ſhews his willingneſs to com- tak 
mend them ſo tar as he could. But ſuch ſcandalous diſor- Sch 
ders as they were guilty of in fo facred an inſtitution, he * 4 
could not paſs without a {harp reproof, Why? they in- pla 
verted the very end and delign of the ordinance, which An. 
was intended to make them better, or to. promote their — 
ſpiritual intereſts, but it really made them worſe. Where- goſ 
fore he ſays, they © came together not for the better, but chu 
the worſe.“ con 
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Obſerve 1. That Chriſt's ordinances, if they do not 
make us better, they are apt to make us worſe. If they 
do us no good, they may do us harm; if they do not 
melt and mend, they will harden ; and that corrupt ions 


will be confirmed in us, if the proper means do not work 


a cure of them. 2. It concerns us all to enquire into the 
ſucceſs of ordinances and ſolemn meetings. O tis 1ad, if 
our meetings tend-to the increaſe of our Tn, inſtead of the 
increaſe of our grace. Let us earneſtly deprecate this. 
Verſe 18. For firſt of all, when ye come together in 
© the church, I hear there be diviſions among you, &c.“ They 
fell into diviſions, ſects, parties, and factions, in their cele- 
brating of this ordinance; they fell a quarrelling one with 
another about meats and drinks in the love feaſts, or about 
the order of their down-ſitting, or the time when they ſhould 
begin, or did not (tay till they all came up. The whole churcit 
did not join together, but they eat it ſeparately ; there 
was allo uncharitableneſs, alienation of affections, diſcord 
and contentions among them, which very much marred 
their edification, and ſucceſs of the goſpel. 
Queſt. Seeing ſchiſms are mentioned here, what is meant 
thereby ? Who are guilty of ſchiſm, and who are ſchiſma- 


_ tics? Anf. In Scripture the word is variouſly taken: 1 


"Tis taken for a difference in opinions and ſentiments abcur 
ſome points, when there is no heat of contention, or 
breach of communion. Such a diviſion or ſchiſm was a- 
mong the Phariſees, about Chriſt's curing the blind mar, 
John ix. 16. tis ſaid © there was a diviſion among them, 
originally chidma. And ſuch ſchiſms may be among ortho- 
dox divines about leſſer points, and yet managed without 
giving offence. 2. The general ſeule of the word is, a 
dividing and breaking off from communion of the Churc!: 
in public ordinances, without cauſe, like thote Heb. x. 


25. * Not forſaking the aſſembling of ourſelves together, 


© as the manner of {ome is.“ And in this ſenſe the antients 
take ſchiſm as diſtinguiſhed from hereſy. Auguſtine faith, 
Schiſmatices facit non diverſa fides, ſed commugjonts a: 
rupta /ocietas, 3. In this place, and commonly in other 
places of Scripture, as 1 Cor. i. 10. 1 Cor. ili. 4. 1 Cor. 
Xii. 25. the word chidua is taken for uncharitable, conten- 
tious, and diviſive practices among the profeſſors of ihe 
goſpel, without breaking off from the communion of th = 
church; when people are chargeable with nncharitable 
comentiuns and * alienation of affections fro: 
* 
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their brethren ; for here they came together, and yet were 
ſchiſmatics. 

Obſerve. That may be ſchiſm, where there is no ſe- 
paration of communion. Perſons may attend ordinances 
together, and fit together at the Lord's table, and yet be 
ſchiſmatics in Scripture ſenſe, by reaſon of their uncharita- 
ble contentions, and alienation of affect ions: Whereas 
Chriſtians may ſeparate from each other's communion,, 
and yet be charitable one towards another ; and this is not 
ſo mneh ſchiſm in Scripture ſenſe, as to be uncharitable 
and contentious. . 

The apoſtle bad had a report of theſe divifions, which he 
did the more ealily believe, becauſe he knew there betov- 
ed nut only to be diviſions but herefies allo, that is, ſalſe 
doQrines, more dangerus than [{chitms; for hereſies are 
corrupt opinicns, which ſtrike at the fundamentals of 
Chriſtianity and all ſound religion. Hereſy, according to 
the modern ſenſe of tlie word, is an error in the ſunda- 
mentals of religion maintained with ob{linacy ; though we 
cannot ſay the word neceſſarily imports ſuchi a ſtrong ſenſe 
in this place, hereſy aud ſchiim ſometimes being ſynony- 
mous terms. 

Obſerve 1. We have no caufe to wonder that there 
mould be breaches of Chriſtian love in the Church, when 
we know ſuch offences will come as ſhall make (liipwreck 
of faith and a good conſcience. 

Queſt. How fays the apoſtle, © Iereties muſt come?“ 
What neceſſity is there for them? Ant. There is no necel- 
ſity of force upon any man to broach them, any further 
than his own corruption, pride, vain glory, envy, or con- 
tentious ſpirit, or Satan's temptation prompts him to it, 
But, the event is certain, becauſe of God's decree permit- 
ring them, who by his wiſdom orders them for wile ends, 
ihar they © wiio ace approved may be made manifeſt,“ by 
their conſtant adhering to tlie truth aga inſt all the tempta- 
tions of e ducers. 

Obſerve 2. A time of temptation and ſeductiou is a 
time of trial and diſcovery, who are ſincere and conſtant 
edrerersto tlie truths and ways of God, and who nor. 

Obierve 2. Ir is a pleafure to God to fee the taith and 
conttancy of his upright ones diſcovered to the world. 

Obſerve 4. The wiſdom of God can make the errors 
and wickedneſs of others a wil to the piety and integrity 
oi this aints. | 


Verſe 
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Verſe 20. When ye come together therefore into one 
place, this is not to eat the Lord's ſupper. 

21. For in eating every one taketh before other” 
© his own ſupper; and one is bungry, and another is 
7 drunken.” 

The heathens uſed ro eat and drink plentifully at their 
feaſts upon their ſacrifices, and this profane cuſtom was 
creeping in among the wealthier Corinthians. Many think 
the apoſtle was pointing here at their agapai, or love 
feaſts, that in thofe times cither preceded or followed the 
Lord's ſupper ; and they are called love feaſts, becauſe 
they were deſigned to manifeſt their love to their fellow 
Chriſtians, boch poor and rich, and the Poor carried away 
what was left at them: And alfo they had them to repre» 
fent our Lord's laſt ſupper, in which he eat the Paſchal 
Lamb, before he inſtuuted that or dinance now called the 
Lord's ſupper. Theſe love feaſts were founded on no com- 
mand of Chriſt, but came in by cuſtom, and by the Jews 
who became Chriſtians. Theſe would needs have an ap- 
pendix or appurtenance to the Lord's ſupper; and in i- 


mitation of Chriſt's eating the Paſchal Lamb before the 
Lord's ſupper, would have a ſeaſt or ſupper of their own 


to precede the Lord's ſupper ; and having provided it at 
home, would needs bring it to the place where the Church 
met. To this feaſt all the poor were invited at the char- 
ges of the rich, as an exprefſion ef their perfect love and 
charity one towards another, But in this Church great 
abuſes crept in, in this practice; the pcor Chriſtians 
were neglected and deſpiſed. The rich did either not in- 
vite them, or did not wait for them: But the rich haſted 
io eat What they had brought with them, and ſome of 
them ear and drank to excels, ſo that * one was hungry, 
© arother was drunken.“ The apoſtle inveighs againſt 
this practice, as turning a feaſt of charity into a debauch, 
and as that which made them incapable to partake of the 
Lard's ſupper. This was a {candajous irregularity, a pro- 
ſaning a ſacred inſtituttien, ard corrupting a divine ordi- 
nance to the laſt degree. What ſhould have been a bond 
of mutual amity and affection, was made an inſtrument 
of diſcord and diſunion. 

Obſerye x. Duties not done as they ought, are not done at 
all in Chriſt's account. Or a careleſs eating and drinkirg 
of the Lord's ſupper is as good as none, yea Worſe than 
not eating. So prayers way be made, yet not made; ſa- 
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craments received, yet not received; aims given, yet not 
given, becaule not done in the manner and form required 
by God. 
"Obſerve 2. A ſincere foul muſt and will look not only 
to the matter of the duty, but alſo to the manner of per- 
forming it. 

Oblerve 3. It is a 1- inous evil for Chriſtians to treat 
their ſelow Chriſtians with contempt and inſolence, eſpe- 
cially at the Lord's table: For the rich to de ſpiſe the 
poor, this is a great evil. 

Obſerve 4. That even in the apoſtolical and primitive 
times, great diſorders and irregularities had crept into the 
Church, and that there is no Church without ſpot in this 
imperfect ſtate. 

Obſerve 5. That the apoftle, notwithſtanding of theſe, 
doth not dire& the one part of the Corinthians to ſeparate 
from the other, but he only reproves and rectifies their 
abuſes. He doth nos ſay, Withdraw from ſuch perſons, 
for they will pollute the ordinance to you. No, if they 
be polluted, it is to themfelves, and not to others. He eats 
and drinks damnation “ to himſelf.“ Every man ſhall bear 
his own burden. Wherefore, ſays he, Let a man exa- 
mine himſelf,” not his neighbour. The apoſtle doth not 
encourage {eparation vx on that ground, that there were 
ſcandalous perſons admitted in Corinth, even ſome drunk 
about the time of partaking, which might be the occaſion 
of their divided way of communicating. But ke reproves 
their divided communicating, and charges them to come 
together to the Lord's ſupper, and tarry for one another. 
He indeed ſharply reproves their ſcaudalous practice, and 
tells them that it was moſt hazardful to themſelves to 
communicate unworthily, but he ſpeaks of no danger to o- 
thers. He commands them ta examine themſelves, and ſo 
to eat, but not to examine their fellow communicants, 
which certainly be had done, if their joining with them 
had made them partakess of their fia and danger. 

Verſe 22. * What, have ye nut houſes to eat and 
© drink in? or deſpiſe ye the church of God, and ſhame 
them that have not? What ſhall T fay to you? ſhall I 
« praiſe you in this? I praiſe you not.” 

The apoſtle here doth condemn both the abuſes of thoſe 
feaſts, and alſo their keeping them in the place where the 
Church met. Some underitand the church, of the houſe 
wherein the Church met, and call their ſcaſting there, a 
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profaning or unhallowing the place ſet apart for divine 
worſhip. Others underſtand it-of the people or poor 
members there met. Why do you deſpiſe them? By 
excluding them from your company, becauſe of their 
poverty; and ſo ye put them to ſhame whom God has 
adopred, and admitted into his family. This feaſt was 
originally deſigned for the poor's relief, and ye exclude 
them from it. 

Obſerve 1. The deſpiſing the poor members of the 
Church, is a deſpiſing of the Church itfelf, yea, Chriſt the 
head of the Church, as he that pinceth the little toe, pain - 
eth the whole body, and the head too. 

Obſerve 2. With what lenity and mildneſs the apoſtle 
reproves theſe great diſorders, * Shall F praiſe yon?” It 
was the firſt time he had told them of their faults, in hopes 
of amendment, and therefore doth it gently ; and ſome 
think this gentle way of r-proof had the due effect, becauſe 
no fault is taxed in the ſecond epiſtle that was reproved 
in the firſt. | | 

Verſe 23. For I have received of the Lord, that whicty 
© I alſo delivered unto you, That the Lord Jefus, the. 
© ſame night in which he was betrayed, took bread. 

24. © And when be had given thanks, he brake it, an 
* ſaid, Take, eat; this is my body, which is broken for 
© you: This do in remembrance of me. 

25. * After the ſame manner alſo he took the evp, when 
© he had ſupped, ſaying, This cup is the New Teſtament 
© in my blood; this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in re- 
© membrance of me. | 

26. © For as oft as ye eat this bread, and drink this 
© cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's death till he come.” 

After reproving their diſorders, he reduces them to the 

imitive inſtitution, and tells them, how he came by the 

owledge of ir, ſeeing he was not among the apoſtles at 
the firſt inſtitmion. It was by revelation from Chriſt; and 
what he bad * received of the Lord' he communicated to 
them without varying fre m the truth in the leaſt, without 
adding or diminiſhing. As if he had ſaid, As for theſe 
© love feaſts rhe, the Lord's ſupper, I receives no- 
thing from the Lord; you have borrowed them from 
© Jews or heathens: But all that I received from the Lord 
concerning the Lord's ſupper, I here ſet before you.“ 
And indeed he gives a more particnlir account of the in- 
Huution than we meet with elſcu here. 


. We 
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1. We have the author of it, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Obſ. Tis an act of Chriſt's royal power and authority, as 
King and Head of the Church, to inſtitute ſacraments. 
The Church has no power to appoint ſuch, bat only to 
execute and adminiſter what Chriſt 3 And as it is 

4 


Chriſt's ordinance, we ſhould have a 
and not profane or neglect ir. 

2. We have the time of the inſtitution, * the ſame night in 
© which he was betrayed;' whenhe was entering on his ſoul 
ſufferings in the garden, and going next day to the croſs; a 
night much to be remembered, being the laſt night before 
Chriſt's death; the night wherein he began his bitter agonies, 
and ſwate the bloody ſweat for us; a night, wherein he ſaw 
heaven, earth, and hell, even juſtice, wen, and devils, drawa 
up in battle array againſt him. A wondrous inftance of his 
love, in ſpending ſo much of that little time he had in the 
world (when he ſeemed to have more need to mind him- 
ſelf) in ſettling an ordinance for the confirmation and con- 
ſolation of his people to the end of the world. Whatever 
come of himſelf, his people muſt not be forgot.— Obſerve 
from the time of the inſtitution, the night before bis ſuffer · 
ing, that it is very neceſſary when ſufferings are approach- 
ing, to have recourſe to the Lord's table, which affords both 
an antidote againſt fear, and a reſtorative and cordial to 
faith. Wherefore Chriſt, for our example, communicated 
with bis diſciples the night before he ſuffered. 

3. We have the ſacramental elements, or the memora- 
tive, {ignificative, and inſtrutive figns, bread and wine. 

4. The things ſignified thereby, the body and blood of 
Chriſt, his body broken and blood ſhed, together with all 
the benefits which flow from bis death and facrifice. 

Obſerve 1. There is na tranſubſtantiation, as the Papiſts 


clal regard to it, 


abſurdly imagine. Why? Paul calls that which is eaten 


bread five times over in this paſſage, and even after what 
the Papiſts call conſecration. A plain argument that the 
apoſtle knew nothing of their monſtrous doctrine, which 
makes the bread by the words of conſecration to be chan- 
ged into the. ſubſtance of Chriſt's body, only the accidents 
of bread remaining, which affrunts and deſtroys the na- 
ture of a ſacrament, and gives the lie to our ſenſes, Tis 
called his bodv, becanſe it was a ſign and repreſentation of 
it, not his real body to be fure ; for then it would follow, 
that Chriſt eat his own body while alive, and that his dif- 
ciples did the ſame ; yea, that they deyaured that body 

over 
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over night which hung upon the croſs next morning, with 
a thouſand ſuch like abſurdities. But whether the Papiſts 
will or not, they muſt admit of a figurative expreſſion in 
this paſſage ; for when Chriſt ſays, * This cup is the New 
© Teſtament in my blood, they muſt mean that which 
was in the cup, and not the veſſel that held it; and this 
is the ordinary ſacra mental dialect, concerning circumciſion 
and the paſſover. Circumciſion is called Cod's covenant, 
Gen. xvii. 18. i. e. the ſign of it. Alſo the lamb is called 
the paſſodes, Exod. xii. 11. i. e. the ſign of it. Tis true 
the beathens laid it to the — of the primitive Chriſ- 
tians, that they eat human fleſh ; but falſely, as appears 
by the apology made for the primitive Chriſtians, by Ter- 
tullian and others; which apology had been falſe, had they 
daily eaten the fleſh of Chriſt in the ſacrament, It hath 
been always reckoned a molt deteſtable thing to eat hu- 
man fleſh, and much more is it to eat the God we worſhip, 
and devour him whom we pretend to adore. 

Obſerve 2. That both bread and cup are uſed together, 
which ſhews the unwarrantable uſurpation of the Papiſts 
in depriving the laity of the cup. It is directly contrary 
ro Chritt's inſtitution ; for our Saviour (as it were) fore- 
ſeeing the Papiſts encroachment in this matter, is more 
expreſs in his injunction concerning the cup, than the 
bread, in theſe words, Matth. xxvi. 27. © Driak ye all of 
it;“ and their obedience is recorded of the cup, and not 
of the bread, Mark xiv. 27. And they all drank of it.” 
Now, why is Chriſt ſo expreſs in this? Surely it was, be- 
cauſe he foreſaw in the after ages this ordinance would 
be diſmembered, by the pruhibirion of the cup to the laity, 
and that by the Popiſh councils and canons, with an ex- 
preſs on obſtante to the command of Chritt. 

5. We have the ſacramental actions both on the Mini- 
ſter's and people's part. 

For the firſt. Our Lord took the bread, he bleſſed ir, 
he brake ir, he gave it to his diſciples. 1. The taking of 
bread ſignifies God's chuſing, ferting apart, and appuinting 
Chriſt to be a ſurety and ſacrifice, and laying on him the 
ſias of lis people. 2. The bleſſing ſignifies his qualifying 
and furniſhing Chriſt with all gifts and graces needful for 
the diſcharge of his mediatory offices, and for anſwering. 
his people's exigencies. 3. The breaking ſignifies all 
Chriſt's breakings, bruiſings, and woundings, both in foul 
and body, which were for our ſins, in order to ſatisfy di- 
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vine juſtice, and procure ſalvation for us. 4. The givi 
Ggnifies his offering, giving, and actually beſtowing Eurit 
and all his benefits on us. There is no promiſe reſerved, 
no bleſſings excepted or kept back; all is theirs. 

2dly, The actions on the communicants part are to 
take, to eat, and drink in remembrance of Chriſt. 

Queſt. What is meant by * this bread? Anſ. It is 
the accepting of Chriſt as he is offered to us; a receiving 
the atonement, approving of it, conſenting to it, comi 
up to the terms on which the benefit is propoſed to us. 15 

is an accepting of Chriſt's grace, and ſubmitting to his go- 
vernment. Believing on Chriſt is expreſſed by taking cr 
receiving of him. Well then, when we are bid take this 
bread, we are bid take Chriſt and all the benefits of his 
purchaſe ; and that ſincerely and honeſtly, without diſſi- 
mulation ; entirely, fully, and without exception; with 
cloſe and particular application, ſaying, My Lord, and 
© my God ;' with thankfulneſs and praiſe for ſuch a glo- 
rious ſurety, ſuch a rich purchaſe, ſuch a free covenant, 
and ſuch ſuitable promiſes; with humility and ſelf denial, - 
renouncing all confidence in our on preparations, or qua- 
lifications of any fort, ſaying, * In the Lord only have J 
* righteouſneſs and ſtrength ;* and with full aſſurance of 
faith looking on the bread, as the Lord's ſeal and pledge 
of our intereſt in, and title to the bleſſings of the cove- 
nant ; and as a token from Chriſt that his budy was bro- 
ken for us; believing that Chriſt and all the bleflings of 
the covenant are herewith given to us, as really as Chiiſt 

ives the bread into our hands. | 

Queſt. What is meant by eating this bread? Anſ. It 
ſignifies our feeding by faith upon Chriſt and his benefits, 
which is done by our belie vingthe report concerning Chriſt 
and his purchale, and making a particular application of 
Chriſt and his benefits unto our ſouls, and their various 
neceſſities and exigencies. And particularly this eating 
ſignifies, 1. Our union with Chriſt. 2. Our ſatisſaction 
and mpla cency in him. 3. Our receiving ſtrength and 
increaſe of grace from Chriſt. 4. Our taking infeſiment 
and poſſeſſion of Chriſt and his purchaſe as our inheritance, 


5 and receiving this outward ſign as a pledge of the whole. 


As to the words concerning the cup, This cup is the 
© New Teſtament in wy blood, ſhed for many, for the 
© remiffion of ſins;' it is a figurative ſpeech, ſignifying 

that the wine in the cup, as repreſenting the m—_ * 
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Chriſt's blood, is a ſiga and ſeal of Chriſt's Teſtament or 
Covenant of Grace, confirmed by his blood. From which 
we may obſerve, 1. That every worthy communicant 
doth here get a copy of Chriſt's Teſtament put into his 
hands, with all the legacies and bleſſings it contains, ſuch 
as pardon of fin, peace with God, wildom, righteouſneſs, 
ſanctiſication, redemption, grace, and glory. Which 
Teſtament if we take hold of, and acquielce in the me- 
thod of ſalvation contained in it, and can prove our rela- 
tion to the Teſtator by faith and regeneration, we are 
children and heirs, and have an intereit therein.—Obſ. 2. 
What it was tkat purchaſed the New Teftament to us, 
even Chriſt's blood; there is never a line we read or hear 
of the New Teſtament, but we ſhould mind the blood of 
Chriſt. Had it not been for the blood of Chriſt, we had 


never had the New Teſtament written, and had it not been 


for the New Teſtament, we had never known the mean - 
ing of Chriſt's blood (ſhed. 

6. We have the ends of the inſtitution, r. To keep up 
the © remembrance of Chriſt.” Chriſt knew how apt our 
baſe hearts would be to forget him amidſt a throng of ſen» 
ſible objects as we here converſe with ; and how much 
our forge#fulneſs of Chriſt would be to our prejudice and 
diſadvantage; and therefore he appoints this ordinance, 
to bring Chriſt, his death and love to our believing, af- 


ſectionate, and thankful remembrance. 2. To ſhew forth 


© his death, i e. to declare, publiſh and proclaim it. It is not 
barely, in remembrance of Chriſt, of what he hath done 
and ſuffered, but alſo ro celebrate, publiſh, and -proclaim 
his glorious condeſcenſion, his lowe and favour to loſt ſin- 


ners. We declare his death to be our life, and the ſpring 


of all our comforts and hopes. We glory in this atone» 
ment ar-! ſacrifice, and ſpread it before God as our only 
ranſom. We ſet it in the view of our faith for our quick- 
ening and comfort. We own it before the world, as the 
only ground of our hope; and that we are the diſciples 
of a c:ucified Chriſt, who truſt in him alone for ſalvation 
and acreptance with God. 3 

7. We have a mandate or charge given for the celebra- 


tion of this ordinance, and for doing it frequently. Our 


Lord's command is twice repeated for ſecurity, this do: 
© this do ye.* It was cur Lord's will that we ſhould cele- 
brate the memorial of his death and paſſion. It is the 
will of our Sovereign Lord and lawgiver, the expreſs 
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command of a*Saviour, yea of a dying Saviour. A com- 
mand of love; and it is ſuch a command, as, if we duly 
obſerve it, will be a blefſed means to enable us to obſerie 
all tke commands of God the better. It is ſuch a con:- 
mand, as whoſoever lives in the wilful neglect of it, can- 
not be called a Chriſtian, but will be treated By Chriſt at 
the great day, as an enemy and deſpiſer of his dying 
love. Wherefore tis our duty not only to communicate 
and partake of this ordinance, bit we muſt do it often. 
We cannot maintain bodily health and ſtrength w ithout 
frequent meals, ſo neither can we maintain ſuul-health and 
ſtrength without this ſpiritual diet frequently taken and re- 
ceived. The antient Churches celebrated this ordinance 
every Lord's day. Let vs be thankful that we have this 
ſpiritual meal more frequently tendered to us than former - 
ly. O for ſharpened appetites for our food ! 

8. We have the perpetuity of the ordinance. It is to 
be celebrated * till the Lord come the ſecond time, u it hont 
ſin, for the ſalvation of them that believe, and to judge 
the world, — Obſerve 1. That the Lord's ſupper is not a 
temporary, but a ſtanding and per 1 ordinance. 2. 
That there is no need of ſacraments in heaven, for Chriſt 
is there bodily preſent. Faith is then changed into viſion, 
and hope into fruition. Here we hold commmion with 
him by ſigns and ſymbols, but above we will ſee him as 
he is, and enjoy him perfectly. The day will then break, 
and all the ſhadows will flee away. 

| Verſe 27. Wherefore, whoſoever ſhall eat this bread, 
and drink this cup of the Lord unworthily, ſhall de 
« guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 0G 
- 28. © Burt let a man examine himſelf, and ſo let him 
eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. | 
29. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eat- 
© eth and drinketh damnation to himſelf, not diſcerning 
© the Lord's body.“ 15 

The apoſtle having declared the original inſlitutiun of 
the Lord's ſupper, he comes now to inſtruct the Corin- 
. thians in the right uſe of ir, and to beware of profaning 
and abuſing this ordinance as they had done, 

Obſerve 1. The fin which he warns them of, viz. © Eat- 
ing and drinking unworthily.“ Queſt. What is this? 
Anf, It is not 2 weak faith, or weakneſs in knowledge, 
or want of perfef holineſs, or freedom from fin, that will 
denominate a perſon an unworthy receiver ; for this or di- 
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natice was not inſtituted for angels, but for men, who are 
imperſect and ſinful: But it is to come ignorant, without 
due preparation, without faith, without repentance, with- 
out ſelf-examination, without reſolution againſt ſin, and 
without reconciliation to God or to our neighbour, *' | 

Obſerve 2. The guilt and heinouſgeſs of this fin : They 
are * guilty of the body and blood of the Lord, i. e. It is 
an.acceſſion to the guilt of ſhedding the innocent blood of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Ir is an implicit ap- 
probation of the Jews' act in crucifying Chriſt, It is a 
trampling Chriſt's blood under our feet. It is a cruciſy- 
ing Chriſt afreſh, and harbouring the traitors and enemies 
of Chriſt in our boſum. = 
Oblerve 3. The danger of it, eating and drinking dam- 
nation to ourſelyes, i. e. They -. provoke God to inflict 
ſore judgments on them, temporal and ſpiritual judgments 
here, and eternal judgments hereafter. The meaning is 
not, that this ſin is unpardonable, but that it deſerve: 
damnation, and will bring it on, without repentance, 
and flying to the bload of Chriſt for cleanfing. Every fiu 
is in its own nature damning,” and therefore ken a heinous 
ſin, as profaning this holy ordinance, muſt ſurely be fo. 
But timorcus and fearful believers ſhould not be diſcoura- 
ged from attending this holy ordinance by the ſound of this 
word, as if they bound upon themſelves the ſentence cf 
damnation, by coming te the Lord's table unprepared, 
For hearing and praying unworthily incurs damnation, as 
well as communicating unwortbhily. But this fin, as well 
as others, leaves room for forgiveneſs upon repent- 
ance. | 
Obſerve 4. That unworthy receivers of the Lord's ſup- 


per do contract great guilt, and incur great danger to 


themſelves. . And therefore they ſhould be much concerned 
to guard againſt this heinons and dangerous fin, and cry 


with the Pfalmiſt, * Lord deliver us from bluod-guilti- 


neſs.” . 

Obſerve 5. It is only j to himſelf, it is not ta 
anuther that receives with him. For if a wicked man's 
prefence at the ſacrament ſhould pollute the ordinance t0 
a worthy receiver, then Chriſt and bis eleven apoſtles were 
defiled by the company. of Judas at the paſſover, at which 
he certainly was, and, as many think, at tbe Lord's ſop- 
per alſo. Which is abſurd. | 
Y 2 We 
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We have in verſe 26th, the duty required for preventing 
the ſin and danger of unworthy communicating, and that 
is the great and neceflary duty of ſelf-examination. It is a 
metaphor taken from goldſmiths, who try the truth of 
their gold by the touchitone, the purity of their gold by 
the fire, and the weight of it by the ſcale. We have here, 
1. The per ſon examining, * let a man examine.“ 2. The 
perſon examined, it is himſelf; he is to call himſelf to the 
bar of conſcience, and put queſtions to himſelf. 1. Con- 
cerning his ſtate, whether he has a right to come or not, 
2. His fins and ſhort-comiogs. 3. His wants and nece ſſit ies. 
4- His ends and deſigns; whether it be to obey the charge 
of his dy ing Savicur, to ſhew forth his death, renew and 
ſcal his covenant with God, get nearneſs and communion 
with him, nouriſhment to his foul, and ſupply to his 
wants. Ard 5. Concerning his graces and qualifications, 
Farticnlarly as to knowledge, faith, repentance, fear, love, 
thankfulneſs, holy deſires, and new obedience. 

Obſerve 1. It is not enough that a miniſter examine us, 
before par taking. We muſt examine ourſelves, for we 
only can try cur own hearts and thoughts, which a mini- 
iter cannot. | 

Obſerve 2. Our main concern before partaking is about 
ourſelves, - It is not about examining others, but about 
examining ourſelves that we are to te employed. It is 
nut what he or ſhe is that is to communicate with us, but 
u hat Iam myſelf. 

Obſerve 3. It ſhould therefore be our ſingular care be- 
fore comgunicating, to examine curſelves, and commune 
with our own hearts, as to our right to and fitneſs for the 
Le...'s table. : 

We have in yerle 29th, the true cauſe of unworthy 
communicatng, © not. dilcerning the Lord's body; i. e. 
not making a diſtinctien between this bread and common 
bread; betwixt the Lord's body and the bedy of a mere 
man; not prizitg aud eſteeming the body of a crucified 
Jeſus as the meritorious greund oi our juſtification. 

Verſe 30. For this cauſe many are weak and fickly a- 
mong you, and many lleep.” 3:4] 

Some were puniſhed with ſickneſs and weakneſs, and 
ſome with death, fur their irreyerence in approaching to 
the Lord's table. | 

Obſerye 1. That careleſs ard.irreverevt partaking brings 
on temporal judgments, as well as ſpiritual and eternal. 

Odſerve 
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Obſerve 2. That God may puniſh his own people with 
temporal judgments, for ſeveral of thoſe ſo puniſhed 
were in a ſtate of favour with God, as appears from the 
word Heep, the death of the wicked being bardly called 
ſleep in any place of Scriptuze; and from verſe 32. they 
were chaſtened of the Lord, that' they might not be 
* condemned with the world.“ Now, divine chaſtening 
is a ſign of divine love. 
' Obſerve 3. That the holineſs of an ordinance, or the 
habitual holineſs of a perſon, will not exempt bim from 
God's diſpleaſure and the infliction of temporal judgments 
here in this life, if he do not by actual preparation ſancti- 
fy the name of God in the duty and ordinances of his 
wor ſhip. 

Obſerve 4. That God puniſhes his people now to pre- 
vent their eternal woe. 

Verſe 31. For if we would judge our ſelves, we ſhould 
© not be judged.” 

If we would examine, try, cenſure, and ſentence our- 
ſelves, and ſo come to the Lord's table, we would eſcape 
the caſtigatory puniſhment, and condemnatory ſentence of 
God. Obſerve 1. That as it is our duty often to examine 
and judge ourſ=lves, ſo ſelf-· judging will preſerve us from 
the condemnation 7 of God. 2. That thoſe 
who through weakneſs of underſtanding are not capable 
to examine themſelves, are by no means fit to partake of 
this ordinance. | 

| Verſe 32. But when we are judged, we are chaſtened 
£ of the Lord, that we ſhould not be condemned with the 
* world.” 

The nature of theſe judgments, or affliftive evils, which 
befal the children of God in this life, they are chafter- 
ings, we are chaſtened of the Lord.“ To be chaſtened 
has a double aſpect, firſt upon our privilege, it denotes 
our relation, as children to God our Father. Chaſteniogs 


are a part of lis children's portion; yet in that we are 


chaſtened, it taxes us with weaknets; we are focliſh and 
unruly, and iber eſore, fo long as we are here, mult always 
go with a rod at our back. Chriſt, who was allo a iu, 
was chaſtened, The chaſtiſe ment of our peace was up; 
him; but his were judiciary chaſtiſe mems, not as a child. 
bur as an enemy, a maleſactor, in our ſtead. Obſerve, The 
merciſul dciign of God in chaſtening bis children, is {© 
pre vent their — When therefore at any tint 
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we are under chaſtiſement, let us juſtify God, and con- 
demn ourſelves, ſeeing his chaſtiſements are deſigned to 
prevent our condemnation. | 

Verſes 33, 34, 35. Wherefore my brethren, when ye 
© come together to eat, tarry one for another. And if any 
© man hunger, let him eat at home, that ye come not 
© together unto condemnation. And the reſt will I fet in 
© order when I come.” 

The apoſt!= cloſes all with a caution, to beware of the 
irregularities they had been guilty of, and to rectify them, 
that they come not together unto condemnation. Obſerve 
1. That our holy duties through our own abuſe may prove 
matter of condemnation. Chriſtians may keep ſabbaths, 
hear ſermons, perform prayers, attend ſacraments, and 
only aggravate their guilt, and bring on a heavier doom 
on themſelvgs. Obſerve 2. We have great need to ſee that 
we come to Gad in due order. 
_ Laſtly, he tells them, that 2s to the other points of 
church order, he would determine them, when he came 
among them: The reit will I ſet in order when 1 came.” 
Such unchriſtian dilorders may ariſe in the Church, as will 
require the preſence and coming cf an apoltle to correct 
and reform them. 
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A 
PREPARATION SERMON 


Before the SACRAMENT. 


Josnvà lit. $5. 


Sant%ify yourſclocs, fer to-morrow the Lord will do 
| * wonders among you. 


2 tliis chapter we have the hiſtory of Iſrael's paſſing 
through Jordan to Cataan; and a very memorable 
Liftory it is, for long after they are bid to remember what 
(;z0d did for them between Shittim and Gilgal, Micah vi. 
5. chat they may know the righteouſuels of the Lord.” 
5 e 
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Shittim was the place where they decamped, and Gilgal 
where they next pitched, See Joſhua iii. IT, compared 
with Joſhua iv. 19. He orders them to march up to the 
river ſide, where they came and lodged, though they were 
un provided of means to paſs it in the ordinary way. The” 
they had neither boats nor bridges, yer they go forward 
in faith, truſting God's power and promiſe, It was told 
them, Joſhua i. 11. that they ſhculd paſs it. We muft 
go on in the way cf our duty, though we foreſee difficu's 
ties, truſting God to help us through them when we con e 
to them. The people are directed to follow the Ark, v. 2. 
when born by the Prieſts and Levites, to teach us cloſe]y 
to attend ordinances, if we would have the marks of God's 
favour and ſpecial pre ſence. SE: 

In the text we have two things, 1. A command. 2. 
Reaſons given for it. | 

As to the firſt, * Sanctiſy yourſelves.” The word /andi- 


5 has divers accepratiors in ſcripture. Sometimes it is 


applied to God, we are commanded to * ſanctiſy the 
© Lord? i. e. to think and ſpeak reverently of him, or 
humbly to worſhip him. At other times we are command- 
ed to “ ſanRify ourſelves,” and then it impcrts ſeveral 
thing: 1. Our ſeparating or ſetting curſelves apart to 
fome holy uſe. 2. Our cleanſing ourſelves from all cere- 
monial pollution. 3. Our preparing ourſelves for iome 
ſole mn or ſacred action, by the uſe of ſome ſacred rites, 
ur ceremonies, ſuch as legal waſhing, &c. 4. Our put» 
tivg ourſelves in a ſuitable frame for attending on God's 
worſhip. 5. Our purifying ourſelves inwardly from ſin, 
and adorning ourſelves with holineſs. I might cite Scrip- 
ture for all the -fignifications of the word, as Excl. xix. 
22. Joſh. vii. 13. 1 Chron. xv. 12. 2 Chron, v. 11. XXIix. 
5. XXX. 3. &c. I ſhall take it here as comprehending 
{umething of all theſe ſenſes, eſpecially ibe people's pre- 
paring themſelves to attend the ark, and the diſcoverin 


f God's power, glory, and goodneſs, with a ſuitable 


ſorrow and awful frame of ſpirit, befitting ſuch a great 
occaſion, 

II. We have the reaſons for it, © Fur to-morrow the 
Lord will do wonders among you.” See how magnifi- 
cemly he ſpeaks of God's works, he calls them wonders; 
and indeed theſe were fo, the dividing of the waters of 
Jordan, and making them to ſtand upon a heap, and then 
to run back, turning fluids into ſolids, and cauſing the 
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Iſraelites to walk through the rapid river upon ſolid dry 

und. All theſe were great wonders of God's power 
and goodneſs towards Iſtael. Now, ſays Joſhua, ſince 
God is about to give you ſuch uncommon inſtances of his 
power and favour, ſanctify yourſelves,” compoſe your 
minds by meditation, prayer, and abſtractedneſs from tte 
world, that ye may be in caſe for a careful and religious 
obſervation of his wonderful works, and to receive the 
diſcovery of his glory, and the communications of his good- 
neſs, that ſo ye may give God all the glory, and take to 
yourſelves the comfort of bis wondrous works and gracious 
appearances. 

Doctrine. When God is about to make wonderful diſ- 
coveries of hisglory and goodnels to his people, then they 
ſhould make ſolemn preparation for obſerving and receiv- 
ing of the ſame. For confirwation whereof, ſce Exod. 
XiX. 19, It. And the Lord (aid unto Moles, Go unto 
© the people, and ſanétiſy them i day and to-morrow, 
and let them waſh their clothes; and be ready againſt 
* the third day; for the third day the Lord will come 
© down in the ſight of all the people, upon Mount Sinai.” 
Or 2dly, When God ſetstryſt with a people, they ſhould 
prepare themſelvesto attend lim, I Sam. xvi. 4, 5. And 


Samuel did that which the Lord ſpake, and came to 


Bethlehem; and the elders of the town trembled at his 
coming, and ſaid comeſt thou peaceably? And he ſaid 
© peaceably: I am come to facritice unto the Lord: Sani- 
© fy yourſelves, and come with me to the facrifice.” 
Method I. When it is that the Lord makes luch won- 


derful diſcoveries of limfclf to his people. 


II. Wherein the preparation for waiting ou this wonder 
working God doth lie. | 

HI. The properties of this preparation. 

IV. The neceſſity of it. | 

V. And la(tly, I thall make application. : 

I. As to the firſt head, When it is that the Lord makes 
glorious and wonderous diſcoveries of himſelf to a people. 
1. When, notwithſtanding of grieyous fins and provocati- 
ons, ke averts threateniug and impending judgments, and 
comes to them in a way of mercy; as when he tlireatens 
famine and ſcarcity, he ſends fruitful ſeaſons and plenty of 
bread; when he threatens the noi ſome peitilence, he re- 
moves it and ſends heath; when he threatens a blood 
ſword, he ſheaths it up, and ſends peace and ſafety. 

hs 2. When 
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2. When be is pleaſed to quell the Church's enemies and 
perſecutors, to deliver his people from their oppre ſſions, 
and give them the freedom of their aſſemblies, and of ob- 
ſerving God's inſtitutions in purity. 

3. When he pours out a ſpirit of reformation on all 
ranks and degrees, fo that people generally turn to the 
Lord, prize ordinances, prayer, family worſhip, and ap- 
pear againſt vice. 

4. When God pours out his Spirit on the aſſemblies of 
his people, ſo that the preaching of the goſpel it attended 
with life, power, and ſucceſs, to the melting of hearts, 
and converting of ſouls, 

5. When he diſcovers a Redeemer to a loſt ſinking foul ; 
when a poor ſelf condemned (inner, that was at his wit's 


end, gets a fight of the-poſlibility of ſalvation through the 


ſatisfaction of Chriſt. 

6. When he ſets forth Chriſt crucified before our eyes in 
the ſacrament; when he diſplays therein the wiſdom, 
juſtice, love, and goodneſs of God to ſinners in a moſt 
lively manrer. 

7. When he returns and makes his people's ſky break 
aſter a long night of deſertion; when he makes light ro 
ariſe and ſhine to them that were in darkneſs, and opens 
the door of his preſence chamber. | 

8. When he gives them the victory over Satan's temp- 
tations and aſſiults, after long ſufferings and conflicts, and 
ſpeaks to them as to Paul, 2 Cor. xii. 9. © My grace 13 
© ſufficient for thee ; for my ſtrength is made perfect in 
© weakneſs.” 

9. When he meets with them in ordinances, looſes 
their bonds, frees them from ſtraite nings in duty, and 
enlarges their hearts in prayer, and erables them to pour 
forth their complaints and requeſts before the Lord. 

10. When he cumes with a return to their prayers; 
particularly, 1. By lifting on them the light of his conn» 
tenance ; or, 2. By giving them a view of their covenant 
relation to God ; a well grounded hope of heaven, and 
rew flrength to grapple with ſin, perform duties, and 


It, When he comes ard gives a gloricus difcovery cf 
his greatneſs and majefty, fo as to fill them with awful 
fear and reyerence of God, and makes them cry, Lord 
© what is man, that thou art mindful of him?“ O the un- 


ſpeakable diſtance that is between God arid us! God is 


glorious, and the creature is nothing. | 
12. When 
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12. When he comes and gives the ſoul a glorions difco- 
very of the holineſs and purity of God, in his nature, his 
law, and his works, as he did to Job, making him cry, 
* Behold I am vile;* and to Iſaiah, Woe is me, for lam 
© undone, becauſe I am a man of unclean lips. 

13. When he gives a glorious diſcovery of the goodneſs 


and mercy of God, particularly in theſe inſtances, 1. The 


glorious contrivance of our redemption, by ſending Chriſt 
to ſave us. 2. In pardoning guilty ſinners ſo many crimes, 
and making them cry, as Micah vii. 18. Who is a God 
© like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and paſſeth by 
the tranſgreſſion of the remnant of his heritage? he re- 
* taineth not his anger for e er, becauſe he delighteth in 
© mercy.* 3. In taking rebellious traitors and enemies to 
God, to be children of God, and favourites of heaven. 
4. In exalting them above angels that never ſinned, and 
providing glorious manſions for them. 3 

14. When he comes in the ordinances, and quickens the 
dead and languiſhing graces of his people; as, 1. When 
he melts their hard hearts into the exerciſe of repentance 
and mourving for fin. 2. When he cumes and actuates 
their faith, enables the weak ſinner to go ont to Chriſt, 
caſt his foul and lay bis burden on him, and wholly to look 
to him, and lean on him for pardon and ſalvation. 3. When 
he comes and makes their hearts burn with love to bimſelf, 
and to precious Chriſt the Mediator, while he talks to 
them and opens up the Scriptures. 4. When he draws out 
the. deſires and pantings of the foul towards himſelf, 
5. When he quickens the ſpirit of prayer, and elevates 
the heart for praiſe, and enables the ſoul for every duty. 

II. As to the ſecond head, wherein this preparation and 


ſanctifying of the heart for waiting on God in ordinances, 


doth lie. Firſt, I: ſuppoſes, 1. That we are naturally un- 
fir and unprepared for approaching to Gad. 3. It ſup- 
poſes a work of God's grace and ſpirit on the heart; he 
only fits the ſoul for ſpiritual things. It is God that 
* worketh in us both to will and do of his good pleaſure. 
* The preparation of the heart in man, and the anſwer 
© of the tongue is from the Lord.“ Prov. xvi. 1. | 
Secondly, Ir directly imports theſe things; 1. The ſoul's 
being in a gracious (tate, tranſlated from nature to grace 
by the Spirit of God, and that the foul is reconciled to 
God by the blood of Chriſt, and a work of ſanctification 
begun; withoiit this we cannot be accepted. a 
2. It 
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2. It lies in bringing our hearts with us, and engaging 
all the powers and faculties of our ſouls to attend God in 
duty, Pfalm Ixxxvi. 11. Unite my heart to fear thy 
name; and, Plialm cxix. 10. With my whole heart 
© have I ſought thee,” 

3. It lies in our having right thoughts and nptakings 
of that gracious God u hem we approach to; 1. That we 
believe that God is, and is a rewarder of them that dili- 
gently ſeek him. 2. That he is incomprehenlibly great 
and glorious, fills the heavens and earth with his preſence, 
and that gi eat fear and reverence is dne to him. 3. That he 
is glorious in holineſs, and of purer eyes than that he can 
behold iniquity. 4. That he is fpotlels in juſtice, and will 
by no means clear the guilty. 5. That he is omnipotent 
in power, ſor protecting his people, and deſtreying Lis 
enemies. 6. That he is matchile(s in clemency and mercy, 
ealy to be intreated, and ready to forgive through Chriſt, 
7. That he is faithful, and keeps covenant for ever. 

4. It lies in having humble and low thoughts of ours 
ſelves, as unworthy to approach to God, or receive any 
token of his favour. The ſoul that is ſanctified and pre- 
pared for approaching to God, hath a deep ſenſe of ſor- 
mer ſias and miſcarriages, wonders at God's patience, 
that the earth has nut opened its mouth to lwallow it up 
ere now. | | 

5. I hies in cleanfing and purifying ourſelves, by ſearch- 
ing for and throwing out all rhole fins and evils that uufit 
us for converſe with God. If we would have God to ac- 
cept us, we mult regard no iniquity io our hearts; parti- 
cularly, 1. We muft caſt ont pride and ſelf-conceit. If 
we have a good opinion of ourſelves, our duties and per- 
formances, God will not accept us; we muſt caunt all but 
loſs and dung for Chriſt. 2. Worldlineſs, and thonghts 

about earthly things. 3. Unbelief and doubtings concern- 
ing the truths of God. 4. Malice and revenge. . Vain 
and wandering thoughts, and ſeek to have our hearts 
fixed, Pal. lvi. | 

6. Ir lies in our retiredneſs and abſtractedneſs from the 
world and earthly thoughts. In the remple, for as much 
fleſh as was uſed there tor the ſacrifice, not one fly was 
ſeen ſtirring ; which teacheth us to drive away the flies of 
worldly thoughts in God's prefence, that they do not ſpoil 
or corrupt the ſacrifice, as that grievovs ſwarm of flies did 
every thing in the land of Egypt, Exoud, viii. 24. Do as 
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Abraham, when he went to approach God and do ſacrifice 
on Mount Moriah, Gen. xxii. 4, 5. * When he ſaw the 
© place afar off, he ſaid to his young men, Abide you here 
« with the aſs, and I and the lad will go yonder and wor- 
© ſhip.” He knew that if they had gone along with him, 
they would ſo diſtract him with their clamour, that he 
could not offer facrifice with that freedom and tranquility 
of ſpirit requiſite. 

7. It lies in examining the principles from which you 
act, and ends to which you move in duty. The principles 
muſt be ſaith and love; the belief of God's command, and 
the love of Chriſt, muſt conſtrain you to duty. Your ends 
muſt be to glorify God and enjoy him; not as the Phariſees, 


to be ſeen of men; not legal ends, to get a reward. Sel- 


filh and legal ends are as a dead fly to ſpoil the ointment, 


and make duties unſavoury to God. O for right principles, 
pure and ſpiritual ends ! | , 

8. It conſiſts in labouring to get the heart in a ſuitable 
frame for converſe with God; as, 1. In a humble and ſelſ- 
denied frame. 2. In a ſpiritual and heavenly frame. 3. 
In a fixed and ſtayed frame, calling in all ſtray ing aud 
wandering thoughts, breathing out that prayer, Pfalm 
Ixxxvi. 11. 4. In a loving and affeftionate frame; for 
God is love, and love is the cement between God and the 
foul in duty. $5. In a cautious and watching frame, 
guarding always againſt every thing that may creep in, to 
indiſpole you for communion with God, and marr your 


acceſs to him. 6. In an active and lively frame ; all tle 
ſpices ſhould flow out, all the graces ſhould be in exerciſe. 
9. It lies in awakening our ſouls which are naturally 


dull and drowſy, to activity and livelineſs in duty, as Da- 
vid, Pſal. Ivii. 8. * Awake up my glory, awake pfaltery 
© and harp: I myſelf will awake early.“ Pfal. ciii. 1. 
© Bleſs the Lord, O my foul, and all that is within me 
© bleſs his holy name.” Be ſtirred up all that is within me; 
there muſt be a ſtirring up our ſouls to take hold of God, 
Iſa. Ixiv. 7. Put forth your ſpiritval ſtrength to the utmoſt ; 
pray with the moſt fervent importunity ; praiſe with ſpi- 
ritual elevation of heart; love God with the moſt ſublime 
affections; and do all in ſume proportion 1o the preatneſs 
of that God with whom you have to do, as Plal. cl. 2. 
© Praiſe him according to his excellent greatneſs.” 

10. It lies in our earneſt prayers to God to ſanctiſy vs; 


for we muſt put it back on him, and pray for the ſancti- 
fying 
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fying influences of his Spirit, for the ſubduing of fin, 
quickening grace, and perfecting holineſs in the fear of 
God 


III. As to the third head, the properties or this prepa- 
ration; 1. It mult timeous preparation. The Jews took 
time to prepare for approaching God in the paſſover, 
they had the lamb four days before in their houſes, tied to 
their bed poſts, that hearing conſtantly its bleating, rhey 
might look back to Egypt, and remember the forrows aud 
bondage they endured there, and be thankful for their re- 
demption; and eſpecially for their deliverance from the de- 
firoying angel that night he paſſed over their houſes, hic 
were ſprinkled with the blood of the lamb ; and that they 
might look forward to the Mefſiah, and remember the 
bitter agenies and ſufferings he was to endure for their 
ſins. 

2. Inward preparation. It muſt lie mainly in the 
heart ; a grave decent carriage is needful indeed, but God 
looks to more than the outward appearance, even to the 
heart. 


3. Conſcientious preparation, doing all as in the fight 


of God, before whom all things are naked and bare. Stu- 


dy to have ſingle ends and aims, to glorify God, and obey 
our Lord and Saviour's call. 

4. Diligent preparation, not dealing with a (lack hand, 
but applying your ſouls with the greateſt activity to the 
work in band, believing that your ſalvation depends on it. 

5. Humble and ſelf denied preparation, truſting in no- 
thing in yourſelves, but in Chriſt; depending on God that 


| he would fit and prepare your hearts, and accept graci- 


ouſly for Chriſt's ſake. | 
6. Univerſal preparation ; be mindful of all the parts of 


it, eſpecially of examining yourſelves with reſpect to your 


ſtate, your ſins, your wants, your knowledge, faith, re- 
pentance, love, and new obedience, 


IV. As to the fourth head, the neceſſity of this prepa- 


ration; 1. Becauſe of the falſeneſs, ſluggiſhneſs, and de- 


ceitfulneſs of our hearts; they love to wander from God, 
and are bent to backſlide in duty, as the wiſe man ſays, 
Eccleſ. x. 10. 
* the edge, then mult he put to more ſtrength.” Labour 
to heat the iron; ſeeing a blunt iron, if hot, will pierce 
more eaſily than a ſharper, if cold. Warm your hearts 
with the love and lulferings of Chriſt, 

| i Z 2. Becauſe 


© If the iron be blunt, and he do not whet 
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2. Becauſe it is the heart God mainly ſeeks in duty, 
Prov. xXiii. 26. My fon give me thine hearr;' he ſays 
as Joſeph concerning. Benjamin, except your brother be 
© with you, I will not ſee your face.“ If the heart be not 
brought to him, there car. be no acceptance. 

3. Becauſe God is well pleaſed with them that do fo, as 
with Jehoſaphat, 2 Chron. xix. 3. Nevertheleſs there 
« 42 god things found in thee, that thou haſt taken a- 
© way the groves out of the land, and haft prepared thine 
© heart to ſeek God.“ And he is highly diſpleaſed with 
thoſe that do it not, as with Rehoboam, 2 Chron. xii. 14. 

© And he did evil, becauſe he prepared not his heart tv 
© ſeck God.“ 
4. Becauſe God, whom we approach to, is an infinitely 
holy and pure ſpirit, and will be worſhipped in ſpirit and 
in truth. ä 
IMPROVEM ENT. 

Inference I. See hence the cauſe why lo few get diſco- 
veries of God's glory, and wonders of mercy, in the ordi- 
nance, but meet with a hiding God, they do not ſanctify 
themſelves, and prepare their hearts in a ſuitable man- 
ner. | 
II. Uſe of reprocf to ſeverals: 1. To thoſe who ap- 
proach God under the rower of wandering and roving 
thoughts, their minds are not fixed, ſa nc iſied, and prepar- 
ed. 2 To thoſe whoſe minds are going after their covet- 
ouſneſs, when their bodies only are preſented before God. 
2. To thoſe who are hypocritical and forma] in their ap- 
proaches to God. 4. To thoſe whoſe hearts are dull and 
Crowſy in God's ſervice. 

III. Uſe of trial. It concerns you upon this occaſion to 
examine if your hearts be ſanctified and prepared for ap- 
proaching God ro-morrow. It is highly necefary now to 
examine your fouls, let a man examine himſelf, and a 
© let him eat.“ I fear there are many unſanCtified and un- 
prepared hearts among ns. And in order to affiſt you 

therein, I ſhall give ſome marks, both negatively and po- 
_ (tively. | 

1. 8 marks of unſanctified hearts. 1. The ig- 
norant heart that knows not Chriſt, nor has any uptaking 
of the way ef ſalvation through his righteouſneſs. Such 
are unprepared, and incapable of gracious communion wirh 
God. See bow the promiſe runs, Jer. xxiv. I will 
* give them an heart to know me, that I am the Lard, 
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and they ſhall be my people, and I will be their God: 
for they ſhall return unto me with their Whole heart.“ 
2. The unbelieving heart is unprepared. 3. The impeni- 
tent heart. 4. The heart that harbuurs Chrilt's enemy. 5. 
The heart that hath no love to Chriſt. 6. No love to the 
friend of Chriſt. 7. No bungeriag and thirſting after Chriſt 
and his righteouſneſs. $. That hath flight thoughts of his 
ordinances. 9. Indiffereace about the ſucce ſs of the ordi- 
Na:3ces. 10. That reſiſts the motions of the Spirit. 11. The 
heart that is drowſy, and at no pains to waken itſelf. 
12. That is a ſtranger to itſelf, and to ſelf- examination. 
Such hearts are unſanctified and unprepared for approach- 
ing to God to-morrow. 

2. Politive marks of hearts in ſume meaſure ſanRtificd 
and prepared. 1. Hearts ſenſible of their depravity and 
ſinfulneſs. 2. That are ſenlible of their need of Chriſt, 
3. Hearts filled with revenge againſt ſin. 4. That are 
bumble and lowly. 5. Hearts truubled for heart plagues 
and fins. 6. Hearts that conſent ro the well ordered coves 
nant in all its articles. 7. Hearts that aim at communion 
and fellow hip with God in every duty. 8. Hearts that 
hold on in cloſe purſuit after Chriſt, notwithſtanding diſ- 
couragements and difappointments, as Mary Magdaleue, 
who would not leave the fepulchre, when others left it. 
9. Hearts that are unſatisficd with the beſt means and or- 
dinances, if God be not found in them. 10. Hearts that 
are applying themſelves to every duty in Chriſt's (Lrength, 


ſaying, withont Chriſt I can do nothing. 11. Hearts that 


are troubled when they drive heavily in duty, and are wea- 
ry of their remiſſneſs. 12. Hearts tender of the peace of 
God, afraid of ſin, and grieving the Spirit. 13. Hearts 
concerned about the ſucceſs of this ordinauce, both with 
reſpect to themſelves and others. 14. Hearts concerned 
for want of ſufficient preparation, praying, with Heze- 
kiah, for pardon and acceptance, though not cleanſed ac- 
cording to the purification of the ſanctuary, 2 Chron, xxx. 
13, 19. | 

IV. Uſe of exhortation. O communicants ſanctify your - 


| ſelves againſt to-morrow, that the Lord may come duwu 


S 
and do wondets among you, wonders of mercy tor yuur 


ſouls. | 
Motive 1. Conlider that the near approach you are to 
make to God at his table to-morrow, is the neareſt «,. 
proach you can poſſibly make on this ſ. e of death, Cob. 
Z 2 Lder 
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ſider what preparation God required of the Ifraelites for 
receiving the fiery law at Mount Sinai, Exod. xix. 10, 
11. Cod commanded them to ſanctify themſelves, waſh 
* their clothes, and be ready againſt the third day, for upon 
* that day the Lord would come down upon Mount Sinai, 
in fight of all the people.“ What awful fear and trem- 
bling, do you imagine was there among them, when God 
came down in a thick cloud, when the trumpet began ta 
Juund, the thunder to crack, the mountain to ſmoke, and 


the carth to rremble under ihe weight of the great God 


deſcending on it. Well, yon ſhould be under the ſame aue 
' of God in this ſolemn ordinance as they were. It is true, 
ke comes not down with ſuch terror, to give a fiery law 
as on Mount Sinai, but to deliver the goſpel of peace 
from Mount Sion. But mind, it is the ſame Gud that 
Speaks, hath the lame mzjeſty, the ſame authority, and 
thereſore yon ſhould prepare as careſully, and be as humble 
before him, as the Iſraelites were. Were God to come 
down among you to-morrow min terrible majeſty, ſhould a 
thick cloud fill this houſe, and ligluning break out, and 
ſhould you hear the thunder of his voice, © I am the Lord, 
© thou ſhalt have no other gods before me,” certainly ſuch 
a dreadful glory would make your hearts tremble witl.:n 
ou, and the earth tremble beneath you. Well then, Cod 
1s come down as really among you as among the Iſraelites, 
bear him with the ſame reverence, and be as intent uf on 
adoration as they were. Let not his gracious and familiar 
way of condeſcending to deal with you, tempt you to 
come with lefs preparation and reverence. 

2. Conſider the nature of that God you are to appreach 
to. 1. A great and mighty God, Plal. Ixxxix. 7, 8. God 
is greatly to be feared inthe aſſembly of the ſaints, and to 
be had in reverence of all them that are about lim. O 
* Lord, God of Hoſts, who is a ſtrong Lord like unto 
o thee, or to thy faithfulneſs round about thee ?? Weculd 
we feaſt with a great King with filthy bards and gag-" 
ments? ſouſeph prepared bimfſcY by favirg himſelf, and 
changing his raiment, bi ſore be went into Pharauh ; and 
wilt thou not prepare thyſglf, by putting thy wel in the 
holieſt dreſs and humbleſt potture, when thou art to go to 
the King of heaven and earth? 2. He is a jcalcus and 
omniſcient God, moſt jealous of his honour, and will corre 
in to ſce the guelts, Matth. xxii. . and then he will ſpy 
every unprepared and unſanctifieg gueſt ; he nutices the 


PIE 1 
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Nate of your ſouls, the frame of your hearts, the ends of 
your communicating, and your preparation before hand. 
O then ſanctify yourſelves, before you come to the feaft. 
2. He is a pure and hol; God; he cannot hold commu- 
nion with unholy perſons, be will be ſanctified in them that 
come nigh him, Lev. Xx. 3. he will be attended as a holy 
God, in a holy manner. Did a holy angel ſet tryſt with 
you at a certain place, againſt ſuch an hour, would you 
not prepare with all fericuſneſs and ſole mnity to attend 
him? Oh! but it is the Cod of angels that tryſts with 
you here, even the God before whom the angels adore, and 
cover their faces and feet with their wings, and ſay, Holy, 
© holy, holy, Lord God Almighty.” If the linen on the 
communion table, or veſſels that hold the elements were 
foul, ye would be ready to exclaim againſt it; and no 
doubt there ought to be obſerved an outward decency in 
this reſpect : Chriſt would have the very rom in good or- 
der where he was to eat the paſſover. But O it is a ſmall 
crime to have a foul cloth or veſſel for outward elements, 
in reſpect of what it is to have a foul heart, or an unpre- 
pared ſoul to entertain a holy God, and receive the body 

and blood of Chriſt. 8 
3. Conſider that God's people uſed always great pre pa- 
ration before ſole mn approaching to God, Gen. xxxv. 1 
5. Where we lee how ſolemnly Jacob prepared himſelf 
and his fainily, when by God's command he was going 
up to Bethel, to ſacrifice unto the Lord. They change 
© their garments, Waſh and make themſelves clean, and put 


© away their ftrange gods.“ How much more ought we to 


prepare, when we go not only to Bethel, God's houſe, but 


to God's table, by changing our garments ef fin, and put» 


ting on Chriſt's righteouſneſs by faith, and putting away 
and mortifying cur luſts and idols of jealouſy? We tte allo 
the P;u it's preparation for approaching to God, Pfaln: 
xxl. 6, Iwill waſh my hands in innoceney, fo will I com- 
pals thine altar, O Lurd,” The Jews had great prepa- 
ration fur the paſſuver, and fo ſhould we for the Lord's 
ſupper that is come in its room, Whercfore we find the 
primitive Chriſtians uſed to ſit up Whole nights at prayer 

before the Lord's ſupper, which they called 2 /Z. 

4. Cunſider that the matter of this facrameut requires 
ſolemu preparation. Solomon directs us, when we are to 
eat with a ruler, to conſider what is ſet before us, Prov. 
xXXAIi. 1. There are here the ſymbols of Chriſt's body and 

: 2 3 a blocs, 
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blood, rare food ! It is a great fin to abuſe common meat 
and drink, or to partake of theſe without ſome ſerious 
thought before hand. We would have veſſels clean to hold 
our ordinary food; but here is ſoul food, heaven's dain- 
ries, the jewel of heaven, Chriſt's body in the facramenr 
muſt be wrapt in a clean ſoul, as well as his body by Jo- 
ſeph of Arimathea, was wrapt in clean linen, and laid in a 
new tomb, 

5. The duties to be performed at the Lord's table re- 
quire preparation, viz. Covenanting with God, renewin 
our baptiſmal vow, expreſſing our love to Chriſt, ſeaſting 
on a broken Chriſt, 

6. You are yaturally unfit for this ordinance ; naturally 
you have neither habitual nor actual preparation, being 
clead in fins and tr<ſpaſſes, leprous, lothſome, carnal, and 
carthly minded. Wherefore we muſt be quickened and 
Purified, before we can huld communion with a holy 
God. 

7. Becauſe communion with Cad would be altogether 
diſagreeable to an unfanctified ſoul, he would weary of it, 
and take no pleaſure in it. 8 

8. Becauſe of the great advantage of this preparation, 
Tod will come to-morrow, and work wor.ders of mercy 
for ſuch as ſincerely aim at preparation. O then ſanctify 
yourſelves. Queſt. What are theſe wonders of mercy ? 
Anſw. 1. He will reiſe dead ſouls out of the grave, and 
Put life in them. 2. He will warm cold hearts, and put 
Jpiritual heat in them. 3. He will foften hard rocky 
Hearts, and make them tender and ſenſible. 4. He will 
cleavethe rock and make waters pgufh out of it, the waters 
f penitential tears. $5. He will cure the paralytic trem- 
bling hand, that could hardly be ftretched out, or grip to 
any thing. He will enable the weak ſoul to prip fait to 
Chriſt, and ſubſcribe his name to the marriage contract. 
6. He will ſtrengthen the feeble knees and lame fect, and 
anake the ſoul to run on in the way of his commandmevpts with 
enlarged heart. 7. He will kill ſtrong Goliab's and luſts, 
that defied the armies of the God of Ifrael. 8. ile will fix 
a wandering heart, and fix it on God and things above. 
9. He will heal a wounded conſcience by the Balm of Gilead, 
x0. He will brighten a dark cloudy mind, and re ſolve all 
the doubts and fears of a believer. 11. He willgive a ſight 
f the King in his beauty, a view of the fmiles of Chriſt's 
tovely face, 32, He will give a {cal of the pardon of all 

| your 


BS, 


your fins. 13. He will give a Piſgah view of Canaan, a 
fight of the promiſed land. 14. He will feed the hungry, 


aud fill them with the dainties of heaven.— O theſe are 


rare wonders of grace, that Chriſt will work for the pre- 
pared foul. O preparation is your ſeed time, receiving is 
your harveſt. Now, as a man ſoweth, ſo ſhall he reap ; 
© he that ſuweth ſparingly, ſhall reap ſparingly, and he 
© which ſoweth bountifully, ſhall reap alſo bountifully,” 
2 Cor. ix. 6. It is in the duty of partaking, as in tte 
duty of praying, the more prepared a man's heart is to 
pray, the greater is his return from heaven, Plalm x. 17. 
Thou wilt prepare their hearts, thou wilt cauſe thine ear 
© to hear.“ So it may be ſaid in the cafe of receiving, 
Thou wilt prepare the heart, thou wilt cauſe thine hand 
to give. When God picpares a man's heart for duty, it 
is a token he hath a hand prepared fur mercy. Hence the 
Lord makes that gracious promite, Plalm Ixxxi. 10. 4 O- 
© pen thy mouth wide, and I will fill it, q. d. I will enlarge 
my hand as you enlarge your heart. He faith, as Juſeph 
ty his ſteward, Gen. xliv. 1. Fill the men's ſacks as much 
© as they can carry.“ So as joſepb's brethren prepared 
ſacks in number and largeneſs, ſo did they carry corn a- 
way: And as you bring prepared Learts to the ordinance, 
ſo ſhall you reap benefit thereby. 

9. Becauſe ct the great danger in comirg uno: epared, 
If you do not ſanétify and prepare yourſelves, God will 
come and do wenders of judgment, wondeis of wrath, 
among you. 1. He may ir Hict bodily diſeaſes, as 1 Cor. 
Xi. 30. 2. He may ſend umimely death. 3. He may 
ſmite with defertion from God. 4 He may fend dark- 
neſs on the mind. 5. He way ſmite with deadneſs and 
impenitency on the heart. 6. With decay ing and wither» 
ing on the gifts and graccs. 7. He may ſet.d a leanneſs and 
barrennels on the foul, 8 He may (mite with formality 
and lilelefinefs in duty. 9. With ſearedneſs on the con- 
ſcicr.ce, fo as it fliall challenge for no ſin. 10. He may 
{end horror and terror cn the conſcience, ſo as to make it 
a magor miilatib. 11. He may let Satan loole againſt you 
with temptations, atheiſtical and blaſphemeus thoughts. 
12+ He may ſend you to bell from the communion table, 
as Matth. xxii. 12, 13. And he faith unto him, Friend, 


* huw came it thou in Þither, not having a wedding gar- 


ment? And he was ſpeechlels. Theu faul the King to 
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( 272 ) 
© the ſervants bind him hand and foot, and take him a- 
© way, and caſt him into outer darkne(s.' 

Queſt. How ſhall I get my heart ſanctified and prepa- 
red, ſo as I may expect the Lord will come and & won- 
ders of grace for me to-morrow. Anſ. There is a two- 


told preparation, habitual and actual; you muſt ſtudy 


both, and habitual preparation in the firſt place. Queſt. 
What is habirua! preparation? Anſ. It hath ſeveral in- 
redients init. 1. A covenant relation to God in Chriſt. 
2: A principle of ſpiritual life. 3. A ſtate of peace with 
God. 4. The imputation of Chriſt's righteouſneſs. 5. 
An univerſal change by regenerating grace. 6. The in- 
habitation of the Spirit. 7. A holy converſation. 8. The 
lamp of a profeſſion. Queſt. 2. What is actual prepara- 
tion for the Lord's ſupper? Auf. r. Sequeſtrating our- 
ſelves fromthe world. 2. Self exanfination. 3. Humiliatiun 
for fin. 4. Renewing of our perſonal covenant with God 
in Chriſt. 5. Reformation of what is amiſs. 6. Exciting 
of all the graces to a lively exerciſe. 7. Meditation en 
the death and ſufferings of Chriſt. 8. Earneſt prayer to 


God for preparation and affiitance in the work.— And 


zner your utmoſt preparation, you muſt lay no ſtreſs 
thereon, bur caſt yourſelf wholly on Chriſt for aſſiſtance, 
faying, It is only in the Lord I have righteouſneſs and 
« ftrengrth.'” We ought to be denied to ourſelves, and to 
look with David to the Lord both for afliftance and ac- 
ceptance, Pta!m Ixxi. 16. © I will gu in the ſtrength of 
the Lord, I will make mention of thy rightevutnefs, e- 
© ven of thine only.” You ought to imitate King Ala, 
who, though he had a greit army to figbt againtt the E- 
thiopians, yet cried to the Lord, and truſted in him alone 
ſur help as you have it recorded, 2 Chron. xiv. 11. And 
Ala cried unto the Lord his God, and ſaid, Lord, it is 
© nothing with tace to help, whether with many, or with 
them raat have no power; help us, O Lord our God; 
for we reſt on thce, and in thy name we go out againit 
this multitude,” So let every commiunicant ſay, * Lord 
all my ſtrength and preparations are nought, I have no 
power for celebrating '':is feait; help me, O Lord my 
God, for I reſt on thee, and in thy name I go to this 
great and weiglity ordinance.* And if you come for- 
ward to-morrow. in this ſelf denied and ſanctiſied frame, 
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| You have ground to expecl that the Lord will do wonders 
of grace and mercy fur you, 


ACTION 
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ACTION SERMON. 


From CANTICLES ii. 4. 


He brought me to the barqueting houſe, and his banner 
oper me was love, 


HE whole of this ſong is an allegorical deſcription 

of the myſterious union and communion betwixt 
Chriſt and his Church, under the perſons of a bridegroom 
and bride, which is a frequent metaphor made ule of in 
Scripture. The forty-fitth pſalm is an abridgment of this 
ſorg.—In this chapter Cliriſt and the Church ſeem to 


. ſtrive who ſhall dutvie each other in their commendations. 


Chriſt firſt commends the Church, and then the Church 
extols Chriſt. She compares him to the“ apple tree a- 
* mong the trees of the wood, verſe 3. Chriſt is a fruit» 
bearing tree, but the children of men are barren trees. 
And O but his ſhadow is refreſhing, and his fruit ſweet to 
a believer. But as if the ſhadow and fruits of an apple 
tree were too low a ſimile, to ſet forth his excellency and 
goodneſs, he tells us of the entertainment he gives her in 
the banqueting houſe, in the text. ; 

Where we have, 1. The place where the Spouſe was 
brought to, © the banqueting houſe,” or houſe of wine, i. e. 
of fealliag, becauſe wine is a principal part of feaſts; by 
which we are to underſtand the order, or means, whereby 
Chrilt conveys his graces and bleſſings to beſie vers; and 
there is none of all the ordinances of the goſpel that may 
more fiily be called the banqueting or feaſting houſe, than 
this of the Lord's ſupper, which is the great goſpel feaſt 
wherewith Chritt entertains his people on earth. Ordi- 
nances are called the banqueting hcuſe, becauſe of the 
great plenty, variety, and riches of the bleſſings he there» 
by communicates to his people. 

2. We have the perſon that brings her into this banquet- 
ing houſe, and that is Chriſt, © HE bronght me:“ which 
lzews, r. Our want of right to theſe bleſſings of ourſelves. 
All our rigi.t is in Chtiſt. 2. Our impotency to come to 
the ſcaſtiug huufe ; he muſt give us both ſtrengih and pre- 
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paration of ſoul. 3. The freeneſs of his grace in beſtow - 
ing theſe bleſſings on us. : 

3. The manner how ſhe is brought in, and that is un- 
der a © banner, ſtandard, or enſign. It is a military word; 
banners or enligns are uſed in camps and armies. Pſal. xx. 
5. * We will rejoice in thy ſalvation, and in the name of 
our God will ſet up our banners.“ Her march or entry 
into this feaſting houſe was joyful and triumphanr, ſuch as 
that of people under a diſplayed banner; or colours lifted 
up. Colours are uſeful to draw, invite, engage, and lead 
people after their captain; and the lifting up or diſplaying 
of colours is a fign to invite and direct thoſe of ſuch a par- 
ty or ſide, to come to ſuch a place, or march ſuch a way, 
Now, what is the device or motto of Chriſt's banner; not 
like thoſe of other generals, a lion, an eagle, &c. but 
LOVE. The love of a crucified Jeſus is like a banner lift- 
ed up and diſplayed in the guſpel for inviting and enga- 

ing ſinners to come to him. Love is the banner that 

briſt lifis up and diſplays this day, ro engage you to come 


to him, and liſt yourſelves under his banner. Love is 
that which leads to the barqueting bouſe, and furniſhes 


proviſion and entertainment for us there. 

Obſerve I. That Chriſt has rich feaſts in the ordinances 
for entertaining his people's ſouls. 

II. That the banner which Chriſt diſplays for drawing 
us to him is Love. | 

As to the firſt, I ſhall ſhew, 1. That Chriſt in the or- 
dinances doth frovide feaſts tor his people's fouls. 2, That 
the Lord's ſupper in particular is one principal feaſt that 
he prepar*s for them. 3. Why he prepares ſuch a fealt. 
4- Shall apply. 5 

As to the firſt, it is evident, 1. From God's promiſe to 
bis people, Pal. xxxvi. 8. They ſhall be abundantly ſa- 
© tisfied with the fatneſs uf thy houſe, and thou ſhalt make 
© them drink of the river of thy pleaſures.“ Iſaiah xxv. 
6. © And in this mountain ſhall the Lord of Hoſts make 
© unto all people, a feaſt of fat things, a feaſt of wines 
© on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the 
6 lees well refined.” This promiſe is concerning the goſ- 
pel times.—From Prov. ix. 2. where * wildom' i. e. 
Chriſt, is {aid to have * killed her beaſts, mingled her 
6 wine, and furniſhed her rtable.'—And, to name no more, 
from Luke xv. where the father prepares the fatted calf 
far his peniteat prodigal. 
2. From 
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Cbriſt's blood, which was {bed for many, fur the remiſſion 
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2. From the experience of God's people, as of David, 
Pſal. iv. 6. Ixiii. 5. and Ixv. 4. and particularly from the 
experience of the Church in the text, God's people can 
ſet their ſeal to this truth. 

As to the ſecond head, That the Lord's ſupper is one 
pt i. cipal feaſt, which the Lord prepares for his people. 
Wheretore it is called the table of the Lord, 1 Cor. x. 
21. It is called * a feaſt on the ſacrifice of Chrilt,” 1 Cor. 
v. 7, 8. a wedding feaſt,“ Matth. xxii. 4. In thele places 
the Lord's ſupper is principally pointed at.— I ſhall here 
ſhew wherein the Lord's ſupper refembles a feaſt; yea, it 
is not an ordinary tealt, it is a rich, royal, and magnificent 
fealt. 

1. At a feaſt there is rich and noble proviſion. So here 
there is more than bread and wine, even the body and 
blood of Chriſt, * my fleth is meat indeed, and my blood 
© is diink indeed,“ John vi. 55. What bread and wine 
afford to the body, viz. ſtrength, comfort, and nouriſh— 
ment, the ſame doth the body and blood of Chriſt, receive 
ed by faith, yicld to tlie ſoul. Here is ſpiritual food to 
the hungry ſoul, bread that eſtreugthens men's heart, and 
wine that cheers the fainting ſpirits. 
dom's gate, and wiſdon's teaſt. It is goud for us to be 
here, good to wait at her door puſts. Here the breaits of 
conſolation are drawn forth, here we may ſuck aud be ſa- 


tisfied. Here the fountain uf life, and the wells of ſalva- 


tion are opened, the ttone rolled from the well's mouth, — 
Here is the hidden manna, angel's focd, bread from hea- 
ven, yea the fruits of the tree of life, that grows in midſt 


of the paradife of God. Here is the water of life that ſprings 


from beneath the throne of God and the Lamb, clear as 


cryſtal; if you get but one drop of it, it ſhall be an ever- 
laiting ſpring in your foul, fo that you need not thirſt af- 
ter carnal comforts and enjoy ments. - Here are the grapes 
of 'Canaan, the fruits that grow in the land of promiſe ; 
yea cluſters of thele grapes are at this feaſt, the firſt fruits 
of heaven. In a word, there is at this ſpiritua“ feaſt for 
the ſoul to feed on, Chriſt crucified, and all his benefits 
and purchaſe; And are there not many diſhes and delica- 
cies here ? Se 

1. Here is pardon of fin ſealed to a believer. O is not 
this a rare feaſt and excellent cheer, Maith. ix. 2. Be of 
good cheer, thy fins are forgiven thee,” Here you get 


of 


Bchold here-is wito :i 


———— CC ———_——R m—_—_ 
. 


. 


Sa 


of ſins. Here we claſp about a crucified Chriſt as the great 

ropitiatory ſacrifice for our fins, and accept of him as the 
Fora our Righteouſneſs; and thus we receive the remiſ- 
ſion of fins. Here God faith to a believer, as Nathan to 
David, 2 Sam. xi. 13. The Lord hath put away thy fins, 
© thou ſhalt not die.” Here we hear the voice of joy and 

ladneſs, which hath made many a broken bone to rejoice, 
T: there any thing more ſweet than pardon to a condemned 
man near the place of execution? And what can give 
more joy, than a free diſcharge to a ſinner arreſted by 
juſtice, and drawn to hell's door to be caſt into that priſon 
for debt, out of which there is no redemption. 

2. We have peace and friendſhip with God; O rare 
diſh ! not only to be freed of a burden of debt, that would 
have weighed us down to hell; and for which millions 
already have been carried thither, and are roaring under 
it without hope; but allo to be received into ſpecial favour 
with God: For in this facrament a covenant of peace and 
friendſhi» is ſealed and confirmed. O mult it not be a 
ſweet cordial for an enemy, a rebel, to be owned as a ſpe- 
cial favourite of the King ef Heaven, fo that the ſoul may 
tend a challenge to hell and earth, and bid defiauce to men 
and devils, Rom. viii. 33, 34. Who ſhall lay any thing 
* to the charge of God's elect? It is God that juſlifieth, 
© who is he that condemneth? It is Chriſt that died, yea 
© rather, that is riſen again, who is even at the right hand 
* of God, who alſo maketh interceſſion for us.“ And you 
may ſay with David, Pſa). iv. 8. I will both lay me 
* down in peace, and ſleep : For thou, Lord, only makeſt 
© me to dwell in ſafety.“ Come life, come death, I am 
{afe ; my conſcieace is diſburdened, and I am at eaſe. 

3. Adoption is another of rhe diſhes at this feaſt. You 
are not only made a friend, but a fon and heir; and in 


this facrament you got ſaſine and infeftment of the chil- 


dren's privileges, relation, and inheritance. And here God 
ſaith, I will be a Father to thee; and, fon, thou ſhale 
be ever with me, and all that I have is thine. Thou ſhalr 
have my bleſſing and love, the ſmiles of my face, the kiſles 
of my mouth, and the arms of my grace to ſupport and 
preſerve thee. Thou ſhalt have my Son for thy elder bro- 
ther, thy prieſt, and advocate; my angels to be thy guards; 
my providence to be thy protector and manager: Thou 
malt have manna in the wilderneſs, and water out of the 
rock. Thou ſhalt be my heir, and joint heir with my e- 
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ternal Son and ſirſt born. Thou ſhalt have heaven for thy 
home, Chriſt's throue for thy ſear, and a kingdom for thy 
portion; an honourable maintenance while here, and an 
incorruptible inheritance hereaſter. 

4. Another diſh is peace of conſcience. This is one of 
the precious legacies which Chriſt leaves in his teſtament, 
which is here ſealed, John xiv. 27. It is here Chriſt 
ſpeaks peace to his people and to his ſaints, here he breathes 
peace upon them, as in Luke xxiv. 36. Do doubts and 
fears ariſe within you, that hinder you to believe the 

ood news, as With the diſciples; fo there is that in this 
23 which may check all thele fears. Luke xxiv. 
38, 39. © Why are ye troubled, and why do thoughts 
* ariſe in your hearts? Behold my hands and my feer, that 
© it is I myſelf; handle me and lee, &c.“ O but the prints 
of the nails may calm the doubting conſcience, and quiet 
thy fears. | 

5. Supplies and ſtrength to our weak and decayed gra- 
ces. Here Chriit's ſtore-houſe is opened, and we may 
get grace for grace out of his fulneſs; here the ſmoakip 
flax may be kindled into a flame, and the bruiſed reed find 
ſupport; here you may get weak faith ſtrengthened, cold 
love enflamed, weak deſire kindled, repentance renewed, 
hope made lively, the foul fitted and fortified for trials and 
ſuiterings, and prepared for paſſing through the valley of 
the ſhadow of death: Yea, in a word, you may pet all 
your wants ſupplied, all your grievances redreſſed, and ma- 
ladies remedied. Here you may get a meal that will both 
fatisfy and beget a ſtomach in you, that will prove life to 
your fonls, and poiſon to your lutts. It is here the empty 
toul is filled, rhe ſtarving creature fed, the poor beggar en- 
riched, the hard heart ſoftened, the cold heart warmed, 
the dead foul quickened, the par lytic hand cured, the 


blind eye enlightened, the thirſty heart ſatisſied, the feeble 


knees ſtrengthened, the ſtraitened heart enlarged, the was - 
dering hear: fixed, the creeping deſires elevated, the cloudy 
foul brightened, and the doubting ſoul refolved. O are 


not theſe gracious and bleſſed changes! Here you may ger 


{trength againſt your ſtrong luſts and temptations, and fur 


niture for every duty, ſo as you may pray with enlarge 


ment, hear with comſort, praiſe with eleyation of mind, 


and meditate with delight. 


6. Here is Chrilt's gracions preſence, and a ſight of bis 


countenance ; that is a rare delicate in this feaſt, that (a. 
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tisfics tlic ſoul, Pſalm xvi. ut. © In thy pre ſe nde is fulne ſs 
© of joy, that was the Plalmiſft's heaven upon earth. It 
is here Chriſt try ſts with his people, here be walks with 
them, and is held by them in the galleries; here he vilits 
them, and t.1ds communion with them, intimates his 
tove, and kiffes them with the kiſfes of his mouth. Here 
they ſee the King in his beauty, here the ſaints have be- 
held the beauty of the Lord, Pal. xxvii. 4. O this is 
worth,our while. O let it be our errand this day to mect 
with Chriſt, and fee his bleſſed foce. God's people in all 
ages have placed their happineſs here. Abraham rejoviced 
in a ſight of Chriſt, though afar oft, at 190 years di- 
ftarce. The wiſe men thought it worth their while, to 
undertake a long journey from the eaſt to fee him, though 
but new born. Old Simeon deſires to fee no more on 
earth, after he gets a ſight of him, though child. Zac- 
cheus ran and climbed up a tree to fee him, though deſpiſed 
of men. O now he ;s ſhining in glory, thall we not delire a 
ſight cf him? David deſired it as his © one thing,” Pſa], 
XXvii. thovgh he then wanted his throne and kingdom. 
The Spouſe leeks it as her one thi: g, Cant. iii. 2. * Saw 
ye him whom my foul loveth?* O but a fight of him 
weuld make your face to ſhine, a fight of him in his love, 
in his dyed germents, treading cut the wine preſs alone. 

7. Ano: her diſh is tle comfort of his Spirit, and the 
clearing up your intereſt in Ckriſt and glory, a fghr of 
heaven, and your names Written in the book of lite, fo 
that all your fears may be ſcattercd, ubjections anſu ered, 
doubts reſolved, and likewilc the evidences of your grace? 
cleared up to yur, fo that thongh you doubted before if 
you had faith, yet now you may be enabled 10 lay with 
the poor man, Lord, I believe.” You doubted before of 
your love, ut now may ſay with Peter, © lod, teu 
* that knoweſt all things, know e!t that I love thee.” Yeu 


doubted before of your interett in Chriit, but new you cn 


ſay with Thomas, © My Lord, ard my Gd, with Job, 
© I know that my Redeemer liveth;“ and with Paul, * 1 

© know in whom I have believed.” | 
"Thus have I ftewn you ſome of the rich proviſion and 
noble entertainment prepared in this banquet before 1 uit 
Yea, you fee it is not enly rich previſton, Eur there are 
choice rarities here, hidden manna, angels feod ; yea, not 
only choice, but plenty and variety, food adapted to cor 
ſouls' nature and faculties; tocd to nouriſh flrengthen, de- 
15 | ligut, 
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light, and refreſh the ſou). Here is food ſuitable to all the 
faculties, light to the mind, peace to the conſcience, ſatit- 
faction to the will, and food to all the attections. Here 
love may fatisfy itfelf in embracing the chief among ten 
thouſands. Deſire may ſatisfy itſelf in claſping the deſire 
of all nations. Delight may here bathe itſelf in the river 
of pleaſure, In a word, what can the foul need but is 
here? for Chriſt is made of God to us wildom, righteout- 
nels, ſanctification, and redemption. Here is precious 
blood to purge away our deep guilt; here is perfect righ- 
teouſneſs to cover our naked foul; here are riches, and 
unſcarchable riches in Chriſt, righteouſneſs for our juſtift- 


cition, and grace for our ſanctification; here all things are 


given us richly to enjoy; here hope may fecd on th; great 
and gracious promiſes. 

2dly, At feaſts there uſed to be lavers for the gueſts t 
waſh in, as at the marriage-feaſt in Cana of Galilee, where 
were ſix water pots {et for purification, John ii. 6. Doth 
ſenſe of de file meut ſcar you from partaking ? Behold here 
is a fountain opened, Zecch. xiii. 1, O come and wath in 


it, that ve may be fit io compaſs God's altar, aud fit down 
, * bi b 7 


at his table. | 

zaly, At banquets there nſes to be mirth and chearſul- 
nels, ſo here, when prodigal finners firit return to their 
father, he hath mirth and mic to entertain them, tee 
I.uke xv. 24 The tidings of Chriſt's purchale, and the 
promiſes, are the beſt muſc and melody in the world; the 
news of what he hath done and tufered, ouglit ro fi; our 
hearts and lips with the high praiſes of God, and thar kful 
admiration of Chriſt and redeeming love. O believers, 
conſider you are not to come like mourners to a funeral, 
but like children to your father's feaſt, a royal feaſt, © I will 


bring them to my holy mountain, and mike them joyſul 


© in my bouſe of prayer, faith the Lord: So that ye may 
eat this bread with joy, and drink this wv e with a merry 
hart, in hopes of God's accepting you and you; fecrifice, 
Ecclel. ix. 7. 
4thly, At feaſts there is the maſter of the feaſt, to b.4 
t.. gu ſts welcome, as ready as the father to welccme the 
p: od1gal child. Chriſt is the maſter of this fealt, he hath 
ſent forth his {ervants, to call ard invite you to the fesit, 
and now be is come to the table to bid you weicome, 
as in Cant. v. 1. © Eat O friends, cri. k, yrs rü abun- 
„ dautly, O beloved. 
5 5 ly, 
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leaſt. It is true, they fit at the upper end of the table, 
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gthly, At feaſts there are ſervants to attend the gue ſts: 
here the miniſters are ſtewards and ſervants to attend 
Chriſt's gueſts at this feaſt ; and their work is to direct 
you to the table, and to give every one their portion of 
meat in due ſeaſon. God grant we give not the children's 
bread to dogs, and them that have no right to it. We 
know not the heart, ye all have profeſled. yourfelves to te 
children, O do not muck God and his ſervants. 

6tlify, Here is a bleſſing craved by the maſter of this 
feait; yea, he has conmanded, and will command the 
ble ling, and his fervants are to pray ſer the virtue of that 
bleſſing to this table. 

7thiy, At a feaſt there is yoo? company. O there is 
rare company at this leaſt, © The King ſits at his table,“ 
Cant, i. 12. even the King of Glory. Chiiſt himſelt is 
there preſent, and the Father alſo; fer in this feaſt we 
have fellow ſhip with the Father and the Son, through the 
Holy Spirit. Here the children of Cod, yea the glorious 
{zints above fit at this table, and ſhare with us in this 


and we at the lower end. They have better appetites, ber 
ter mviic; they ſeed on a naked Chriſt, we by ſgns ar 
y mbols; but we bave all the ſame cheer. O what a great 
and good company is here !—We read cf Eclihazzar that 
made a fealt for a thouſand of his Lords, Dan. v. 1. But 
Lere is a feaſt for many thouſands, yea, to all believers, 
Jews and Gentiles, an open free feaſt, Ila. xxv. And we 
read that Ahaſuerus made a featt to all lis princes and ſer- 
vauts which laſted one hut dred and ciglty Gays. Efth. r, 
4. But here is a ſeaſt which laſls ro all eternity, 

III. As to the third head, why he prepares tuch a feaſt 
for his people? Anſ. 1. To be a ſole mu memorial of his 
ove to ſinners, in {ifferivg and dying for them; and this 
memorial is io te kept up throveh all generaticns till 
Chriſt's ſecond coming, juſt ſo tbe puſſover was a com- 
memorating feaſt to the IMaclites of their pratection ard 


deliverance from the bor dege o Ep) te 


2. To diſcov er his inne tiches and gace neſs to poor 
finners. So Ahaſucrus, El h. i. 2, 4. made a ſcatt to all 
* his princes and leryantsy to fl. it em tle ricles of lis 
excellent majel} | 

3. To exprels & : joy and lat! af llon be lth in the be- 
liever's coming i him. The father of the prodigal evi- 
denced his Joy tur my return uf lis fur (ue was dead 
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and now alive, loft and iow dM) by a feaſt ard muſic. - Q 
believers this is the day of tbe gladncts of Chriſt's Leart ; 
ad is he toſee his predigas returuing, and this fealt is the 
welcome home. 
4. To cxprels Lis love to believers, and that he might 
have opportuvity of rvearer communion and ſellou ſhip with 
tiem. At feaſts people have great freedom and familiarity 


witn one another, mimual expret] ors of kindnels, commu- 


nicating of f: crets, rejoicing in one another. O but many 
a poor {oul his been ravitied with Chritt's love here, and 
with the wine of bis conſolation ; he hath made rare diſ- 
coveries of Lis love to them. 

5. To ratify and conficri the covenant between God 
and us. It was uſual in the eaſtern ccuntriés to ratify con» 
ire ts and covenants by eating and drinking together, fo 
it was in the covenant made Letween Iſaac and Abimelech, 
{ee Gen. xxvi. 28. 30. And ſo it was a fæderal rite between 
Laban and jacob, Gen. XXI. 46. between the Hraelites 
ard Gibeonites, Jolhua ix. 14. between David and Abner, 
2 Sam. iii. 25, Coniider then, this is a covenanting feait, 
here a ſolemn b. r gain between God and us is ſealed and 
ratified. What is ti c birgain ! See the tenor of the cove- 
nant, Acts xvi. 21. Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
© ard thou hit be faved.*? Here we ergage to believe in 
Chriſt, and Chñriit erg:2cs to ſave us. Here Cod premiſes 
to de to us @ Goo, — we promile to be to him a people. 
Here God prom: ſex and ſeals the benectvs ci the coves 
nas on bi pait, and we promile and teal the duties of 
the co:en3:t on Gur gar t. Here God's givivg the {1g::s 
is a {ec al on his pa! r, and dur tak! 115 theim is a ical On Gu! < 8. 
Herz Chriil pives us lis tea end body to fave us, and 
we eie cur lon's and bodies to ierve him. Here Cod birds 
kimicit to be filuul, and we bind owiclves to be cone 
ſtan r. Lea, me lere ſwear allegiance to Chritt over his 
broken Loy and hed bled. 

" Rs e a Cut rdial to las poor faintiny ones, and for 
ſt: engtheun 2 the Wear a1 tet ble (t his people. Many 
of his pecple are lure calt Carr, and bave dwelt lor c: 
with AAA « And horrors; . at 4 tis sa relief to them, here 
Chriſt Hues, ve len, Peas 2. Others are weak 1!2 
grace, here, le brings them applies, here the decaved bave 
renewed tlic i ret gib, ler re =; ia ne have deen made ta 
leap as à bart, and the tongue i ihe dumb to ling. 
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7. To ſortify and encourage againſt all diflicultics ard 
trials we may meet with in Chriit's ſervice. We are to 


look for reproaches and perſecutions if we hold fait by 


Chriſt. Satan and the world will not bc idle, fee Heb. x. 
32. Here is a meal and cordial! to hearten us for it; and 
ſome have met with that in this feaſt which hath made 
them chearſully venture on ſuſſerings, and reſolve never 
to leave Chriſt. An hour of ſealing animates the ſoul for 
an hour of ſuſfering. If the Redeemer ſmile on us, and Bis 
Jove be ſhed abroad in our hcarts, we can bear any thing, 
ſuffer any thing, loſe any thing, and not be diſcouraged. 
O thea come, and take in provition againſt the evil day, 
for ye have awildernels to go through, Elijah was excited 
to take a double meal, for kis juurney was long. So if 
you would have ſtrength for your journey, Ohere you may 
have it; here is food more lublilting, durable, and nouriſl. 
ing than Elijjah's cake and cruſe of water, of which be 
eat and drank, and in the ſtrength of that meal went forty 
days and forty nights, unto Horcb the mounts of God, c 
Kings xix. 6. 8. What bread and wine afford to the budy, 
the lame doth Chriſt's body and blood in the ſacrament, re + 
ceived by faith, afford io the foul, viz, lrengthening, con- 
ſortiag nouriſhment. And who. but a mae man would be 
to cruel to himſelf, as to deny his faiut body its ftated 
meals and reliefs? O may it nut hearten you, that Whate - 
ver your {traits, bodily wants or necetinties are, and hows 
ever you may be deſpiſed, you have a great King ti:at ho- 
nours you, owns you, takes you to {caſt with himiclt here, 
and will thortly call you to the marriage ſupper cf tz 
Lamb above. 

8. To wean you from the vain pleaſures and comforts 

of the world, and from ſenſual delights; and to make yu 
Jong for that glorious and full feait above. This is a fore- 
taſte of it, and ſhould ſtir up a hunger for it; for this feat 
is the firit fruits of heaven. 
Improvement I. I infer what a horrid calumny kit is, 
that is raiſed againſt the ways of Chrilt by the devil and 
the world, that they are fad and melancholy, uf purpoſe 
to fright men from them. No, you fee Chriſt has royal 
_ Feaſts for his people, the world knows little of. A believer 
would not give a crumb of this ſpiritual feaſt for many 
days of worldly feaſts. 

II. Admire his condefcenſion, that the Lord of glory 
mould wake ſuch a feaſt for beggars, ſce Luke 3 

| Cur 
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Poor worms, vile ſinners, will he call us, that deſerve net 
a dog's crumb beneath the table? to come and fit down 
with the children at the table? O what are we that he 
ſlonld deal fo with us, linrers vile as the mire, aud black 


as liel., You hae far greater cauſc to wonder at this pr i- 
vilege than Mephiboſheth, 2 Sam. ix. 7. David a id to 
him, I will ſurcly hew thee Kindneſs for Jonathan thy 
father's lake, and will reſtore thee all the land of Sar] 
thy father, and thou ſhait eat bread at my table conti- 
nually, obſerve his anſwer, © What is thy ſer vant, that 
thou thouldtt ock 11 pon . a de ad dr. 2 At tam?” 

HI. How inexculable arc they who flight this feaſt, that 
has coſt Chriſt ſo dear, more than ten thouſand kir geicms ? ; 
He has made all things ready, and has been ca} By linners 
to come. Cortider how grit oully the King took it, when 
he made his marriage {uppcr, and thule het were bidden 
N nor come, Luke xiv. 24. 

- Exhortatiun. O commaunicants who have been pre- 
racing for this featt, come away tothe marriage, ail things 
are ready on Chritt's part. Obj. But Lew fa 1! get acc 
to the ng: ting houſe! Anl. Empivy Chriſt toe bring you 
in. It is he alone that brings his Spou! e in. You may 
come tothe table, and get the view ald elem erts, but un- 
leis Cheilt bring du in to the banque ti: 2 Foule, Je will 
But be taken in. It is only Chriſt that Cal! give Jou ape 
petites, and cluthe you with the weddityg garment; it is 
unly he that can quicken the dead li ul, and trengthen the 
weak, I can do ail things through Chriſt {!repptheniog 
* we,” faith Paul. He only can fend the Cumfurier, the 
north and fuuth gaies of tte Spirit, Fle culy can remove 
the burden of ha, avd tike lake the heart of ſtune, diſ- 
fulve doubts and fcuricr clogs. O Juck and long fur him 
then to bring you in, and lay With thote in Jclin xi. 56. 
« What think ze, vilihe come tothe feall :“ will he bring 
me into the bangueting Jane? will be tonch ny heart 
and take me by the band? Poor fi er, I'll tell you u hom 
he will bring in. I is true, it is net every one, wany come 
thronging to the feull that have 10 ground to exp c et to 
be taken in. But there are ſome he will bring in, and 
they are thele: 1. The hungry and thiifty finuer that is 
longing fur a mecting with Curilt, ſeulible of bis needs 
and wants, and crying, O a crumb from bis hand, a drop 
frem his weunds, a ſeal oi pardon from that table, elle 1 
die. Theſe have a promiſe to be filled, 2, The poor, 

broken 
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broken hearted, humbled ſoul, that has a deep ſenſe of his 
own nöthingneſs, and unworthinels, laying, I am not wor- 
thy that Chriſt thuvld come under my roof, and far lefs 
worthy chat I thouuld come under Chrilt's roa, my fins are 
ſo many and great. I; there any ſtandivg afar off with 
the publican, afraid to come to the holy table, ſaying, 
God de mercifulto me a liner, Chriſt will come to {uch, 
Ifa. Ivii. 15. * He will revive the ſpirit of the humble, 
* and the heait of the contrite ones.“ 3. The pyor praying 
and wreſtling foul, that has been putting up many a pett- 
tion, f1gh, and groan tor acceſs, laying, O that I knew 
© where to find him!” O when wilt thou come unto re, 
bow long wilt thou hide thy face? O have ye been itorim - 
ing heaven with your cries lat! week, laft night, and this 
morning? Have ye been _ ching for the opening of the 
door of The bargueting heu-! he will come and bring ſuch 
in. 4. Ail the friends and los ers of Chriſt will be taken in. 
O linner, art thou ſuch, fee thy warrant and thy w 8 
Cant. v. 1. O ay icme, Icaungt be a friend to Chriſt; 
IJ wiſh him well, and bis beep ws and iuntereſt. I carn = 
I am a true lover of Chi; but 1 find my heart glowing 
and warming ith detire to — 11d I would vive ali the 
world 1 had thee glowings kr: * led into a flame. T ake 
conrage, poor ſoul. Chrilt will not quench the Imonking 
flax,-he will blow it vp into a flame, and take thee in, 
$. Al lincere COV ENaUtINY ſouls, that have been yeiternight 
and this morning honeſtly confeming to the barpain uflered 
in the goipel, content io ule with Chr iſt as he viters him- 
felf, to renvunce their idols and utts, and ww give Chriſt 
their hearts. Is rhere any fer] willing to open to Chriſt; 
O then he will take you in, Ker. v.20, * It any man 
© open the door, | will me in to Us, and will ſup with 
© him, and he with me. O por ſinners, that never opens 
ed your hearts te Chriſt, be perſuaded to open to a bun- 
tiful Lord: open your hearts t him, ai.d he will open his 
banqueting hovie to you. O inner, haſt thou no need of 
Chrilt's daintics; art thou nat a poor periſhing, ſtarving 
foul, a familted prodigal, and needeit thou nut rhe bread 
of life ? Curiit is ar the door with variety of bleflings, and 
ready to open his hanqueting houte to yuu, O wiilye open 
to him? Conlider that if ye do not accept of Clritt, be 
may paſs liich a ſente ce againſt you, as in Luke xiv. 24. 
© For I fay unto von, that none of theſe men which were 
„ biidea fall tte of my ſupper.“ O will it act be dread- 
| ful 
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ful to ſee the ſaints fitting at the royal-feaſt in heaven, and 
you yourſelves ſhut out, like a company of ſtarving beg- 
gars ſtanding about the doors where the marriage ſup- 
per is kept? they ſee the lights, and behold the rich diſhes 
carried up, they hear the mirth and muſic of t!. gueſts, 
but not a bit comes to their thare. 

But as for you that are content to accept of Chriſt on 
his own terms, come away to the marriage ſupper, Chriſt 
the maſter of the feaſt invites you, and will make you wel- 
come. And in coming to this teaſt obſerve the following 
directions: 

1. Come with hely aue and reverence of God, the 
maſter and maker of this feaſt, If ye were going to a 
Prince's table, you would have ſome awe upon your ſpirits; 
mind the maſter of this feaſt is a glorious, holy, and jea- 
lous God, that will! not be mocked. 

2. Come with a pure heart and clean hands; waſh your 
hearts in the tears of rue repentance, purge them of all 
filth, through the blogd of Jeſus, which cleanſeth frem all 
fins, therways y ou *I] affront the inaſter of this ſeaſt. Should 
a beggar that has been wellowing in a puddle, intrude 
himſelf in that condition into a prince's ccmpany, fit 
down at his table, and dip his beſmegred hands into the 
ſame diſh with him, How would be take it? O come not 
with filthy rags and filiby bards to this Loly table, but 
repent of every fin, renuunce every lin, and re ſolve a- 
gainſt every ſin. 

3. Come with a holy fear and jealouſy over yourſelves, 
afraid that ye be nat ready. Cry, Lord, let me not 
wrong Chrilt or my on foul this day; O ict me not be- 
tray the Son of God with a kiſs; O let me not murder 
Chriſt or my own ſuul, contra blood guihineſs, ar drink 
damnution. O what if I want the wedding garment u hen 
the King comes in to view the guefls ? 

4. Come with a broken ard bleeding heart to view the 
fin Lamb. O will not the dying groans and bleeding 
wounds of Chriit move vou? When you lee him ſtretched 
out aud nailed, will ye not cry, O bchold my Saviour that 
was nailed for me, dying with love in his Leart, and ſmiles 
in his face; O it was mv fins drove in theſe nails. Re- 
member the ſun veiled his ſace in the time of Chriſt's ſuf- 
ferings, fainted at the fight, and could nat lock; O veil 
yours, retire inwarély, and take amends of fin the cauſe 
ot his fufferinge. e 

| 5. Have 
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5. Have on the wedding garment, viz. faith in a Re- 
deemer's righteouſneſs. Come relying on him for accept- 
ance, and look to him for ſtrength and furniture: Look up 
to him, O dead ſou], for life and quickering. How un- 
ſeemly «vill it be to ſee a company of dead corpſes ſet down 
to the feaſt of the living God? O be acting faith in a lively 
manner on Chriſt, for taith is the life of all: O come reach 
hither thy finger, and behold Chriſt's hands; reach hither 
thy hand, and feel the prints of the nails, and mark of the 
ſpear, and cry with Thomas, My Lord, and my God; 
here I will reſt, and here I will ſtay,” In the clefts of 
his wounds my foul will take ſhelter, where juſtice ſhall 
not reach me. ; 

6. Come with love, for it is a love feaſt. O love Chriſt 
that is is both the maſter, the maker, and matter of the 
feaſt. Chriſt's heart is bleeding and burning with love to 
yon, O let yours do ſo to him. Without love ye have 
nothing to do here. Come ally with love ard charity to 
all men, be ready to forgive every one, as ye Wuuld lave 
God to forgive you. 

7. Come with pantir g and tbirſting deſires, to fee and 
meet with Chriſt, ſaying, I care ror who be here, it Chriit 


be abſent. O the deſire of my foul is towards him, and the 


remembrance of his name, | | 

8. Come with expect«iion, depending only on Chriſt's 
merits. God's promifcs, and free mercy in Chritt, gree- 
dily expecting ſoractbing from Chriſt this day; zs the 
poor cripple man did from Peter and John, Acts iii. 4, 5. 
And Peter faſtening his eyes upon him, with John, ſaid, 
Look on us. And he gave heed unto them, expecting to 
receive fomething of them.“ Woe ordinarily receive 
little, becauſe we expect little. O raiſe your deſires and 
expectations, for ye come to a merciful and liberal Gud, 
that will nut let the expectation of the poor pgerift, Pal. 
ix. 18. ; | 

9. Come reſigning yourſelces to Chriſt. Give up your 
kearts to Chriſt, flying, Lord, I have no facritice to bring 
bur my heart, O that it were a thouſand times better than 
it is, it ſhould be thine, Lord, accept of this poor lacri- 
fice. | | 

10. Come with admiration and praiſe. O the high 
Priiies of God ſliould be in dur maus: Wunder and praiſe 
Gul fr the contrivance of our redemition, and for make 
lng choice of ſuch a Redeemer. O wonder and praiſe 
: TS Our 
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onr Redeemer for leaving his throne of glory for a man- 
ger; yea for a crols and a grave, and alt for the ſake of 
us. Say, Lord what am I, that theu ſhoujdft part with 
* thy glory, yea, with thy blood and life for ſuch a wretch 
£25 lam? O how am I atramed, that I love thee no 
* more; my heart is cold, my tongue is ſlow, I cannot 
© love, I cannot praiſe, O let heaven and earth, angels 
© and mien, join and extol bis free grace and wonderous 
© love,” If ye come in ſuch a frame, you will be taken 
into the banguetivg houle, and his banner over vau will 
be love. And this leads me to {peak a word of the Ban- 
ner of Leve. | 

Cirilſt upon the croſs hath liſted np a banner of love; 
he hath declared himfel{ willing tv receive every foul that 
will come under lis banner, and lift Eimfelf 10 fight un- 
der his cul.wus. As ye are proteting to leave the devil's 
ſtandard, and come to Chriſt, by taking your facramcur, 
(which uſed to be a military oath among ite Rumans) and 
{wearing allegianceto Chriſt; Omid ye are not tqdraw 
back, bit 74) ty Huw te Captain of Vour S ation, and 
fight again ſt the devil, the world, and the fleſh, If ye 
perjure yourſelves, and return to your old ways, ſaying, 
Welcome drunken cups, biovdy oaths, lying, &. ye will 
incur all the curfes of the Jaw, and veiigeance of the pof- 
pel alſo. O ye will link deeper into hell than others, and 
ye will be made to cry, Would :0 Gd had been the fon 
ef a Pagan or Mabomctan. Wherefore own and ſtand by 
the banner of Chrilt; and to enccurage you tu ſtedfaftnets, 
keep in mind that you have, 1. A noble general, who 


bath already conquered, aud is ready to join you in the 


fight. 2. A noble cauſe; it is the Lord's battle, they are 
God's enemies, and enemies to your ſouls alſo. 3. You 
have noble weapons, the ſhield of faith, ſword of the Spi- 
rit, &e. they are impenetrable and full proof. 4. Noble 
Pay, a white ſtone, a crown and a new name, grace here, 
and glory hereafter. 5. Ye are lure of victory, if ye fight 
valiantly, for Chriſt will fairly bring you out uf the field 

at length. | 
A Banner is a fon of union; it ſignifies that all who 
refort to it, are united in one company, onder iuch a cap- 
tain: O then fludy u:.ion among ourſelves. Let the con- 
{ideration of Chriſt's love nove ycuall to be united, and to 
love one another. O ſhun diviſion, diſcord, flandering and 
Lackbiting ; ye are ſoldiers of one company, and under 
one 
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one captain, and if you divide, enemies will reap advan- 
tage. —Again, A Banner is a ſign of protection, and love 
is the Banner that engages Chriſt to protect his people; 
as long as Chriſt loves his people, he will protect and 
defend them. O then mind your work in evil times, 
flee to Chriſt's love, and abide in this love; keep your 
ſouls in the love of God, clear up the evidences of Chriſt's | 
love, and ſo you may look to him for protection and 
throngh-bearing in the worſt caſe ; men or devils ſhall do 

you no hurt, while his Banner over you is love. Laſt- * 

ly, A Banner diſplayed ſignifies victory. When conque- 

rors win a city, they ditplayed their colours on the walls; . 
O has Chriſt this day won your hearts, conquered your e- 
nemies and luſts, and diſplayed his Banner thereupon. O 

it is love that engaged him to make ſuch a conqueſt. Be 
faithful to your friendly conqueror, and let not theie ene- 

mies and rebels get into the city again. O hold cut the 

city, and fight valiantly under Chriſt's banner; be not 
cowardly, do not baſely ſurrender the fort that Chriſt has 
won; he has won it, let him wear ir, let him poffels the 
throne for ever. Say to Chriſt, as the men cf Iſrael ſaid 

to God, Judg. viii. 22. Rule thou over us, for thou haſt 

© delivered us out of the hand of Midian.“ O but Chriſt 

has delivei , you out of the hands of Satan, ſubmit there- 

fore kindly to his government and laws, own him as a 
King as well as a Prieſt ; ſurrender willingly the keys of 

your heart to him, and keep your heart for him. 


„4 we, 
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